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F we could rlifh/naked eich. ſhe would The ori 


not want, to gain our love, the orna- and euer 
nmients which Wy nee lends h r; but her nM 
pure and. deli ht does not ſufficiently ſooth the: 


ſenſes of man; flow bi requires an attention which is too 
troubleſome to 'bis natural levity. To inſtruct him, it 
to give him not only pute ideas which enl 

His mind; b ſo 3 mages which ſtrike his ſenſes, and 
| his fied . & on the' truth, This is the ſource, 
of elogi of all the ſciences which: 


belor ech It il the weakneſs of man which 
—1 theſe ſciences nedeffary. The plain and unchange- 


able beauty of virtue'does not always * it ĩs E 


125 


® This Aiſcoddſe has been reviſed altered, and improved in many 


25 * according to correRions cor — way 


che author of 


5 road A 


fufficient 
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Cufficient to ſhew him truth; ſhe muſt be painted ami- 


able (a). 
' Vee ſhall examine the poem of Telemachus in theſe two 
views, of inſtructing and pleafing ; and we ſhall endeavour , 


to ſhew that the author has inſtructed more than the anci- 
ents by the ſublimity of his moral, and that he hagypleaſed 
as much as they by imitating all their beauties. 

Two ſorts There are two ways of inſtructing men in 


of heroick order to render them good: The firſt, by 


poetry. ſhewing them the deformity of vice, and its 


fatal conſequences, which is the chief defign of tragedy: 


The ſecond, by diſcovering the beauty of virtue and its 
happy end, which is the proper character of the Epo 

or epick poem. The paſſions which belong to the former, 
are terror and pity ; thoſe which agree to the latter, are 


admiration love. In one, the actors ſpeak; in the 


other, the poet makes the narration. 


The defi- The epick poem may be defined, . 4 fable 
nition and related by a poet to raiſe the admiration, and 
diviſion of = inſpire the læve of wirtue, by the repreſentation 


epick poetry. of the action of a hero favoured of heaven, 
ibo executes a great defign by triumphing over all obſtacles 
that oppoſe it. There are therefore three things in the 
Epopcea, the actian, the moral, and the poetry. 


IJ. Or TRE. Ericx ACTION. 


The quali- The action muſt be great, one, intive, mar- | 
ties of wellous, but yet probable, and à due length, 
the epick The Telemachus has all theſe qualfications. 


er Let us compare it with the models of epick 
poetry, Homer and Virgil, and we ſhall be convinced 
+ Vs 5 
The deſign © We ſhall only ſpeak of the wigs rages 
of 3 plan has a — reſemblance of this of 
Odylley. elemachus. In that Homer intro- 
duces a wiſe king I a foreign war, wherein 


he had given fignal proots of his wi and valour, 


(a) Omne ang gage, gui miſcuit utile dulci, 
Les e e e ' 
” mf Hon, Art Poet. 


Tempefis 
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Tempeſts ſtop him by the way, and caſt him on divers 
— 1 whoſe ae Avery bins and politicks he learns. 
Hence naturally ariſe an infinite number of incidents and 
dangers. But knowing how many diſorders his abſence 
cauſed in his kingdom, he ſurmounts all theſe obſtacles, 
deſpiſes all the pleaſures of life, and is unmoved even by 
immortality itſelf; he renounces every thing in order to 
relieve his le and to ſee his family again (a). | 
(5) In the Kneid, a pious and valiant hero, The ſubject 
having eſcaped from the ruins of a powerful of the _ 
ſtate, is deſtined by che Gods to preſerve its Eneid. 
religion, and to found an empire more great and more 
lorious than the firſt, This prince, being choſen king 
- the unfortunate remains of his fellow-citizens, wan- 
ders a long while with them in ſeveral countries, where 
he learns every thing that is neceſſary to a king, to a le- 


giſlator, to an ＋ He at laſt finds an aſylum in 


a remote country, from whence his anceſtors came. He 
defeats ſeveral powerful enemies who oppoſe his ſettle-. 


ment, and lays the foundation of an empue, which was 


afterwards to be the maſter of the kar Tos | 
Rog action of — — — com — — — nw 

what is great in theſe poems. We there the 

fee a young prince, animated the love of > 

his country, going in queſt of his father, whoſe abſence 


| cauſed the misfortunes of his family and kingdom, He 
| expoſes himſelf to all forts of dangers; he ſignalizes him- 
j| ſelf by heroick virtues; he refuſes reyalty, and crowns 


more eonſid<rable than his own ; and, paſſing thro” ſeveral 
unknown countries, learns every thing that is neceſſary to 
ou afterwards according to the wiſdom of Ulyfles, 
piety of Eneas, and the valour of both, like a wiſe 
politician, a religious prince, and an accompliſhed hero. 
The action of the Epopœa ought to be e. The action 
The epick poem is not a hiſtory, like the ought to be 


8 Pharſalia of Lucan, and the Punic war of Si- one: 


lius Italicus; nor the entire life of a hero, like the Achil- 
kid of Statius: the unity of the hero does not conftitate 
the unity of the action. The life of man is full of inc- 


| gualities ; he is continually changing his defigns, either 


) See f. her Boſſu, B. cs chap. » 
60 . . U. | 98 : 
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thro” N of his paſſions, or the unforeſren ac» 
:cidents of life. Whoeyer ſhould deſcribe the whole man, 
would draw but a fantaſtical picture, a contraſt of oppoſite 
paſſions,-without coherence or order. It is ſor this reaſon 
that the — is not the panegyrick of a hero who is 
Jropoſed for a pattern, but the recital of a great and il- 

Amſtrious action 2 is exhibited. for imitation. 4 
Or Ei. ' It is in poetry as in painting; the unit 
= > : the principal action — was hinder — in- 
n, 1 Weng. of many particular incidents. 
deſign is formed in the beginning of the poem, and the 
hero aq; pmpliſhes. it by ſurmounting all difficulties. It is 
the recital of theſe obſtacles which makes the epiſodes; 
but all theſe epiſodes depend on the principal action, and 
are ſo,interwoven in it, and ſo connected together, that 

the whole preſents. but one ſingle picture, _compoled of i 


ot 


Ks 6 a va a id os an a 4 4.4 a 


ieyeral;figures in beautiful diſpofition aud: in a juſt pro- i 
. tion. x k 3 3 


The ugity: | 
e nk 
tion o the length and, number of his epiſodes; if his. 


— — - 


Hodes., . 
hy avoiding the faylts'which: are imputed to the. Greek,  & 
Poet. 1 ö 
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Dita in Epick poetry. SY 


e nd for his inſtructien after his return from the camp. . 
n It is alſo great art in our author, to introduce epiſodes 
s, | intq his poem which do not ariſe from the principal 
|-. ble, —— breaking either the unity of cortifijiry of 
the action. "Theſe epiſodes are placed there, not only 2s: 
f. important inſtructions for a young (which i is the 
- I great deſign of the poet) but becau they are recounted- 
to his hero during a time of mation, to fill up a vacuity. 
ne | Thus Adoam informs Telemachus of the manners and laws. 
is. of Betica, during the calm of a voyage; and Philofteres 
s; relates his misfortunes to him, white t e young prince is 
in the confederate camp waiting for the'day df dattle. 
The epick action ought to be intire. Ihis The action 
integrity _— three things, the cauſe, the | beet to be 
int Ae he unrzvelling. latire. 


e cauſe of the ation ought to be worthy ol the hero, 
und conformable to his character. Boch 5s the deſign of 
8 which we have ſeen alfend y. 


muſt he natural, nd Ae The in- 
from-the action itself. In the Oe, Nep- 9 
rune forms it; in the Kneid, it is the anger of of and 
in the Telemaches, the hatred of Ven 
in the Odyſſey bs natutal, becauſe there is WES 
. | obfincle more wo be dreaded choſe who $9 to $a; Kai | 
we fea itſelf (a). "The of Jew in the Enejd, = 
as an enemy to the Trojans, is a beautiful Aion; But 
the hatred of Venus n 82 
pleaſure I love of virtue, and ſubdhes his 2 
ons by the »fliſiance of wiſdom, is © fable which is 
from nature, and at the faine time indhides a 
. _n A 


The unravelling muſt be n as the * f 


intrigue. In the Odyſſey, Ulyfles ' arrives = * 
among the Pheacians, relates to them his W : 
adventures, and thoſe iNanders, fond of the marvellous 
Jand charmed with his ftories, n 
return home: the unrave is plain and natural. In 
he Aineid, Turnus is the only obſtacle to the ſettlement 
— This hero, to fars the Vlood of is Trojans, 


(a) See father wy B. II. 5 
A 3 nd 


— 


= 
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and that of the Latins, whoſe king he was ſoon to be, 


| decides the quarrel by a ſingle combat (a). This unravel- 


ling is noble. That of the Telemachus is at once natural 
| This young hero, in obedience to the com- 
of heaven, conquers his love for Antiope, and his 
friendſhip for Idomeneus, who offered him his crown and 


his daughter. He ſacrifices the moſt violent paſſions, and I 


even the moſt-innocent pleaſures, to the pure love of vir- 
tue. He embarks for Ithaca on ſhips with which he was 
furniſhed by 1domenens, for whom he had performed ma- 


ny ſervices, When he is near his own country, Minerva 


cauſes him to put into a little deſert iſland, where ſhe diſ- 
covers herſelf ro him. Having accompanied him, with- 


out his knowing her, through ſtormy ſeas, unknown 


countries, bloody wars, and all the evils that can try the 
heart of man, wiſdom at length conducts him to a ſoli- 


2 place, where ſhe ſſ to him, informs him of the 


of his labours, of his future good fortune, and 
then leaves him. As ſoon «s he is going to enjoy happi- 
neſs and repoſe, the Divinity withdraws, the marvellous 
ceaſes, and the epick action ends. It is in adverſity that 
man ſhews himſelf 3 hero, and needs a divine ſupport. 
It is only after he has ſuffered, that he is able to walk 
alone, to conduct himſelf, and to govern others. In the 
poem of Telemachus, the obſervation of the minuteſt 
rules of art is accompanied with a profound moral. 


The gene- Beſides the plot and general ſolution of the 


ral quali- main action, each epiſode has its own plot and 

cations af ſolution, which ought to have all the ſame qua- 

the intrigve ties. In the Epopea, we do not look for 
unra- . . . 

velling oo the ſurpriſing intrigues of modern romances z 

the epick ſuyrpriſe alone raiſes but a very imperfect and 

poem. tranſitory paſſion. The ſublime is to 1mitate 


ſimple nature, to prepare the incidents in ſo delicate a 


manner that they may not be foreſeen, and to conduct 
them with ſuch art that the whole 'may appear natural. 
We are not uneaſy, ſuſpended, diverted from the chief 
end of heroick poetry, which is inſtruction, to attend to a 
fabulous unravelling, and an imaginary intrigue. This 
is allowable, when the ſole deſign is to amuſe ; but in an 


() See father Boſſu, B. I. chap. 13. * 
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pick poem, which is a kind of moral philoſophy, theſe 
intrigues are only witty conceits beneath its gravity and 
di it. . | ; 7 ; 

5 the author of the Telemachus has avoided the in- 
trigues of modern romances, ſo has he not fallen into the 
marvellous with which ſome reproach the ancients; he 
neither makes horſes ſpeak, nor tripods walk, nor ſtatues 


| work : not that this kind of the marvellous ſhocks reaſon, 


when it is ſuppoſed to be the effect of a divine power that 


can do every thing. The ancients introduced 
the Gods in their poems, not only to brin _ 8 | 
about great events by their interpoſition, and mrycliouy 


to unite the probable and the marvellous ; : 
but to teach men, that the moſt valiant and moſt wiſe can 
do nothing without the help of the Gods, In our poem, 
Minerva tontinually conducts Telemachus. Thereby 
the poet makes every thing poſſible to his hero, and in- 
timates that man can do nothing without the aſſiſtance of 
divine wiſdom. This is not all his art: the fublime con- 
fiſts in the concealing the Goddeſs under an human form. 
Not only the probable, but the natural alſo, is here 


united to the marvellous. All is divine, and yet all 
__ human. And this is not yet all: if Telema- 
chus had known that he was conducted by a Goddeſs, 
his merit would have been lefs; he would have had too 
t a ſupport in her. Homer's heroes almoſt always 
now what the Gods do for them. Our „ by con- 
cealing the marvellous part of his fiction from his hero, 
exerciſes his virtue and his courage. | 
Tho? the action muſt be — it is not neceſſary 
that it be true; becauſe the end of the epick is not 


to make a rick or ſatire upon any particular man, 
but to inſtruct and pleaſe by the recital of an action which 
— the r at 4 to 4 whatever characters, 
onages, and epiſodes he pleaſes, which are proper to 

* moral he * 442 . 8 a 

The truth of the action is not contrary to the nature 
the epick poem, provided it does not hinder the variety 
of the characters, the beauty of the deſcriptions, the 
enthufiaſm, fire, inventions and other parts of the poe- 
try; and provided that the hero be for the action, 
A 4 | and 
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and not the action for the hero. An ick poem be 

built on a true as well as on an N ; 
_ The nearnefs of times ſhould be no check upon the 


-. — . poet 
in the choice of his ſubject, provided he ſupplies this de- 
-d, aha 


fect by the diſtance of places, or by and natural 
events, the detail 'of which has 2 the hiſtorians, 
and which it is ſuppoſed could not be known but by 


_ the perſons who are actors in them. Thus an epick poer 


and an exccllent fable may be built on an action of Henry 
IV. or of Montezuma, becauſe it is not effential to the 
epick action, as F. Boſſu obſerves, that it be true or falſe, 


but that it be moral, and teach important truths. 


Of the dura- The duration of the epick poem is longer 


years; but according to the criticks, the time of the prin- 
cipal action, from the place where the poet begins his 
narration, cannot exceed a year; as the time of tra- 


Ty 


gick action ovght at ion 32 be but Q- 227, mowever, 


and Toy ord obſerved no certain rule as to this parti- 
cular. | 


the poet begins his narration, but about two months; 
that of the Eneid, one year; and a iingle campaign ſuf- 
ces Telemachus, from his di re from the iſland © 


ſeems to flag, and to lengthen out his narration tao much. 
(a) When the epick action is long and not. 


parts; in ormer, the hero ſpeaks, and 
zelates his paſt adventures; in the latter, the poet only 
makes a narration of what afterwards happens to his hero, 
Thus Homer does not begin his narration till after Ulyſſes 
is departed from the iſle of Ogygia ; nor Virgil his, till 


(0) See F. Boffo, B. II. ch. 18. 
| - after 


4 Dag on Ye mos, 
after Eneas is arrived at Carthage. The author of ha 


JTelemachus has perfectly imitated theſe two great models. 


He divides his action, like them, into two parts. The 
principal contains what he himſelf relates, and begins 
where Telemachns concludes the recital of his adventures 
to Calypſo. - He takes only a little matter, but he treats - 
it at large: eighteen books are employed upon it. The 
other part is much more extended as to the number of the 
incidents and the time; but it is much more contracted 
as to the circumſtances: it contains only the fix firſt 
books; By this diviſion of what our poet relates himſelf, , 
and of what he makes Telemachus relate, he recalls the - 
whole life of the hero, and collects all the events of it 
together, without prejudicing the unity of the Pon ; 
action, and without giving too great a duration to his 
poem. He joins variety and continuity of adventures to- 
ether: all is motion, all is action in his poem. One never 
2 his perſonages idle, nor does his hero ever diſappear, 
II. Or: TRI Monat. 

Virtue may be recommended by examples and by in- 
ſtructions, 233 and by | gong — a, re- 
ſpect our author greatly excels all other 

We are indebted to Homer for the noble in- of ne 
vention of nalizing the divine attributes, manners. 
human paſſions, and phyſical cauſes; a fruit-- ' 
ful ſource of beautiful ſictions which animate and enliven 
every thing in poetry. But his religion is reduced to a tex- - 
ture of fables, which repreſent the divine nature under ima- 
ges by no means proper to make it beloved and revered. 

Every one knows the taſte which all antiquuy, — 4 
and profane, Greek and Barbarian, had for fimili 


and allegories. The Greeks derived their 'mytholo 
am : 


from Egypt. Now hieroglyphick characters were, among 
the Egyptians, the chief, not to ſay the moſt ancĩ 


way of writing. Theſe. hieroglyphicks were figures of © 


men, birds, animals, tiles, and various. productions 
of nature, which denoted, as emblems, the divine attri- 
bates and the qualities of ſpirits. This fymboalical ſtyle: 
was founded upon a very ancient opinion, that tbe uni- 


vetſe is only a picture which r the divine et- 
only x pſtre which repreſs the d. . 


and thoſe of the other. 
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fections; that the viſible world is only an imperfet 
of the inviſible ; that there is conſequently a hidden ana- 
Jogy between the original and the pictures, between ſpiri- 


tual and corporeal beings, between the properties of one 


* 


This manner of painting words, and of giving body to 


thoughts, was the true ſource of mythology and of all 


poztic ſictions: but in proceſs of time, eſpecially when 


the hieröglyphical ſtyle was turned into the alphabetical 
and vulgar, men having forgotten the primitive meaning 
of theſe 5 fell into the groſſeſt idolatry. The 


poets debaſed every thing by giving a looſe to their ima- 


gination. By tłkeir appetite for the marvellous, they. 
turned theology and the ancient traditions into a reab 
chaos, and a monſtrous jumble of fictions of all the hu- 
man paſſions. The hiſtorians and poets of after-ages, as 
Flerodotus, Diodorus the Sicilian, Lucian, Pliny, Cice- 
ro, who did not go back to the original deſign of this al- 
leg >rical theology, underſtood every thing according to 
the letter, and equally derided the myſteries of their re- 
ligion and the fable. But when we conſult among the 
Perſians, Phœnicians, Greeks, and Romans, thoſe whe- 
have left us ſome imperfeR fragments of the ancient the- 
ology, as Sanchoniathon and Zoroaſter, Euſebius, Philo- 
and Manetho, Apulrius, Damaſcius, Horus Apolo, 
Origen, St. Clemeat of Alexandria, all tell us that. 
— hieroglyphick and ſymbolical characters denote 
the myſteries of the inviſible world, the doctrines of the 
2 profound theology, the beavent and the faces of the 
The Phrygian fable invented by Eſop, or according to- 
Tome by Socrates himſelf, gives us at firſt fight to under- 
Rand that we muſt not adhere to the letter, fince the ac- 
tors, who are made to ſpeak and reaſon, are animals void: 
of ſpeech and reaſon : why then. ſhould. we adhere to the 
letter only in the Ægyptian fable and the mythology of 
Homer? 'The Phrygian fable exalts the nature of the 


brute, by giving him underſtanding and virtues. - The 


——＋ ag able ſeems indeed to-degrade the divine nature, 
by giving it body and paſſions. But one cannot read Ho- 
mer with attention, without being convinced. that he un- 


derſtood many great truths, which are diametrically _ | 
| | te 


2 


{ 
1 
{ 
| 


there 1s a continual interceurſe between men and 
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fite to the ſenſeleſs religion with which the letter of his fic- 


tion preſents us. This poet lays it down as a principle in 


ſeveral places of his poems, (a) that it is a weakneſs to 
believe that the Gods reſemble men, that they are incon- 
ſtant, and paſs from one paſſion to another; (6) that all 
the Gods enjoy is eternal, and that all we poſſeſs yr 

away and periſhes; (c) that the ſtate of ſouls after death, 
is a ftate of puniſhment, ſuffering, and expiation ; but 
that the ſoul of the hero does not remain in helt; that it 


takes its flight to the ſtars, and fits down at the table of 


the Gods, where it enjoys a happy — that 

the mha- 
bitants of the inviſible world ; that without the Deity, 
mortals can do nothing; (4) that true virtue is a divine 
power that comes from heaven, which transforms the 
moſt brutal, the moſt eruel and paſſionate men, and makes 
them humane, tender and pitiful, When J fee theſe ſub- 
lime truths in Homer, inculeated, particularized, inſinu- 


ated by a thoufand different examples and a thouſand va- 


rious images, I cannot believe that this poet is to be un- 
derſtood according to the letter in other places, where he 
ſeems to attribute to the ſupreme Deity prejudices, paſ- 
fions, and vices. - | | | 

T know that ſeveral moderns, in imitation of Pythago- 
ras and Plato, have cenſured Homer for having thus de- 


baſed the divine nature, and have declaĩmed with much 


wit and force againſt the abſurdity of repreſenting the 
myſteries of theology by impious actions attributed to 
the celeſtial powers, and of teaching morality by allego- 
ries whoſe letter preſents nothing but vice. But without 
any breach of the regard due to the jud t and taſte 
of theſe eriticks, may we not reſpectfully reprefent to 
them, that their anger againſt the allegorical taſte of an- 
tiquity may be carried too far? 5 

owever, 1 do not pretend to juſtify Homer in the ex- 
aggerated ſenſe of his blind admirers; he lived in a time 


when the ancient traditions concerning the Oriental theo- 
logy began to be forgotten. Our moderns therefore have 
fome reaſon to ſhew no great regard for Homer's theo- 


| 4.08 — | \ (3) Ibid. B. IV, 6 han Ibis. 


51 ſhall con- 
| of Telema- 
tiful in the fables of the 


= to him. He perſonalizes like him the divine attri- 
„and makes ſubordinate Deities of them; but he 
never introduces them but on occaſions that deſerve their 
preſence, He never makes them ſpeak or act but in a 
_—_— that is worthy of _ — —＋ — toge- 
ther the poetry of Homer and 1 loſophy of Pythagoras.. 
He ſays — but what the Pagans e have ſaid, 
and yet he has put into their mouths what 1s moſt ſu- 

biime in the Chriſtian morality, and has thereby ſhewn. 
that this morality is written in indelible charaRers in the. 
heart of man, and that he would infallibly diſcover them. 
there, if he obeyed the voice of pure and fimple reaſon, 
in order to give himſelf wholly up to that ſovereign and 
univerſal. truth, which enlightens all ſpirits, as the ſun. 
enlightens all bodies, and without which the reaſon of 
every particular man is nothing but darkneſs and error. 
: The ideas our poet gives us of the Deity are not only 
worthy of him, but infinitely amiable with regard to man. 
Every thing inſpires confidence and love; a gentle piety, . 
a noble and free adoration, due to the abſolute perfection 
of the infinite being; and not a ſuperſtitious, gloomy, . 
flaviſh worſhip, which oppreſles dejects the heart, 
when God is conſidered only as a powerful legiſlator, who 
puniſhes with rigour the violation of his.laws. _T. 
His ideas of e repreſents God as a lover of men; but. 
-the Deity, His love and neſs towards us are not di- 
| *- reQied by the blind decrees. of a-fatal deſtiny, . 
nor merĩted by the us. ſhow of an exterior worſhip, 
nor ſubjeR to the whimſical caprices of the Pagan Deiticg, 
but always 22 by the immutable law. of wiſdom, 
which cannot but love virtue, and treat men, not accord - 
ing to the number of the animals which they ſlay, but of 
the paſſions which they ſacriſi ce. W 
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We may more eaſily vindicate the characters Of the 
which Homer gives to his heroes than thoſe manners of 
which he gives to his Gods. It is certain Mom's 
that he paints men with ſimplicity, ſtrength, | | 
variety, and Our Ignorance of the cuſtoms of a: 
7 ceremonies of its religion, of the genius 
of its guage 3 the fault, whereof moſt men are guilty, 
of judging of every thing by the taſte of their age and na- 
tion; the love of pomp and falſe magnificence, which: 
has corrupted pure and primitive nature; all theſe things 
may miſlead us, and give us an unreaſonable diſguſt of 

ings that were moſt eſteemed in ancient Greece. 


re Arc, : 
forts of E Of the two- 
rul; one, w ſorts of 
other, where The ick po- 


the pa- 
Hiad and Odyfley afford examples of both chetck . 
n 
preſented naturally with all his faults; ſome- 
times ſo tranſported, as to preſerve no dignity in his an- 
Fer: ſometimes ſo furious, as to ſacrifice his country to. 
is reſentment. Though the hero of the Odyſſey be more 
regular than the young, hot, and impetuous Achilles; 
yet the wiſe Ulyſſes is often falſe and deceitful : And the 
reaſon is, becauſe the paints men with fimplicity, 
and ſuch as they generally are. Valour is often united to 
a furious and — violence. Policy is almoſt always 
joined with 82 diſſimulation. To paint after na- 
ture, is to paint like Homer. 
Without pretending to eriticiſe on the dif- Thete two 
ferent vicws of the Iliad and Odyfley, theſe farts in Te- 
remarks by the way on their di t beau- lemachus. 
ties, are ſuſſicient to make us admire the art 
with which our. author unites in his- ppem theſe two ſorts - 
of : Epopgas, the gatbetiat and the moral. There is- an 
pr — and contraſt of virtues and paſſions in 
this wondexſul picture. It. hon nothing too great, but : 
equally, repreſenta · to us the excellence and meanneſe of 
man. It 25 « to ſhow us one without the other, 
and nothing. is more uſeful than to let us ſee them bot 
together; or perſect juſtice and vimue require that we - 
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ſhould eſteem and deſpiſe, that we ſhould love and hate 
ourſelves, Our poet does not raiſe Telemachus above 
humanity : he makes him fall into the weakneſſes which 
are compatible with a ſincere love of virtue; and his 
weakneſles ſerve to reclaim him, by inſpiring him with a 
diffidence of himſelf, and his own ſtrength. He does not 
make the imitation of him impoſſible, by giving him a 
fpotleſs perfection; but he excites our emulation, by ſet - 
ting before our eyes the example of a young man, who, 
with the ſame imperſections which every one feels in him- 
felf, performs the moſt noble and the moſt virtuous actt- 
ons. He has joined together, in the character of his hero, 
the courage of Achilles, the wiſdom of Ulyſſes, and the 
render diſpoſition of Æneas. Telemachus is wrathful 
like the firft, without being bruta! ; politick like the ſe- 
cond, without being deceittul ; and tender-hearted like 
the thixd, without being voluptucus. 

I own that there is a great variety tn Homer's charae- 
ters. The courage of Achilles and that bf Hector, the 
valour of Diomed and that of Ajax, the wiſdom of Nef- 
ter and that of Ulyſſes, the love of Helen and that of 
Briſcis, the fidelity of Andromache and that of Penelope, 
are by no means alike, There is wonderful judgment 
and nicety in the characters of the Greek - But what 
is there of this kind which we do not find in the yoo of 
Jelemachus, in the ſo varied and always fo well ſupport- 
ed characters of Seſoſtris and Pygmalion, of Idomeneus 
and Adraſtus, of Protefilaus and Philoeles, of Calypſo 


and Antiope, of Telemachus and Bocchoris ? I even dare 


to affirm that there is in this inſtrutive poem not only a 
variety in the colouring of the ſame virtues and paſſions, 
but ſo great a diverfity alſo of oppoſite characters, that 
we find in this work the intire anatomy of the human 
mind and heart: for the author knew max and men. He 
had ſtudied one within himſelf, and the other amidſt a 
flouriſhing court. He divided his life between ſolitude 


and ſociety ; he lived continually attentive to the truth 
which inſtructs us within, and never went out of himſelf 


but to ſtudy characters, in order to cure the paſſions of 
ſome, and to perſect the virtues of others. He knew 


how to fuit himſelf to all mem in order to ſound them 


U 


and to aſſume all forts of forms without ever departing 
from his real character. 
ry Another 
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Another way of inſtructing is by precepts. Of moral 
The author of Telemachus joins the moſt im- precepts 
portant inſtructions with heroick examples, the and inftruc- 
morality of Homer with the manners of Vir. * 


gil. is morality however has three ifications, 
which are not found in the ſame degree in any of the 


| antients, whether poets or philoſophers: It is ſublime 


in its principles, noble in its motives, and zniver/al in 
its uſes, | 

1. Sublime in its principles. Tt ariſes from The quali- 
a profound knowledge of man. The poet lets tis of the 
the reader ĩnto his own heart; he ſhews him the mora.ity 
ſecret ſprings of his paſſions, the latent wind- 3 : 
ings of ſelf-love, the difference between falſe 
and ſolid virtues. From the knowledge of man, he aſcends 
to that of God himſelf. He every where makes us ſen- 
fible, that the infinite Being :nceffantly acts in us, in or- 
der to make us good and happy ; that he is the immediate 
ſource of all our knowledge, and of all our virtues : that 
we are not leſs indebted to him for reaſon, than for life : 
that his ſovereign truth ought to be our only light, and 
his ſupreme will the rule of all our affections: that for 
want of conſulting his univerſal and unchangeable wiſdom, 
man ſces nothing but ſeducing phantoms, and for want of 
hearkening'to it, hears nothing but the confuſed noiſe of 
his paſſions : that ſolid virtues are ſomething foreign, as it 
were, that 1s infuſed into us; that they are not the effecn 
of our own. endeavours, but of a power ſuperior to man, 
which works in us when we do not obſtruct it, and of 
whoſe working we are not always ſenſible, by reaſon of its 
delicacy. He at length ſhews us, that without this firſt 
and ſovereign power, which raiſes man above himſelf, 
the moſt ſhining virtues are only the refinements of felf- 
love, which co all its views to itſelf, makes itſelf its 
own Deity, and becomes at the ſame time the idolater 
and the idol. Nothing is more admirable than the pic- 
ture of the philoſopher, whom Telemachus ſees in hell; 
and whoſe only crime was his having been enamoured of 
his own virtue. - = . 3 

It is thus that the morality of our author tends to mate 
us forget ourſelves, in order to refer every thing to the 
5 , ſupieme 
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ſupreme Being, and to make us adore him.; as the end of 


his politicks is to make us prefer the good of the publick 


to private advantage, and to induce us to love the human 


race. The ſyſtems of Machiavel, Hobbs, and the two 


more moderate authors, Puffendorf and Grotius, are well 
known. The two firſt lay down, as the only maxims in 


the art of government, craft, artifice, ſtratagem, deſpo- 


tick power, injuſtice, and jirreligion. The two laſt build 
their politicks upon maxims of government which are not 
even equal ro thoſe of Plato's Republick, . or Tully's Of- 

e two modern authors laboured indeed with a . 


view of being uſeful to ſociety, and directed almoſt every 
the 


thing to ppineſs of man confidered in a civil capa- 
city. But the author of Telemachus is an original, in 
that he has joined the moſt perfect politicks to the ideas of 
the moſt conſummate virtue. The grand principle on 
which the whole turns is, that all the — is but one 
republick, of which God is the common father, and 
every nation as it, were one great family. From this 
beauteous and lightful idea ariſe what politicians call 


the laws of nature and nations, equitable, generous, full - 


of humanity. Each country is no longer conſidered as 
independent on others, but the human race as an indivi- 
ſible whole. We are no longer limited to the love of our 
own country; the heart enlarges itſelf, grows immenſe, 
and by an univerſal friendſhip embraces all mankind, . 
Hence ariſe a love for.ſtrangers, a mutual. conſidence be- 
tween neighbouring nations, integrity, juſtice and peace 
between the princes of the univerſe as well as between the 
private men of every ſtate, Our author alſo ſhews us, 
that the. glory of _ is to govern men, in order to 
render them good and happy; that the authority of the - 
prince is never better eſtabliſhed, than when it is founded - 
In the love of the people; and that the true riches 'of a . 
Rate conſiſt in retrenching all the imaginary wants of life, . 


» . 


and in being ſatisfied with neceſſaries, and with ſimple - 


and innocent pleaſures, He hereby. ſhews. that. virtue not 
only contributes to the fitting of men for future felicity, . 
but that it actually renders ſociety as happy as it can be 
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| 2. The morality of Telemachus is noble The mora- 
in its motives. | Its. grand principle is, that lityof Tele- 
the love of beauty ought to be preferred to machus is 
the love of pleaſure, as Socrates and Plato ex- nob e in ita 
preis thi ves: :the boneft to the agreeable, ve | 
according to the exp reſſion: of Cicero. Lo! the ſource of 
noble ſentiments, ſs: of. foul, and all heroick vir- 
tues. It is by theſe pure and elevated ideas, that he 
deſtrpys, in a manner infinitely more affectin chan by diſ- 
ary the falſe pl hiloſophy of thoſe aue make pleaſure the 
of the human heart, Our poet ſhews by the 
— morality which he puts in the mouth of his 
heroes, and the generous actions which he makes them 
perform, what an a effect the re love of virtue may have 
on a noble beurt. I know that this heraigk virtue paſſes 
among vulgar ſouls for a phantom, and that men. of a 


Lively imagination have inveighediagaioſt this ſublime and 


ſolid truth by many frivelous and deſpicable witticiſms : 
for finding nothing in themſelves that may be compared 
to theſe noble ſentiments, they conclude that humanity 
is not capable of them. They are dwarfs, that judge of 
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nually provel avithin che boundi-of ſelflove, wil never 
compre the power and extent of a Mr which raiſes 
2 mah above himſelf.” Some philoſophers, who in other 
reſpects have made fine — in philoſophy, have 


been ſo far carried away w_ yy rejudices, as not ſufſi- 
* to diſtinguiſh ten thels e of erder and the lord 
of p 


eaſure, and to deny that the will may be as ſtrongl 
moved by the clear wiew of trath, as 1by the nataral —4 
4 
A man tannot read Telemachas with attention without 
Sant vver theſe prejudices. He there ſees the ö 
cntimonts of a Lie foul whoſe conceptions ure great; 
of a diſintereſted heart that continually forgets itſelf ; of 
a philoſopher who does not confine bis views to himſelf, | 
* country, nor 10 any thing fot mnnkid, 
but direct every thing to the common 1 good. 
and all ma EL 

3. The —_ of Telemachus is 3 The mora- 
fal in i its uſes, 'extenfive, fruitful, ſuited to "WT 
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ſupreme Being, and to make us adore him.; .as the end of 
his politicks 1s to make us prefer the. good of the publick 
to private advantage, and to induce us to love the human 
race. The ſyſtems of Machiavel, Hobbs, and the two 
Il more moderate authors, Puffendorf and Grotius, are well 
| known. The two firſt lay down, as the only maxims in 
| the art of government, craft, artifice, ſtratagem, deſpo- 
| tick power, injuſtice, and irreligion., The two laſt build 
| their politicks upon maxims of government which are not 
even equal ro thoſe of Plato's Republik, or Tully's Of- 
fices. "Theſe two modern authors laboured indeed with a . 
view of being uſeful to ſociety, and directed almoſt every 
thing to the happineſs of man confidered in a civil capa- - 
city. But the author of Telemachus is an original, in 
that he has joined the moſt perfect politicks to the ideas of 
the moſt conſummate virtue. The grand principle on 
which the whole turns is, that all the — is but one 
republick, of which God is the common father, and 
every nation as it, were one great family. From this 
beauteous and lightful idea ariſe what politicians call 
the laws of nature and nations, equitable, generous, full - 
of humanity. . Each country is no longer : conſidered as 
independent on others, but the human race as an indivi- 
ſible whole. We are no longer limited to the love of our 
own country ; the- heart enlarges itſelf, grows 1mmenſe, . 
and by an univerſal friendſhip embraces all mankind, . 
Hence ariſe a love for.ftrangers, a mutual .confidence be- - 
tween neighbouring nations, integrity, juſtice and peace 
between — princes of the univerſe as well as between the 
private men of every ſtate. Our author alſo ſhews us, 
that the. glory of 8 is to govern men, in order to 
render them good and happy; that the authority of the 
ince is never better eſtabliſhed, than when it is founded 
In the love of the people; and that the true riches 'of a . 
Rate conſiſt in retrenching all the imaginary wants of life, . 
and in being ſatisfied with neceſſaries, and with ſimple - 
and innocent pleaſures. He hereby. ſhews that.virtue not 
only contributes to the fitting of men for future ** : 
but that it actually renders ſociety as happy as it can be 
in this life... Me FO. 
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2. The morality of Telemschus is noble The men 
in its motives. | Its. grand principle is, that lityof Tele- 
2 love of beauty ought to be preferred to machus is 

love of 2 2 Plato ex- nob e in it 

— : the bangt to the agreeable, ve | 

according to — 2 Cicero. Lo! the ſource of 
noble ſentiments, greatneſs of foul, and all heroick vir- 
tues. It is by theſe pure and elevated 1 that he 
deftrpys, in a manner infinitely more chan by diſ- 
ry the falſe philoſophy: of thoſe au SEE plea ſure the 
only ſpring of the human heart, Our poet ſhews by the 
ex morality which he puts in the mouth of his 
heroes, and the generous actions which he makes them 
perform, what an effect the pure love, of virtue may have 
on a noble heart. I know this heraick virtue paſſes 
among vulgar ſouls for a phantom, and that men. of a 


' Jively.umagination have inveightdiagaioſt this ſublime and 


ſolid truth by many frivolous and deſpicable witticiſms : 
for finding nothing in themſelves that may be compared 
to theſe noble ſentiments, they conclude that humanity 
is not capable of them. They are dwarfs, that judge of 
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nually grovel within che Pounds uf [cf love, will never 
compreken the power and extent of a'virtzce which racks 
a mah .above himſelf.” // Some philoſophers, who'in other 
reſpects have made fine diſcoveries in philoſophy, have 
been ſo far carried away by their rejudices, as not ſuſſi- 
— to diſtinguiſh between the love of order and the love 
of pleaſure, and to deny that the will may be as ſtrongly 
moved by the clear wiew e trath, as 1by the natural taſte 
of pleaſure. 

A man cannot read Telemachus with attention without 
. over theſe prejudices. He there ſecs the generous 
entimonts of a — ions are all great; 
of a difintereſted heart that continually forgets itſelf; of 
a philoſopher who does not confine Ten. | 
—— nor to any thing 272 
but directs ev to the common r 
and all ma 

3. The — of Telemachus is 3 The mors- 
Gal in i its wie, extenfive, fruitful, ſuited to "RS 
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machus is all times, to all nations, and all conditions. 
— in We there learn the duties of a prince, who 
1 5 is at the ſame time a king, a warrior, a phi- 
Joſopher and legiſlator. We there ſee the art of govern- 
ing different nations; the way to maintain peace abroad 
with our neighbours, and yet always to have in our own 


kingdom a warlike youth that is ready to defend it ; to 


inrich our dominions without falling into luxury ; to find 
the medium between the exceſs of deſpotick power, and 
the diſorders of anarchy. Here are given ts for 


Agriculture, trade, arts, government, the education of 


children. Our author introduces into his poem not only 
heroick and royal virtues, but thoſe alſo which are ſuit- 
able to all ſorts of conditions, While he is forming the 


heart of his prince, he teaches every private man his 


duty. | V2 | 5 
The deſign of the Iliad is to repreſent the fatal conſe- 

uences of difcord among the commanders of an army. 
The Odyſſey ſnews us what prudence and valour in a 
king may In the Eneid the actions of a pious 


and valiant hero are deſcribed. But all theſe particular 


ö 
chus ar bey eſe plans, by t at- 
neſs, 1 extent of his 96s g views; fo SR 
may ſay with the philoſophical critick upon Hemer, The 
moft uſeful preſent which the Muſes have made to men, is the 
Telemachus; for if the happineſs of maxkiad could ariſe from 
4 poem, it would ariſe from it. wy _ 


Or:-Trnr PorTRY. 


Tt is n fine remark. of Sir William Temple, deeb 
poetry are afſembled all the powers of e ce, of mu 
and of piftxre. But as poetry only Aer from e 4 
in that it paints with enthufiaſm; we rather ehuſe to ſay 
that poetry borrows its harmony from mufick, its 
from painting, its force and juftneſs from philoſophy. 


The har- The ſtyle of Telemachus is polite, clear, 


wony of the flowing, magnificent; it has all the richneſs of | 
be Terraflon's Dilſertation vn the Iliad. 
| | Homer, 


Homer, without his redundancy of words. 


hard words, no abſtruſe terms, nor 


A Diſcourſe on Epick Poetry. xx 
ſtyle of Te- 
Our author is never guilty of titions; lemachus. 

when he ſpeaks of the ſame things, he does not recall 
the ſame images. All his periods fill the ear by their 
number and cadence ; there 1s _— ſhocking, no 


turns. He 
never ſpeaks for the ſake of ſpeaking, nor even barely to 
pleaſe ; all his words make us think, and all his thoughts 
tend to make us virtuous. 

The images of our poet are as perfect as 
his ſtyle is harmonious. 'To paint is not only 
to deſcribe things, but to repreſent the cir- 
cumſtances of them in ſo lively and affecting 
a manner, that we may imagine we ſee them. 
'The author of Telemachus paints the paſſions with art : 
he had ſtudied the heart of man, and knew all its ſprings. 
When we read his poem, we ſee nothing but what he 
ſhows us, nor do we hear any but thoſe whom he directs 
to [peak : he warms, he moves, he tranſports ; we feel 
all the paſſions he deſcribes. | 

The poets uſually make uſe of two ſorts 
of painting, - fimilies and deſcriptions. The 
ſimilies of Telemachus are juſt and noble. 
The author does not raiſe the mind too much af Telema« 
above his ſubject by extravagant metaphors, —_— 
nor does he perplex it by too great a crowd of images. 
He has imitated all that is great and beautiful in the de- 
ſcriptions of the ancients, as their battles, games, ſhip- 
wrecks, ſacrifices, Co. without expatiating on trifling 
particulars that make the narration languiſh, and with- 
out debaſing the majeſty of the epick poem by the defcrip- 
tion of things that are low and beneath the dignity of the 
work. He ſometimes deſcends to particulars ; but he 
ſays nothing that does not merit attention, and that does 
not contribute towards the idea which he to give. 
He follows nature in all her varietics. He knew that all 
diſcourſes ought to have their incqualities, and be ſome- 
times ſublime without ſwelling into bombaſt, and ſome- 


The excel- 
lence of the 
painting of 
Tetemas 
chus. 


Of the com- 


pariſons and 
deſcriptions 


Limes plain without being low. It is a falſe taſte, always 


to aim at embelliſhment. His defcriptions are magni- 
lioent, but natural; ſimple, and yet agreeable, He 


Joes not anly paint after nature, for his pictures more- 
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over are always ons, He joins. the truth 'of 
deſign, and t of calouring; the fire of Homer, 
and the dignity of Virgil. Nor is * * the deſcri 

tions of this poem are not deſigned only to pleaſe; fe 


they are all likewiſe inftruftive, If the Lo tn ſpeaks of 
the paſtoral life, it is to recommend an amiable ſimpli- 

city of manners. If he deſcribes. games and combats, it 
is not ſolcly to celebrate the funeral rites of a friend or 
a father; it is alſo to chuſe a king who excells all others 
in ſtrength of mind and body, and who 1s equally ca- 
pable of bearing the fatigues of both. If he repreſents 
to us the horrors of a ſhipwreck, it is gory is hero 
with firmneſs of ſoul, and reſignation Gods, in 
the greateſt dangers. I could run tek all his de- 
{criptions, and find the like beauties in them: but I ſhall 
content myſelf with obſerving, that in this new edition 
the bee ure of the formidab Agis, which Minerva 
zachus, is full of art, and — this ſub- 


. two q 

— ng, The ond — 
tinual mation, to invent, to raiſe the — to inns 
tate, and at the ſame time in a 1 

judge as. it produces, and out o — — 
which offer themſelves, to ſelect the moſt proper. 
The imagi muſt undergo a kind of rapture and en · 
thuſiaſm; while the mind, at peace in its empire, checks 


and turns it where it pleaſes. ithout this pathos which 


animates the whole, the diſcourſe is cold, languid, ab- 
ſtracted, hiſtorical; without this judgment which regu- 
lates the whole, it has no juſtneſs nor true beauty. 

The poetry The fire of Homer, eſpecially in the Iliad, 


of Telcma- . like a ſtorm of 
tlames 
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flames which ſets every thing in a blaze. chus com- 
The fire of Virgil has more light than heat, pared with 
and always ſhines in an uniform and equal that of Ho- 
manner. That of Telemachus warms and mer and 
enlightens all at once, according as it is ne- >: 
ceflary to Eonvince the mind, or to move the paſſions. 
When this flame enlightens, it makes us feel a gentle 
heat, which gives no uneaſineſs. Such are the diſcourſes 
of Mentor upon politicks, and of Telemachus on the 
ſenſe of: the laws of 3 Oc. Thefe pure ideas fill 
the mind with their gentle li t. "There t enthuſiaſm 
and poetick fire would be hurtful, like the too fierce | 
rays of "the ſun which dazzle the eye. When the buſi- | 

| neſs is no longer to reafon, but to act; when a man has 
clearly ſeen the truth, and his refleRtions ariſe only from 
irreſolution, then che poet raiſes 2 fire and pathos which 
determine and bear away the enfecbled ſoul, which has not 
the courage to yield to the truth. The epiſode. of Tele- 
machns's amour'in the iſland of Calypſo, is full of this fire. 

This mixture of light and heat diſtinguiſhes our poet 
from Hemer and Virgil. The enthufiaſm of the former 
ſometimes makes him forget art, neglect order, and paſs 
the bounds of nature; the ſtrength and flight his 
great genius bore him away in ſpite of himſelf. The 
bes pous magnificence, the judgment and conduct of 
irgil ſometimes degenerate into too formal a regularity 

2 he then ſeems rather an hiſtorian than a poet. 
| latter pleaſes philoſophical and modern poets much more 

than the former.' I; it not becauſe. they are ſenſible that 

they can more eaſily imitate by art the reat jadgment of 


the Latin poet; than- the'noble fire of 1 "Greek, _—_ 
nature alone can beſtow? : 


Our author muſt ' needs pleaſe all Jos 0 "of 
well thoſe who are philoſophers; as thoſe 15 ere 
nothing but enthuſiaſm.” He' his united the perfe 
of the ind with the charms of the imagination: He 
22 trueh Ike a phitofopher, aud 1 he farces us ta 

ove the truth he has ptoved, by the ſenſations he excites, 
All is ſolid; true, proper to pt no points of wit, 
no glittering g thoughts, whoſe only defign is to make the 
author admired. * He has followed this great Feel 
Plato, which ſays, Thurs writer ought un to cone | 
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himſelf, to keep out of ſight, and make himſelf forgotten, 
in order to produce nothing but the truths he deſigns to 
inculcate, and the paſſions he deſigns to purify, | 
In Telemachus all is reaſon, all is paſſion. It is this 
which makes it a poem for all nations and all ages. All 
| ** 1 are equally affected with it. The tranſlations 
u hich have been made of it into languages leſs delicate 
than the French, do not deface its original beauties. The 
learned lady * Who apologizes for Homer, informs us, that 
the Greek poet is an infinite loſer by a tranſlation; that it 
is not poſſible to transfuſe into it the ſtrength, dignity, and 
ſoul of 

Telemachus will always preſerve, in all languages, its 
ſtrength, dignity, ſoul, and effential heauties. And the 
reaſon 1s, becauſe the excellence of this poem does not 
conſiſt in the happy and harmonious arrangement of words, 
nor even in the charms which it borrows from the ima- 
gination; but in a ſublime taſte of the truth, in noble and 
elevated ſentiments, and in the natural, delicate and ju- 
dicious manner of treating them. Such beauties are of 
all languages, of all times, of all countries, and equally 
ſtrike wits and great ſouls throughout the world. 
Firſt objec- Several objections have been made againſt 
tion againſt Telemachus: 1. 'That it is not in verſe. 

Te ema- Verſification, according to Ariſtotle, Dio- 
ehus. nyſius of Halicarnaſſus, and Strabo, is not 
AxswER. eſſential to the Epopcea, It may be written in 
proſe, as ſome tragedies are written without rhyme. 
A man may make verſes without poetry, and be very 
poetital without making verſes according to the rules of 
art: but he muſt be born a poet. hat conſtitutes 
poetry, is not the fixed number and lar cadence of 
the Gables ; but the ſentiment which animates the 
whole, the lively fiction, the bold figures, the beauty and 
variety of the images. It is the enthufiaſm, the fire, the 
impetuoſity, the energy, and I know not what, in the 
words and thoughts, which nature alone can give. All 
theſe qualifications are found in Telemachus. The 
author has therefore performed what Strabo ſays of 
Cadmus, Pherecides, and Hecateus: He bas perfectly 
imitated poetry ; be has indeed broken the meaſure of it, bat 
| be bas preſerved all the other poetical beauties. | 
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Lo! Homer lives and ſings again 1 
In Cambray's more inſtructi ve ſtrain, 

Which glowing virtue warms; . 
Nor clogg'd with jingling chains the Nine 
The ſoaring bard, that truth might ſhine 

In all her native charms*. 5 

And . . know not whether 7 2 of 
rhyme an e ſcrupulous. regularity of our European 
— 2 the Fixed and meaſured num- 
ber of feet, would not very much lower the flight and 
pathos of heroick pocſy. To move the paſſions ſtrongly, 
we muſt often negle& order and connection. It was for 
this reaſun that the Greeks and Romans, who painted 
every thing with life and taſte, uſed to invert their 
phraſes; their words had no certain place; they ranged 
them as they pleaſed. The languages of Europe are a 
compoſition of Latin, and of the jargon of all the barba- 
rous nations which ſubverted the Roman empire. Theſe 
northern people froze every thing like their climate, by a 
cold regularity of ſyntax. They knew 'nothing of the 
beautiful variety of long and ſhort ſyllables, which fo 
well imitates the delicate motions of the ſoul ; they pro- 
nounced every thing with the ſame coldneſs, and knew at 
firſt no other harmony in their words, than a vain jinglin 
of final ſyllables of the ſame ſound. Some Italians — 
Spaniards have endeavoured to free their verſe from the 
conſtraint of rhyme. An Engliſh poet + has done it 
with wonderful ſucceſs, and has even happily begun to 
introduce inverſions of phraſes into his language. —_— 
the French in time may reſume this noble freedom of the 
Pn __ 3 | 2 

ome, thro a groſs ignorance of the Second 

noble liberty of the epick poem, have re- odbjection 
proached Telemachus with being full of Nu — _ 
anachroniſms. BER” | 5 

The author of this poem has only imitated Answrz. 
the prince of the Latin poets, who could not 
but know that Dido was not cotemporary with Eneas 1. 


* Ode totheGentlemen of the Academy, by Mr. de la Motte. Firſt Ode. | 
f MitTox, and many others fince. 


According to the chronology of the famous Sir Itaac N wren, 
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The Pygmalion of Telemachus the brother of this Dido, 

Seſoſtrts who is ſaid to have lived about the ſame time, 
c. are no more faults than the anachroniſm of Virgil. 
Why ſhould we cenſure a poet fo * breaking 
through the _ of time, ſince it is ſometimes a beauty 
to break through the order of nature? It would not in- 
deed be 1 5 to —_— an hiſtorical f at that, hap: : 
pened not long ſince; e ul whoſe 
annals are ſo — and involved 1 in ſo m 10 „ a 
A 3 n ancient traditions to his ſujet. This 


opinion, and Horice confirms it. —— 
biftorians have written, 'that Dido was chaſte, and Pene- 


a trumpet ; that Helen never ſaw Troy, nor Eneas 
re And yet Homer afid Virgil made no ſcruple to 
depart from hiſtory, to make their fables more inſtruo- 
tire. Why ſhall not the author of Telemachus be allow- 

ed, for the inſtructĩon 4 a ; young priace, to bring the 
| 2 of antiqui togerh 150 elemachus, Seſoſtris, Neſ- 

tor, Idomeneus, Poe l in order ta unite 
broker 2 Fe: ders of good and 
ſe rtues were to be imitated and vices 
— 
. Third 3 Some cenſure the author of Telemachus for 
ton againſt having" inſerted the gw? of Calypſo and, 
Telemathus. Eucharis i n his poem nd ſeveral other de- 
ſeriptions of che ſame 544. „ viich ſeem, they ſay, too 


full of on. 
bar * Tue bett after to this objection I Fe 
Angus. effect which Telemachus produced i in the 
heart of the young prince for whom it was written. Per- 
ſons of a lower yank have not-the ſame need- to be cau- 
tioned againft the dangers, to which eIyvetjon and autho- 


expoſe thoſe w 0 45e deflined to xeign.: If our 
—— for k 'man who was to have Spatel Bf . 


a. /4 theſe deſcriptions would have han be leſs negeſ- 
* — Folks, in by of . our 

where K iteneſs, w re ev 0 
mh ren A Na e pleaſure, and — that 
i him is employed to. ſeduce him; for ſuch a 
ince, 1 fay, nothing was more neceflary than to repte- 
Font to bien wick that amiable modeſty, that innocence ahd. 
wiſdom which are found in the Telemachus, all the ſedu- 


cing 
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eing wiles of an extravagant paſſion; than to paint this 
vice in its imaginary beauty, in order afterwards to make 
him ſenſible of its real detormity; and to ſhew him the 
utmoſt depth of the abyſs, to prevent his falling into it, 
and even to remove him far from the brink of ſo dread- 
ful a precipice. It was therefore wiſe and worthy of our 
author to caution his pupil = the extravagant paſſions 
of youth by the fable of Calypſo; and to give him, in 
the hiſtory of Antiope, an example of a chaſte and law- 


ful love. By thus repreſenting this paſſion to us, ſome- 


times as a weakneſs unworthy of a great ſoul, ſometimes 
as a virtue worthy of a hero, he ſhews us that love is not 
beneath the majeſty of the Epopœa, and thereby unites 


in his poem the tender paſſions of modern romances, and 


the heroick virtues of the ancient poetry. 


Some think that the author of Telema- Fourth ob- 


chus too much exhauſts his ſubject, by the jecion 
fertility and richneſs of his geniuss He — Try 
ſays every thing, and leaves nothing to the : 
thoughts of others. Like Homer, he ſets all nature 
before our eyes. We are better pleaſed with an au- 
thor who, like Horace, includes a great deal in a few 


words, and gives us the pleaſure of unfolding the extent 
of them. 


It is true that the imagination can add , _ 
nothing to the pictures of our poet; but the ae 
mind by purſuing his ideas, opens and extends itſelf. 
When his buſineſs is to paint, his pictures are perfect, and 


want nothing; when it is to inſtru, his inſtructions are 


fruitful, and we diſcover in them a vaſt extent of thoughts, 
He leaves nothing to the imagination, but he furniſhes 
infinite matter for thinking. This was ſuitable to the 
character of the prince for whom alone the work was 
written. He diſcovered in his infancy a happy and fruit- 
ful imagination, an elevated and extenſive genius, which 
made him reliſh the beautiful parts of Homer and Vir- 
il. 4 was this 5 fuggrie 5 our author the de- 
of a poem, which might equally contain the heau- 
2 of both thoſe — This plenty of beautiful 
images was neceſſary to employ the imagination, and 
form the taſte, . It is evident that theſe 
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graces might have been as eaſily ſuppreſſed as produced, 
and that they ariſe as much from deſign as fecundity, in 
order to anſwer the wants of the prince and the views of 
the author. |. 2264 | 


It has been objefted... that che hero .and 


Fifth objec- | 

2 was 4 fable of this poem have mo relation to the 
Telema- French nation; whereas Homer and Virgi 
chus. have intereſted the Greeks and Romans, 5 


making choice of actions and actors from the hiſtories of 


. If the author has not ad the 
French in particular, he has dane more; he 


has intereſted all mankind. His plan is more extenſive 
than that of either of the two old poets, It is greater to 


inſtruct all mankind at onde, than to -confine one's! pre- 
cepts to a particular country. Self- love bids us direct 
erery thing to it, and is diſcovered even in the love of 


| our country: but a generous ſoul ought to have more ex- 


tenſive views. | | „ 
Beſides, was not France greatly intereſted in a work, 


which had formed for her a prince the moſt proper 'one 


day to govern her according te. her wants and defires, 
like a father of his people and a Chriſtian hero? What 
was ſeen of this prince gave hopes, and was the firſt fruits 
of what was to follow; the neighbours of France were 
already intereſted in it as in an univerſal bleſſing, and the 
fable of the Greek, became the hiſtory. of the Freneb 


. The author had a greater deſign than that of pleaſing 
his own 2 1 to ſerve it, without its 
elping to ſorin · ſor it a prince, who even 

in the ſports of his infancy ſeemed born to crown it with 
happineſs and glory. This auguſt child loved fables and 
mythology; it was neceſſary to take an advantage of his 
taſte, and to ſhew him in what he was fond of, the ſolid 
and the beautiful, the ſimple and the great, and to im- 
print _ his mind by affecting actions generous: pritici- 
„which might caution hiin againſt the dangers of the 
igheſt birth and ſupreme power. With this view, a 
Greek hero, and. 2 poem in imitation of Homer and 
Virgil, the hiſtories bf foreign countries, times and 


actions, 
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actions, were extremely proper, and perhaps the only 
means of ſetting the author at full liberty to paint, with 
truth and force, all the rocks which threaten princes in 
all ages. 55 1 5 | 
It happens by a natural and neceſſary conſequence, that 
theſe univerſal truths may ſometime; ſeem to relate to the 
hiſtories of the preſent time, and the actual ſtate of things; 
but theſe are only general relations, which have no par- 
ticular applications; it was neceſſary that the fictions 
which were deſigned to form the infancy of the young 
prince, ſhould comprehend precepts for all the moments 
of his life. 

This ſuitableneſs of general maxims of morality to all 
ſorts of circumſtances, raiſes our admiration of the ferti- 
lity, depth and wiſdom of the author; but it does not ex- 
cuſe the injuſtice of his enemies, who have endeavoured 
to find in his Telemachus certain odious allegories, and 
to pervert the wiſeſt and moſt ſober deſigns into the moſt 
outrageous ſatires againſt all he moſt reſpected. They 
have 1nverted the characters, to find imaginary relations, 
and to poiſon the pureſt intentions. Should the author 
have ſuppreſſed theſe fundamental maxims of ſuch ſound 
and ſeaſonable morality and politicks, becauſe the moſt 
diſcreet manner of ſaying them, could not ſhelter them 
from the miſconſtructions of thoſe who delight in the 
baſeſt malice ? 

Our illuſtrious author has therefore united in his poem 
the greateſt beauties of the antients. He has all the en- 
thufiaſm and profuſion of Homer, and all the magnifi- 
cence and regularity of Virgil. Like the Greek. poet, 
he 2 every thing with ſtrength, ſimplicity and life, 
and has variety in his fable and diverſity in his cha- 
racters; his reflections are moral, his deſcriptions lively, 
his imagination fruitful, and every where that beauti- 
ful fire which nature alone can beſtow. Like the 
Latin poet, he perfectly obſerves the unity of action, 
the uniformity of character, the order and rules of art. 
His judgment is profound and his thoughts elevated, 
while he at the — time unites the natural to the 
noble, and the ſimple to the ſublime. Art every where 
becomes nature. But the _ of our poet is more per- 

| 2 
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ſect than thoſe of Homer and Virgil, his morality more 
pure, and his ſentiments more noble. From all this let 
ns conclude, that the author of Telemachus has ſhewn 
by this poem, that the French nation is capable of all 
the delicacy of the Greeks, and of all the great ſenti- 
ments of the Romans, The elogium of the author is 


END OF MR. RAMSAY'S DISCOURSE. 
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TELEMACHU $ 
Tu SON or ULYSSES. 


OOK Tt+u#z FIRST, 


9 73 4 os : 

The ARGUMENT. 

Telemachus, guided by Minerva, in the ſhape of Mentor, gets 
on ſoore & © @ ſhipwreck in the iſland of the Godd:/ 
Calypf, tho was ll Gewaiting the departure of Ulyyes. 
The Goddeſs gives him a kind reception, conceives a paſ- 
fron for him, offers bim immortality, and deferes of him an 
account of his adventures. He relates to ber his voyage to 
Pylos. and, Lacedemon; . his ſhipwreck on the coaſt of Si- 
cily ; . the danger he was in of being ſacrificed to the manes 
of Anchiſes; the aſſiſtance which Mentor and he gave 
Aceſtes in an incurſion of Barbarians, and the care awhich 
this king took to requite their ſervice, by giving them a 
Tyrian ſoip to return to their own country. 


(ALT could not he comforted for the departure 
of Ulyſſes: in her grief ſhe found herſelf unhappy 
by being immortal. Her grotto no longer echoed with 
the ſweet muſie of her voice: the nymphs who attended 
her dared net ſpeak to her. She often walked alone on 
the flowery turf, with, which an eternal ſpring ſurrounded 
her iſland : but theſe beautiful ſcenes, far from alleviatin 

her ſorrow, did but recall to her the ſad remembrance o 

Ulyſſes, whom dans wa ſo many times _ 
VVV 1 3 1 55 
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ber. She often ſtood motionleſs on the ſea-ſhore which 
ſhe watered with her tears, and was continually turned 
towards the part where the ſhip of Ulyſſes, ploughing the 
waves, had diſappeared from her eyes. On a ſudden 
ſhe perceived the fragments of a veſſel that had juſt been 
wrecked, rowers benches broken in pieces, oars ſcattered 
here and there on the ſand, a rudder, a maſt and cordage 
floating on the thore. Then ſhe deſcried two men at 
a diſtance; one of them ſeemed in years, the other, 
though young, reſembled Ulyſſes. He had his ſweet and 
noble aſpect, with his ſtature and majeſtick port. Ihe 
Goddeſs knew him to be Telemachus, the ſon of that 
hero; but though the Gods far ſurpaſs all men in know- 
ledge, ſhe could not diſcover who the venerable perſon 
was by whom Telemachus was attended: becauſe the 
ſuperior Gods conceal from the inferior whatever they 
pleaſe; and Minerva, who accompanied Jelemachus in 
the ſhape of Mentor, would not be known by Calypſo, 
Mean time Calypfo rejoiced at a wreck which brought 
the ſon of Ulyſſes, ſo like his father, into her · iſland, 
She advances towards him, and without ſeeming io know 
who he is, Wha: inſpires you, ſays ſhe to him, with the 
preſumption to land in my iſland? Know, young ſtranger, 
that none enters my empire unpuniſhed. She endeavoured 
to hide under theſe threatening words the joy of her heart, 
which in ſpite of her appeared in her face. | 
Telemachus anſwered, O! whoever you are, whether 
a mortal or a Goddeſs (though none can ſee and not take 
you for a deity) can you be infenfible to the misfortunes 
of a ſon, who, ſeeking his father through perils of winds 
and waves, has ſeen his veſſel ſplit againſt your rocks? 
Who then is your father you are in queſt of? replied the 
Goddeſs. He is called Ulyſſes, ſaid Telemachus ; he is 
one of the kings who have, after a ten years ſiege, ſub- 
verted the famous Troy. His name was reno 
through all Greece and Afia ſor his valour in combat, 
and yet more ſo for his wiſdom in council, Now wan- 
dering o'er the whole extent of ſeas, he runs through all 
the moſt terrible dangers. His country ſeems to fly 
before him. Penelope his wife, and I his ſon, have loſt 
all hopes of ever ſeeing him again. I am running the 
ſame hazards as he, to learn where he is. But, what do 
I ſay! perhaps he is now buried in the profound —_ 
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of the ſea. Pity our woes; and, O Goddeſs! if you 
know what the deſtinies have done either to ſave or ' 
deftroy Ulyſſes, deign to inform his ſon Telemachus 

Calypſo, ſurprized and moved at finding ſo much wiſ- 


| 2 and eloquence in ſuch blooming youth, could not 


atisfy her eyes with looking upon him, and remained 
ſilent. At length ſhe ſaid to him, We will inform you, 
Telemachus, what has befallen your father; but the hiſ- 
_ of it is long, and it is time for you to refreſh your- 
ſelf after your toils. Come into the place of my abode, 
where I will receive you as my ſon: come, you ſhall be 
my comfort in this ſolitude; and I will procure you hap- 
pineſs, if you know how to enjoy it. 

Telemachus followed the Goddeſs incircled by a crowd 
of young nymphs, above whom ſhe raiſed her whole head, 


as a large oak in a foreſt raiſes its thick branches above 


all the ſurrounding trees. He admired the luſtre of her 
beauty, the rich purple of her long flowing robe, her hair 
tied with graceful negligence behind, the fre which flaſhed 
from her eyes, and the mildneſs which tempered its vi- 
vacity. Mentor, with downcaſt eyes and a modeſt filence, * 
followed 'Telemachus. a | 
They came to the entrance of Calypſo's grotto, where 
Telemachus was ſurprized to ſee, wich an appearance of 
a rural ſimplicity, all that can charm the eye. There 
was ſeen indeed neither gold, nor ſilver, nor marble, nor 
columns, nor pictures, nor ſtatues: the grotto was hewn 
out of the rock, in arches lined with ſhells and pebbles ; 
its tapeſtry was a young vine which extended irs pliant 
branches equally on all fides. Gentle Zephirs here 
maintained, in ſpite of the beams of the Sun, a delight- 
ful coolneſs. Fountains, ſweetly purling through men» 
dows ſown with amaranths and violets, formed, in vari- 
ous places, baths as pure and clear as ctyſtal. A thou- 
ſand ſpringing flowers enamelled the verdant carpets 


which ſurrounded the grotto. There was found a whole 


wood of thoſe tufted trees which bear apples of gold, and 

whoſe bloſſoms, which are renewed in all ſeaſons, ſhed 

the ſweeteſt of all perfumes. This wood ſeemed to 

crown thoſe beautif — - 
| B 5 | 
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the rays of the Sun could not penetrate. Here nothing 
was ever heard but the warbling of birds, or the mur- 
murs of a brook, which, ruſhing from the top of a rock, 
fell in large and frothy ſtreams, and fled acroſs the 
meadow. 
The Goddeſs's grotto was on the declivity of a hill, 
from whence one Feheld the ſea, ſometimes clear and 
ſmooth as glaſs, ſometimes idly irritated againſt the rocks 
on which it broke, bellowing and ſwelling its waves like 
mountains. From another Fae was ſeen a river, in which 
were 1flands bordered with blooming limes, and lofty 
poplars, which raiſed their haughty heads even to the 
clouds. The ſeveral channels, which formed thoſe iſlands. 
| ſeemed ſporting in the plain. Some rolled their limpid 
waters with rapidity; ſome had a peaceful and ſleepy 
 Mftream; others by long windings ran back again, to re- 
aſcend as it were to their ſource, and ſeemed not to have 
power to leave theſe enchanting borders. At a diſtance 
were ſeen hills and mountains, which loſt themſelves in 
the clouds, and formed, by their fantaſtick figures, as de- 
lightful an horizon as the eye could wiſh to behold. The 
neighbouring mountains were covered with verdant vine 
branches, hanging in feſtoons; the grapes, brighter than 
purple, could not conceal themſelves under the leaves, 
and the vine was overloaded with its fruit. The bg, the 
olive, the pomegranate, and all other trees, overſpread 
the plain, and made it a large garden. | 
Calypſo, having ſhewn Telemachus all theſe natural 
beauties, ſaid to him, Repoſe yourſelf, your garments 
are wet, it is time for you to change them; afterwards I 
will ſee you again, and relate things with which your 
heart will be touched. The Goddeſs then cauſed him 
and Mentor to enter into the moſt ſecret and retired part 


of a grotto next to that in which ſhe herſelf reſided. In 


this apartment the nymphs had taken care to light a 
reat fire of cedar- wood, whoſe fragrant odor diffuſed 1t- 
lelf on all fides, and had left veſtments in it for their 
new gueſts, Telemachus, ſeeing they had allotted him 
-a tunic of fine wool, whoſe nach eclipſed that of 
ſaow, and a purple robe embroidered- with gold, _ 
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the pleaſure which is natural to youth, in viewing their 
magnificence. . - 3 1 
Nentor ſaid to him in a grave tone, Are theſe, Tele- 

machus, the thoughts which ought to poſſeſs the heart 
of the ſon of Ulyſſes? Think rather of ſupporting your 
tather's reputation, and of conquering the fortune which 

rſecutes you, A young man who loves to deck him- 
ſelf vainly like a woman, is unworthy of wiſdom and 
glory: glory is due only to a ſoul which knows to beat 
pain, and trample pleaſures under foot. | 

Telemachus anſwered fighing, May the Gods deftroy 
me rather than ſuffer luxury and roluptuouſneſs to take 
poſſeſſion of my heart; no, no, the ſon of Ulyſſes ſhall 
never be vanquiſhed by the charms of a ſoft and an effe- 
minate life. But how gracious is heaven in di recting us 
after our ſhipwreck to this Goddeſs, or this mortal, who 
loads us with benefits !. ' 

Fear, replied Mentor, left ſhe load you with evils : 
fear her ſweet, deceitful words more than the rocks which 
dafhed your veſſel in pieces. Shipwreck and death are 


leſs fatal than pleaſures which attack vittue, 'T ak: heed 


not to credit what ſhe will relate to you. Youth is pre- 
ſumptuous; it hopes every thing from. itſelf; though 
frail, it thinks itſelf all-ſufficient, and that it has never 
aoy. thing to fear; it is credulous and unwary. Be ſure 
not to regard Calypſo's ſweet and flattering words, which 
will infinuate themſelves like a ſerpent under flowers. 
Suſpect their hidden poiſon, miſtruſt yourſelf, and always 
wait for my advice. | 5 
After this, they returned to. Calypſo, who was waiting 
for them. The nymphs with braided hair and white 


veſtments immediately ſerved up a plain repaſt, but ex- 


guiſite with regard to its taſte and elegance. There was 
no fleſh but that of birds which they had taken in their 
nets, or of beaſts which they had killed with their arrows, 


in the chace. Wine, more delicious than nectar, flowed. 


from large filver vaſes into golden cups crowned with 
flowers. There were brought in baſkets all the fruits 
which the ſpring promiſes, and autuma laviſhes on the 
earth. At the ſame time four young nymphs began to- 
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ſing. They firſt ſung the war of the Gods againſt the 
giants ; then the loves of Jupiter and Semele; the birth 
of Bacchus, and his education under old Silenus; the race 
of Atalanta and Hippomenes, whe was conqueror by 
means of the golden apples gathered in the gardens of the 
Heſperides : at laſt the Trojan war was likewiſe ſung, and 
the combats and wiſdom of Ulyſſes extolled to the ſkies. 
The chief of the nymphs, whoſe name was Leucothoe, 
Joined the harmony of her lyre to the ſweet voices of all 
the others. When Telemachus heard the name of his 
father, the tears which ran down his cheeks gave a new 
Juftre to his beauty. But as Calypſo perceived that he 
could not eat, and that he was ſeized with prief, ſhe made 
a fign to the nymphs; upon which they Go the battle 
of | Centaurs with the Lapithæ, and the deſcent of Or- 
pheus to hell to fetch his dear Eurydice from thence. 
When the repaſt was ended, the Goddeſs took Tele- 
machus aſide, and beſpoke him thus: You ſee, ſon of the 
great Ulyſſes, with what favour I receive you; I am im- 
mortal; no man can enter this iſland without being pu- 
niſhed for his temerity ; and even your ſhipwreck would 
not ſave you from my indignation, if 1 did not moreover 
love you. Your father had the ſame good fortune as you; 
but alas! he was not wiſe enough to turn it to his ad- 
vantage. I detained him a leng while in this ifland ; he 
might here have lived with me in a ſtate of immortality ; 
but the blind paſſion of — to his wretched coun- 
try, made him rejeR all theſe advantages. You ſee all 
he has loſt for Ithaca, which he will never ſee again. He 
was reſolved to leave me; he departed, and I was re- 
venged by the tempeſt: his veſſel, having long been the 
ſport of the winds, was buried in the waves. Make a 
Tight uſe of ſo ſad an example. After his ſhipwreck you 
can have no hopes of either ſeeing him again, or of ever 
reigning in the iſ.and of Ithaca after him; be not afflicted 
at his loſs, ſince you find a Goddeſs ready to make you 
happy, and a kingdom which ſhe offers you. To theſe 
words Calypſo added a long diſcourſe, to ſhew how happy 
Vlyſſes had been with her. She recited his adventures in 
the cave of Polyphemus the Cyclop, and in the country of 
Antiphates ki. g of the Leftrigons. She forgot not what 
Lappened to bim in the fand of Ciree the OY 
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the Sun, and the dangers he was in between Scylla and 
Charybdis. She deſcribed the laſt ſtorm which Neptune 
had raiſed againſt him when he departed from her; and 
deſigning to make Telemachus think that he periſhed in 
this tempeſt, ſhe ſuppreſſed his arrival in the iſland of the 
Phzacians. Es | 
Telemachus, who had at firſt too haſtily abandoned 
himſelf to joy at being ſo well treated by Calvpſo, at 
length perceived her artifice, and the wiſdom of the coun- 
ſels which / Mentor had juſt given him. He rephied in a 
few words, O Goddeſs, excuſe my ſorrow. I cannot at 
preſent but grieve. Perhaps hereafter I may be more able 
to reliſh the happineſs you offer me. Permit me now to 
weep for my father. You know better than I how muc 
he 4 to be lamented. | 
Calypſo, not daring to urge him further at firſt, pre- 
tended even to ſympathize with him in his grief, and to 
pity Ulyſſes. But the better to know the means of win- 
ning the heart of the youth, ſhe aſked him how he was 
wrecked, and by what accidents he was on her coaſts. 
The relation of my misfortunes, ſaid he, would be too 
tedious. No, no, replied ſhe, I long to know them; 
make haſte to relate them to me. She preſſed him a 
long while : at length, not being able to deny her, he 
began thus. | 
left Ithaca in order to go and inquire of the other 
kings returned from the fiege of Troy news of my father. 
My mother Penelope's ſuitors were ſurpriſed at my de- 
parture ; for knowing their treachery, I had taken care 
to conceal it from them. Neftor, whom I ſaw at Pylos, 
nor Menelaus, who received me in a friendly manner at 
Lacedæmon, could inform me whether my father was ſtill 
alive, Weary of living continually in ſuſpenſe and in- 
certainty, I reſolved to go into Sicily, where I had heard 
that my father had been driven by the winds. But the 
ſage Mentor, whom you ſee here preſent, oppoſed this 
. raſh deſign ; repreſenting to me the Cyclops, monſtrous 
iants who devour men, on the one fide; on the other, the 
| of Eneas and the Trojans, who were on thoſe coaſts; 
The Trojans, ſaid he, are exaſperated againft all the 
Greeks, and would take a fingular pleaſure in — 
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the blood of the ſon of Ulyſſes. Return, continued he, to 
Ithaca ; perhaps your father, beloved of the Gods, will 
be there as ſoon as you; but if the Gods have decreed 
his deſtruction, if he muſt never ſec his country again, 
you ſhould at leaſt go to revenge him, 10 ſet your mother 
at liberty, to maniteſt your wiſdom to the world, and to 
let all Greece ſee in you a king as worthy of reigning as 
ever Ulyſſes himſelf was. Thelz were ſalutary words; but 
T was not wiſe enough to liſten to them; 1 liſtened only 
to my paſſions. The ſage Mentor loved me fo well as to 
attend me in this raſh voyage, which I undertook contrary 
to his counſel; and the Gods permitted me to commit a 
fault, which was to cure me of my preſumption. 
Whilſt: Telemachus was ſpeaking,. Calypſo gazed at 


Mentor. She was aſtoniſhed, and tancied the perceived 
in him ſomething divine; but ſhe could not clear up the 
confuſion of her thoughts. She remained therefore full 
of fear and ſuſpicion at the ſight of this ſtranger. And 
being apprehenſive that ſhe ſhould diſcover her diſorder, 
Go on, {ſaid ſhe to Telemachus, and ſatisfy my curioſiiy. 
Telemachus thus reſumed his ſtory, | 


* 


We had for a long time a favourable wind for ſailing 
to Sicih; but at lait a black tempeſt raviſhed the hea- 
vens from our eyes, and we were involved in a profound 
night. By the flaſhes of lightning we diſcoyered other 
ſhups expoſed to the ſame danger, and preſently knew that 
they were Ancas's fleet; no leſs formidable to us than 
the rocks themſelves. Then 1 perceived, but too late, 
what the heat of my imprudent youth had hindered me 
from conſidering with attention. Mentor appeared in this 
danger not only firm and intrepid, but more gay than 
wſval. It was he who encouraged me, and, I was ſenſible 
that he inſpired me with aa invincible; ſortitude. He 
gave out all orders with tranquillity, while the pilot was 
at a loſs what to do. Dear Mentor, ſaid.I, why did L 
refuſe to yield to your counſels? How wretched 1 am in 
following my own, at an age when one has no foreſight of 
the future, no experience of the pait, nor wiſdom to go- 
vern the preſent! O, ſhould we ever eſcape this tempeſt, 
Iwill miſtru myſelf as my moſt dangerous enemy; you, 
"Mentor, ſhall always zule ma. 
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Mentor replied with a ſmile, I am far from reproachi 
you with ho fault you have committed ; it — — 
you are ſenſible of it, and that it will teach you another 
time to curb your defires. But when the danger is over, 
your preſumption perhaps will return. We muſt however 
at preſent ſupport ourſelves by our courage. Before we 
run into danger, we ſhould foreſce and apprehend it; but 
when one is 1n it, we have nothing to do but to deſpiſe 
it. Be therefore the worthy ſon of Ulyſſes, and manifeſt 

a courage ſuperior to all the dangers which threaten you. 
The good-nature and courage of Mentor charmed me; 
but I was ſtill much more ſurpriſed, when 1 faw with 
what dexterity he delivered us from the Trojans. The 
moment the heavens began to clear up, and the 'Trojans 
ſeeing us near could not but have known us, he obſerved 
one of their ſhips, which nearly reſembled ours, and had 
been ſeparated by the ftorm, whoſe ſtern was crowned 
with certain flowers. He immediately placed garlands 
of the like flowers upon our ſtern; he tied them himſelf 
with ribbands of the ſame colour as thoſe of the Trojans, 
and ordered all our rowers to ſtoop as cloſe as poſſible to 
their benches, that they might not be known. by the 
enemy. In this condition we paſſed through the midſt of 
their fleet, while they ſhouted for joy at ſeeing us, as 
though they had ſeen their companions, whom t 
thought they had loft : nay, we were conſtrained, by the 
violence of the ſea, to ſail a good while along with them. 
At laft we ftaid a little behind; and whilſt the impetuous 
winds drove them towards Africa, we made our utmoſt 
efforts to land, by dint of rowing, on the neighbouring 
coaſt of Sicily.- ; ' * 2 | 
We indeed arrived there, but what we ſought was no 
leſs fatal than the fleet which occaſioned our flight. We 
found on this coaſt of Sicily other Trojans, and conſe- 
quently enemies of the Greeks. Here reigned old Aceſtes, 
who — from Troy. We had hardly reached the 
ſhore, but the inhabitants, ſuppoſing us either other peõ- 
ple of the iſland, who had taken arms to ſurpriſe them, 
or foreigners who came to ſeize their lands, burnt our 
veſſel in the firſt tranſport of their rage, and murdered 
All our companions; reſerving only Mentor and myſelf 
. f MY „ ; 1 24 to 
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to preſent us to Aceſtes, that he might learn from us 
what were our deſigns, and from whence we came. We 
entered the city with our hands tied behind our backs, 
and our death was deferred only that we might ſerve for 


a a fight to a cruel people, when they ſhould know that we 


were Grecks. | 
We were immediately preſented to Aceſtes, who hold- 
ing his golden ſceptre in his hand, was adminiſtering juſ- 
tice among the people, and preparing for a grand ſacri- 
fice. He aſked us, in a ftern voice, Of what country we 
were, and the occaſion of our voyage? Mentor imme- 
diately replied, and ſaid to him, We come from the coaft 
of Great Heſperia, and our country is not far from 
thence. Thus he avoided ſaying that we were Greeks. 
But Aceſtes, without hearing any thing more, and taking 
us for foreigners, who concealed our defign, ordered us 
to be ſent into a neighbouring foreſt, to ſerve as ſlaves 
under thoſe who tended his flocks. This condition ap- 
pearing to me more intolerable than death, O king, 
cried 1, put us to death rather than treat us thus unwor- 
thily. * that I am Telemachus, the ſon of the ſage 


Ulyſſes, * of the Ithacans; I am ſeeking my father in 
11 


every ſea; if I can neither find him, nor return to my 


native country, nor avoid ſlavery, take from me a life 
which I cannot ſupport. | 


I had hardly uttered theſe words when all the enraged 
p_ cried out, That they — to put to death the ſon 
of the creel Ulyſſes, whoſe artifices had deſtroyed the city 
of Troy. O ſon of Ulyſſes, ſaid Aceſtes to me, I cannot 
refuſe your blood to the manes of the many Trojans whom 
your father has ſent to the banks of black Cocytus ; you, 
and he who conducts you, ſhall die. At the ſame time 
an old man of the company adviſed the king to ſacrifice us 


on the tomb of Anchiſes. Their blood, ſaid he, will be 


rateful to the ſhade of that hero; Eneas himſelf, when 
ſhall hear of ſuch a ſacrifice, will rejoice to fee how 
much you love what of all things in the world was the 


deareſt to him. All the people applauded this pro- 


— and thought of nothing but of ſacrificing us. 
[They were 22 us to the tomb of Anchiſes; 


they had there eretied two altars, on which the holy fire 


was kindled ; the knife which was to ſlay us was before 
our 


Book I. TELEMACHUS. 14 


our eyes; we were -crowned with flowers; no pity could 
. fave our lives; our fate was determined, when Mentor, 
calmly deſiring leave to ſpeak to the king, ſaid to him, 
O Aceſtes, if the misfortunes of the youthful Tele- 
machus, who never bore arms againft the Trojans, can- 
not move you; at leaſt let yo r own intereſt move you. 
The knowledge I have obtained of preſages and the will 
of the Gods, informs me, that before three days are 
elapſed, you will be attacked by barbarous nations, which 
are coming like a torrent from the tops of the mountains 
to overſlow your city, and to ravage all your country. 
Make haſte to prevent them; put your ſabjefts under 
arms, and delay not a moment to drive within your 
walls the rich flocks and herds which you have in the 
fields. If my prediction is falſe, you will be at liberty to 
ſacrifice us in three days; if on the contrary it is true, 
ou will remember that you ought not to take away the 
life of thoſe to whom you owe your, own. 
Aceſtes was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, which Mentor 
| nced with a confidenee which he had never found 
in any man. I plainly perceive, O ranger, replied he, 
that the Gods, who have allotted you ſo ſmall a portion 
of the gifts of fortune, have given you a wiſdom which 
is more valuable than the greateſt proſperity. At the 
ſame time he put off the ſacrifice, and immediately gave 
the orders which were neceſſary to prevent the attack 
with which Mentor had threatened him. Nothing was 
ſeen on every fide but trembling women, men bowed 
down with age, and little children with tears in their 
eyes, retiring into the city. Herds of lowing oxen and 
flocks of bleating ſheep came in crowds, quitting their 
fat paſtures, and unable to find ſtabling enough to receive 
them. There was in all parts a confaſed noiſe of men, 
who preſſed upon and could not underitand each other, 
who took in this confuſion a ſtranger for their friend, and 
who run without knowing whither they were going. But 
the chiefs of the city, coticeiting themſelves wiſer than 
the reſt, imagined 4 Mentor was an impoſtor, Who 
had made a falſe prediction to ſave his life. ES 
Before the end of the third day, whilſt they were full 
of theſe thoughts, there was ſeen on the deſcent of the 
neighbouring mountains a curling cloud of duſt ; = 
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they perceived an innumeraþle hoſt of armed barbarians. 
They were the Hymerians, à ſayage people, with tho 
nat ions which inhahit the Nebrodien mountains, and the 
top of Agragas, where a winter reigns; which was never 
ſoftened by the Zephirs. They who had deſpiſed Men- 
tor's prediction, loſt their ſlayes and flocks. The king 
ſaid to Mentor, 1 forget that you are Greeks ; our ene- 
mies are become out faithful friends; the Gos have 
ſent you to ſave us; I do not expect leſs from your va- 


Jour than from the wiſdom of your counſels ; make haſte 


to ſuccour us. 


Mentor diſcovers in his eyes an intrepidiey which 
aſtoni the fierceſt warriors. He takes a buckler, a 
helmet, Sſword and a lance ;. he marſhals, the ſoldiers of 
Aceſtes; he marches at their head, and advances in good 
order tow-ards the enemy. Aceltes, though full of cou- 
rage, can by reaſon of his age only follow him at a diſ- 
tance. I follow him cloſer, hut cannot equal his valour, 
In the battle his cuicaſs reſembled the immortal; Fgis. 
rr ran from rank to rank wherever his blows deſoend- 

: ſo a Numidian lion, ſtung with hunger, fally on a 
SS of a feeble ſheep ; he rends, be ſlay s, ; he ſwims in 
2 and the ſhepherds, inſtead of ſuccouring. the er 
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he Barbarians, who to ſurpriſe t . 
themſelves ſurpriſed, and — — * The 
ſubjects of Aceſtes, animated by Mentors words and 
valour, felt a v out, of which they thought, themſelves 
incapable. With my, lance I killed the ſon of the ene- 
my's king; he was of my age, but be was taller than I; 
for theſe people are deſcended from a race of giants of 
the ſame origin as the Cyclops. He deſpiſed ſo weak an 
adverſary as me. But without being alarmed at his pro- 

ious Rrength, or ſavage and brutal air, I thruſt my 

ce againſt his breaſt, and made him, as he expired, 
vomit forth torrents. of black plood., ie had like to have 
cruſhed me in has fall. The clattering -of his arms re- 
ſougded in the mountains. I took the ſpoils, and re- 
turned to find Aceſtes. Mentor, haviag intirely routed 
the enemy, cut them in Pieces, and pu ued the fugiti ves 
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This ſo unexpected a ſucceſs made Mentor looked upon 
as a man beloved and inſpired by. the Gods. Aceſtes, 
touched with gratitude, told us, that he ſhould be in the 
greateſt fear for us, if ZEneas's fleet ſhould return to Si- 
cily. He gave us a ſhip to return without delay to our 
own country, loaded us with preſents, and preſſed us to 
depart, in order to prevent the evils he foreſaw. But 
not caring to give us either a pilot or rowers of his own 
nation, for fear they ſhould be too much expoſed upon 
the coaſt of Greece, he provided for us ſome Phœnieian 
merchants, who, trading with all the nations of the 
world, had nothing to fear, and were to bring back the 
veſſel to Aceſtes, when they bad left us in Ithaca: But 


the Gods, who ſport with the deſigns of men, reſerved 
us for other misfortunes, 


END OF THE FIRST Books. © 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus relates how he wwas taken in the Tyrian . 
the fleet Sœſaſtrit, and carried captive into Eg ypt. 
deſcribes the beauty of the country, and the wiſe government 
;4 its king. He adds, that Mentor was ſent a ſlave into 
| Ethiopia; that he himſelf was reduced to tend a flock in 
the deſert of Oafis; that Termoſfiric, a prieft of Apollo, 
comforted him, by teaching him to imitate Apollo, wuho had 
formerly been a ſhepherd to king Admetus; that Seſoftris 
du, at laſt infirmed of all the wonders which he did among 
the ſhepherds ; that bring convinced of his innocence, he re- 
called him, and promiſed to ſend him back to Ithaca; but 
that the death of this king plunged him again in fraſb miſ- 
fortunes ; that he was impriſoned in a tagggr on the ſea- 
Shore, from whence be ſaw the new king Bucchoris, who 
periſhed in a battle againſt his own ſubjects, who had re- 
- belled, and were affiſted by the Tyrians, 


HE Tyrians, by their pride, had irritated againſt 

[ them king Seſoftris, who reigned in Egypt, and had 
conquered many kingdoms. The riches they had acquired 
by commerce, and the ſtrength of their impregnable city 
of Tyre, which is ſituated in the ſea, having puffed uP 
the heart of theſe people, they had refuſed to pay Seſoſ- 
tris the tribute he impoſed upon them in his return * 
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his conqueſts, and had ſent ſome troops to his brother, 
who had attempted to aſſaſſinate him at his return, in the 
midſt of the rejoicings of a grand feſtival. | 

Seſoſtris had reſolved, in order to humble their pride, 
to interrupt their commerce in every ſea. His ſhips went 
to all parts in ſearch of the Phœnicians. An Egyptian 
fleet met us, as we began to loſe fight of the mountains 
of Sicily. The port and the land ed to fly from us, 
and to loſe themſelves in the clouds. At the ſame time 
we ſaw the Egyptian ſhips, like a floating city, ap- 
proaching. The Phaenicians knew, and endeavoured $0 

et clear of them; but it was too late. Their ſails were 
tter than ours; the wind favoured them; their rowers 
were more numerous. They board, take, and carry vs 
priſoners into Egypt. | | 

In vain did I repreſent to them that we were not Phar- 
nicians ; they hardly * to hear me. They took us 
for ſlaves in whom the Phcenicians traded, and thought 
only of the profit of ſuch a prize. We now obſerve the 
waves of the ſea to whiten by their confluence with thoſe 
of the Nile, and to perceive the coaſt of Egypt almoſt gs 
low as the ſea, We afterwards arrive at the iſle of Pha- 
ros, which is near to the city of No, and from thence 
ſail up the Nile as far as Memphis. 

If grief for our captivity had not rendered us inſenſi- 
ble to all pleaſures, our eyes would have been charmed 
with ſeeing this fertile country of Egypt, like a delight- 
ful garden watered by an infinite number of canals. We 
ans not caſt our eyes on either ſhore without ſeein 
opulent cities, country houſes agreeably ſituated, — 2 ; 
yearly covered with a golden harveſt without ever lying 
fallow, meadows full of flocks and herds, huſbandmen 
| bending under the weight of the fruits which the earth 

had poured out of her boſom, and ſhepherds who made 

all the echoes round them repeat the ſweet ſounds of their 

„ 1 
appy the ple, tor, who are | 

A wh Ling! hey abound ; they live happy, and love 

him to whom they owe all their happineſs. It is thus, 

added he, O Telemachus! that you ought to reign, and 


to cauſe the joy of your people, if ever the Gods put you 
| in 


ä& U— —̃—ͤꝶ̃ P — 
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the evils he has ſo long enduredd. 
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in poſſeſſion of the kingdom of your father. Love your 


- ſubjects as your children, reliſh the pleaſures of being 
beloved by them, and act ſo that they may never be ſen- 
ſible of peace and Joy, without remetnbering that it is 
a good king who made them theſe rich preſents. Kings, 
Who think only of making themſelves feared, and of 
-Humbling their people in order to render them more 
ſubmiſſive, are the ſcourges of human kind. They are 
feared as they deſire to be; but then they are hated, de- 
"teſted, and have more to apprehend from their ſubjects 
than their ſubjects have to apprehend ſrom them. 
IJ - anſwered Mentor, Alas! it is not our buſineſs to 
think of the maxims by which we ought to reign. There 
is no Ithaca for us, we ſhall never ſee our country nor 
Penelope again. And though even Ulyſſes ſhould return, 
full of glory, to his kingdom, he will never have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me there : never ſhall I have that of 
- obeyihg him in order to learn how to command. Let 
us die, my dear Mentor; other thoughts are no longer 
— us: let us die, fince the Gods have no pity 
of us. ; 
As I ſpoke thus, profound ſighs interrupted al! my 
words. But Mentor, who was apprehenſive of evils be- 
fore they happened, no longer knew what it was to fear 
them when they were preſent. Unworthy ſon of wiſe 
: Ulyſſes !' cried he, what! do you ſuffer yourſelf to be 
- vanquiſhed by your misfortunes! Know that you will 
one day Tee again the iſle of Ithaca and Penelope: 
{you ſhall ſee, even in his former glory, him whom you 
never knew, the invincible Ulyſſes; whom fortune can- 
not ſubdue, and who, in his calamities yet greater than 
yours, <teaches yon never to deſpair. O! if he ſhould 
hear, in the remote country on which the tempeſt has 
' thrown him, that his ſon knows to imitate neither his 
: patience nor his fortitude, the news would overwhelm 
im with ſhame, and be more grievous to him than all 
Mentor afterwards made me take notice of the joy and 
plenty which overſpread the whole country of Egypt, in 
: which were reckoned two-and-twenty thouſand cities. 
He ' admired the good government of theſe cities; the 
- yultice exerciſed in favour of the poor againſt the my 
© ; I | 
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the good education of children, who were trained up to 
- obechence, labour, fobriety, the love of arts or lettera; 
the exa&t obſervation of all religious ceremonies, the 
diſinterefted fpirit, the thirſt of bonour, the fidelity to- 
wards men, and the reverence of the Gods which every 
father inſtilled intochis children. He was never weary of 
admiring this beautiful order. Happy the people, was 
he continually ſaying to me, who are thus governed by 
a wiſe king! but ſtill more happy the king who cauſes the 
felicity of ſuch multitudes, and finds his on in his vir- 
tue! He holds men by-a chain an hundred times ſtronger 
than that of fear, namely, that of: love. Men not only 
obey, but even delight to obey him. He reigns in all 
hearts; every one inſtead of withing to get rid of him, is 
afraid of loſing him, and would lay down his life for him. 

I was attentive to what Mentor ſaid, and perceived 
that my courage revived from the bottom of my heart as 
my wiſe friend was talking to me. As ſoon as we ar- 
rived at Memphis, a rich and magnificent! city, the go- 
vernor ordered that we ſhould go as far as A hghes, to be 
preſented to — who was deſirous of 1 
into things hinifelf, and was greatly exaſperated again 
the Tyrians. We therefore ſtill proceeded up the Nile, 
as far as the famous Thebes, which has an hundred gates, 
and was the place of this great prince's reſidence. This 
city appeared to us of a prodigious extent, and more 
pulous than the moſt flouriſhing cities of Greece. Its 
policy is perfe& with regard to the næatneſs of the. ſtreets, 
water · courſes, the conveniency of baths, the culture bf 
arts, and the public ſafety. The ſquares are adorned 
with fountains and obeliſks; the temples: are of marble, 
and of a plain but majeſtick architecture. The prince's 
pom alone is like a great city: nothing is ſeen there 
but marble columns, pyramids and obeliſks, Coloſſean 
ſtatues, and furniture of ſolid gold and filver..', , 

Thoſe who had taken us told the king, that we were 
found on board a Phanician ſhip. He gave audience 
every day, at certa in ſtated hours, to all his ſubjects who 
e ee, . tot make, or informations to give 
him. Ile neither deſpiſed nor repulſed any man, and 
thought himſelf a king only to do good to his ſubjects, 
whom he loved as his children. As for ſtrangers, —_ 
1 8.4 : CELV 
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ceived them with indulgence, and was deſirous of ſeeing 

them; becauſe he thought that one always learns ſome- 

thing uſeful, by informing: one's ſelf of the cuſtoms and 

maxims of diſtant nations. This curiofity of the king was 

the occaſion of our being brought before him. | He was 

on an ivory throne, holding a golden * in his hand. 

He was now in years, but agreeable, full of ſweetneſs 

and majeſty, He adminift juſtice daily among his 

people, with a patience and wiſdom which all admired 

without flattery. After having toiled all the day in ſet- 

tling publick affairs, and in rendering impartial juſtice, he 

refreſhed himſelf in the evening in hearing of the learn- 

ed, or in converſing with the beſt of men, -whom he well 

knew how to ſelect and admit into his familiarity. He 

could not be reproached in all his life, but with having 

triumphed with too much oſtentation over the kings he 

* conquered, and with'repoſing too much confidence in one 
| of his ſubjects, whoſe picture I ſhall preſently give you. 

When he ſaw me, he pitied my youth; he aſked me my 

name and my country, and we were aſtoniſhed at the 

_ which flowed from his mouth. I 8 

O mi rince, you are no ſtranger to the ſiege roy, 

which label ten ey and its JeftruRion — coſt all 

Greece ſo much blood. Ulyſſes my father was one of the 

| principal kings who deſtroyed that city. He wanders 

| | * © througheevery ſca, without being able to find the iſle of 

| Ithaca, his kingdom. I am in ſearch of him, and a miſ- 

Z fortune like his was the occaſion of my being taken. 

| Reſtore me to my father and to my country : ſo may the 

| Gods preſerve you to your children, and make them ſen- 
- ible of the happineſs of living under ſo good a father. 

Seſoſtris continued to behold me with an eye of com- 

| paſſion : but defiring to know if what I ſaid was true, he 

1 referred us to one of his officers, who was commanded 10 

| | inform himſelf of thoſe who had taken our ſhip, whether 

| | we were really Greeks or Pheœnicians. If they are Phæ- 

| nicians, ſaid the king, they muſt be doubly puniſhed for 

being our enemies, and ftill mere for having endeavoured 

1 to deceive us by a baſe lye. If on the contrary they are 

1 Greeks, I would haveithem treated kindly, and ſent back 

: to their own country in one of my ſhips: for I love 

[| Greece : ſeveral Egyptians have becn legiſlators there. 


I am 
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J am no ftranger to the virtue of Hercules ; the fame of 
Achilles has reached even to us; and I admire what has 
been told me of the wiſdom of the unhappy Ulyſſes, It 
is a pleaſure to me to relieve virtue in diſtreſs. 
'The officer to whom the king committed the * iry- 
into our affair, had a foul as corrupted and artful, as 
Seſoſtris was ſincere and generous. This officer was 
called Metophis. He endeavoured to enſnare us by his 
queſtions, and perceiving that Mentor anſwered with 
more wiſdom than I, he ed upon him with averfion 
and jealouſy ; for the bad are provoked at the good. He 
ſeparated us, and from that time I knew not what was 
become of Mentor. This ſeparation was a thunderbolt 


to me. Metophis always hoped that by examining us 


3 he ſhould make us ſay contrary things; he 
hoped eſpecially to dazzle me by flattering promiſes, and 
to make me confeſs what Mentor might have concealed 
from him. In ſhort, he did not really ſeek for the truth, 
but endeavoured to find ſome pretence to tell the king 
that we were Phcenicians, in order to make us his ſlaves. 
In fact, notwithſtanding our innocence and the king's 
ſagacity, he found the. means of deceiving him. Alas! 
to what are kings expoſed? Even the wiſeſt are fre- 
quently abuſed. Artful and ſelfiſh men ſurround them; 
the good retire, becauſe they are neither importunate . 
nor flatterers: the good wait till they are ſought after, 
and princes do nat often ſeek after them. On the con- 
trary, the wicked are impudent, treacherous, inſinuating 
and officious, artful diſſemblers, ready to do any thi 
againſt honour and conſcience, to gratify the paſſions o 
him who reigns. , O! how un is a king in bein 
expoſed to artifices of the wicked! He 1s ruined 1 


he does not repulſe ry, and if he loves not thoſe who 
boldly tell him the tri Theſe were the reflections 


J made in my diſtreſs ; I recolleficd all that I had heard 
from Mentor, + 5 

In the mean time Metophis ſent me towards the 
mountains of the deſert of with his flaves, that L 
5 t be L ſlave with * and 5 2528 
OC ere Calypſo interrupted Telemachus, faying, 
Well, what did you do then, you who in Sicily preferred 


C 
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death to flavery ? Telemachus replied, My misfortunes 
continually. increaſed; I had no longer the ſad conſo- 
lation of chuſing ſervitude or death; I was forced to be 
a ſlave, and to exhauſt, if I may uſe the expreſſion, all 
the rigors of fortune. I had no hope left, and I could not 
ſpeak even one word in order to work out my deliver- 
ance. Mentor has ſince told me that he was fold to 
Ethiopians, and that he went with them into Ethidpia. 

As for me, I arrived in horrible deſerts : here burn- 
ing ſands are ſeen in the midſt of the plains; ſnows 
which never diſſolve, and make an eternal winter on the 
tops of the mountains; and paſtures for cattle are onl 
found amongſt the rocks. Towards the middle of theſe 
Keep mountains, the 2 are ſo deep that the rays of 
the ſun can hardly reach . 

The only perſons 1 found in this country, were 2 
herds as ſavage as the country itſelf. There I paſſed the 
nights in bewailing my misfortune, and the days in tend- 
ing a flock, to avoid the brutal fury of the chief ſlave 
who, hoping to obtain his liberty, was continually accuſ- 
ing the reſt, in order to make a merit to his maſter of 
his zeal and attachment to his intereſts, The name of 
this ſlave _ your: 22 ny 4 fink on 9 

| wi ief, I one orgot my k, an 
Fare —＋ the graſs His + cave, where I ex- 
1 death, unable longer to ſupport my pains. The 

ame moment I perceived that the whole mountain trem- 
bled; the oaks and pines ſeemed to deſcend from its 
ſummit ; the winds retained their breath, and a hollow 
voice iſſuing out of the cave, uttered theſe words: Son 
of ſage Ulyſſes, you, like him, muſt be become great by 
tience, Princes who have always been happy, are 
ſeldom worthy of being ſo; luxury corrupts, and pride 
intoxicates them. Happy will you be, if you ſurmount 
our misfortunes, and if you never forget them, You 
ſee Ithaca again, and your glory ſhall aſcend to 


the ſtars, When — are the maſter of others, remember 


that you yourſelf have been weak, poor, and in trouble 
like them; take a pleaſure in relieying them; love your 
ſuhjecta, deteſt flattery ; and know that you will be 


ſubduing your paſſions. 


HM 
only in proportion to your moderation, and reſolution in 


Theſe 


A 


contented. Lig the * of an innocent life !; Ha 
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Theſe Arise words penetrated even to the bottom of 
heart, and cauſed joy and courage to revive; in it. 

I did not feel 2 hair riſe up- 
4 ht on the head; and chills the blood in the veins, 
the Gods reveal themſelves to mortals : I roſe in 


— 5 ; 1 fel on — knees, and lifting my 


hands to heaven, Minerva, to whom 
heved myſelf indebted for thi oracle. Por 2 
I found myſelf a new. man; wiſdom enlightened ni 
mind ; I. felt a pleafing- power tb hong pry 
ſiobs, and to check the impetuoſi 1 
made myſelſ beloved by all the — 6 of The deſert. 
My meekneſs, my: patience, my diligence, at laſt a 


the cxue} Butis, who. was in authority over the 1 


. CT eab—ans 
the o 

ſolitade, L L. L for books; for 1 — 

witli melancholy, for want of ſome inſtructions to cheriſh 


and ſupport my mind. Happy they, ſaid I, who are 


diſguſted: with violent pleaſures, and know how to be 


(ex mind — 
chew, they al- 


which prey — eren. in the . df — 
is _— — who can employ themſelves in. read- 
ing. Happy they who love to read; and arc not like 

0 pn of it. — theſe ny ct were revolving! in 


in his: | 
The forehead of chis old man was large, bald, — 


little wrinkled: a white 2 down to his pi 


his ſtature wap tall and majeſtic, his complex cxion — 
and ruddy, his eyes lively and piercing. his vojot fivect, 
his words plain and: charming. I never ſaw-fo 'rener 
1 man. _ — * * Termofiris; he was a 
1 —_— o in 2 marble 
Hick A. Nod. Egypt had dedicated _—_— 
this foreſt. books hich he held in is hand u a 
collection of hymns in 8 the Gods, ——_ 
4 


EF ELS FF} E. 144. n i. TT TE Hh 


had led a ſavage 
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Cyclops, began to ruſt, Vulcan quits his forge. in 4 
— , teller. though lame with towards Olympus, 
arrives ſweating and covered with duſt in the aſſembly 
of the Gods, and makes bitter complaints, Jupiter ib 
E at A heaven, and hurls 


pollo, drives him out of h | 
im headlong to the earth. His empty chariot performs 
of itſelf its uſual courſe, to give the day and night to 
men, with a regular change of the ſeaſons. Apollo, ftript 
of his rays, was forced to turn ſhepherd, and tend the 
flocks of king Admetus. He played on the flute, aud 
all the other ſwains came to ſhady elms on the border of 
a limpid fountain, to hear his ſongs. Till then t 
and brutal lite; they knew but to tend, 
to ſheer and milk their ſheep, and make checſes: the 
whole country was like a frightful deſert. _ . 
Apollo quickly taught all the ITED the arts which 
can render their life agreeable. He ſung the flowers 
with which the ſpring is crowned, the perfumes ſhe ſheds, 
and the verdure which riſes under her Reps. He after- 
wards ſung the delightful nights of ſummer, when the 
Zephirs revive mankind, and the dew quenches the thirſt 
of the earth. . He likewiſe mingled in, his ſongs the 
golden fruits with which autumn rewards. the haſband- 
man's toils, -and the repoſe of winter, when the fportful. 
youth dance before the fire. At laſt he ted the 
gloomy woods which cover the mountains, and the hollow . 
vallies, where rivers by a thouſand windings ſeem to 
2 amidft the laughing meadows. Thus —— 
1 life, when we 


ains what are the charms of a country 


know how to taſte the bounties of fimple nature. The 
ſhepherds with their pipes ſoon ſaw themſelves happier 


than, kings, and their cottages attzafted in crowds. the 
uncorrupted joys which fly the gilded N ſports, 
the ſmiles, graces, every where attended the inno- 
cent ſhepherdefſes. Every day was a feſtival, Nothing 
now was heard but the warbling of birds, or the ſott. 
breath of the Zephirs ſporting in the branches of the. 
trees, or the murmurs of a lucid rill falling from, the 
rocks, or the ſongs with which the Muſes inſpired the. 
ſwains who attended Apollo. This God taught them to 
obtain the prize in the * and to pierce — 

; | 


' 
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the hinds and the ſtags. The Gods themſelves grew 

jealous of the ſhepherds, and thinking their life ſweeter 

than all their own glory, recalled Apollo to Olympus. 
This hiſtory, my ſon, ſhould inftrut you: Since you 


tre in the condition in which Apollo was, till this un- 


cultivated earth; like him make the deſert bloom; teach 
all theſe ſhepherds the charms of harmony ; ſoften their 
ſavage hearts; ſhew them the beauty of virtue, and 
make them ſenſible how ſweet it is in ſolitude to enjoy 
the innocent pleaſures, which nothing can take from 
ſhepherds. A day, my ſon, a day will come, when the 
pains and cruel cares which beſiege kings will make you 
regret on a throne the life of a ſhepherd. 

This ſaid, Termoſiris gave me ſo ſweet a flute, that the 
echoes of the mountains, which made it heard on every 
fide, ſoon drew all the neighbouring ſwains around me. 
My voice had a divine harmony ; I was moved and rapt 
as it were out of myſelf, to ſing the charms with which 
nature has adorned the country. We paſſed whole days 
and a part of the nights in 3 together. All the 
ſhepherds, forgetting their huts and their flocks, ſtood 
motionleſs around me, whilft I gave them their leſſons. 
Theſe deſerts appeared no longer ſavage ; all was plea- 
ſant and ſmiling ; the courteous manners of the inhabi- 


tants ſeemed to meliorate the ſoil. 


f 


We often affembled to offer ſacrifices in the temple 
of Apollo, of which Termoſiris was prieſt. The ſhep- 
herds went thither, crowned with laurels in honour 
of the God; the ſhepherdeſſes likewiſe went thither, 
dancing and bearing garlands of flowers and baſkets 
of ſacred offerings on their heads. After the ſacrifice 
we made a rural feaſt. Our greateſt dainties were 
the milk of our goats and our ſheep, which we took - 
care to milk ourſelves, with fruits freſh-gathered with 
our own hands, ſuch as dates, figs and grapes; our 


| ſeats were the verdant turf, and the thick trees afforded 


us 2 anter ſhade than the gilded roofs of the palaces 


of kings. | 
* Buf What crowned my fame among the ſhepherds was, 
chat an'huugry lion one day came and fell on my * 


* 


© * 
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He was already beginning an horrible ſlaughter; I had 
only my crook in my hand, but I advanced boldly. 
Ihe lion briſtles up his mane, ſhews me his teeth and 
his claws, and opens his parched and flaming mouth. 
His eyes ſeemed very red and fiery 5 he beats his fides 
with his long tail : I fell him to the ground. . The little 
coat of mail which 1 wore according to the cuſtom of the 
ſhepherds of Egypt, prevented his tearing me in pieces, 
Thrice I threw him down, and thrice he roſe again, 
making all the foreſt ring with his roarings. At laſt I 
— 5 him in my arms; and the ſhepherds, witneſſes 
of my victory, inſiſtled on my wearing the ſkin of this 
terrible animal. | | 
The fame of this action, and of the happy reforma- 
tion of all our ſhepherds, ſpread throughout Egypt, and 
reached even the ears of Seſoſtris. He was informed 
that one of the captives, who had been taken for Phoe- 
nicians, had reftored the golden age in theſe almoſt un- 
inhabitable deſerts. He defired to ſee me, for he loved 
the Muſes; and every thing which could inſtruct man- 
kind charmed his noble heart. He ſaw me, he heard 
me with pleaſure, and found that Metophis had deceived 
him through avarice. He condemned him to perpetual 
impriſonment, and ftript him of all the riches which he 
unjuſtly poſſeſſed. O how unhappy, ſaid be, is the man 
who is exdlted above others! He cannot often ſee the 
truth with his own eyes: he is encompaſſed by men who 
hinder it from arriving at him ; every one has an intereſt 
to deceive him; every one, under an appearance of zeal, 
hides his ambition. They pretend to love the king, but 
they love only the riches he beſtows ; they are ſo far from 
loving him, that to obtain his favours they flatter and 
betray him. | 
After this Seſoftris treated me with a tender friend- 
ſhip, and reſolved to ſend me back to Ithaca with' ſhips 
troops to deliver Penelope from all her ſuitors. 
The fleet was now ready, and we thought only of em- 
barking. I admired the turns of fortune, who ſuddenly 
exalts whom ſhe has the moſt depreſt. This experience 
made me hope that Ulyſſes might probably return at 
length to his Wr long ſuferin 8. 1 thought 
- 4 at 
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alſo within myſelf that I might yet ſee Mentor again, 
though he had been carried into the moſt unknown coun- 
tries of Ethiopia. Whilſt I delayed my depa?ture#little, 
to endeavour to learn ſome news of him, Seſoſtsis, who 
wes very old, died ſuddenly, and his death plunged me 
again into new misfortunes. =» 5 

All Egypt ſeemed inconſolable for this loſs. Evety 
family thonght it had loſt its beſt friend, its protector, 
its father. The old men, lifting up their hands to hea- 
ven, cried, Never had Egypt ſo good a king, never will 
ſhe have the like! O ye Gods! ye ſhould never have 
ſhown him to men, or never have taken him from them ! 
Why muſt we ſurvive the great Seſoſtris? The young 


men ſaid, The hope of Egypt is loft ; our fathers have 


been happy in living under ſo good a king; as for us, 
we have ſeen him only to feel his loſs. His domeſticks 
wept night and day. n the king's funeral was per- 
formed, during forty days the moſt diſtant people ran in 


crowds to it. Every one deſired yet once more to ſee 


the body of Seſofiris; every one deſired to preſerve an 
- rs Sa rake laid in the ſepulchre with 


What ſtill increaſed their ſorrow for his loſs was, that 


| his ſon Bocchoris had neither humanity for ſtrangers, 


nor curioſity with regard to the ſciences, nor for 
men of virtue, nor love of glory. His father's greatneſs 
had contributed to render him thus unworthy of rei ing. 
He had been bred up in luxury, and a brutal pride; 
looked upon men as nothing, believing that were 
made only for him, and that he was of a nature different 
from theirs. He minded only to gratify his paſſions, to 


ſquander away the immenſe treaſures which his father had 


huſbanded with ſo much care, to harraſs the people, and 
to ſack the blood of the unfortunate ; in a word, to fol- 
Jow the flattering counſels of the giddy youths who ſur- 
rounded him, whilſt he diſcarded with diſdain all the wiſe 
old men who had ſhared his father's confidence : he was 
a monſter, and not a king. All Egypt groaned ; and 
though the name of Seſoſtris, ſo dear to the Egyp- 
fians, made them bear with the ſhameful and cryel con- 


dukt of bis ſon, yet the ſon haſtened to his ruin: ms 
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was 6 ws to 
Ithacd; I remained in a tower on 
22 _— our embarkation was AST 
Seſoſtris not died. Metop 
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of the had cauſed me to be co 
F himſelf for the diſgrace 


„ 11x I days and the night 

melancholy. e 
* I had heard from the cave, appeared 
more than a dream. I was overwhelmed with t 
— ro I viewed the billows which came a 
_=_ of the tower where 1 was 2 
often employed myſelf in contemplating v 
tempeſts, and in N of ſplitti 98. the rocks 
which the tower was baile: but inf 
threatened with ſhi reck, 1 envied Gr ie. lot. 
ſaid I to myſelf, w they end the misfortunes 7 5 
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life, or arrive in their own * Ws alas! Serge 


for neither. 
Whilſt I was thus pi 
. 
covered. with ſaila vhich were f 
che foamed beneath . 38 
from all parts a confuſed noiſe, and pexocave 
ſhore a party of affrighted 1 
and others who going to 
ſaw arriving. I ſoon perceived 
were ſome of Phœnicia, and others o 
for my misfortunes began 
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rince, animating his ſubjects by his example, an 
joe, "Fd the Gol of war. Rivark of h of avant 


around him ; his chariot- whee Is were dyed with a black, 
thick 'and Ben E. hd could hardly paſs. on the 
heaps of mangle 
TÞs3 young Ling , wel] made, OY of an kig - and 
mi fury and deſpair in bis eyes. He was 
dai horſe: his courage puſhed him = 
— 25 but wiſdom did not temper his valour. 
ew neither how to retrieve his errors, nor to give | 
pervrders, nor to foreſee the evils which oro re pro 
nor tb fave his men of whom he had the greateſt need : 
Not that be wanted a genius, for his underſtanding was 


Equal to his courage; but he had never been inſtructed 


adverſi vernors had poiſoned his naturally 
diſpo ion b by . He was intoxicated with his 
and his fortune; he 2 thought that every thing ought 
Sing wa * to his impetuous defires ; the leaſt reſiſtance 
$ ; he — longer reaſoned; he was 

2s it 'w Peer ite fiamſetF; his furious pride transformed 
Him into a wild pran; his natural genileneſs and good 
_ forfook Him in an inſtant ; his moſt faithful ſervants 
orced ta fly from him, and he no longer liked any 

bur x e Who ſoothed his paſſions. He was thus, con- 
ry to his * intereſt, always in extremes, and forced 
1 to deteſt his extravagant conduct. His 


e ſupridfted him a long while againſt a multitude 
of e oo — 


ies, but he was at laff overpowered, I faw him 
fall; the dart of a Phenician pierced his breaft ; the 


reins ſlipped | out of his hands, and he fell from his cha- 


Hof under his horſes feet. A ſoldier of the iſland of 
Cyprus ent off his head; and, taking it by the hair, 
ſhowed it = it w * ee to the victorious arm 


| my life remember my having Teen his head 
FE bers: in blood. 4 ſhut and — his 


8 A * 2 koh 78 mouth half opened and 
T of Hniſhing the ſpeech it had be- 

; I es and thiektehing air which death itſelf 

go, not efface. As Jong as 1 live his image will be 


before wy eh; and if Ever che Gods permit me to 
F & 5g Y e eis, 
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reign, I ſhall not forget, after ſo terrible an exam 

"+ p a king is not. worthy. of n 
his power, but in proportion as he ſubjects it to reaſon. 


Alas! what a misfortune! for a man deſigned to cauſe 
the public happineſs, to be the maſter of ſuch multitudes 


only to render them wretched [ 
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Telemachus relates, rhat the an oy of Bocchoris reflorin 
all the Tyrian priſoners, Ba ws card 
them to Tyre in Narbal's commanded the T y- 
rian fleet ; that Narbal gave — the character of their 
king Pygmalion, whoſe cruel avarice was to be feared; 
that be wat afterwards inftrafted by Narbal in the max- 
ins of the Tyrian commerce, and was going to embark on 
beard a Cyprian Hip, in order to go by the iſland of Cy- 
rus ts Ithaca, wwhen Pygmalion diſcovered that be was a 
 Franger, 6 — that he aun 
Sew an the brink of ruin, but t Alara, the txrant's 
mifre/+, ſaved him, in order to put 10 death in his fad 
a youth, — Jen ron 


ALYPSO Ws ſuch wiſe refleQions with aſtoniſhs 
ment. What charmed her moſt was to obſerve, 
that Telemachus ingenuouſly related the errors he had 


committed throu — — and a want of docility 


with rd to ge Mentor's counſels. She found | 
a ſu bebo Tad eur in the youth, who 
accuſed himſelf, and who to 8 

a uſe of his » as to render himſelf wiſe, pro 

and moderate, 5 on, Hd ſhe, my dear Telemachus, 
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A favourable le . already filled our fails ; the rowers. 
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gilt the tops of the mountains, which we diſcovered 
a little above the horizon; and the whole heave, 1 
with a deep azure, omiſed us ah happy voyage 


Though I was di 123 KL : of..the the 
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W 
FF 
me my name and my Of what city of Ph 
nicia are you, ſaid he to me? am not a Phoenician, 
I; but the Egyptians took me at fea in a | 
veſſel, I have been a captive in as a Phoenician ; 
it is under this name that I have offered a long while ; 
it is under this name that 1 was fet at{liberty what 
ate von then, 'replied Narbal? I am Telema- 
chus, ſaid I, the ſon of U king of Ithaca in Greece ; 
3 himſeif famous all che | 
ooh GE They 37 Wat" the ods have not 
2 . I' have ſought 
'in various countries; fortune 
2s him. 'You ſee a wretch, who 


es only for the hap- 


e and of finding 


- ** | | Narbal 


* 


me as well 
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Narbal looked upqn me wi 77 „ and thought he 
obſerved; in me T know NI fortunate; which is 
one of the gifts of heaven, and is not ſound in common 
men. He was naturally ſincere and generous ; he was 
touched with my misfortune, and talked to me with a 
confidence, with which the Gods inſpired him, for my 
preſervation in an imminent danger. | 

„ Telemachus, {aid he, I do; not, I cannot doubt of 
what you tell me. The ſweetneſs and yirtuc, viſible in 
your countenance, do nat permit me to miftruſt you: 
nay, J feel that the Gods, whom 1 have always ſerved, 


love you ; and that they would. have me love you as if 
you were my ſon. I wall give you wholeſome advice, and 
. aſk nothing of you in return but ſecreſy. Fear not, ſaid 
I, that it will be any pain to me to be ſilent with regard 
to the things with which you ſhall he pleaſed to entruſt 
me, Though I am ſo young, I am already grown old in 
the habit of, never diſcloſing my ſecpets, ang more eſpe- 
cially in never ang, Under any ꝓretence whatever, 
thaſc of another. How can you, faid ha, have accuſ- 
tomed yourſelf to ſecreſy in ſo tender an age? I ſhall 
he A to hear by what means you have acquired this 
quality, which is the foundation of the wiſeſt conduct; 
and without which all:talents are uſeleſs. 1 5 

When Ulyſſes, ſaid I, departed to go to the ſiege of 
Troy, he took me on, his knees, and in his arms, as I have 
been informed. Having. kiſſed me with tenderneſs, he 
ſaid thele words to me, tho I cop}d not underſtand them: 
O my ſon! may the Gads preſerve me from ever ſecing, 
thee again; may the ſciſſars of the fatal Siſters rather cut 
the thread of thy days when it is hardly formed, as a 
reaper with his fickle cuts down a tender flower which is 
ue to blow; may my enemies dah thee, in pieces 
before thy mather's %s god mine, if thou art one day 
to be corrupted and to abandon virtue! O my friends! 
continued he, I leave yon this. ſon who is ſo dear to me. 
zue Care of his infancy ; if you love me, remove. per- 
nicious flattery far from him; teach him to i 
himſelf; let him be. Iike a young tree, which, is. only 
bent in order to be made ſtrait. Above all, forget no- 
thing ia order to render him juſt, beneficent, ſincere, 
and faithful in keeping a ſecret. Whoever is . a: 

ae ing. 
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lying, is unworthy of being reckoned in the numben 
men and whoever nee ber to be ſilent, t, Fo — 
of rulin 

1 * to you the very words, becauſe: oo 
taken frequently to repeat them to me they; pen 
even to the bottom of my heart; and 2 repeat 
to myſelf, My father's friends wer” 2 0 27 
me betimes in ſecreſy. I was in the 
childhood, when they intruſted 17 yas TED 

_ neſs, at ſcein ing « | moth Expoſed 

of raſh ſuitors w ſoug ht to 5 ay Rs hey they 
treated me' from that — as a reaſonable 8 1255 
man; they often conferred with me about the a 
portant affairs, and informed me of What they 123 re⸗ 
ſolved on to „ theſe ſuitors. I was tranſported at; 
their having ſuch a Ca fidence in We: I thereb thought 
myſelf already a ect man. er or. abwled_ 3 it; 
never let ſlip a ſingle e word which jd les _ | 
ſecret. The ſuitors often N dureg.. ne 
hoping, that a child, who had Nen 
of importance, _could no! eas! e he Wwe 
Enew how to anſwer them without. lyin ithout in- 
forming them of any thing which ] ought no nel X53 


the power of the Phœnicians. 1 he y, are | 5 

all their neighbours by their innumerable 

trade they carry on as 4 as t . 0 | 
yields them riches ſurpaſſi ng _ the moſt 10 98 
nations. The great king Seſoſtris, who could _pexer b | 
conquered — by ſea, had great difficulty, in-con — 
ing them by land, with his armies which had Tabdued 
all the Eaſt. He im 1 15 tribute upon us {whi, 

did not long oy: 28 7 were too ri In 
too powerfu r he * * of ferruude with Pens 
we recovered our liberty. "Death did not allow Lay 
time to finiſh the war againſt us. It is true that | 
every* thing tb fear' from his wiſdom, 70 K e aa 
from his . but his power paſſing into t 

of his ſon, wholly deſtitute of wiſdom, we 55 
that we had nothing to fear. And indeed the, | 
tians, inſtead of returning } arms 46 arms to our SIA 
ſubdue us ance again, were conſtrained to inv 
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their aſſiſlance, to deliver them from that impious and 


beous prince. We have been their deliverers. 
What glory. added to the liberty and opulence of the 
Phernicians ! a 


But whilft we deliver others, we ourſelves are ſlaves, 
0 Telemachus! beware ＋ ont into the hands of 
lion our kin . He has dipe his hands, his cruel 
i 'of Sichæus, the huſband of Dido 
Dido, ge o& defirous of revenge, fled from 
hk many. Moſt of thoſe who love virtue 
nb „ accompa inked ker: ſhe has founded on the 
cbaft'of A rica a ftarely „ which ſhe calls Carthage. 
Pygmalion, x by an inſatiable thirſt of wealth, 
ders himſelf more and more miſerable and odious to 
. Pe It is a crime at Tyre to have great riches. 
makes him miſtruſtful, ſuſpicious, cruel : he 
es, the rich, und be fears the poor. 
isa ftill greater crime at Tyre to be virtuous: For 
' Joppoſes, chat good men cannot a 
188 
he is exiſperat urrifat | 
moves him, d him, — him; he fd of 
Iris ſhadow, and fl | neither night - day. | 
By == 2 him, load bim with treaſures which _ 
. What he feeks in order to be happy, 
ng which hinders him from being ſo. He 
mine x all he gi Ives, be is always afraid of loſing, and 
yes hi in. He is hardly ever ſeen; he 
. ſolitary, Ha. dejected, in the moſt ſeeret parts 
of his palkce : even his friends dare not approach him 
for fear of being ſuſpecbed by him. A Frighrful guard, 
with naked ſwords and pikes erected, continually inveſt 
oh Thirty chambers, which have à communi- | 
cation one with another, and each of them an iron door 
wich fix buge bolts, are the places where. he ſhuts him- 
ſelf u bp.” N is n in which of theſe chambers 
he lies; ahd it is affirmed, that he never lies two nights 
ſucceflively in the ſame, for fear of being mu in 
ie He 1 i ſtranger to the ſweets of pleaſure, and the 
8 Sf ſweets of friendſhip, If any one talks to 
of purſuing pleaſure, be is ſenſible | * 
rom 
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from kim, and that it refuſes to enter his heart. His 
hollow eyes are full of a fierce and ſavage fire, and i in- 
ceſſantly ſtraying on all ſides. He liſtens to, a * is 
_ at, the leaſt noiſe. He is pale, emaciated, and 

oomy cares are pictured on his ever-wrinkled viſage. 
fie is mute; he kein: be ; T In from the bottom of 
his heart, and cannot conceal the remorſe which . preys 
on his bowels. The moſt exquiſite diſhes diſguſt him. 
His children, inftead of being his hope, are the objects 
of his fear; he has made them his moſt dangerous ene- 
mies. He has not had all his life a ſecure moment; he 
reſerves himſelf only by ſhedding the blood of all thoſe 
be fears. A fool! who does not ſee that the cruelty in 
which he conſides, will cauſe his deſtruction. Some one 


of his domeſticks, as ſuſpicipus as himſelf, will _ 
rid the world, of this monſter. n 


As for me, I fear the Gods; wh atever it may colt 
me I will be faithful to the king they have given me. 
11 had rather that he ſhould A 2 my life than I his, 
or even than be wanting in my duty to defend him. As 
for yau,, I hus, be ſure _o_ to tell him that you are 
the ſon of Ulyſſes ; he would hope that Ulyſſes, return- 
ing to Ithaca, would pay him a bo ſum for your ran- 
ſom, and he would keep ou. in low | 
When we e pe at Tyre, 1 followed Narbal's ad- 
vice, and perceived the truth of every thing which he 
had told me. IT was not able to. conceive that a man 
could render himſelf ſo miſcrable as Pygmalion ſeemed 
to be. Aſtoniſhed at a ſight ſo terrible and new to me, 
N a man who ſought to make 
1 22 2 agined that he ſhould accompliſh 
xs te power; he pofleſſes all he can 
dice, "and yer his ee even by his riches and 
bis 1 power. Were he rd, as not long fince I was, 
he would be as happy IT have been ; *y would enjoy 
the innocent ty $5” —+ 4 of the country, and enjoy them 
without remorſe. He would dread neither daggers nor 
poiſon ; he would love men, and be loved by them. He 
would not have theſe immenſe riches which © as uſcleſs. 
ro him as ſand, | ſince he dares not touch them; but 
would freely enjoy the fruits of the carth, and ſuffer no 
real want. This man ſeems to do all he defires, vor bs 
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is far from doing it; he does every thing his brutal paſ- 
ſions command. He is continually hurried away by his 
avarice, his fears and his ſuſpicions. He ſeems the maf- 
ter of all other men, but is not maſter of himſelf ; for 
he has as many maſters and tormentors, as he has violent 
deſires, i 

I reaſoned thus of Pygmalion without ſeeing him; for 
he was not to be ſeen: one only beheld with awe the 
lofty towers which were night and day ſurrounded by 
guards, wherein he immured himſelf as in a priſon, ſnut- 
ting himſelf up with his treaſures, I compared this in- 
viſible king with Sefoſtris, ſo gentle, ſo eaſy of acceſs, 
ſo affable, ſo curious to ſee firangers, ſo attentive to hear 
evcry body, and to draw out of the hearts of men the 
truth they conceal from kings. Seſoſtris, ſaid I, feared 
nothing, and had nothing to fear; he ſhewed himſelf to 
all his ſubjects as to his own children: this man fears 
every thing, and has every thing to fear. This wicked 
king is continually expoſed to a tragical death, even in 
his 1nacceffible palace, in the midft of his guards: On 
the contrary, the good king Seſoſtris was ſafe in 
aid of = connl of ble progin, like an indulgent 
in his own houſe, ſurrounded by his family. . 
| 35 gave orders to ſend home the troops of the 
iſle of Cyprus, that came to aſſiſt his in conſequence of 
an alliance which was between the two nations. Narbal 
took this opportunity to ſet me at liberty : he cauſed me 
to be muſtered among the Cyprian ſoldiers ; for the king 
was ſuſpicious even in the minuteft things. The failing 
of eaſy and indolent princes is to give themſelves up, 
with a blind confidence, to crafty and corrupt favourites; 
the failing of this man was, ' on the contrary, to miſtruſt 
the worthieſt men. He knew not to diſcern upright and 
frank men who aft without diſguiſe; he had accordingly 
never converſed with men of probity ; for ſuch men never 
make their court to fo corrupted a king. Beſides, he 
had ſeen, fince his acceſſion to the throne, in the men 
by whom he was ſerved, ſo much diffimulation, perfidy, 
and ſhocking vices, diſguiſed under the appearances of 
virtue, that he looked upon all men without exception as 
ir they had been maſked = he ſuppoſed * 
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real virtue on the earth, and ſo regarded all men as be- 
ing nearly alike. When he found a man falſe and cor- 
rupt, he did not give himſelf the trouble to ſeek for 
another, ſuppoſing that another would not be better: 
the good ſeemed to him worſe than the moſt openly 
wicked, becauſe he thought them as wicked and more 
decenttul, | 159 

To return to myſelf, I was blended with the Cypri- 
ans, and eſcaped the piercing jealouſy of the king. Nar- 
bal trembled for fear I ſhould be diſcovered, which 
would have coſt him his life, and me mine. His impa- 
tience to ſee us depart was incredible, but contrary winds 
detained us a good while at Tyre. RES 

I made uſe of this opportunity to inform myſelf of the 
manners of the Phcenicians, ſo famous in all the known 
nations. I admired the happy ſituation of this great 
city, which ftands on an iſland in the midſt of the ſea. 
The neighbouring coaſt is delightful for its fertility, for 
the exquiſite fruits it bears, for the number of cities and 
villages which almoſt touch each other, and laſtly for 
the mildneſs of its climate: for the mountains ſcreen this 
coaſt from the burning winds of the ſouth, and it is re- 
freſhed by the north wind which blows from the ſea, 
This country lies at the foot of Libanus ; whoſe ſummit 
cleaves the clouds, and almoſt touches the ftars ; eternal. 
ice covers its-brow, and rivers of ſnow pour like torrents 
from the tops of the rocks which environ its head. Be- 
neath is ſeen a vaſt foreſt of ancient cedars, that ſeem 
as old as the earth in which they grow, and extend their 
thick branches even to the clouds. is foreſt has at its 
foot fat 2 on the ſide of the mountain. Here bel- 
lowing bulls are ſeen to ftray, and bleating ſheep and 
tender lambkins ſkipping over the graſs. ere glide 
2 thouſand rills of am I water. Laſtly, beneath theſe 
paſtures appears the foot of the mountain, reſembling a 
garden. Spring and autumn here reign at the ſame 
time, in order to join fruits and flowers together. Nei- 
ther the peſtilent breath of the ſouth which blaſts and 
burns up all things, nor the bleak north wind did ever 
preſume to ſully the lively colours which adorn this. 
garden. | 1 
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It is near this beautiful coaſt that the iſland on which 
Tyre is built, emerges out of the ſea. This great city 
ſeems to float upon the water, and to be the queen of all 
the fea, 'The merchants reſort to it from all parts of 
the world, and its inhabitants themſelves are the moſt 
famous merchants in the univerſe, When one enters 
into this city, -one imagines at firſt that it is not a cit 
which belongs to any particular people, but that it 1s 
the common city of all nations, and the center of their 
commerce. It has two great moles, like arms, that 


ſtretch themſelves into the ſea, and embrace an immenſe 


harbour, where the winds cannot enter. In this port 
is ſeen as it were a wood of the maſts of ſhips, and theſe 
ſhips are ſo numerous that one can hardly perceive the 
ſea which ſupports, them. All the citizens apply them 
ſelves to commerce, and their great riches never give 
them a diſtaſte to the pains neceſſary to increaſe them. 
Here on all ſides is ſeen the fine linen of Egypt, and 
twice dyed Tyrian purple of a marvellous luſtre. This 
double tincture is ſo lively that time cannot efface it: it 


is uſed for fine cloths, enriched with embroideries of. 


gold and ſilver. The Phœnicians trade with all nations 
as far as the ſtreights of Gades, and have ted 
even into the vaſt ocean which ſurrounds the whole earth. 
They have alſo made long voyages on the red fea; it is 
this way they go to unknown iſlands in queſt of gold, 
periumes, and divers animals which are not found 
elſewhere. 25 | 

I could not ſatisfy my eyes with the magnificent fight of 
this great city, where every thing was in motion. I did 
not ſee here, as in the cities. of Greece, idle-and inqui- 
fitive perſons, who go to hear news in public places, or 
to ſtare at foreigners who arrive in the port. The men 
are employed in unlading their ſhips, in ſending away or 
felling their merchandizes, in putting their warchouſes. 
in order, and in keeping an exact account of what is ow- 


ing to them by foreign merchants. The women never 


ceaſe either to ſpin wool, or to draw patterns of embroĩ- 
lery, or $0 fold up rich ſtuffs, 3 
Whence comes it, faid I to Narbal, that the Fhœni- 
cans have rendered themſelves maſters of the — 
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expence of all other nations? You ſee the cauſe, ſaid he: 


the fituation of Tyre is for trade ; it is our coun- 


try which has the honour of having invented navigation, 
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things by them; beware of exciting their jealouſy by 
your haughtineſs; be ſteady in the rules of commerce, 
and let them be plain and eaſy ; accuſtom your ſubjects 
to obſerve them inviolably; puniſh with ſeverity the 
Frauds and even the negligence or extravagance of mer- 
ehants; which ruin trade in ruining thoſe who carry it on. 
Above all, never attempt to cramp commerce, in order 
© turn i according to your on views. It is moſt pro- 
per for the, prince not to be concerned in t, but to leave 
the whole profit to his ſubjects who have all the trouble of 
it; otherwiſe he will diſcourage them. He will draw 
ſufficient advantages from it by the; great riches which 
will enter into his dominions. Commerce is like certain 
ſprings; if you endeavour to divert their courſe, you dry 
them up. It is only profit and conveniency which attract 
ſtrangers to you. If you render trade leis eaſy and leis 
bepehcial to them, they: inſenſibly retire, and never re- 
turn; becauſe other nations, making their ad vantage of 
your imprudence, allure them to their country, and ac- 
. cuſtom them to live without you, I muſt even on to you, 
that for ſame: time the glory of Tyre has been greatly ob- 
ſcured. O!] had you ſeen-it, my dear Telemachus, be- 
-fore Pygmalion's reagri, you would have been much more 
aſtoniſhed. Vou now find here only, the ſad: remains of a 
grandeur which haſtens to its. ruin. O wretched Tyre! 
into what hands art thou fallen! The ſea former 
breught thee — af —＋ hes oy mary mary 
Pygmalion every t | oreigners : 
his own ſubjects. Inſtrad of opening his ports, accord- 
ing. to our ancient cuſtom, to all the moſt diſtant nations 
with an intire freedom, he inſiſts on knowing the number 
of the ſhips which arrive, their country, the names of per- 


ſom oh board them, their kind of trade, the nature and 


pꝛiar · df their merchandizes, and the time they are to ſtay 
| ray He dass ftill worſe, for;he--uſes artifice to enſnare 
the merchanes; and cantiſcate their effects. He harraſſes 
ti motchgnes whom be thinks the richeſt ; he eſtahliſhes 
under” various pretences new impoſts : he will enter into 
trade himſelf,' and every one is afraid of having to do 
wih him.“ Trade therefore .languiſhes ; Gigs by 
degrees forget the way to Tyre, which was formerly fo 
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well known to them; and if Pigmalion does not change 
his conduR, our power and glory will ſoon be tranſported 
to ſome other people better governed than Wwe. 

I then aſked Narbal how the Tyrians had rendered 
themſelves ſo powerful by ſea ; for I was unwilling to be 
ignorant of any thing which conduces to the good go- 
vernment of a kingdom. We haye, anſwered he, the 
foreſts of Libanus, which furniſh us with timber for our 
ſhipping, and we-carefully reſerve them for this uſe ; we 
never fell any of them but for the ſervice of the publick. 
As for the building of ſhips, we have the advantage of 
having fkilful workmen. How, ſaid I to him, were you 
able to find theſe workmen? He replied, ——_— train- 
ed up by degrees in our own country. en we well 
reward thoſe who excel in arts, we are ſure of ſoon having 
men who carry them to their higheſt perfection; for men 
who have the moſt knowledge and genius, do not fail 
to apply themſelves to thoſe arts to which the greateſt 
rewards are annexed. Here we treat with honour all 
thoſe who 1 2 the arts and ſciences of _ 

ation. e re a good geometrician ; we highl 
Sow a ſkilful aſtronomer ; — load with riches a — 
who excels others in his function; we do not deſpiſe a 
good ; on the contrary, he is well paid and 
well treated: cen good rowers haye rewards ſure-· and 
proportioned to their ſervice: we. feed, them well; we 
take care of them when they are ſick; in their abſence 
we take care of their wives and their children. If 
they periſh in a ſhipwreck, we indemnify their family, 
ne we diſmiſs thole who have ſerved a certain time. 
By theſe means we have as many of them as we pleaſe. 
The father is glad to bring up his ſan in ſo good a trade, 
and from his carlieſt youth is diligent to teach. him to 
| . and. to deſpiſe 
ſtorms, It is thus that we lead men, without compul- 
fion, by rewards, and good regulations. Power Jane 
never does well; che ſubmiſſion of inferiors is not ſuffi- 
cient; we muſt win their hearts, and make men, find 
their account in the things wherciu. we deſign to make 
uſe of their induſtry, e Eo 


5 


— — —— OO RCOC—— — 


— 


— 


—— 


" — 
4 — — 


- 4a 


: 

| 
| 
; 
71 
; 
1 
75 
1 
1 
101 
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Aſter this diſcourſe, Narbal conducted me to viſit all 
the magazines, the arſenals, and all the trades which 
are ſubſervient to the building of ſhips. I aſked a de- 
tail of the minuteſt things, wrote down all I heard, 
for fear of forgetting ſome uſcful circumftances. 
Meanwhile Narbal, who knew Pygmalion, and loved 
me, waited with impatience for my departure, fearin 


I ſhould be diſcovered by the king's ſpies, who 


night and day through all parts of the city; but the winds 
did not yet : it us to * * 7 —_— —1 
ployed in cunioufly viewing t,. in aſki 

. of ſeveral — we Ne dandy — us 
one of Pygmalion's officers, who ſaid to Narbal, the king 
has Juſt heard from one of the captains of the ſhips 
which returned with you from Egypt, that you liave 
brought a ſtranger who paſſes for à Cyprian; it is his 
majefty's pleaſure that he be apprehended, and that he 
may know for certain of what country he is; you are to 
anſwer for him on peril of your head. At this inſtant 
I was gone to a ſmall diftance to take a nearer view of 
the proportions which the Tyrians had obſerved in build- 
ing an almoſt new ſhip, (which was, they ſaid, by this 


exact proportion of all its parts, the beſt ſailor which 


had ever been ſeen in the pry and T_was aſking ſome 
queſtions of the builder who had adjuſted thoſe proportions, 
| 4 l ſurpriſed and terrified, anfwered, 1. will 
and ſeek this ſtranger who is of the iſle of Cyprus. But 
when he had loft of the officer, he ran to me to 
inform me of the danger I was in. I but too well fore- 
ſaw * * 8 — * d. Ihe 
king, is jealouſy tortures night, ſu ſpectu 
* are not cf che iſle of Epps: the g u 1 
rehend you, and will put me to death if 1 do not 
jver you imb his hands. What ſhall we do? O God! 
"give us wiſdom, to extricate ourſelves out of this dan- 
ger. I muſt lead you, Telemachos, to the king's pa- 
1 You ſhall maintain that you are a Cyprian of the 


city vf Amathus, and the ſon of a ftatuary of Venus: I 


will aver, that I formerly knew your father, and per- 
haps the _—_ without further inquiry, will ſuffer you 
ro .I ſee no other way to fave your life and 


* I replicd 
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I replied to Narbal: Let a wretch periſh whom his 
deſtiny defires to deſtroy ; I can die, Narbal, and I owe 
you too much to draw you into my ruin. I cannot re- 
ſolve to tell a lye ; I am not a Cyprian, and cannot ſay 
that I am. The Gods ſee my ſincerity: it is theirs to 
ſave my life by their 2 if they pleaſe; but I will 
not ſave it by an untruth. | 

Narbal anſwered, This untruth, Telemachus, has no- 
thing which is not innocent; the Gods themſelves can- 
not condemn it; it does no injury to any one; it ſaves 
the lives of two innocent perſons; it deceives the king 
only to hinder him from committing a great crime. 


Lou carry too far the love of virtue, and the fear of 


wounding religion. 

It is enough, ſaid I, that a lye is a lye, to be un- 
worthy of a man who ſpeaks in the preſence of the Gods, 
and owes every thing to truth. He who violates the 
truth offends the Gods, and commits a violence on him- 
ſelf; for he ſpeaks againſt his conſcience. Ceaſe, Nar- 
bal, to propoſe what 1s unworthy of you and of me. If 
the Gods have. pity of us, they well know how to de- 
liver us; if they are pleaſed to leave us to periſh, we 
ſhall die the victims of truth, and leave men an exam- 
ple to prefer unſpotted virtue to length of life : mine is 
already but too long, being ſo miſerable. It is you 
alone, O my dear Narbal! tor whom my heart is melt- 
ed. Muſt your friendſhip for a wretched ſtranger be 


thus fatal to you ! 


We continued a good while in this kind of combat; 
but at length perceived a man, quite out of breath, run- 
ning towards us. He was another of the king's officers, 
and came from Aſtarba. This woman was beautiful as 
2 Goddeſs; ſhe joined to the charms of the body all 
thoſe of diſpoſition and genius; ſhe was gay, flattering, 
inſinuating. With ſo many delufive charms, ſhe 124. 
like the Sirens, a heart full of cruelty and malice; but 
ſhe knew how to hide her corrupt affections by deep ar- 


tifice. She had won Pygmalion's heart by her beauty, 


her wit, her ſweet voice, and the harmony of her lyre. 
Pygmalion, blinded by his violent love for her, had 
D aban- 
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abandoned queen Topha his conſort, and only ſtudied 
how to gratify the paſſions of the ambitious Aſtarba. 
His love of this woman was little leſs fatal to him than 
his infamous avarice. But though he had ſo great a 
paſſion for her, ſhe only deſpiſed and loathed him. How- 
ever ſhe concealed her real ſentiments, and ſeemed to 
defire to live only for him, at the ſame time that ſhe 
could not endure him. 
- There was at Tyre a young Cretan, whoſe name was 
M.alachon, of a marvellous beauty, but voluptuous, cffe- 
minate, and inimerſed in pleaſures, He minded but to 
reſerve the delicacy of his completion, to comb his 
— locks which flowed over his ſhoulders, to perfume 
himſelf, to give a graceful turn to the folds of his gown, 
and to ſing his amours to his lyre Aftarba ſaw him, 
loved him, and grew diſtracted for him. He lighted 
her becauſe he had a paſſion for another woman. Be- 
fides, he was afraid to expoſe himſelf to the cruel jea- 
Jouſy of the king. Aſtarba, finding herſelf diſdained, 
gave way to her refentment. In her deſpair ſhe fancied 
— ſhe could make Malachon paſs for the ſtranger whom 
the king was enquiring after, and who was ſaid to hav: 
come with Narbal. And indeed ſhe made Pygmalion 
believe it, and bribed all thoſe who could undeceive him. 
As he loved not virtuous men, and could not diſcern them, 
he was ſurrounded by ſuch only as were ſelfiſh, artful, 
and ready to execute his unjuſt and bloody commands. 
"Theſe people were afraid of Aſtarba's power, and aſſiſted 
her to deceive the king, for fear of diſpleaſing this 
haughty woman, who had his whole confidence. Thus 
Malachon, though known for a Cretan through all the 
city, paſſed for a young ſtranger wh:'m Narbal had 
brought from Egypt, and was thruwn into priſon, 
arba, who was afraid leſt Narbal ſhould go and 
ſpeak to the king, and diſcover the impoſture, ſent in 
haſte to Narbal this officer, who ſpoke theſe words to 
him: Aſtarba forbids you to diſcover to the king who 
your ſtranger is: ſhe aſks nothing of you but ſilence, 
and will fo order matters that the king ſhall be ſatisfied 
with you. In the mean time, be expeditious in cauſing 
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to embark with the Cyprians the young ſtranger whom 
you brought with you from Egypt, that he may be no 
more ſeen in the city. Narbal, overjoyed at being able 
thus to ſave his own life and mine, promiſed to be filent ; 
and the officer, ſatisfied with having obtained what he 
aſked, returned to give Aſtarba an account of his com- 
miſſion. 

Narbal and I admired the goodneſs of the Gods, who 


rewarded our fincerity, and have ſo tender a care of thoſe 


who hazard all for virtue. We looked with horror upon 


a king given up to avarice and voluptuouſneſs. He 
who is ſo exceſſively afraid of being deceived ſaid we, 
deſerves to be, and is almoſt always groſsly deceived, 
He miſtruſts men of probity, and abandons himſelf to 
villains : he is the only one who is ignorant of what is 
tranſacting. Lo, Pygmalion ! he is the ſport of a ſhame- 
leſs woman. Mean time the Gods make uſe of the falſe. 
hood of the wicked to ſave the good, who had rather 
loſe their life than tell an untruth. 

We now perceived the winds change, and become fa- 
vourable to the Cyprian fleet. 'The Gods declare them- 
ſelves, cried Narbal; they, my dear Telemachus, will 


ee for your ſafety; fly this cruel and accurſed land. 


appy he who might follow you to the moſt unknown 
ſhores! Happy he who might live and die with you! 
But cruel fate ties me down to this my unhappy country 
I muſt ſuffer with her ; perhaps muſt be buried in her 
ruins : no matter, provided I always ſpeak the truth, and 
my heart love nothing but juſtice. As for you, my dear 
Telemachus, pray the Gods, who lead you as it were by 
the hand, to grant you the moſt precious of all gifts, 
which is a pure and ſpotleſs virtue unto death. Long 
may you live! may you return to Ithaca, comfort Pe- 
nelope, and deliver her from her raſh ſuitors! May your 
eyes ſee, may your- hands embrace, the ſage Ulyſſes, 
and may he find in you a ſon equal to his wiſdom! But 


in your good fortune remember the unhappy Narb 1, 
and never ceaſe to love me. 


When he had ended theſe words, I bedewed him 
with my tears without replying : Profound fighs pre 
: D 2 vented 
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vented my ſpeaking : we embraced in ſilence. He con- 
ducted me to the ſhip; he remained on the ſhore, and 
when the bark ſailed, we did not, as long as we could . 
ſee, ceaſe to look at cach other. 


END OF THE THIRD BOOK 
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BOOK Tuz FOURTH,” 


The ARGUMENT, 


Calypſo interrupts Telemachus that he may repofe himſelf. 


1 


Mentor blames him in private for having under- 
taken the relation of his adventures, but adviſes him 
to conclude fince he has begun it, Telemachus relates 
that in his woyage from Tyre to the iſle of Cyprus be 
bad a dream wherein he ſaw Venus and Cupid, againfl 
evhom Minerva protected him; that he 33 fan- 
cied he ſaw Mentor likewiſe, exhorting him to fly from 
the iſle of Cyprus; that when he awvaked, the ſhip 
avould have been loft in a florm, if he had nat himſelf 
taken the helm, becauſe the Cyprians, being drowned in 
Wine, were not in a condition to ſave it; that at his ar- 
rival in the iſland he beheld with horror the moſt conta- 
gious examples of vice; that Hazael the Syrian, whoſe 


Have Mentor was now become, happening to be at Cyprus 


at the ſame time, reſtored him his wiſe guide, and took 
them both on board his ſhip to carry them ta Crete, and 


* 


that in this paſſage they ſaw the glorious fight of An- 
froitrite drawn in her chariat by ſea-horſes. 25 


„ now Calypſo, who had hitherto continued 
HE 


motionleſs and tranſported with pleaſure in hear- 


ing Telemachus's adventures, interrupted him, that he 
wight take ſome repoſe. It is time for you, ſaid ſhe, 
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to go and enjoy the ſweets of ſleep after ſo many toils. 
You have nothing to apprehend here; every thing is fa- 
vourable to you; give a looſe therefore to joy, and taſte 
of peace, and of all the other bleſſings which the Gods 
are ready to heap upon you. 'To-morrow when Aurora 
with her roſy fingers opens the golden gates of the eaſt, 
and the ſteeds of the ſun, ſpringing from the briny waves, 
ſpread the flames of day, and chaſe before them all the 
ſtars of heaven, we will reſume, my dear Telemachus, 
the ſtory of your misfortunes. Never did your father 
equal you in wiſdom and courage. Neither Achilles 
who conquered Hector, nor Theſeus who returned from 
hell, nor even the great Alcides who purged the earth of 
ſo many monſters, ever diſcovered ſuch fortitude and 
virtue. May a ſound fleep make the night ſeem ſhort 
to you; but alas! how-tedious will it be to me! how 
ſhall I long to ſee you, to hear you again, to make you 
repeat what I know already, and to aſk you what I know 
not yet! Go, my dear Telemachus, with the wiſe Men- 
tor whom the Gods have reſtored to you, go into this re- 
tired grotto, where every thing is prepared for your re- 
— May Morpheus ſhed his ſweeteſt charms on your 
eavy eye-lids; may he cauſe a heavenly vapor to glide 
through all your weary limbs, and ſend you pleaſant 
dreams, which, hovering around you, may ſooth your 
ſenſes by the moſt ſmiling images, and chace far from 
you whatever might awake you too early. 

The God@:'s herſelf conducted Telemachus to this 
grotto, which was ſeparated from her own, but. alto- 
_ gether as rural and pleaſant. A fountain, gliding in a 
corner, gently murmured, and invited ſleep. The nymphs 
had here prepared two ſoft and verdant beds, and co- 
vered them with two large ſkins; one with a lion's for 
TTelemachus, the other with a bear's for Mentor. 

Mentor, before he ſuffered fleep to cloſe his eyes, 
thus addreſt Telemachus. The pleaſure of relating your 
ſtory has carried you too far ; you have charmed the God- 
deſs by diſplaying the dangers from which your courage 
and dexterity have delivered you ; you have thereby only 
the more enflamed her heart, and prepared a more dan- 
gerous captivity ior yourſelf. How can you expect = 
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ſhe will let you depart from her iſland now you have en- 
chanted her by the recital of your adventures? Vanity 
has made you ſpeak imprudently. She promiſed to re- 
late ſome adventures to you, and to inform you of the 
fortunes of Ulyſſes; but ſhe found the means of talkin 
a great while without ſaying any thing, and enga 
you to tell her all ſhe deſires to Fnow : Such is the art 
of flattering and enamoured women. When, Telema- 
chus, will you be ſo wiſe as never to talk out of vanity, 
and to conceal the ſhining parts of your ſtory, when it is 


of no ſervice to reveal them? Others admire your wiſ- 


dom at an age when it 1s excuſable to want it, but, as 
for me, I can pardon you nothing; I am the only one 
who knows and loves you enough to tell you of all your 
faults. How far are you ſtill from being as wiſe as your 
father ? : 
How, replied Telemachus, could 1 refuſe to relate 
my misfortunes to Calypſo? No, anſwered Mentor, it 
was neceſſary to relate them; but you ſhould hare men- 
tioned ſuch things only as might have inſpired her with 
pity, You might have told her that you were one while 
a wanderer, then a captive in Sicily, and afterwards in 
Egypt. This would have been ſufficient, and all the 
rel ſerved but to enflame the poiſon which already rages 
in her heart. The Gods grant that yours may be pre- 
ſerved from it! f 
But what ſhall I do now? continued Telemachus in 
a modeſt and ſubmiſſive manner. It is now too late, re- 
lied Mentor, to conceal the ſequel of your adventures; 
ſhe knows too much of them already to be capable of 


being deceived in what is to come; your reſerve would 


only provoke her. To-morrow therefore conclude your 
narrative of all that the Gods have done in your favour, 
and learn another time to ſpeak with more reſerve of 
things which may tend to your own praiſe. Telema- 
chus received this good advice kindly, and they both 
betook themſelves to reſt. 

As ſoon as Phœbus had ſhed his earlieft rays on the 
earth, Mentor, hearing the voice of the Goddeſs calli 
her nymphs in the grove, awakened Telemachus. It ia 
time, ſaid he, to ſhake off ſleep. Come, let us return to 

| | D4 Calypſo, 
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Calypſo, but be upon your guard againſt the honey of 
her words; let the door of your heart be continually 


mut againſt her, and dread the inſinuating poiſon 


of her 


praiſes. She yeſterday extolled you above your wiſe fa- 

ther, the invincible Achilles, the famous Theſeus, and 

Hercules who 1s become immortal. Did you not perceive 

how exceſſive ſuch commendations are? Or did you be- 

heve what ſhe ſaid ? Know that ſhe does not believe it - 

herſelf. She praiſes * only becauſe ſhe thinks you 
8 


weak and vain enou 
which bear no proportion to your ations. 


to be impoſed upon by praiſes 


This ſaid, they went where the Goddeſs was waiting 


under an a 


for them. She fniled when ſhe ſaw them, conceahn 
arance of joy the fear and inquietutie o 


her heart; for ſhe foreſaw that Telemachus, conducted 
by Mentor, would eſcape from her as Ulyſſes had done. 
Make haſte, ſaid ſhe, my dear Telemachus, to ſatisfy 
my curioſity ; I ſaw you, methought, all the night de- 
parting from Phœnicia, and going to try your fortune in 
the iſland of Cyprus. Give me an account therefore of 
your voyage, and let us not loſe a moment. They then 
ſate down, in a ſhady grove, on the graſs enamelled 


with violets. 
; Calypſo could not forbear continually caſting 


confer 


and paſſionate looks on Telemachus, nor ſee without in- 
dignation that Mentor watched even the leaſt motion of 
her eyes. Mean while all the nymphs were filent, and 
kaning forwards to liſten, formed a kind of ſemi-circle 


in order to hear and ſee the better. 


The eycs of the 


aſſembly were immoveable, and fixed on Telemachus, 
who, with downcaſt eyes and graceful bluſhes, thus re- 


ſumed the thread of his ſtory. 


The gentle breath of a favorable wind had hardly 


filled our fails, when the coaſt of Phœnicia diſa 


red. 


As I was with Cyprians, whoſe manners I was a firanger 
to, I reſolved to ſay nothing, to make my remarks 


on every thing, and obſerve 
gain their eſteem. But during my filence, I was 
with a ſweet and powerful ſleep ; my ſenſes were 


the rules of diſcretion to 


ſeized 
bound 


up and ſuſpended, my ſoul was ſerene, and my heart 


overflowed with joy.” All of a ſudden methought 


I ſaw 
Venus 
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Venus cleave the clouds in her flying chariot drawn by a 
ir of doves. She had all that radjant beauty, that 
ively youth, thoſe tender graces which were ſeen in her 
when ſhe ſprung from the froth of the ocean, and daz- 
ed the eyes of Jupiter himſelf. She deſcended all at 
once with the utmoſt rapidity, laid her hand upon my 
ſhoulder with a ſmile, and, calling me by my name, ut- 
tered theſe words: Young Greek, you are going to en- 
ter my empire, you will ſoon arrive at the happy iſland, 
where pleaſures, ſmiles, and wanton ſports ſpring up 
under my footſteps. There ſhall you burn perfumes on 
my altars, there ſhall you plunge into rivers of delight. 
Let the ſweeteſt hopes dilate your heart, and beware of 
reſiſting the moſt potent of all the Goddeſſes, who de- 
ſigns to make you happy. 

At the ſame time J perceived her ſon Cupid fluttering 
his little wings, and hovering round his mother. Though 
he had the — the graces, the ſprightlineſs of a 
child in his face, yet had he I know not what in his. 

iercing eyes which made me tremble. He ſmiled when 
C looked upon me, but his ſmiles were malicious, ſcorn- 
ful and cruel, He drew out of his golden quiver the 
ſharpeſt of his arrows, he bent his bow, and was aiming 
at my heart, when Minerva ſuddenly appeared and co- 
vered me with her Agis. The countenance of this God- 
deſs has not thoſe effeminate charms, and that amorous 
languor, which I obſerved in. Venus's face and air. On 
the contrary, Minerva was a plain, careleſs, modeſt 
beauty; all was grave, manly, noble, full of ſtrength 
and majeſty. Cupid's arrow _— to pierce the- 
Ægis, and falling to the ground, ſighed bitterly 
through indignation, and was aſhamed to ſee himſelf van- 
quiſhed. Begone, Minerva cried, begone, raſh boy; 
thou ncver will conquer but ignoble ſouls, who prize thy 
ſhameful pleaſures more than wiſdom, virtue and glory. 
The God of love, provoked at theſe words, betook him- 
felf to flight; and, Venus re-aſcending to Olympus, I 
ſaw her chariot and doves a long while in a gold and, 
azure cloud: at length ſhe diſappcared, and then turn- 
ing my eyes to the earth, I beheld Minerva no more. 
was, methought, afterwards tranſported into fuch a 
delightful garden as men —— the Elyfian fields = 
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be. There I found Mentor, who ſaid, Fly this cruel 
country, this infectious iſland, where all breathe nothing 
but voluptuouſneſs ; where the moſt heroick virtue has 
reaſon to tremble, and can ſave itſelf only by flight. 
As ſoon as I ſaw him, I attempted to throw myſelf on 
his neck and embrace him ; but I perceived that my feet 
were not able to move, that my knees failed under me, 
and that my hands, endeavouring to lay hold of Mentor, 
purſued an empty ſhadow, which continually eluded my 
graſp. As I was making this effort, I awakened, and 
perceived that this myſterious dream was a divine ad- 
monition, 1 felt myſelf inſpired with a firm reſolution 
againſt pleaſure, with a diffidence of myſelf, and a de- 
teſtation of the effeminate life of the Cyprians. But 
what pierced me to the heart, was my thinking that Men- 
tor was dead, that he had paſſed the Stygian lake, and was 
become an inhabitant of the happy manſions of the juſt. 
This thought made me ſhed a torrent of tears. I 
was aſked why I wept. Tears, ſaid 1, but too well be- 
come a wretched ſtranger, who wanders without hopes 
of ever ſeeing his country again. In the mean time all 
the Cyprians who were in the ſhip, abandoned them- 
ſelves to the moſt extravagant mirth. The rowers, averſe 
to labour, ſlept on their oars ; the pilot, crowned with 
flowers, left the helm; and holding in his hand an enor- 
mous bowl of wine which he had almoſt emptied, he 
and all the reſt of the crew, tranſported with the fury of 
Bacchus, ſung ſuch ſongs in honour of Venus and Cupid 
as would excite horror in all lovers of virtue. 

While they were thus forgetful of the dangers of the 
ſea, a ſudden ftorm troubled the heavens and the waters. 
The looſened winds furioufly bellowed in the ſails, and 
the black billows beat againſt the fides of the bark, 
which groaned beneath their ſtrokes. Sometimes we 
rode on the backs of the ſwelling waves; ſometimes the 
Tea, ſeeming to ſlip from under the veſſel, plunged us 
down a bottomleſs gulph, and cloſe by us we beheld 
| ſeveral rocks, on which the angry ſurge broke with an 

Horrible roar. Then J learnt by experience what Men- 
tor had often told me, that men of diſſolute and pleaſur- 
able lives are cowards in times of danger. All our de- 
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jected Cyprians 1 like women; I heard but woful 
| — but fad hos for the loſt ſweets of life, and 
vain vows of ſacrifices to the Gods, if they arrived at 
their port. No one had preſence of mind enough either 
to work the ſhip himſelf, or to command others to do it. 

Thinking it my duty to ſave the lives of all the reſt as 
well as my own, I took the helm in my hand, becauſe 
the pilot, diſordered with wine, like a Bacchanal, was 
not in a condition to be ſenſible of the danger the veſſel 
was in; I encouraged the affrighted ſea men, and or- 
dered them to take down the ſails. They plyed their 
oars with great vigour; we ſteered between the rocks, 
and had a near proſpect of all the horrors of death. 

This adventure ſeeming like a dream to all thoſe 
who owed the preſervation of their lives to me, they 
looked upon me with aſtoniſhment. - We arrived at the 
iſle of Cyprus in the vernal month which is ſacred to 
Venus. Mis ſeaſon, ſay the Cyprians, properly belonga 
to this Goddeſs; for it ſeems to animate all nature, and 
to give birth to pleaſures and flowers together. 

On my arrival at this iſland, I perceived a mildneſs 
in the air, which rendered the body flothfl and inactive, 
but inſpired gaiety and wantonneſs. The country though 
naturally fruitful and pleaſant, was, I obſerved, almoſt 
wholly uncultivated, ſo greatly were the inhabitants 
averſe to labour. I ſaw on all ſides women and maidens 
gorgeouſly attired, ſinging the praiſes of Venus, and 
going to devote themſelves to the ſervice of her temple. 
Beauty, the graces, joy, pleaſure ſhone equally in their 
faces; but their charms were too affected, and there 
was none of that noble ſimplicity, that amiable modeſty, 
which is the greateſt allurement of beauty. Their ſoft 
air, the ſtndied adjuſtment of their looks, their vain at- 
tire, their languiſhing gait, their eyes which ſeemed to 
purſue thoſe of the men, the jealouſies among themſelves 
about 28 the greateſt paſſions; in a word, all that 
I ſaw in theſe women, appeared to me vile and con- 


— : their immoderate daſires to pleaſe excited my 
averſion, | : 
I was conducted to the Goddeſs's temple ; ſhe has ſe- 
veral in that ifland ; nm Oy worſhipped 
| ; * 
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at Cythera, Idalia, and Paphos: it was to Cythera that 
I was conducted. The temple is alk marble, and a per- 
fe periſtyle. Its large and lofty pillars render the 
fabrick exceedingly majeſtick. On each front, above 
the architrave and freeze, are large pediments, on which 
are repreſented in bas-relief all the moſt agreeable ad- 
ventures of the Goddeſs. At the gate there is conti- 
nually a croud of people who come to make their offer- 
ings. Within the encloſure of this ſacred place no victim 
is ever ſlain, no fat of bulls and heifers is burnt as elſe- 
where, nor is their blood ever ſpilt there: the beaſts 
which are offered, are only preſented before the altar, 
and none can be offered which are not young, white, and 
without blemiſh or imperfection ;. they are crowned with. 
purple fillets embroidered with gold; their horns are 
gilt and adorned with noſegays of odoriferous flowers, 
and when they have been preſented before the aar, they 
are ſent back to a retired place, where they are ſlain for 
the banquets of the Goddeſs's prieſts, 

Here alſo are offered all ſorts of perfumed liquors, 
and wine more delicious than neftar.. The priefts are 
clad in long white robes with girdles of gold, and fringes 
of the ſame at the bottom of their veſtments. The moſt 
exquiſite perfumes of the eaſt are burning night and day 
on the altars, and form a kind of cloud which aſcends. 
to heaven. All the columns of the temple are adorned 
with pendant feſtoons; all the vafes- which are uſed in 
the ſacrifices, are gold, and a ſacred grove of myrtle 
ſurrounds the edifice. None but boys and girls of ex- 
traordinary beauty may preſent the victims to the prieſts, 
or preſume to kindle the fire of the altars. But im- 
modefty and laſciviouſneſs diſhonour this magnificent 
temple. ; | 

At firſt J was firuck with horror at what I ſaw ; but 
I inſenſibly began to grow frmiliar with it. I was no 
longer ſtartled at vice; all companies inſpired me with 
I know not what inclination to intemperance; my inno- 
cence was laughed at, and my fobriety and modeſty 
ſerred for a jeſt to this ſhameleſs people. They tried 
all arts to ſtir up my paſſions, to enſnare me, and to 
awaken my appetite for pleaſure, I found that I loft 
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ſtrength daily; my good education could ſcarce ſuſtain 
me any longer; all my virtuous reſolutions vaniſhed ; 
I had no longer power to reſiſt the evil which preſſed 
me on all fides, and was even aſhamed of virtue: I was. 
like a man ſwimming in a deep and rapid river; at firſt 
he cleaves the waves and aſcends againſt the ſtream, but 
if the banks are ſteep, and he cannot reſt himſelf on the 
ſhore, he at length tires by degrees, his ſtrength forſakes 
him, his limbs ſtiffen with fatigue, and the torrent hur- 
ries him away: thus my eyes began to grow dim, my 
heart failed within me, and I no longer ſummoned my 
reaſon to my aid, nor the memory of my father's virtues. 
The dream wherein I thought I ſaw Mentor in the Ely- 
fian fields, completed my dejection; a filent, ſoothing 
languor poſſeſſed me intirely. I already cheriſhed the 
flattering poiſon, which glided from vein to. vein, and 

netrated even to the marrow in my bones. I fetched 

owever the profoundeſt fighs ; I ſhed the bittereſt tears, 
and roared like a lion in his fury, O wretched condition 
of youth, ſaid 1! Ye Gods, who cruelly ſport with men, 
why do you make them paſs through that age which is 
a time of folly, or a burning fever? O! ,why am I not 
covered with filver hairs, bowed down. and dropping into 
the grave, like my grandſire Laertes : Death would be 
1 to me than the ſhameful weakneſs I now 
ee 

1 had hardly ſpoken thus but my grief began to 
abate, and my heart, intoxicated with extrava 
paſſion, ſhook off almoſt all ſenſe of ſhame; I was 
afterwards plunged into an abyſs of remorſe. In this 
diſorder, I wandered up and down the ſacred prove, 
like a hind which the hunter has wounded :. ſhe flies 
through the ſpacious foreſt to eaſe her pain; but the 
arrow which ſticks in her fide, purſues her every where: 
ſhe every where bears. the murderous ſhaft. Thus did. 
I vainly run. to forget myſelf, for. nothing could ſooth 
the wound in my heart. 

In the dark ſhade. of this grove I ſuddenly perceived. 
at fome diſtance from me the form of the ſage Mentor ; 
but his viſage ſeemed ſo pale, ſo ſad and auſtere, that I 

felt no joy from it, Is it you then, my dear friend, my 


— 
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only hope ? Is it you? What! you yourſelf? Does not 
a flattering image delude my eyes? Is it you, Mentor? 
Is it not your ſhade, ſtill ſenſible to my woes? Are you 
not in the number of happy ſouls, who enjoy the fruits 
of their virtue, and on whom the Gods beſtow uncor- 
rupted pleaſures, and an eternal peace in the Elyſian 
fields? Say, Mentor, do you ſtill ive? Am I ſo happy 
as to poileſs you, or are you only the ſhade of m 
friend? As I ſpoke theſe words, I ran towards him wich 
ſuch eagerneſs and tranſport that I was quite out of 
breath : he calmly waited for me, without taking a 
fingle ſtep to meet me. Ve know, ye Gods! how great 
was my joy, when I found that my hands touched him! 
No, tis not an empty ſhadow ; 1 hold him, I embrace 
him, my dear Mentor! *Twas thus that I exclaimed ; 
J bedewed his face with a flood of tears, and hung about 
his neck without being able to ſpeak. He beheld me 
wath eyes of ſadneſs and tender compaſſion. 

At length I ſaid, Alas! whence .come you? What 
dangers have I not been expoſed to in your abſence, and 
what could I now do without you? But he, without an- 


ſwering my queſtions, cried with a terrible voice, Fly, 
fly hence with ſpeed. This earth bears no fruit but 


poiſon ; the air you breathe is tainted ; the men are in- 
feftious, and ſpeak not but to communicate their deadly 
venom. Baſe and infamous voluptuouſneſs, the moſt 
horrible evil which iſſued from Pandora's box, enervates 
the ſoul and ſuffers no virtue here. Fly ; what do you 
wait ſor ? Do not ſo much as look behind you in your 
flight; efface even the ſlighteſt remembrance of this ex- 

ecrable iſland. | N 
He ſaid; and I immediately perceived as it were a 
thick cloud diſperſing from before my eyes, and beheld 
the pure light. Serene joy and manly fortitude revived 
in my heart; a joy very different from that effeminate 
and wanton joy which had poiſoned my ſenſes: one is 
the joy of drunkenneſs and diſorder, and is interrupted 
by raging paſſions and ftinging remorſe ; the other is the 
joy of reaſon, and is accompanied with ſomething bleſſed 
and celeſtial; it is always pute, equal, and inexhauſti- 
ble; the deeper one plunges into it, the ſweeter it is; 
3 


i 
b 
| 
+ 
; 


Book IV. TELEMACHUS. 59 
it raviſhes the ſoul without diſcompoſing it. I then ſhed 


tears of joy, and found that nothing 1s ſo delightful as 
ſuch tears. O happy they, ſaid I, to whom virtue re- 
veals herſelf in Al her beauty ! Can they ſee her and 
not love her? Can they love her, and not be happy? 

Mentor ſaid, I muſt leave you; I muſt depart this 


moment; 1 am not permitted to ſtay. Where are you 


going, cried I? To what uninhabitable country will I 
not follow you? Think not that you can eſcape me; I 
will rather die in purſuing you. As I ſpoke theſe words, 
I held him locked in my arms with all my ftrength. 
You hope in vain, ſaid he, to detain me. The cruel 
Metophis ſold me to certain Ethiopians or Arabs, and 
they, going to trade at Damaſcus in Syria, determined 


to ſell me again, imagining they could get a large ſum 


for me of one Hazael, who was inquiring for a Greek 
ſlave to teach him the manners of Greece, and to in- 
ſtruct him in our ſciences. And indeed Hazaël bought 


me at a great price, What I have taught him of our 


cuſtoms, excited his curioſity to go to the iſland of Crete, 
to ſtudy the wiſe laws of Minos. During our voyage the 
winds conftrained us to put in at the iſle of Cyprus; 
while we were waiting for a favourable gale, he came to 
make his offerings in the temple : lo! be is coming out 
of it. The winds call us, and already ſwell our fails. 
Adieu, my dear Telemachus; a ſlave who fears the Gods 
ought faithfully to attend his maſter. The Gods no 
longer permit me to be at my own diſpoſal ; they know, 
if I were, that I ſhould be wholly at yours. Farewel, 
remember the toils of Ulyſſes, Penelope's tears, and the 
righteous Gods. O ye immortal protectors of innocence, 
in what a clime am I conſtrained to leave Telemachus! 
No, no, faid I, my dear Mentor, it ſhall not be in your 
power to leave me here; I will ſooner die than ſee you 
depart without me. Is this Syrian maſter inexorable ? 
as he ſuckled by a tygreſs in his infancy? Will he tear 
you. out of my arms? He muſt kill me, or ſuffer me to 
go with you. You yourſelf exhort me to fly, and yet 
will not let me fly by following you. I will go and 
ſpeak to Hazacl, who perhaps, will pity my youth and 
wy tears: ſince he loves wiſdom, | is going ſo far in 


— 
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yours,, yet would my friendſhip for Mentor engage me 


8 


ſearch of it, he cannot have a ſavage and inſenſible heart. 
I will throw myſelf at his feet, I will embrace his knees, 
I will not ſuffer him to go, till he has given me leave to 
attend you, My dear Mentor, I will make myſelf a 
ſlave with you, 1 will offer myſelf to him; if he rejects 
11 x fate is determined; I will lay down the burthen 
Ot Ute. 

Hazael at this inſtant called Mentor; I proftrated 
myſelf before him, and he was ſurpriſed to ſee a ſtranger 
in this poſture, What would you have, ſaid he? Lite, 
replied I; for I cannot live, unleſs you permit me to 
1 your ſlave Mentor. I am the ſon of the 
great Ulyſſes, the wiſeſt of all the kings of Greece, 


who deſtroyed the haughty city of Troy, ſo famous 


throughout all Aſia. I tell you my birth not out of 
vanity, but only to move you to pity my misfortunes. 
I have ſought my father in every fea, accompanied by 
this man, who was another father to me. Fortune, ta 
fill up the meaſure of my woes, tore him from me, and 
made him your ſlave; ſuifer me to be ſo too. If it be 
true that you are a lover of juſtice, and going to Crete 
to learn the laws of good king Minos, harden not your 
heart againſt my ſighs and my tears. You ſee the ſon 


of a prince, reduced to ſue for ſlavery as his only re- 


fuge, though in Sicily he heretotore deſired death to 
avoid it; but my former calamities were only faint eſſays 
of the outrages of fortune: I now tremble leſt I ſhould. 
not be received into the number of ſlaves. Ye Gods! 
behold my diſtreſs, and O Hazael! remember that Mi- 
nos, whoſe wiſdom you admire, will judge us both in 
the kingdom of Piuto. 

Hazael, viewing me with a benign and humane aſ- 
ſpect, ſtretched iorth his hand and raiſed me up. I am 
no ſtranger, ſaid he, to the wiſdom and virtue of Ulyſ- 
ſes; Mentor has often mentioned the glory he acquired 
among the Greeks; and beſides, ſwiit-winged fame has 
ſounded his renown through all the nations of the eaſt, 
Follow me, thou ſon ot Ulyiles, FE will be your father 
till you find him who gave you life. Though I were not 
moved with your father's glory, with his calamities nor 
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to take care of you. I purchaſed him indeed as a ſlave, 
but I detain him as my faithful friend: the money he 


coſt me, has gained me the deareſt and moſt valuable 


friend I have in the world. In him I have found wiſ- 
dom; to him I owe whatever I may have of love for vir- 
tue. From this moment he is free, you ſhall be ſo too; 
I aſk nothing of either of you but your hearts. | 

I paſſed in an inftant from the bittereſt woe to the moſt 


ravi ing Joy that mortals are capable of feeling. I ſaw 


myſelf delivered from a moſt dreadful danger; I was ap- 
proaching my country; I was aſſiſted in my return to it, 
and had the conſolation of being with a man, who al- 
ready loved me through a pure affection for virtue. In 
ſhort, I found every thing in finding Mentor, and in 
not being to part with him again. | 
Hazael advances towards the ſhore; we follow and 
embark with him. The rowers cleave the peaceful 
waves; a gentle zephir plays in our fails, animates the 
whole bark, and gives it a pleaſing motion. The iſle 
of Cyprus quickly diſappears. Hazael, impatient to 


know my ſentiments aſked me what I thought of the 


manners of this iſland. I ingenuouſly told him to what 
dangers my youth had been expoſed, and the confli I 
had endured in my own boſom. He was touched with 
my abhorrence of vice, and ſpoke theſe words: O Ve- 
nus, I own your power and that of your ſon : I have 
burat incenſe on your altars; but give me leave to de- 
teſt the infamous effeminacy of the inhabitants of your 
iſland, and the brutiſh impudence with which they ce- 
lebrate your feſtivals. | 
Afterwards he diſcourſed with Mentor of the firft cauſe 
which formed the heavens and the earth; of that infi- 
nite unchangeable light, which is communicated to all - 
without being divided ; of that ſovereign univerſal truth 
which illuminates all ſpirits, as the ſun 1lluminates all 
bodies. The man, added he, who has never ſeen this 
pure light, is as blind as one who is born blind; he 
paſſes his life in profound darkneſs, like the nations 
which the ſun enlightens not for ſeveral months in the 
ear. He thinks himſelf wiſe and is a fool; he thinks 
e ſees all things, and ſees nothing, and dies without 


having 
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having ſeen any thing: At moſt he perceives but glim- 


mering and falſe lights, vain ſhadows, and phantoms 
that have nothing of reality. Such is the condition of all 
who are carried away by the pleaſures of ſenſe, and the 
allurements of imagination, There are in the world no 
men really rational, except thoſe who conſult, who love, 
who obey this eternal reaſon. It is that which inſpires us 
with good thoughts; it is that which reproves us for our 
ill ones. We are indebted to it for our underſtanding 
as well as for our lives; it is like a great ocean of light ; 
our ſouls are like rivulets which flow from it, and return 
into, and are loſt in it again. 1 
Though I did not perfectly comprehend the wiſdom of 
this diſcourſe, yet I taſted in it 1 know not what of pure 
and ſublime; my heart was warmed with it, and truth 
methought. ſhone in every word. They proceeded to 
ſpeak of the origin of the Gods, of heroes, of poets, of 
the golden age, of the deluge, of the earlieſt hiſtories of 
mankind, of the river of oblivion in which the ſouls of 
the dead are plunged, of the eternal pains prepared for 
the wicked in the diſmal-gulph of Tartarus, and of the 
bleſſed tranquillity which the juſt enjoy in the Elyſian 


fields, without any apprehenſion of lofing it. 


While Hazael and Mentor were diſcourſing together, 
we perceived ſeveral dolphins, whoſe ſcales ſeemed gold 
and azure, ſwelling the waves and making them foam 
with their ſportings. After them came Tritons blowing 
their writhen ſhells, and ſurrounding Amphitrite's cha- 
riot ; which was drawn by ſea-horſes, that were whiter 
than ſnow, that ploughed the briny waves, and left a 
deep furrow far behind them in the ſea. Their eyes 
flamed, and foam ifſued from their mouths. The. God- 
deſs's car was a ſhell of a marvellous form; it was of a 
more ſhining white than ivory; its wheels were of — 
and it ſeemed to ſkim the peaceful ſurface of the __ 
Nymphs crowned with flowers, whoſe lovely t 
flowed over their ſhoulders and waved with the winds, 
ſwam in ſhoals behind it. The Goddeſs had in one hand 
a ſcepter of gold to command the waves, and with the 
other held on her knees the little God Palzmon her fon, 
who hung at her breaſt. She had ſuch ſerenity, ſuch 
ſweetneſs and majeſty in her countenance, that every ſe- 
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ditious wind and lowering tempeſt fled before her. Tri- 
tons guided the ſteeds, and held the golden reins. A 
1 large purple ſail waved in the air above the car, and was 
| ently ſwelled by a multitude of little zephirs, who 
3 to blow it forwards with their hem, E the midſt. 
| of the air Solus was ſeen buſy, reſtleſs, vehement. His 
wrinkled face and ſour looks, his threatening voice, his 
| long buſhy eye-brows, and the gloomy fire and ſeverity 
of his eyes filenced the fierce north-winds, and drove 
back all the clouds. Immenſe whales and all the mon- 
ſters of the deep, whoſe noſtrils made the briny wave to 
ebb and flow, iſſued in haſte from their profound grots 


to view the Goddeſs, 


6Itk oat dang, ch, 
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The ARGUMENT, 


T elemachus relates that he was informed, on his arrival in 
Crete, that Idameneus, king of that iſland, bad ſacrificed 
bis only ſon to fulfil a raſb wow ; that the Cretans reſolv- 

| tug to revenge the ſon's blood, had confirained the father 

10 quit their country, and were after long debates auall, 

aſſembled to ele# another king. Telemachus adds that 

vas admitted into this aſſembly ; that he there obtained 
the prizes in ſeveral games; that he ſolved the queſtions 
left by Minos in bis book of laws, and that the old men, 

«who were the rulers of the iſland, and all the people ſee- 

ing his wiſdom, would have made him their king. 


| „ we had admired this ſight, we began to 


diſcover the mountains of Crete, which we could 
yet hardly diſtinguiſh from the clouds of the heaven and 
the billows of the ſea, We ſoon diſcovered the top of 
mount Ida, above the other mountains of the iſland : So 
an old ſtag in a foreſt carries his branchy head above 
thoſe of the ſurrounding fawns. By degrees we ſaw more 


diſtinctly the coaſt of the iſland, which preſented itſelf to 


us like an amphitheatre. As much as the lands of Cy- 
prus had appeared uncultivated and neglected, did 3 | 
o 
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of Crete ſeem fertile and adorned with all ſorts of fruits 
by the labour of the inhabitants. : 
On all fides we obſerved well built villages, ftately ci- 
ties, and towns which were equal to citiess We found 
no field on which the hand of the induftrious huſbandman 
was not imprinted ; the plough had every where left in- 
dented furrows : briars, thorns and all plants that un- 
profitably incumber the ground, are unknown in this 
country. We viewed with pleaſure the hollow vallies, 
where herds of oxen were lowing in fat paſtures along the 
banks of the rivers; the ſheep feeding on the fide of the 
hills; the ſpacious plains covered with golden ears, the 
rich preſents of fruitful Ceres; and the mountains adorn- 
ed with vincs, whoſe cluſtering grapes, already of a 
bluiſh hue, promiſed the vintagers the delicious gifts of 
Bacchus to ſooth the cares of men. | 
Mentor ſaid that he had formerly been in Crete, and 
informed us of all he knew of it. This iſland, ſaid he, 
admired by all ftrangers and famous for its hundred ci- 
ties, eaſily maintains all its inhabitants, though they are 
innumerable ; for the earth is never weary of pouring her 
bleflings on thoſe who cultivate her: her fruitful boſom 
is inexhauſtible; the more inhabitants there are in a 
country, the more they abound, provided they are in- 
duſtrious: they have never any occaſion to be jealous of 
each other. Our bountiful mother earth multiplies her 
ifts according to ne number of her children, that merit 
— fruits by their labour. The ambition and avarice of 
men are the only ſources of their miſery, Men covert all, 
and make themſelves wretched by their defires of ſuper- 
fluities; if they would live in a plain and fimple man- 

ner, and be contented with 2 their real wants, 

we ſhould every where ſee plenty, joy, peace, and concord. 
This is what Minos, the wiſh and beſt of kings un- 
derſtood. All that you will ſee moſt admirable in this 
iſland is the fruit of his laws. The education he pre- 
ſcribed for children, renders their bodies healthful and 
robuſt ; they are accuſtomed by times to a plain, frugal 
and laborious life : it is a maxim among the Cretans that 
all pleaſures enervate both the body and the mind, and 
the only pleaſure which they ever propoſe to their children 
9 _ 
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is that of being invincible in virtue, and of acquiring 
glory, Courage 1s not _ placed in deſpiſing death 
amidſt the dangers of war, but alſo in trampling great 


riches and ſhameful 1 under foot. Three vices 


are puniſhed here, which are not puniſhed in other na- 


tions, ingratitude, diſſimulation, and avarice. 

As for extravagance and luxury, there is no need to 
ſuppreſs them; for they are unknown in Crete: here 
every one works without ſtudying to enrich himſelf, and 


thinks that he is ſufficiently recompenſed for his pains by 


an eaſy and regular way of living, wherein he enjoys in 

ce and plenty all that is really neceſſary to life. Coft- 
y furniture is not allowed here, nor magnificent attire, 
nor ſumptuous feaſts, nor gilded palaces. Their cloaths 
are of fine wool and of a beautiful. colour, but quite plain 
and without embroidery, Their meals. are temperate ; 
they drink but little wine at them, and their chief in- 
gredient is good bread, together with the fruits which 


the trees yield as it were ſpontaneouſly, and the milk of 
their flocks and herds: at moſt they only eat coarſe meat, 


and that too 1s plainly drefſed; for they carefully reſerve 
the beſt of their oxen, for the improvement of agticul- 
ture. Their houſes are neat, convenient, pleaſant; but 
without ornaments : not that magnificent architecture is 
unknown to them, but they apply it only to the temples ' 
of the Gods: men are not allowed to have manſions like 
thoſe of the immortals. The great riches of the Cretans 
are health, ſtrength, courage, the peace and union of 
families, the liberty of all the citizens, a plenty of ne- 
ceſſaries, a contempt of ſuperfluĩities, an habit of labour, 
an abkorrence of idleneſs, an emulation in virtue, a ſub- 
miſſion to the law's, and a fear of the righteous Gods. 

I aſked him in what the king's authority conſiſted. The 
king, replied he, is abſolute over the people, but the 
laws are abſolute over him. He has an unhmited power to 
do good, but his hands are tied when he would do evil. 
'The laws commit the people as the moſt precious of all 
truſts to his care, on condition that he ſhall be their fa- 
ther. They ordain that a fingle perſon ſhall by his wiſ- 
dom and moderation promote the felicity of multitudes, 
and not that multitudes by their miſery and baſe ſlavery 
ſhould ſerve to flatter the pride and luxury of a ſingle 

| perſon, 


wile an 
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perſon. The king is to have nothing more than others, 


except what is neceſſary either to relieve him in his pain- 
ful duties, or to imprint on the people a reſpect for him 
who is to maintain the laws. Nay, the king is to he 
more temperate, more. averſe to luxury, to pomp and 
pride than any other. He is not to have more riches or 
pleaſure, but more wiſdom, virtue and glory than the 
reſt of men. Abroad he is to be the defender of his 
country, by commanding its armies ; and to be the judge 
of the _ at home, in order to render them good, 
happy. It is not for his own ſake that the Gods 
made him king; he is ſo only to be the ſervant of the 
people ; to them he owes all his time, all his cares, all 
is affection ; and he is only ſo far worthy of royalty, as 
he forgets and ſacrifices himſelf to the good of the pub- 
lick. Minos ordained that his children ſhould not reign 
after him, unleſs they reigned according to theſe max- 
ims; he loved his people more than his family. It 
was by this wiſe conduct that he rendered Crete ſo pow- 
erful and happy; it was by this moderation that he 
eclipſed the glory of all the conquerors, who aim at 
making the people ſubſervient to their own grandeur, 
that is to ſay to their vanity : in a word, it was by his 
juſtice that he deſerved to be in hell the ſupreme judge 
of the dead. 

Whilſt Mentor was diſcourſing thus, we arrived at the 
iſland ; where we ſaw,the famous labyrinth made by the 
ingenious Dædalus, in imitation of the great one which 
he had ſcen in Egypt. Whilit we were viewing this cu- 
rious edifice, we obſerved multitudes of people on the 
ſhore running to a place near the ſea · ſide; we aſked the 
cauſe of their hurry, and the following account was given 
us by one Nauſicrates a Cretan, 


5 | 

Idomeneus, the ſon of Deucalion and grand-ſon of 
Minos, ſaid he, went hke the other kings of Greece to 
the fiege of Troy. After the deſtruction of that city, he 
ſet faii to return to Crete; but he was overtaken by ſo 
violent a ſtorm, that the pilot of the ſhip, and all other 
3 navigators, thought that they ſhould inevi- 
tably be wrecked. Every one had deach before his eyes; 


every one ſaw the abyſs gaping to ſwallow him up; 


every 
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every one deplored his fate, deſpairing even of the ſad 
conſolation of ſouls which croſs the Styx after their bo- 
dies have been buried. Idomeneus, 2 up his hand 
and eyes to heaven, invoked Neptune: O powerful God! 
cried he, thou who ſwayeſt the wavy empire, deign to 
hear a wretched mortal ! If thou giveſt me to ſee the 
iſland of Crete again in ſpite of the raging winds, to 
thee will I ſacrifice the firſt head which preſent it- 
ſelf to my eyes. 

Mean while his ſon, impatient to ſee his father again, 
haſtened to meet and embrace him. Unhappy youth! 
who knew not that he was running to his cltrution, 
The father having eſcaped the tempeſt, arrived at the de- 
fired port, and thanked Neptune for hearing his vows ; 
but he ſoon found how fatal they were to be to him. 
A foreboding of his misfortune made him bitterly re- 
pent of his indiſcreet vow ; he was afraid of arriving 
amongſt his own ſubjects, and apprehenſive of ſeeing what 
was deareſt to him in the world. But cruel Nemeſis, an 
inexorable Goddeſs, who lies in wait to puniſh men, and 
eſpecially haughty kings, puſhed Idomeneus on with a 
fatal and invilible han, He arrives ; he hardly dares 
to lift up his eyes; he ſees his ſon ; he ſtarts back with 
horror, and vainly looks about for ſome other leſs dear 
head to ſerve him for a victim. Mean while the ſon. 
throws himſelf on his neck, and is quite aftoniſhed at 
his father's cold returns to his fondneſs, and at ſeeing 
him diſſolve into tears. | 

O my father, ſaid he, whence this ſadneſs? After ſo 
long an abſence are you ſorry to ſee your kingdom again, 
and to be the joy of your ſon? What have I done? You. 
turn away your eyes left you ſhould ſee me, The father, 
oppreſt with grief, made no reply. At iaft, after many 
profound ſighs, he ſaid, Ah! Neptune, what have I 

romiſed you? At what a price have you ſaved me from 
ſhipwreck 7 Give me back to the waves and the rocks, 
which, daſhing me in pieces, ſhould have ended my 
wretched life; let my ſon live. O cruel God! here take 
my blood and ſpare his. As he _ thus, he drew his 
ſword to kill himſelf; but thoſe about him, held his 
hand. Old Sophrony mus. an interpreter of the will + 4 
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the Gods, aſſured him thet he might ſatisfy Neptune 
without putting his ſon to death. Your vow, ſaid he, 
was imprudent: the Gods will not be honoured by cruel- 
ty; beware of adding to your criminal promiſe the crime 
of fulfilling it contrary to the laws of nature; offer to 
Neptune an hundred bulls whiter than . ſnow ; let their 


blood ftream around his altar crowned with flowers; let 


ſweet incenſe ſmoke in honour of the God. 
Idomeneus heard theſe words, hanging down his head, 
and without replying. Fury was kindled in his eyes; 
his pale and disfigured countenance changed its colour 
every moment, and his limbs trembled. Meantime his 
ſon ſaid, Lo! father, here J am; your ſon is ready to 
die to appeaſe the God of the ſea; draw not his wrath 
upon you: I die contented, ſince my death has prevented 
yours. O my father! ftrike, nor fear to find me un- 
worthy of you, or afraid to die. 3 
Idomeneus the ſame inſtant, quite frantick, and like 
one torn by the infernal furics, aſtoniſhes all who were 
near him; he plunged his ſword into his ſon's heart; he 
draws it out again, all recking and bloody, to thruſt it 


into his own bowels: he is once more with-held by thoſe 


about him. The youth falls down in his blood; the ſhades 
of death overſpread his eyes; he half opens them to the 
light, but as ſoon as he finds it, he can bear it no longer. 
As a beautiful lily of the fields, that is wounded in its 
root by the plough-ſhare, droops and can ſupport itſelf 
no longer, though it has not yet loſt its lively white 
and the luſtre which charms the eye, yet as the earth 
nouriſhes it no more, its life is extinguiſhed : ſo the ſon 
of Idomeneus, like a young and tender flower, is cruelly 
mown down in his bloom of lite. The father grows 
ſtupid through exceſs of grief; he knows not where 
he is, nor what he does, nor what he ought to do; 
he goes ſtaggering towards the city, and aſks for his 

ſon. | | 
Meanwhile the people, moved with compaſſion for 
the ſon, and with horror at the barbarous action of the 
father, cry out, the juit Gods have delivered him up 
to the furies. Rage turniſnes them with arms; they 
ſeize on flicks and ſtones, * diſcord breathes its deadly 
venom 
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venom into all their hearts. The Cretans, the wiſe Cre- 


tans, forget the wiſdom they ſo much loved, and no 
Ionger acknowledge the grand- ſon of the ſage Minos. 
Idomeneus's — find no ſafety for him but in leadin 
him back to his ſhips; they embark with him, an 
commit themſelves to the mercy of the waves. Ido- 
meneus, coming to himſelf, thanks them for ſnatching 
him from a country which he had watered with his ſon's 
blood, and could no longer inhabit: The winds waft 
them to Heſperia, where they are going to found a new 
kingdom in the country of the Salenrines. 

Meanwhile the Cretans having no king to govern 
them, are come to a reſolution to elet one who will 
maintain the eſtabliſhed laws in all their purity ; and 
the meaſures they have taken in order to make this 
choice, are theſe. All the chief inhabitants of the hun- 
dred cities are here met together; they have already 


opened the aſſembly by ſacrifices; they have convened 


all the moſt famous ſages of the neighbouring countries, 
to inquire into the wiſdom of thoſe who ſhall appear 
worthy to command ; they have made preparations for 
exhibiting publick games, wherein all the candidates are 
to contend ; for they will give the crown as a prize to 
him who ſhall be judged ſuperior to all others both 
in body and mind. They will have a king whoſe body 


is robuſt and active, and whoſe mind is adorned with 


wiſdom and virtue, All firangers are invited hither. 

Nauſicrates, having related this ſurpriſing ſtory, ſaid, 
Haſten, ſtrangers, to our aſſembly; you ſhall contend 
with the reſt, and if the Gods decree the victory to one 
of you, he ſhall reign in this country. We followed 
him not with any dckre of conqueſt, but only out of cu- 
riofity to ſee ſo extraordinary an affair. 

We came to a ſort of circus, which was very large and 
encompaſſed with a thick wood. The middle of the 
circus was an arena, which was prepared for the com- 
batants, and was ſurrounded by an amphitheatre of ver- 
dant turf, on which. innumerable ſpectators were ſeated 
in rows. On our arrival we were received with honour ; 
for the Cretans of all nations in the world are the moſt 


* 


gererous and religious obſervers of hoſpitality. 8 4 
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cauſed us to be ſeated, and invited us to engage in the 
combats. Mentor excuſed himſelf on account of his 
age, and Hazael on account of his ill health, My youth 
and vigour left me no excuſe. I glanced my eyes how- 
ever upon Mentor to diſcover his thoughts, and perceived 
that he would have me engage. I accordingly accepted 
of their offer; I ſtripped myſelf of my cloaths; floods 
of ſweet and ſhining oil were poured on all my limbs, 
and I mingled with the combatants. It was ſaid on all 
fides, That is the ſon of Ulyſſes, who is come to contend 
for the prize, and feveral Cretans, who had ſeen me 
during my infancy in Ithaca, knew me again. 

The firſt exerciſe was wreſtling. A Rhodian about 
five and thirty years old, threw all who ventured to en- 
ge him. He ftill retained all the vigour of youth; 
s arms were nervous and brawny ; at the leaſt motion 
he made, all his muſcles appeared, and his activity was 
equal to his ſtrength. Not thinking me worthy of bein 
conquered, and beholding my tender youth with eyes + 
compaſſion, he was going away; but I went up to him: 
whereupon we ſeized each other, and preſſed the breath 
almoſt out of our bodies; we ſtood ſhoulder to ſhoulder, 

and foot to foot * all our nerves were on the ftretch, and 
our arms twiſted together like ſerpents, each endeavour- 
ing to lift his antagoniſt from the ground. Sometimes 
he attempted to throw me by ſurpriſe by puſhing me to 
the right fide, and ſometimes he endeavoured to bend 
me to the left, Whilſt he was trying me in this manner, 
I ſhoved him with ſo much violence, that his loins gave 
way; he fell on the ſand, and drew me upon him. In 
vain did he endeavour to get me under him ; for I held 
him immoveable beneath me. All the le cried, 
Victory to the ſon of Ulyſſes; and 1 helped the con- 
founded Rhodian to get up again. 

The combat of the Cæſtus was more difficult. The 
ſon of a rich citizen of Samos had acquired ſo high a re- 
putation in this kind of conflict, that all others yielded 
to him, and there was none but I who hoped for victory. 
At firſt he ſtruck me ſeveral blows on the head, and then 
on the ſtomach, which made me vomit blood, and ſpread 
a thick cloud over my * I reeled, he preſſed upon 
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me, and my breath was gone; but 1 was re animated 
by Mentor's crying out, 9 ſon of Ulyflcs will you be 
vanquiſhed ? Anger gave me new ſtrength, and 1 avoided 
ſeveral blows which I muſt otherwite have ſuuk under, 
The Samian failing in a blow be made at me, and ex- 
tending his arm in \ain, I ſurpriſca lum in that ſtooping 
poſture : he was drawing back, when | lifted up my 
cæſtus in order to fall upon him with more force; he 
endeavoured to avoid me, but loſing his balance, he 
gave me an opportunity to throw him down. He was 
dly ſtretched on the earth, when I held out my hand 
to raiſe him up; he got up himſelf, beſmeared with duſt 
and blood, and in the utmoſt confuſion, but he did not 
dare to renew the combat. 
Immediately after begun the chariot-races ; the cars 
were diitributed by lot, and mine happened to be the 
worſt, both as to the __—_— of the wheels and the 
ſtrength of the horſes. We fiart, and clouds of riſing 
duſt obſcure the heavens. At firſt I let others go before 
me. A young Lacedzmoman, whoſe name was Cran- 
tor, preſently left all the reſt bel.ind him. A Cretan 
named Polycletus followed him cloſe. Hippomachus, a 
relation of Idoment us, who afpired to ſucceed him, giv- 
ing the reins to bis foaming courſ-rs, bung over their 
flowing manes, ard the motion of his chariot wheels was 
ſo rapid, that they ſeemed like the wings of an eagle 
cleaving the air, not to move at all. My ſteeds being 
warmed and brought to their wind by degrees, I leſt iar 
behind me almoſt all thoſe who had ſer out with ſo much 
ardor. Hippomachus, Idomeneus's kinſman, driving his 
courſers with too much fury, the moſt vigrous of them fell 
down, and by his fall deprived his maſter of the hopes of 
a Crown. | 
Poly cletus, leaning too much over his horſes, could 
not keep himſelt fait in a ſhock which his chariot receiv- 
ed; he fell, the reins flipped out of his hands, and he 
was very fortunate in being able to avoid death. Cran- 
tor ſec ing, with eyes full of indignation, that I was cloſe 
by him, redoubled his ardor ; ſhmetimes invoking the 
Gods and. promiſing them rich offerings, and ſometimes 
encouraging his Needs with worde. lie was apprehenſive 
tet 1 ſnouſd paſs between the Zoal and him; 12 4 
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horſes having been more favoured than his, were in a 
condition to get before him, and he could no way prevent 
it but by obſtructing my paſſage. To effect this, he run 
the riſque of breaking his car againſt the goal, and in- 
deed he broke his wheel againſt it. My ſole care was to 
make a ſudden turn that I might not be involved in his 
diſorder, and was in a moment at the end of the courſe. 
The people once again cried, Victory to the ſon of Ulyſ- 
ſes; 'tis he whom the Gods appoint to reign over us. 
Then the moſt illuſtrious and wiſeſt of the Cretans con- 
ducted us into an antient and ſacred wood, ſequeſtered 
from the ſight of the profane, where the elders, whom 
Minos had appointed judges of the people and guardians 
of the laws, aſſembled us together. We were the ſame 
who had contended in the games; no body elſe was ad- 
mitted. I he ſages opened the books wherein all the laws 
of Minos were collected together. I felt myſelf ſtricken 
with reſpect and awe as I approached theſe ſeniors, whom 
age had rendered venerable; without depriving them of 
their vigour of mind. They were ſeated in order, and 
motionleſs in their places; their hair was white, and ſe- 
veral of them had hardly any. A ſerene and engaging 


wiſdom was conſpicuous in their grave countenances. 


They were not eager to ſpeak, and ſaid nothing but what 
they had weighed before. When they were of different 
opinions, they were ſo moderate in maintaining what they 
thought on either fide, that one would have imagined they 
were all of the ſame mind. A long experience of _ 
paſt, and application to buſineſs, gave them a great inſig 
into all things; but what moſt contributed to the perfet- 
ing of their judgment, was the tranquillity of their minds, 
which were free from the extravagant flights and caprices 
of youth. Wiſdom alone operated in them, and the fruit 
of their long virtue was to have ſo thoroughly ſubdued 
their paſſions, that they taſted without alloy the ſweet 
ſublime pleaſure of hearkening to reaſon. While I was 
admiring them, I wiſhed that my life could be contrafted 
that I might once arrive at ſo valuable an old age, and 
thought that youth was unhappy in being ſo 1mpetu- 
ous and fo far diſtant from his enlightened and — 
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of Minos. It was a large volume, and was uſually locked 
up in a golden box with perfumes. All theſe ſeniors 
kiſſed it with reſpect; for they ſay that next to the Gods 
from whom good laws proceed, nothing ought to be ſo 
ſacred to men as laws dciigned to render them good, 
wiſe and happy. Thoſe wav are entruſted wich the ex- 
ecution of the laus for the government of the people, 
. ought always to be governed by the laws themſelves : tis 
the law, and net the man, which ought to reign. Such 
was the diſcourſe of theſe ſages. I he preſident then 
propoſed three quettions; which were t * revived by 
the maxims of Minos. 1 | 
The firſt queſtion was, Who is the freeft of all men? 
Some anſwered, that it was a King who had an abſolute 
dominion over his ſubjects, and was victorious over all 
his enemi:cs, Others maintained, that it was a man who 
was ſo rich, that he could gratify all his deſires. Others 
ſaid, that it was one who was not married, and was con- 
tinually travelling during his whole life through divers 
countries, without ever being ſubject to the laws of any. 
Others imagined, that it was a Barbarian, who living 
by hunting in the midſt of the woods, was independent 
of all government and free from every want. Others 
believed that it was a man lately made free, becauſe by 
paſſing from the rigours of flavery, he had a quicker 
reliſh than any body elſe of the ſweets of liberty. And 
laſtly, others bethought themſelves to ſay, that it was 
a dying perſon, becauſe death freed him from every 
thing, and all mankind united had no longer any power 
over him. | 

| When my turn was come, I was at no lofs for an an, 
ſwer, becauſe I had not forgot what Mentor had often 
told me. The freeſt of all men, ſaid 1, is he who can 
be free even in lavery itſelf, In what country or con- 
dition ſoever a man may be, he is perfectly free, pro- 
vided he fears the Gods, and fears nothing but them + 
In a word, the truly free man 1s he, who void of all 
fears and all deſires, is ſubject only to the Gods and 
reaſon, The elders looked on each other with a ſmile, 
and were op ge to ſee that my anſwer was preciſely 


the ſame as that of Minos. 
. They 
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They then propoſed the ſecond queſtion in theſe words, 
Who is the moit-unhappy of all men? Every one ſaid 
what occurred to his mind. One ſaid, It is a man who 
hath neither money, nor health, nor honour. Another 
ſaid, It is one who hath no friend. Others maintained 
that it was a man who has ungrateful and degenerate 
children, There came a ſoge of the iſle of Leſbos who 
ſaid, The moſt unhappy of all men, is he who thinks 
himſelf ſo; for unhappineſs ariſes leſs from what we 
ſuffer than from the impatience with which we aggravate 
our miſery, At theſe words the whole aſſembly ſhouted, 


and 3 the ſage Leſbian; believing that he would 
carry the prize as to this queſtion. But my opinion being 


aſked, I anſwered, according to Mentor's maxims, The 
moſt unhappy of all men is a prince who thinks to be 
happy by rendering other men miſerable: his blindneſs 
doubles his unhappineſs; for not knowing his misfortune 
he cannot cure himſelf of it; nay, he is afraid even to 
know it. Truth cannot pierce through his crowd of flat- 
terers to arrive at him. His paſſions are his tyrants ; he 
knows not his duty; he has never taſted the pleaſure of 
doing good, nor been ſenſible of the charms of uncor- 
rupted virtue; he is wretched, and deſerves to be ſo; 
his wretchedneſs encreaſes daily; he runs to his deftruc- 
tion, and the Gods are preparing eternal puniſhments 
for him. The whole afſembly owned that I had outdone 
the Leſbian ſage, and the elders declared that I had hit 
upon the true ſenſe of Minos. | | 
For the third queſtion they aſked, Which of the two 
is preferable, a king victorious and invincible in a war, 
Or a king without „ N of war, but qualified to 

overn his people wiſely in peace. The majority an- 
wered, that a king who was invincible in a war was to 
be preferred. What profits it, ſaid they, to have a king 
who knows to govern well in peace, if he knows not to 
defend his country in times of war ? his enemies will 
vanquiſh him, and reduce his people to flavery. Others 
on the contrary. maintained, that a pacifick king would 
be better, becauſe he would be apprehenfive of war, and 
take care to avoid it. Others ſaid, that a victorious 


king would labour to advance his ſubjects glory as well 
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as his own, and would render them maſters of other 
nations: whereas a pacifick king would keep them in a 
ſhameful cowardice, My opinion was aſked, and I an- 
ſwered thus: 7 | 
A king who knows to govern only in peace or only in 
war, and 1s not capable of conducting his people in both 
theſe circumſtances, is but half a king. But it you com- 
pare a king who underſtands nothing but war to a wiſe 
king, who, without underſtanding war himſelf, is ca- 
pable of maintaining it on occaſion by his generals, I 
think him preferable to the other. A king entirely 
turned to war would be ſo continually making it, in or- 
der to extend his dominions and glory, that he would ruin 
his own people: And what boots it them that their prince 
ſubdues other nations, if they themſelves are miſerable 
under his reign? Beſides, long wars always draw after 
them many diſorders ; the victors themſelves grow licen- 
tious in theſe times of confuſion. Conſider how dear the 
triumphing over Troy has cot Greece; ſhe was deprived 
of her kings for more than ten years. Whilſt every thing 
is enflamed by war, laws, agriculture, arts, languiſh, 
Even the beſt princes while they are engaged in it, are 
conftrained to commit the greateſt of evils, which is to 
wink at licentiouſneſs and to employ wicked men. How 
many profligate wretches are there whom one would pu- 
niſh in times of peace, whoſe audacious villainies we are 
obliged to reward during the diſorders of war? Never 
had any nation a conquering prince, without having much 
to ſuſter from his ambition: A conqueror intoxicated 
with his glor;', ruins his own victorious nation almoſt as 
much as the nations he conquers. . A king who has not 
the qualifications requiſite for peace, is not able to make 
his ſubjecis taſte the fruits of a war happily ended; he 
reſembles a man who can defend his own field, and per- 
| haps uſurp his neighbour's, but can neither plough nor 
ſow, in order to reap the harveſt, Such a man ſeems 
born to deſtroy, to ravage, to overturn the world, and 
not to render a nation happy by the wiſdom of his go- 
vernment. | | 
Let us come now to the pacifick king. He is not in- 
deed qualified to make great conqueſts, that is, he is 14 
| ho 
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born to trouble the repoſe of his own people, by ſeeking 
to vanquiſh others whom juſtice has not ſubjected to him; 
but if he is really adapted to govern in peace, he has all 
the qualifications which are neceſſary to ſecure his ſub- 
jets againſt their enemies. For he is juſt, moderate, 
and eaſy with regard to his neighbours; hc never un- 
dertakes any thing againſt them which may diſturb the 
* Publick peace, and he is faithful to his alliances. His 


allies love him, do not fear him, and have an intire con- 


fidence in him. If he has a reſtleſs, haughty and am- 
bitious 'neighbour, all the adjacent 13 who fear 
the turbulent, and have no jealouſy of the peaceiul king, 
Join themſelves to the latter, in order to hinder him from 
ing oppreſſed. His probity, his ſincerity, his mode- 
ration make him the 2 of all the neighbouring na- 
tions. Whilſt the enterpriſing monarch is hated by all 
the reſt, and continually in danger of their leagues, the 
peaceful prince has the glory to be as it were the father 
and guardian of all others. Theſe are the advantages 
which he has abroad; thoſe he enjovs at home are ſtill 
more ſolid. Since he is qualified to govern in peace, I 
ſuppoſe that he governs by the wiſeſt laws. He ſuppreſſes 
pomp, luxury, and all arts which ſerve only to cheriſh 
vice; he makes thoſe flouriſh which are ſubſervient to 
the real wants of life; above all, he cauſes his ſubjects 
to apply themſelves to agriculture, and he thereby pro- 
cures them a plenty of all neceſſaries. This lahorious 
ple, plain in their manners, acculiomed to live on a 
little, and eaſily getting their livelihood by the culture 
of their lands, increaſe daily. Thus the people of this 
kingdom are innumerable ; but they are a healthful, a 
vigorous, a robuſt people, who are not enervated bu p'ca- 
ſure, who are inured to virtue, who are not addicted to a 
ſoft, effeminate and luxurious life, who deſpiſe death, 
and would rather loſe their lives than the liberty they (u 
Joy under their wiſe king, who reigns only to make rea- 
ſon reign. Let a neighbouring conqueror attack this 
ople, and he will find them perhaps not very exper! in 
orming of camps, in ranging themſelves in order of bur. 
tle, or in erecting machines to beſiege a city ; but he 
will find them invincible by their numbers, by ticir 
courage, by their patience in fatigues, by their habit of 
E bcarin's 
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bearing poverty, by the vigour of the combatants, and 
by a virtue which ill ſucceſs itſelf cannot abate. Beſides, 
if the king has not ſufficient experience to command his 


_ armies himſelf, he will cauſe them to be commanded by 


amen who are capable of it, and will know how to make 
uſe of them without loſing his own authority, He will 


In the mean while obtain aſſiſtance from his allies ; his 


ſubjects will rather die than ſubmit to the yoke of a vio- 
Jent and unjuſt prince, and even the Gods themſelves 
will fight for him. Lo, the reſources he will have amidft 
the greateſt dangers. I conclude therefore that a paci- 
fick king, who is ignorant of war, is a \ery imperie&t 
king, fince he knows not to diſcharge one ot his greateſt 
duties, the ſubcuing of his enemies; but 1 add, that he 
is however infinitely ſuperior to a conqueror, who wants 
the accompliſnmenis which are neceſiary in peace, and is 
qualified only for war. 


1 perceived that many perſons in the aſſembly could 
not reliſn my opinion; for moſt men, dazzled by glaring 
objects, as victories and conqueſts, prefer them to what 
is fimple, calm and ſolid, as the peace and g60d govern- 
ment of a people. But all the elders declared that I had 
ſpoken like Minos. 
The chief of theſe ſer.jors cried out, I ſee the accom- 
pliſhment of an oracle of Apollo, which is known through © 
all our iſland. Minos having conſulted this God, to 
know how long his offspring would reign according to 
the laws which he had eſtabliſhed, Apollo anſwered him : 
Thy race will ceaſe to reign when a ſtranger ſhall enter 
thy iſland and cauſe thy laws to reign there. We were 
afraid that ſome ſtranger would come and conquer the 
and of Crete; but Idomeneus's misfortune, and the 


wiſdom of the ſon of Ulyſſes, who better than any man 


underſtands the laws of Minos, ſhew us the fenfe of the 
oracle, Why do we delay to crown him whom the Gods 
give us for our king ? 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachas relates that he refuſed the crown of Crete to re- 
turn to Ithaca ; that he propaſed the electiun of Mentor, 
an aljo refuſed the diadem; that the aſſembly at laſt 
Profong Mentor to chuſe for the whole nation, he told 
them hat he had heard of the wirtues of Ariftademns,, 
who was the ſame moment proclaimed king ; that Mentor 
and be afterwards embarked for Ithaca: but that Nep- 
tune, to gratify the reſentment of Venus, had cauſed them 
to be wrecked, after aubich the Goddeſs Calyp/o received 
them into ber iſland. | | 


EREUPON the elders went out of the ſacred wood, 
| and their preſident taking me by the hand, told 
the people who waited, with impatience for their deter- 
mination, that I had obtained the prize, He had har 
done ſpeaking, when a confuſed noiſe was heard throu 
the whole aſſembly. Every one i:outed for joy. I 
ſhores and all che neighbouring mountains rung with this 
acclamation, Let the ſon of Ulyſſes, who reſembles Mi- 
nos, reign over the Cretans. 
I waited awhile, and then making a ſign with my 


Rot, Hou to be heard. Meantime om 1 — | 
A whi Will you renounce your country? Wil the 
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ambition of reigning make you forget Penelope, who 
expects you as her ld hope, and the * Ulyſles, whom 
the Gods have determined to reſtore to you? "Theſe words 
pierced my very heart, and ſupported me againſt the vain 
defire of reigning. And now a profound filence of all 
this tumultuous aſſembly gave me an opportunity to ſpeak 
thus: O illuſtrious Cretans, I am not worthy to com- 
mand you. The oracle you mention plainly ſhews in- 
deed, that the race of Minos ſhall als to reign, when 
a ſtranger ſhall enter this iſland, and cauſe the laws of 
that wiſe king to reign therein ; but it is not ſaid that 
this ſtranger himſelf ſhall reign. I am willing to believe 
that I am the ſtranger pointed at by the oracle; I have 
fulfilled the prediction; I am come into this iſland ; I 
have diſcovered the true ſenſe of the laws, and I wiſh 
that my explication may cauſe them to reign with him 
whom you ſhall elet. As for me, I prefer my own 
country, the poor little iſland of Ithaca, to the hundred 
cities of Crete, and all the glory and opulence of this 
fine kingdom. Give me leave to purſue the courſe which 
» Deftiny has marked out for me. If I contended in 
your games, it was not in hopes of reigning here; it was 
to merit your eſteem and compaſſion ; it was that you 
might furniſh me with the means of a ſpeedy return to 
the place of my nativity. I had rather obey my father 
Ulyſſes, and comfort my mother Penelope, than reign 
over all the nations of the univerſe. Cretans! you 
Tee the bottom of my heart ; I muſt leave you, but death 
only ſhall put a period to my gratitude. Yes, even to 
His lateſt breath will Telemachus love the Cretans, and 
be as much concerned for their glory as for his own. | 
I had hardly done ſpeaking, when a hollow murmur 
_ aroſe, like that of the billows daſhing againſt each other 
in a tempeſt. Some ſaid, Is he a God in an human 
ſhape? Others averred, that they had ſeen me in other 
countries, and knew me again. Others cried, He muft 
be compelled to reign here. At length I reſumed the 
diſcourſe, and every one was immediately filent, not 
knowing but that I was about to accept of what I had 
_ refuſed at firſt. The words I ſpoke were theſe. 
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Give me leabe, ye Cretans, to ſpeak what I think. 
You are the wiſeſt of all nations; but wiſdom, methinks, 
ires a precaution to which you do not ſeem to at- 
tend. You ſhould chuſe, not the man who reaſons the 
beſt concerning the laws, but him who practiſes them 
with the moſt ſteady virtue. As for me, I am young, 
and of conſequence unexperienced, ſubjet to violent 
2 and Toe to learn by obeying how to command 
ereafter, than to command at preſent. Seek not there- 
fore a Man who has conquered others in exerciſes of 
the mind and body, but who has conquered himſelf; 
ſeek one who has your laws written on the table of 
his heart, and has all his life been punctual in obeying 
them; let his actions rather than his. words induce you 
to chuſe him. | | 

All the old men, charmed with this diſcourſe, and ſee- 
ing the applauſes of the aſſembly continually encreaſing, 

ſaid : Since the Gods deprive us of the _ of ſeeing 
you reign _— us, at leaſt aſſiſt us to find a king who 
may cauſe our laws to reign. Do you know any one 
who can command with this moderation? I know, ſaid I 
immediately, a man from whom I derive all that you 
efteem in me; it is his wiſdom and not mine which has 
ſpoken to you; he inſpired me with all the anſwers you 
have heard. 

At the ſame time the whole afſembly caſt their eyes 
upon Mentor, whom I ſhewed to them, holding him by 
the hand, I related the care he had taken of my in- 
fancy, the dangers from which he had delivered me, and 
the evils which were poured down upon me when I ceaſed 
to follow his counſels. They had not at firſt taken no- 
tice of him, by reaſon of his plain and negligent dreſs, 
his modeſt looks, his almoſt continual filence, and his 
cold and reſerved air. But when they viewed him with 
attention, they diſcovered in his face I know not what 
of firmneſs and elevation; they obſerved the vivacity of 
his eyes, and the vigour with which he performed even 
the minuteſt actions; they aſked him ſeveral queſtions ; 
they admired him, and reſolved to make him their king. 
He calmly excuſed himſelf, and ſaid, That he preferred 
the ſweets of a private life to the ſplendor of a crown; 
that the beſt of kings were unhappy, becauſe they hardly 

| | | ever 
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ever did the good which they deſired to do, and often 
did, through the miſrepreſentations of flatterers, the evils 
which they did not deſign, He added, That if ſervitude 
is miſerable, royalty is not leſs ſo, ſince it is only ſervi- 
tude in diſguiſe. When one is a king, ſaid he, one is 
dependant on all thoſe whom we need to make ourſelves 
obeyed. Happy he who is not obliged to command! 
We owe to our own country only, when ſhe entruſts us 
with authority, the ſacrifice of our liberty, in order to 
toil for the public good. | | 

Upon this, the Cretans not being able to recover from 
their ſurpriſe, aſked him whom they ought to chuſe. A 
man, replied he, who knows you well ſince he muſt go- 
vern you, and who 1s afraid to take the reins in his 
hands. Whoever defires a crown, knows not what it is; 
and how can he perform the duties which he does not 
know? He ſeeks it for his own ſake, and you ought to 
deſire one who accepts it only fur yours. 

All the Cretans being ſtrangely aſtoniſhed to ſee two 
ſtrangers refuſe the crown which was courted by ſo many 
others, defired to know with whom they came thither. 
Nauſicrates, who had conducted us from the port to the 


_ circus, where the games were celebrated, pointed to 


Hazael, with whom Mentcr and I came {rom the iſland 
of Cyprus. But their aſtoniſhment was Hill greater when 
they knew that Mentor had been tiazac!'s ſlave ; that 


 Hazae), touched with his {lave's :-1\dom and virtue, had 


made him his counſellor and his hoſom friend; that this 
flave, being ſet at liberty, was the ſame perſon who had 
refuſed to be their king, and that Hazaël was ſo en- 
amoured of wiſdom as to come from Damaſcus in Syria, 
to be inſtructed in the laws of Minos. 

The elders ſaid to Hazaël, We dare not defire you to 
reign over us; for we ſuppoſe that you have the ſame 


thoughts as Mentor. You deſpiſe men too much to be 


willing to burden youriclf with the care of them; be- 
ſides, you think too highly of riches and the ſplendors 
of royalty, to be willing to purchaſe their luſtre with 
the pains which are inſeparable from the government of 
kingdoms. Hazael replied, Believe not, Cretans, that 
I deſpiſe men: No, no, I am ſenſible how glorious it 


| Þs to toil to make them virtuous and happy; _ 
tolls 
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tolls are full of anxieties and dangers. The ſplendor 
which is annexed to them, is falſe, and can dazzle none 
but vain-glorious ſouls. Life is ſhort; greatneſs raiſes 


the paſſions above its power to gratify them; it was to 


learn to be contented without theſe chimerical bleſſings, 
and not to obtain them, that I came ſo far. Farewel 
all my thoughts are fixt on returning to a quiet and re- 
tired way of life, where wiſdom will cheriſh my heart, 
and where the hopes which I derive from virtue of ano- 
ther better life atter death, ſhall comfort me under the 
miſeries of old age. Were I to wifh for any thing, it 
would not be to be a king; it would be, never to be ſe- 
parated from theſe two men whom you ſee before you. 
At length the Cretans addreſſing themſelves to Men- 
tor, cried, Tell us, O wiſeſt and greateſt of all mortals, 


tell us then whom we can chuſe for our king? We will 


not let you go till you have told us the choice which 
we ought to make. He anſwered, While 1 was in the 


crowd of ſpectators, I obſerved a man who diſcovered 


not the leaſt ſolicitude nor eagerneſs, He is a hale old 
man ; I aſked his name, and was told that it is Ariftode- 
mus. I afterwards heard ſome body tell him that his two 
ſons were in the numbers of the combatants, which ſeemed 
to give him no joy at all. He ſaid, that as for one, he 
did not wiſh him the dangers of a crown, and that he 
loved his country too well ever to conſent that the other 
ſhould reign. By this 1 underſtood, that the father loved 
with a rational fondneſs one of his ſons who has virtue, 
and that he did not indulge the other in his vices. M 
curioſity increaſing, I enquired what ſort of a life this 
old man had led, and one of your citizens told me, That 
he bore arms a long while, and is covered with wounds ; 
but that his ſincere virtue and his averſion to flattery ren- 
dered him obnoxivus to Idomeneus, which hindered the 
king from employing him at the ſiege of Troy. Idome» 
neus was afraid of a man who would give him wiſe coun- 
ſels, which he was not inclined to fellow: nay, he was 
jealous of the glory which Ariſtodemus would be ſure 
ſoon to acquire ; he forgot all his ſervices, and left him 
here indigent, and deſpiſed by rude and ſordid wretches, 
who efteem nothing but riches. But contented with his 
poverty, he lives chearfully in a ſequeſtered part of the 


** 
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iſland, where he cultivates his fields with his own hands. 
One of his ſons toils with him; they tenderly love each 
other ; they are happy by their frugality, and have by 
their labour procured themſelves a plenty of all things 
which are neceſſary to a plain way of life. The wiſe 
old man gives to the fick poor of his neighbourhood all 
that remains above a ſufficiency for his own and his ſon's 
wants, He cauſes all the young men to work; he en- 
courages and inſtructs them; he determines all the diſ- 
putes among his neighbours, and is the father of every 
— The misfortune of his own is to have a ſecond 
ſon, who would never follow any of his counſels. The 
father, having long born with him, in order to reclaim 
him from his vices, at laſt diſcarded him, and he has 
fince abandoned himſelf to vain ambition and all kind 
of plezſures. 
Tpbis, O Cretans, is what I have been told; you 
Mould know if this account be true. But if this man 
be ſuch as he is deſcribed to be, why do you exhibit 
ames? Why do you aſſemble ſo many ſtrangers? You 
he in the midſt of you a man who knows you, and 
whom you know; who underſtands war; who has given 
proofs of his courage, not only againſt darts and arrows, 

t againſt frightful poverty itſelf; who has deſpiſed 
riches acquired by flattery ; who loves labour ; who knows 
how uſetul agriculture is to a nation; who deteſts pomp ; 
who does not ſuffer him{elf to be unmanned by a blind 
fondneſs for his children; who loves the virtue of the 
one, and condemns the vices of the other; in a word, a 
man who is already the father of the people. This man 
is your king, if it be true that you deſire to make the 
laws of the wiſe Minos reign amongſt you. 

All the | amt cried out, Ariftodemus is indeed what 
you repreſent him; he is worthy to reign. The elders 
ordered him to be called. He was ſought for in the 
crowd, where he was cenfounded with the meaneſt of the 
people. He ſeemed perfectly calm. They told him that 

they would make him their king. He replied, I can 
conſent to it only on three conditions. "Eirtt, that I 
ſhall reſign the crown in two years, if I do not render 
you better than you are, and if you diſobey the laws. 


_ Secondly, that 1 ſhall have the liberty to continue ay 
13 plain 
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plain and frugal way of life. Thirdly, that my children 
ſhall have - no precedence, and that they ſhall be treated 
after my death without diſti nction according to their 
. merit, hike the reſt of the citizens. 

At theſe words, -the air was rent with a thouſand ac- 
clamations. 'The crown was placed by the chief of the 
elders, who are the guardians of the laws, on the head 
of Ariſtodemus. Sacrifices were offered to Jupiter and 
the other ſuperior Gods. Ariſtodemus made us preſents, 
not with the magnificence which is uſual to kings, but 
with a noble ſimplicity, He gave Hazael the laws of 
Minos written by the hand of Minos himſelf.” He gave 
him alſo a collection of the whole hiſtory of Crete from 
the time of Saturn and the golden age; he ſent on board 
his ſhip all the choiceſt fruits that grow in Crete, and 
are N in Syria, and offered to ſupply him with 
every thing he might want. | | 
As we were eager to depart, he ordered a bark to be 
rome for us with a great number of rowers and 
- Joldiers, and he ſent cloaths and proviſions for us on 
board it, The ſame inſtant a wind aroſe which was fair 
for ſailing to Ithaca, but this wind being contrary to Ha- 
zaél, obliged him to wait. He ſaw us depart; he em- 
braced us as friends he was never to ſee again. The Gods 
are juſt, ſaid he; they are witnefles to a friendſhip which 
. is founded only on virtue; they will one day bring us 
together again; and the happy fields, where it is ſaid the 
juſt enjoy an eternal peace after death, ſhall ſee our ſouls 
meet each other again, never to be parted more. Oh! 
could my aſhes alſo but be collected with yours !—As he 
ſpoke theſe words, he ſhed torrents of tears, and fighs 
choaked his voice. We wept not leſs than Hazael ; he 
attended us to the ſhip. : 
2s for Ariftodemus, he ſaid, You have made me a 
king; remember the dangerous fituation in which you 
have placed me; beſeech the Gods to inſpire me with 
true wiſdom ; and that I may as much exceed other men 
in moderation as I exceed them in power. As for me, I 
beſeech them to conduct you happily to your own coun- 
try, to baffle the inſolence of your enemies, and to grant 
that you may ſee Ulyſſes reigning there in peace with NS 
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dear Penelope. I preſent you, Telemachus, with a 
ſhip, well provided with rowers and ſoldiers ; they may 
be uſeful to you againſt the unjuſt perſecutors of your 


mother. O Mentor, your wiſdom which needs nothing, 


leaves me nothing to defire for you. Depart, and may 
you live happy together; remember Ariſtodemus; and 
if the Ithacans ſhould ever have need of the Cretans, 


depend upon me to my lateſt breath. He embraced 


us, and we could not, as we thanked him, ſuppreſs our 


tears. 


Mean while the wind which ſwelled our ſails, pro- 


mi ſed us a pleaſant voyage. Already mount Ida looked 
to us like a little hill; all the ſhores diſappeared, and the 
coaſts of Peloponneſus ſeemed to advance into the ſea to 
meet us. But a black tempeſt ſuddenly overſpread the 
heavens, and irritated all the billows of the ſea; day 
was turned into night, and death preſented itſelf to us. 
*T was you, O Neptune, who with your haughty trident 
ſtirred up all the waters of your empire! Venus, to re- 
venge herſelf for our having deſpiſed her even in her 
temple of Cythera, went to this God; ſhe addreſſed him 
with grief; her lovely eyes were bathed in tears: at 
leaſt, Mentor, who is well {killed in things divine, told 
me ſo. Will you, Neptune, ſaid ſhe, ſuffer theſe im- 

tous wretches to mock my power with impunity ? The 
Gods themſelves feel it, and yet theſe raſh mortals pre- 
ſume to cenſure every thing which is done in my iſland. 

They pretend to a wiſdom which is proof _ all 
temptations, and treat love as a weakneſs, Have you 
forgot that I was born in your empire? Why do you 
delay to bury in your profound abyſſes theſe two wretches 
whom I cannot endure ? 

She had hardly ſpoken, when Neptune lifted the waves 
even to the very ſkies, Venus ſmiled, beheving that we 
ſhould inevitably be wrecked. Our affrighted pilot cried 
out, that he could no longer withſtand the winds which 
drove us with violence towards the rocks. A ſudden guſt 
broke our maſt, and a moment after we heard the points 
of the rocks breaking through the bottom of the ſhip. 
The water enters on all ſides ; the veſſel ſinks, and all 
our rowers ſend up loud laments to heaven, I embrace 
* : Mentor » 
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Mentor, and cry, Lo; death is here, we muſt meet it 
with courage. The Gods have delivered us from ſo 
many dangers only to deſtroy us now. Let us die, Men- 
tor, let us die. Tis ſome conſolation to me to die with 
ou: it were in vain to contend with the ſtorm for our 
Mentor anſwered, True courage always finds ſome 
reſource, Tis not enough to receive death with tran- 
quillity; we muſt without fearing it, make our utmoſt 
efforts to repel it. Let us take one of theſe great benches 
of the rowers; and whili this timorous and troubled 
multitude are regretting life, without ſeeking the m-ans 
of preſerving it, let us not loſe a moment to ſave ours, 


Upon this he takes a hatchet; he cuts the maſt quite 


off, which being already broken, and hanging in the 
ſea, had laid the veſſel on one fide ; he throws it over- 
board; he jumps upon it amidſt the furious billows ; he 
calls me by my name, and encourages me to follow 
him. As a mighty tree, which all the conſpiring winds 
attack, remains ſo immoveable on its deep roots that 
the tempeſt can only ſhake its J aves; ſo 1 who 
was not only firm and — but calm and eaſy, 


ſeemed to command the winds and the ſea. I followed 
him; and who could but have followed, — 
w 


him? We ſteered ourſelves on the floating maſt, 

was very ſerviceable to us; for we could fit upon it. 
Had we been obliged to ſwim without reſting, our 
ſtrength would ſoon ho been exhauſted, But the ftorm 
often turned this huge piece of timber round, and we 
were plunged into 5 4 ſea; we then drank the briny 
ſurge, which poured from our mouths, our noftrils and 
our ears, and were forced to ſtruggle with the billows, 
in order to get on the upper part of the maſt again. 
Sometimes alſo a wave, as high as a mountain, rolled 
over us, and then we clung cloſe for fear the maſt, which 
was our only hope, ſhould in ſuch a violent ſhock get 
from us. 

While we were in this terrible condition, Mentor, as 
calm as he is now on this turfy ſeat, ſaid, Do you 
think, Telemachus, that your life 1s left to the mercy 
of the winds and the waves? Do you think that they 
can deſtroy you without a command from the * 
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No, no, the Gods determine every thing. It is the 
Gods therefore, and not the ſea, who are to be feared. . 
Were you at the bottom of the deep, the hand of Ju- 
piter could draw you from it; were you in Olympus, 
viewing the ſtars beneath your feet, Jupiter could plunge | 

ou to the bottom of the abyſs, or hurl you headlong 
into the flames of dreary Tartarus, 1 heard and ad- 


_ theſe words, which comtorted me a little ; but 
y 


mind was not free enough to make him a reply. 
He ſaw me not, neither could 1 ſee him. We paſſed 


The whole night ſhivering and half dead with cold, with- 
out knowing whither the tempeſt would drive us. At 


— winds began to abate, and the bellowing ſea 
reſeribled a perſon, who having been long in a rage, 


is grown tired of his fury, and feels but ſome remains 
of his trouble and emotion; its growlings were hollow, 


and its waves hardly higher than the ridges between the 
furrows of a ploughed field. 5 
Mean while Aurora opened the gates of heaven to 
the ſun, and promiſed us a fine day. The eaſt was all 
on fire, and the ſtars which had ſo long been hid, ap- 
peared again, but fled at the approach ot Phoebus, We 
deſcried land at a diſtance, and the winds wafted us 
towards it. Hope then began to revive in my heart ; 
but we ſaw none of our companions; their ſpirits pro- 


bably failed, and the tempeſt overwhelmed them and the 


ſhip together. When we were near land, the ſea drove 


us againſt craggy rocks, which would have daſhed us 


in pieces, had we not ſteered the end of the malt againſt 
them, of which Mentor made as good a uſe as a ſkilful 
pilot makes of the beſt rudder. "Thus we avoided theſe 
dreadful rocks, and at laſt found a pleaſant level coaſt, 
where ſwimming without any difficulty, we got a-ſhore 


on the ſand, It was there you ſaw us, O mighty God- 


deſs, who inhabit this iſland; it was there you vouch- 
{afed us a kind reception. | 
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The ARGUMENT. 


| Calypſo admires Telemachus in his adventures, and does all 
ſhe can Io detain him in her iſland, by engaging him to 1 
return her paſſim. Mentor ſupports 2 by his 
remonuſtrances againſt the Goddeſs's artifices, and againſt 
Crupid whom ; had brought to her affiſtance. Te- 
Iemachius however and the nymph Eucharis ſoon feel a 
mutual paſſion, which at fin excites Calypſo's jealouſy, 
, and afterwards her reſentment againſt the two lovers, 
| She favears by Styx that Telemachus ſhall depart from 
| her iſland. Cupid goes to c:mfort her, and prevails or 
5 her nymphs to burn a Hip which Mentor had built, at 
* the time that Mentor was dragging Telemachus along 10 
emb rk on board it. 223 4 feels a ſecret joy at 
: ſeeing the weſſel on fire. Mentor perceiving it, throws him 
x "86 You into the ſea, and leaps into it himſelf, in order to 
favim to another ſhip, which be ſaw near the coaſt. 


\ 7 HEN Telemachus had concluded his narrative, 
all the nymphs, who had been motionleſs and 
kept their eyes fixt upon him, looked on each other, and 
ſaid with altoniſhm: nt, Who are theſe men, ſo beloved 
of the Gods? Did you ever hear of ſuch marvellous ad- 
ventures ? 
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ventures? The ſon of Ulyſſes already excels his Father 


in eloquence, in wiſdom and valour. What an air! 


what beauty ! what ſweetneſs) what modeſty! But then, 
what nobleneſs and elevation of ſoul! Did we not know 
that he is the ſon of a mortal, cne might eaſily take 
- Him for Bacchus, for Mercury, or even for the great 
Apollo. But who is this Mentor who ſeems a plain, 
obſcure and ordinary man? When one views him near, 
one finds in him I know not what that is more than 
human. | 

Calypſo heard this diſcourfe with an uneaſineſs which 
ſhe could not hide. Her eyes were inceſſantly ſtray ing 
from Mentor to Telemachus, and from 'Telemachus to 
Mentor. Sometimes ſhe deſired that Telemachus would 
begin the long hiſtory of his adventures again ; then ſhe 
would ſuddenly interrupt herfelf. At laſt riſing abruptly, 
and leading him afide into a myrtle grove, the tried all 
arts to learn of him, if Mentor was not a God con- 
cealed under the form of a man. It was not in Telema- 
chus's power to reſclve her; for Minerva, who accom- 

anied him in the ſhape of Mentor, had not diſcovered 
herſelf to him by reaſon of his youth: She was not yet 
ſufficiently aſſured of his ſecrecy, to entruſt him with 
her deſigns. Beſides, ſhe was defirous to try him by the 
greateſt dangers: Now had he known that Minerva was 


with him, ſuch a ſupport would have buoyed him up 


too much, and he would without difficulty have braved 
the moſt terrible accidents. He really therefore took 
Minerva for Mentor, and all Calypſo's artifices to diſ- 
cover what ſhe deſired to know, were in vain. 


Mean while all the nymphs gathered around Mentor, 


and took a pleaſure in aſking him queſtions. One en- 
quired the particulars of his journey into Ethiopia; 
another defired to know what he had ſeen at Laaer 3 
and a third aſked him if he knew Ulyſſes before the ſiege 
of Troy. He anſwered them all in a courteous man- 
ner; and his words, though plain, were very graceful. 
Calypſo did not leave them long in this converſation; 
| the returned, and while the nymphs began to gather 
flowers, ſinging all the while, to amuſe Telemachus, 


ſhe took Mentor aſide, in order to make him diſcover . 


Who he was. The balmy vapours of ſleep do not glide 
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more ſweetly through the weary eyes and all the limbs 
of a man who is quite exkaufted by labour, than the 
Goddeſs's ſoothing words inſinuated themſelves, in order 
to enchant the heart of Mentor; but ſhe continually 
perceived I know not what which baffled all her efforts, 
and derided her charms; Like a ſteep rock which hides 
its head in the clouds, and laughs at the rage of the 
winds, Mentor was ſtedfaſt in his wiſe deſigns, and un- 
ſhaken by Calypſo's importunities. He would ſome- 
times even permit her to hope that ſhe ſhould enſnare 
him by her queſtions, and draw the truth from the bot- 
tom of his heart; but the moment ſhe expected to ſa- 
tisfy her curioſity, her hopes vaniſhed: All that ſhe 
thought ſhe held faſt, ſlipt from her on a ſudden, and a 
ſhort anſwer of Mentor * her again in her doubts. 

Thus ſhe paſſed the days, ſometimes flattering Telema- 
chus, and ſometimes ſeeking the means of ſeparating him 
from Mentor, from whom ſhe no longer hoped for a diſ- 
covery. She employed her moſt beautiful nymphs to 
kindle the fires of love in young Telemachus's heart; 
and a Goddeſs, more powerful than herſelf, came to 
her aſſiſtance. 

Venus ſtill highly reſenting the contempt which Men- 
tor and Telemachus had expreſſed for the worſhip which 
is paid her in the iſle of Cyprus, was inconſolable when 
ſhe ſaw that theſe two raſh mertals had eſcaped from the 
winds and the ſeas, in the ſtorm which Neptune excited. 
She made bitter complaints of it to Jupiter; but the 
father of the Gods Gt, and unwilling to let her 
know that Minerva, in the ſhape of Mentor, had ſaved 
the ſon of Ulyfles, gave Venus leave to ſeek the means 
of being revenged on theſe two men. She quits Olym- 
pus; forgets the ſweet perfumes which are burnt on her 
altars at Paphos, Cythera, and Idalia ; flies in her cha- 
riot drawn by doves ; calls ker ſon, and grief diffuſing 
Itſelf over her face, which was adorned with new graces, 
ſhe befpoke him thus : | | 

Beholdeſt thou, my ſon, theſe two mortals who ſcorn 
thy power and mine ? Who will worſhip us for the future ? 
Go, pierce their inſenfible hearts with thy arrows; de- 
ſcend with me to that iſland, and I will talk with Calypſo. 
She ſaid, and cleaving the air in a golden _— oo. 

: ſen 
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ſented herſelf before Calypſo, who was then all alone, on 
the brink of a fountain, at ſome diſtance from her grotto. 
Unhappy Geddeſs ! ſaid ſhe, the ungrateful Ulyſſes 
diſdained you. His ſon, ſtill more inſenſible than he, is 
ready to treat you with the like contempt ; but Love 
himſelf is come to revenge you. I leave him with you; 
he ſhall remain among your nymphs, as the boy Bac- 
chus was formerly educated by the nymphs of the iſland 
of Naxos. Jelemachus will look upon him as a com- 
mon child; te will not ſuſpect him, and will quickly 
fe his power. She ſaid ; and re-aſcending in the golden 
claud from which ſhe alighted, left ambrofial odors be- 

ting her, which perfumed all the groves of Calypſo. 
upid remained in Calypſo's arms. Though a God- 
deſs, ſhe preſently felt his flames ſpreading in her boſom. 

To taſe Ferſelf, ſhe immediately gave him to Eucharis, 

a nymph who happened to be by her. But alas! how 
often did ſhe afterwards repent her doing it! At firſt no- 
thing ſeemed more innocent, more ſweet, more lovely, 
more ingenuous, more obliging than this child, When 
one ſaw his ſprighilineſs, his wheedling, his perpetual 
ſmiles, one would have thought that he could inſpire no- 
thing but pleaſuce; but as ſoon as one truſted his careſſes, 
one felt 1 know not what of poiſon. The falſe, mali- 
cious boy careſſed but to deceive, and never laughed but 
at the cruei miſchiefs he had done, or deſigned to do. 
He durit not approach Mentor, whoſe ſeverity affrighted 
him; he perceived that this unknown perion was invul- 
nerabie, and that none of his arrows could pierce him. 
As for the nymphs, they quickly felt the fires the trea- 
cherous boy enkindles; but they carefully concealed the 

deep wounds which feſtered in their hearts. = 
Mean while Tclemachus, ſeeing the child play with 
the nymphs, was ſurpriſed at his beauty and ſweetneſs. 
He embraces him ; he takes him ſometimes on his knees 
and ſometimes in his arms, and finds an inquietude in his 
own boſom of which he can aſſign no cauſe? The more 
he ſeeks for innocent diverfions, the more reſtleſs and 
languid he grows. Do you ſee the nymphs, ſaid he to 
Mentor? How different they are from the Cyprian wo- 
men, whoſe charms were diſguſttul by reaſon of their im- 
modeſty ? Theſe immortal beauties diſplay an innocence, 
| | | a mos. 
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a modeſty, a ſimplicity that is enchanting. . He bluſhed, 
without 883 = as he he: be could nat for- 
bear ſpeaking, and yet had he hardly, begun but he was 
unable to proceed; his words were broken, obſcure,” and 
ſometimes had no meaning at all. . 

Hereupon Mentor ſaid, O Telemachus! the dangers 
of the iſle of Cyprus were nothing in compariſon of. thoſe 
which you do not apprehend at preſent. Groſs vice ex- 
cites horror, and brutiſh impudence indignation ;, but 
modeſt beauty is much more dangerous. In loving it we 
fancy we love nothing but virtue, and yield inſenſibly to, 
the deluſive charms of a paſſion, which we do not per- 
ceive till it is almoſt too late to extinguiſh it. Fly, my 
dear Telemachus, fly theſe nymphs who are ſo diſcreet 
only to enſnare you the better. Fly the dangers. of your 
youth; but above all, fly this child whom you do not 
know. It is Cupid, whom Venus has brought into this 
iſland to revenge herſelf far the contempt you ſhewed of 
the worſhip which is paid her at Cythera. - He, has 
wounded the heart of the Goddeſs Calypſo ; ſhe has con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for you ; he bas enflamed all her 
attendant nymphs, and you yourſelf, unhappy youth! 
burn, and hardly perceive it. T 

Telemachus 4 interrupted Mengor, ſaying, Why 
ſhould we. not ſtay in this iſland ? . Ulyſſes is not living; 
he muſt long ſince have been buried in the waves.* Fes 
- nelope ſecing neither him nor me return, has. not been 
able to reſiſt ſo, many ſuitors; her father Icarus, has cn 
ſtrained her to accept of another huſband. And ſhall. 
return to Ithaca to ſee her engaged, 30 new bonds, and 
her plighted faith to my father broken? The Ithacans 
have forgotten Ulyſſes : To return would be ruſhing on 
certain death, ſince Pendlope's lovers havę ſized on all 
the avenues of the Port, to make our deſtruction at our 


. . ²— a} 5 | 

Mentor replied, Lo the effeQs. of a blind palhon; We 
ſubtilly hunt after all the reaſons. which favour it; we 
turn away our eyes that we may not Tee thoſe which con- 
demn it, and are quick-ſighted, only to deceive, ourſelvey,: 
and to ſtifle our remorſe. Have you: forgot all, that the 
Gods have done in order to, bring you back to your ] 
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ebuntry ? How did you get out of Sicily ? Were not the 
evi you ſuffered. in e. ſuddenly turned into bleſſ- 
ings ? What unſeen hand ſnatched you from all the dan- 
gers which hung over your head in the city of Tyre? 
After ſo many mjracles, are you ftill ignorant of what the 
Gods have in ftore for vou? Bot what am I ſay ing! you 
are anwerthy of it. As for me, I will depart; hall 
eaſily find the means of eſcaping from this Hand. De- 
generate ſon of ſo wiſe and rave a father, lead here 
A toft inglorious Itfe in the wid of women, and do, in 
| = ight of the Gods, what ur father thought unworthy 
of bim. ', 
Theſe diſdainful words pierced the very ſoul of Tele- 
machus. He was moved at Mentor's aches; his 
grief was blended with ſhame; he dreaded the indigna- 
tion and departure of his wife guide to whom he was ſo 
much indebted ; but a rifing pafſfion, of which he himſelf 
was not conſcious, had 'rendeted him quite another man. 
What then, ſaid he to Mentor, with tears in his eyes, do 
| you efteem as nothing the immortality which the God- 
dels offers me? I 1 e nothing, replied Mentor, all 


—ů * gnant to e and the commands of the 
irtue calls back to your own — in 
— 7 to ſee Ulyſſes and Penelope again; virtue forbids 
you to abandon yourſelf to an extravagant paſſion; the 
Gods, who have defivered you from ſo many x perils that 
your glory may ſhine as bei ht as your father's, com- 
mand you to quit this iſland: Love, the ſhameſul tyrant 
love alone, can detain you here. An! what would you 
do with an immortal . without fibe 2. without virtue, 
without glory Such a life would be more miſerable 
in that it could never 3 
Jo this Telemachns anſwered only by Fi . 
Gries he wiſhed that Mentor had-fnarched him in ſpire . 
himſelf from this iland, and ſometimes that his ri 
monitor vere gone, that he might no — *. re- 
proached' wich his weakneſs. All theſe” 1 
racked his heart by turns, hut none of Ebel l = ; 
his breaſt was like the ſea which is the ſport of all the ad- 
verſe winds. He often hay extended and motionleſs on 
the ſca-ſhore, and often in the midſt of a gloomy wood; 
ſhedding bitter tears, and making loud laments like the: 
roarings 
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roarings of a lion. He was grown lean; his hollow 
were full of a conſuming fire. His wan, dej 7 
disfigured face would have made one believe that he was 
not Telemachus. His beauty, his ſprightlineſs, his no» - 
ble air had forſaken him; he was dying away. As the 
flower which blows and diffuſes its pertumes around- the 
fields in the morning, decays gradually towards the even- 
ing, and loſes its lively colours, and languiſhes, and 
withers, and hangs down its lovely head, unable longer 
to ſupport itſelf : So was the ſon of Ulyſſes at the very 
gates of death. 

Mentor ſeeing that Telemachus could not reſiſt the 
violence of his paſſion, formed an artful defign to deliver 
him from ſo great a danger. He had obſerved that Ca- 
lypſo was paſſionately in love with Telemachus, and that 
Telemachus was not leſs in love with the young nymph 
Eucharis : for the cruel boy, to plague mankind, ſeldom _ 
makes them love the perſon by whom they are beloved. 
Mentor reſolved to excite Calypſo's jealouſy. Eucharis 
being to go a hunting with Telemachus, Mentor ſaid to 
Calypſo, I have taken notice that Telemachus has a paſ- 
ſion for hunting, which I never obſerved in him before; 
this diverſion begins to give him a diftaſte of all others; 
he delights in nothing — the moſt ſavage woods and 
mountains. Is it you, O Goddeſs, who inſpire him with 
this violent paſſion ? | | 

Theſe words ſo cruelly ſtung Calypſo, that ſhe could 
not contain herſelf. This Telemachus, ſaid ſhe, who 
deſpiſed: all the pleaſures of the iſle of Cyprus, cannot 
withſtand the moderate beauty of one of my nymphs. 
How dares he vaunt of having performed ſo many won- 
derful actions, he whoſe heart is ſhamefully ſoftened by 
effeminate pleaſures, and who ſeems born to paſs an ob- 
{cure life among women? Mentor obſerving with plea- 
ſure how jealouſy ſtung Calypſo's heart, ſazd no more 
that he might not excite her ſuſpicions ; he expreſſed his 
concern only by a ſad and dejected count: nance. The 
Goddeſs diſcovered her uneaſineſs to him at every thing 
which ſhe ſaw, and was continually making f. com- 
plaints. This -huncing-match, of which Mentor had in- 
formed her, compleated her fury; fhe knew that Tele- 
machus had ſought only to ſteal away from the other 
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nymphs, in Urder to converſe with Eucharis. A ſecond 
chace was even already propoſed, in which ſhe foreſaw 
that he would behave as he had in the firſt, To break 


Telemachus's meaſures, ſhe declared that ſhe would be 
one of their party ; then all of a ſudden, unable longer 


to moderate her reſentment, ſhe add reſt him thus: 


Is it for this, raſh boy, that thou cameſt into my 
iſland, and eſcapedſt the wreck with which Neptune juſtly 
threatened thee, and the vengeance of the Gods? Didft 
thou enter this iſland, which is open to no mortal, but 


to deſpiſe my power and the love which I have ſhown 


thee? Ye Deities of Olympus and Styx! hear a miſer- 
able Goddeſs, make haſte to confound this perfidious, 
this ungrateful, this impious wretch ! Since thou art more 
obdurate and unjuſt than thy father, mayeſt thou ſuffer 
evils more laſting and cruel than his! No, no, mayeſt 
thou never ſee thy country more, the poor, the wretched 
Ithaca, which thou haſt not been aſhamed to prefer to 
immortality: or rather, mayeſt thou periſh in ſight of 
it amidft the billous; may thy body become the ſports 
of the waves, and be caſt without hopes of ſepulture on 
this ſandy. ſhore! May my eyes ſee it devoured by vul- 
tures! She whom thou loveſt, ſhall ſee it alſo : ſhe ſhall 


ſee it, her heart ſhall break at the ſight, and her deſpair 


rove a pleaſure to me. 
While Calypſo was Tpeaking thus, her eyes were red 
and fiery; they dwelt upon nothing, and had I know 
not what of gloom and wildneſs. Her trembling cheeks 
were chequered with black and hvid fpots ; ſhe changed 
colour every moment. A deadly paleneſs would fre- 
quently ſpread itfelf over her face; her tears flowed not 
as formerly in abundance; rage and deſpair ſeemed to 
have dried up their ſource, and they rarely trickled 
down her cheeks. Her voice was hoarſe, trembling and 
broken. Mentor watched all her motions, and ſpoke 
no more to 'Telemachns. He treated him as a patient 
who + given over, often caſting looks of compaſſion 
upon him. | 
Telemachus was conſcious how culpable he was, and 
how-unworthy of Mentor's friendſhip ; he dared not lift 
up his eyes leſt they ſhould meet thoſe of his friend, whoſe 
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very ſilence condemned him. Sometimes he longed to 


o and throw himſelf about his neck, and to tell him how 
F-nGible he was of his fault; but he was withheld, ſome-- 
times by a falſe ſenſe of ſhame, and ſometimes by a fear 
of going farther than he defired, in order to retreat from 
danger; for the danger ſeemed pleaſing to him, and he 
could not yet reſolve to ſubdue his ſenfclef paſſion. 

The Gods and the Goddeſſes of Olympus were aſ- 
ſembled together, and obſerving a profound ſilence, kept 
their eyes 2 on Calypſo's iſland, to ſee which would be 
victorious, Minerva or Cupid. Cupid by playing with. 
the nymphs, had ſet the whole iſland on | hs and Mi- 
nerva, in the ſhape of Mentor, made uſe of Jealouſy, the 


inſeparable companion of Love, inſt Love himſelf. 


Jupiter reſolved to be a ſpectator ofthe combat, and to 


remain neuter. 


Mean while Eucharis, who was apprehenſive of lofing 
Telemachus, practiſed a thouſand arts to hold him in her 


chains. She was now going a hunting with him for the 


ſecond time, and was attired like Diana. Venus and 
Cupid had adorned her with new charms, inſomuch, that 
her beauty on that day eclipſed the beauty of the God- 
deſs Calypſo herſelf. Calypſo ſeeing her at a diſtance, 
viewed herſelf at the ſame time in the cleareſt of her 
fountains ; and being aſhamed of her own face, ſhe hid 
herſelf in the moſt ſecret part of her grotto, and ſpoke 
thus all alone : | 

My endeavours then to difturb theſe two lovers, by de- 


Claring that I would be at this chace, are it ſeems in- 


vain! Shall I be there? What! aid her triumph, and 
fuffer my beauty to be a foil to hers! Muſt Telemachus 
by ſeeing me be ſtill more enamoured of his Eucharis ? 
Vretch that I am! what have I done? No, I will not 


go, they ſhall not go themſelves; I well know how to 


hinder them: I will go and find Mentor, I will defire 


him to take Telemachus away, he ſhall carry him back 


to Ithaca, But what do 1 ſay? What will become of 
me, when Telemachus is gone? Where am I? O cruel 
Venus, what can I do? Venus, you have deceived me: 


Ohl. what a treacherous preſent you made me! Pernicious 


boy! infetious Cupid! I - my heart to thee only 
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in — * of living happy with Telemachus, and thou haft 
brought into it nothing but grief and deſpair. My 
. nymphs are revolted againſt me, and my divinity ſerves 
only to make my woes eternal. Oh! that I could put 
an end to my life and my pains! Thou, Telemachus, 

muſt die, fince I cannot die. 1 will be revenged of th 
ingratitude; thy nymph ſhall ſee thee expire, I will kill 
thee before her eyes. But I rave! O wretched Calypſo! 
what wouldeſt thou ? Deſtroy an innocent youth. whom 
thou thyſelf haſt plunged into this abyſs of miſeries ? It 
was I who apphed the torch to the chaſte. Telemachus's 
boſom. What innocence! what virtue! what horror of 
vice! what reſolution againſt infamous pleaſures! Should 
J have poiſoned his heart? He would have left me. Well! 
muſt he not leave me now, or 1 ſee him full of. contempt 
for me, and living but ſor my rival? Nay, nay, I ſuffer 
no more than I have well deſerved. Go, Telemachus, 
go, crofs the ſeas; leave the wretched Calypſo, unable 
to bear, or to lay down, the burden of life: leave her 
diſconſolate, overwhelmed with ſhame, and deſpairing 

with thy haughty Eucharis. | 

Thus ſpoke Calypſo alone in her .grotto ; but roſhing 

ſuddenly out of it, Where are you, Mentor, ſaid ſhe 
Is it thus that you ſupport Telemachus againft vice, 
which he is now finking under? You fleep, while Love 
watches for opportunities againſt you.. I can no longer 
bear your ſhameful indifference. Will you always calmly 
ſee the ſon of Ul diſhonour his father, and gegledt 
his high deſtiny? Was it to you or me that his parents 
entruſted his conduct? I ſeek for remedies to cure his 
heart, and will you do nothing? There are lofty poplars, 
fit for the building of a ſhip, in the remoteſt part of this 
foreſt; it was there Ulyſſes built that in which he de- 
parted from this iſland. In the ſame place you will find 
a deep cave wherein are all the tools which are neceſſary 
for forming, and for joining together, the ſeveral parts 
of a veſſel. 5 | 5 
She bad hardly ſpoken theſe words, but ſhe repented 
of them. Mentor loſt not a moment; he went to the 
ave, found the tools, felled the poplars, and in one 
& nate and fitted out a veſſel tor the fea; for Mi- 
e nerva's 
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nerva's power and ill IT but little time to — 
the greateſt works. 

Calypſo was in a terrible agony of mind; 6 on 
the one hand to fee if Mentor's work went on, and not 
having reſolution enough ,on the other to quit the chace, 
and leave, Eucharis and Telemachns * their liberty. 
Her jealouſy would not, let her loſe ſight of the ewo- 
lovers, but the endeavoured to turn the chace wheee ſhe- 
knew that Mentor was building a ſhip. She heard. the 
ſtrokes of the axe and the hammer; ſhe liſtened to them, 
and trembled at every one: But at the ſame time ſhe ap- 

rehended that her attention to Mentor might prevent | 
ber obſerving ſome fign or glance, which n 

make to the young ny mph. 

can while Eucharis ſaid to Telemachus ! ina jeering 

tone, Are you not afraid that Mentor will. chide = 

man. gong 2 unting without him? Oh] how are 

pitied for living under fo harſh. à maſter! thing 

= ">a his auſterity ; he affects an averſion to all ſorts 
of pleaſures, and cannot bear that you ſhould taſte of 
any: nay, he imputes to yon as a crime the moſt inno- 
cent things. You. might indeed be governed. dim, 

while you were . incapable of governing yourſelf; but 

_ ſo many proofs of your wiſdom, you. ral wo 
U 

and 


er ſuffer ,yourfelf to be uſed like a bab. 

Pues words pierced Telemachus's heart, 
filled it with indignation againſt Mentor, whoſe-yoke he 
wiſhed to ſhake He was afraid to ſee him; and was 
ſo troubled that he made Eucharis no reply. At laſt 
towards the evening, the chace having paſt in a conti- 
nual conſtraint on all ſides, they returned by a corner 
of the foreſt near the place 1 
toiling all the day. Calypſo ſaw from afar that the 
bark was finiſhed : her eyes were inftantly overſpread 
with a thick cloud like — of denth; her trembl 
knees "Failed beneath her; a cold 
her limbs; ſhe was forced to lean on the ſurrounding 
nymphs ; and Eucharis holding out 
her, Calypſo gave her a terrible frown, and pulted at 
A ; 


100 TELEMACHUS. Bock VII. 


Telemachus ſeeing the ſhip, and not ſeeing Mentor, 
who had finiſhed his work and was already retired, aſked 
the Goddeſs to whom the veſſel belonged, and for what 
it was deſigned. At firſt ſhe was at a loſs for an anſwer, 
but at length ſhe faid, I ordered it to be built to ſend 
Mentor away ; you ſhall no longer be troubled with this 
rigid friend, who oppoſes your happineſs, and would be 
jealous if you thould become immortal. Mentor leave 
me! I am ruined, cried Telemachns. O Eucharis! if 
Mentor ſorſakes me, I have none left but you. Theſe 
words eſcaped him in the tranſport of his paſſion; he 
perceived his error in ſpeaking them, but he had been 
in too much confuſion to attend to their 2 All 
the company was ſtruck dumb with ſurpriſe. Eucharis 


bluſhed, and ſtood behind with down-caſt eyes, quite 


confounded, and not daring to ſhew herſelf; but whilſt 
ſhame appeared on her face, gladneſs dilated her heart. 
Telemachis was no longer himſelf, and could not be- 
Jieve that he had ſpoken ſo indiſcreetly. What he had 
done appeared to him like a dream, but a dream which 


confounded and troubl-d him. 
' Calypſo, more ſurious than a lioneſs robbed of her 


young, ran at random up and down the foreſt, unknow- 
ing whither ſhe went. At laſt ſhe came to the entrance 


of her grotto, where Mentor was waiting for her. Be- 


gone from my iſland, ſaid ſhe, ye ſtrangers, who came 


to trouble my repoſe; away with this young fool; and 


thou, raſh dutard, thou ſhalt feel the effects of a God- 


deſs's u rath, if thou doſt not ſnatch him hence this in- 


ſtant. 1 will never fee him more, nor will I ſuffer any 
of my nymphs to fpeak to him or. to look upon him 
again: And this I. ſwear by the Stygian lake, an oath 
at which the Gods themſelves tremble. But know, Te- 
lemachus, that thy miſeries are not at an end; thou, un- 

teful wretch, ſhalt not depart from my 1fland but to 
2 prey to new misfortunes; I ſhall be revenged, and 
thou in vain ſhalt 
cenſed againſt thy fat 


t Calypſo. Neptune, ſtill in- 
r who offended him in Sicily, 


. 


and importuned by Venus whom thou deſpiſedſt in the 
iſland of Cyprus, is preparing other tempeſts for hee. 
Thou ſhalt ſee thy father, who is not dead, but thou _ 
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fee him without knowing him; thou ſhalt not meet him 
in Ithaca, till thou been the ſport of the moſt ad- 
verſe fortune. Begone, I conjure the celeſtial * 
to revenge me. Mayeſt thou in the midſt of the ſea, 
ſuſpended on the points of a rock and blaſted by thun: 
der, vainly invoke Calypſo, whom thy puniſhment will 
raviſh with joy. | 
She had hardly ſpoken theſe words, but her troubled 
mind was ready to take contrary reſolutions. Love re- 
vived in her heart the deſire of detaining Telemachus. 
Let him live, faid ſhe to herſelf, let him ſtay here; 
— he may at laſt be ſenſible of all my offices: 
ucharis cannot like me confer immortality upon him. 
O blind Calypſo! thou. haſt betrayed thyſelf by th 
oath ; thou art bound, and the waves of Styx, by whic 
thou haſt ſworn, leave thee no room for hope. No body 
heard theſe words, but one might ſec the furies painted 
on her face; and all the baleful venom of black Cocytus 
ſeemed to exhale from her heart. : | 
Telemachus was ſtruck with horror, of which Ca- 
lypſo perceived the cauſe: for what does not jealous 
love perceive? His terror redoubled the Goddeſs's rage. 
Like a prieſteſs of Bacchus, who fills the air and makes 
the lofty mountains of Thrace ring with her howlings, 
ſhe runs acroſs the woods with a dart in her hand, callin 
her nymphs, and threatening to kill all who refuſed to 
follow her. They, terrihed at this menace, ran in 
crowds around her. Eucharis herſelf advanced, with 
tearful eyes, looking from afar at Telemachus, to whom 
ſhe no longer durſt to ſpeak. The Goddeſs trembled at 
the ay approach, and inſtead of being appeaſed by 
her ſubmiſſion, felt a new fury when ſhe obſerved that 
grief brightened her beauty. : 
Mean while J elemachus remains alone with Mentor. 
He embraces his knees, for he durſt not look at nor 
embrace him in any other manner; he ſheds a flood of 
tears; he attempts to ſpeak, but his voice fails him, 
and his words ftill more; he knows neither what he is 
doing, nor what he ought, nor what he defires to do. 
At laſt he cried out, G my real father! O Mentor! 
deliver me from this train of woes: I can neither for- 
| | F 5 . e 
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Th embraces bd him, — 


VT 6445 have ſo car] loved, — 


own 
IS © not n 
iffident of himſelf, The Gods have led you as it 


were by the hand to the very brink of a precipice to 
ſhew you its , without ſy you to fall into it. 
Now therefore learn what you would never have known, 
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perienced it: You would in vain have 
— of Love, who flatters to de- 
ppearance of ſweetneſs conceals the 
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tear ings 
Cupi a, wh e fo fre ad gone Re- 
fume your 2 How S8 you 1 by; the 
ods, ou a way to fly from 
Fe they open 3 dear country again? Calypſo 
ng. away ; the ſhip is 
guite ready ; why do we delay to quit this iſland, where 
virtue cannot dwell ? 
Mentor, as he f theſe words, took him — 
band, and him towards the ſhore. T 
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it, and would gladly have kiſſed the very prints of. 
r feet, Nay, when he had loft fight of her, be ſtill 
liſtened, 2 that he heard her voice; though ab- 
ſent, he ſaw her; her image was painted and living as 
it were before his eyes ; he even fancied-that he talked to 
her, not knowing where he was, nor hearing Mentor. 
At length awaking as it were out of a profoutid ſleep, 
he ſaid to Mentor, I am reſolved to foflow you; but 
4 have not yet taken my leave of Eucharis: I had rather 
die than forſake her thus ungratefully. Stay mill I have 
ſeen her once again, and taken an eternal farewel, 
Permit me at leaſt to ſay to her, O nymph, the cel 
Gods, the Gods jealous of my happineſs, conſtrain me 
to * * 3 but they ſhall ſooner put a period to my life, 
than blot you ont of my memory. O my father i grant 
me this laſt, this reaſonable conſolation, or rid me in- 
ſtantly of life, No, I will neither ſtay in this Hland, 
nor abandon myſelf to love; I have no ſuch paſſion in 
— breaſt; 1 feel no ſentiments for Eucharis but 'thoſe 
of friendſhip and gratitude ; I fhall be farisfied- with 
bidding her once more farewel, and will then immedi- 
ately depart with you. | 3 ä 5 
How I pity you, replied Memor! your paſſion is ſ6 
ng es are 2 it. _ 8 
are , kr or death; y that you 
are not — 8 love, and v4, tre cannot leave 
the nymph you doat on. You fee, you hear nothing 
but her; you are blind and deaf 10 thing elſe : 
A man raving in a fever ſays, I am not ſick. blind 
Telemachus! you were ready to renounce Penelope, who 
EX you; Ulyffes, whom you ſhall ſee again; Irhacaz 
| where you are to reign, and the glory and clevated for- 
tune which the Gods have promiſed you by the many 
wonders which they have wrought in your favour: ' You 


were about to renounce all theſe bleflings to lead an-ins, 
lorious life with Eucharis. And will you pretend that 


_ Wii, 0 attach pp * _ — 4 8 

you you deſire Why did | 

with ſuch tranſport before the Goddeſs ? oC 
ou of infincerity, but I lament your blindneſs. FI, 
clemachus, fly; Jove is not to be conquered but by. 
——— F6 «{ * Wh 
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fight. Againſt ſuch an enemy, true courage conſiſts 
in fear and flying; but in flying without delibera- 
tion, and without giving one's ſelf time ever to look 
behind one. You have not forgotten the cares which 
you have coſt me from your intancy, nor the dangers 
from which you have eſcaped by my counſels; be 
ome by me now, or ſuffer me to forſake you. Oh! 
id you but know my grief to ſee you run to your 
deſtruction! Did you but know what I endured while 
J durſt not fpeak to you! your mother's pangs at 
our birth were leſs ſevere than mine. I was fl 
patiently bore my pains, I ſtifled my fighs to ſee if 
you would return to me again. O my ſon! my dear 
Jon! eaſe my heart; reſtore me what is dearer to me 
than my life ; reſtore me the loſt Telemachus, and re- 
ſtore yourſelf to yourſelf, If wiſdom get the better of 
love in your breaſt, I live and am happy; but if love 
runs away with you in ſpite of wifdom, Mentor can live 
no longer. | 
Whilit Mentor was ſpeaking thus, he continued his 
way towards the fea, and Telemachus who had not yet 
reſolution enough to follow him of his own accord, 


kad enough however to ſuffer himſelf to be led without 


reſiſtance. Minerva, all the while concealed under the 
form of Mentor, covering Telemachus with her inviſi- 
ble is, and ſhedding divine rays around him, in- 
ſpired him with a courage which he had never felt before, 
7 nos he had been in this iſland. Coming at length to 
a ſteep rock on the ſea-ſhore, which was perpetually 
buffeted by the foaming billows, and looking from this 
eminence to ſce if the ſhip which Mentor had got ready 
was ſtill in the ſame place, they were ſpectators of a 
melancholy fight. 

, Cupid was ſtung to the quick when he ſaw that this 
unknown old man was not only inſenſible of his arrows, 
put that he was taking Telemachus alſo away from him; 
he wept for vexation, and went to find' Calypſo, who 
| . and down in her gloomy foreſts. She 
could not ſec him without ſighing, and ived that he 
opened all the wounds of her heart afreſh, You a God- 
deſs, ſaid Cupid, and ſuffer yourſelf to be conquered by 
a weak — who 1s a priſoner in your iſland ! 3 


* 


ent, 


6 


Book VII. TELEMACHUS. og 


do you let him go? Oh! miſchievous Cupid, ſaid ſhe, 
J wilt no longer liſten to thy pernicious counſels; it 
was you drew me from my {ſweet and profound tran- 
quillity, and plunged me into an abyſs of woes, There 
is no help for it; I have ſworn by the waves of 8 
that I will let Telemachus go, and Jupiter himſelf, the 
father of the Gods, dares not, with all his power, vio- 
late this dreadful oath. Begone, Telemachus, from my 
iſland; and thou, pernicious boy, begone ; thou haſt 
done me more miſchief than he. | £ 
Cupid, wiping away his tears, ſaid with a ſneering 
malicious ſmile, A mighty difficulty truly! Leave this 
affair to me, keep your oath, and do not oppoſe Te- 
lemachus's departure. Neither your nymphs nor I have 
ſworn by the waves of Styx to let him depart. I will 
inſpire them with the deſign of burning the ſhip which 
Mentor has built with ſo much expedition; his ſurpriſing 
diligence ſhall be vain ; he himſelf ſhall be ſurpriſed in 
his turn, and have no means left of taking Telemachus 
from you. - nog 
Theſe ſoothing words filled Calypſo's heart with hope 
and joy. As a —— zephyr on the margin of a 
brook revives the languiſhing flocks, which the heat of 
the ſummer conſumes ; ſo this ſpeech allayed the God- 
deſs's deſpair. Her face became ſerene, her eyes grew 
mild, and the black cares which gnawed her heart, fled 
for a moment from her ; ſhe ſtopped, ſhe ſmiled, ſhe 
eareſſed the ſportful boy, and by careſſing him prepared 
new tortures 2 herſelf. | SES 
Cupid, pleaſed with having prevailed on her not to 
oppoſe the burning of the ſhip, went to perſuade the 
nymphs to doit. They were wandering and difperſed 
up and down on the mountains, like a flock of ſheep 
which the rage of ravenous wolves has cauſed to fly from 
the ſhepherd. Cupid calls them together, an ſays, 
Telemachus is ſtill in your power, haſten to burn the 
bark, which the raſh Mentor has built for bis flight. 
They immediately light their torches, they run to the 
ſhore, they quiver with fury, they howl and ſhake their 
diſhevelled hair like Bacchanals. And now the flames 
aſcend ; they conſume the veſſel, which was built of dry 


wood 
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wood and bedaubed with rofin; whirlwinds of ſmoky 
flames aſcend to the clouds. | 
Telemachus and Mentor ſeeing the blaze from the 
top of the rock, and hearing the ſhouts of the nymphs, 
the former was tempted to rejoice at it: for his heart 
was not yet cured, and Mentor obſerved that his paſſion 
reſembled an ill-extinguifhed fire, which from time to 
time breaks from under the aſhes, and ſends forth 
glittering ſparks. Lo! ſaid Telemachus, I am bound 
| __ in my fetters : we can no longer hope to quit this 
and. . 
Mentor plainly perceived that / Telemachus was goi 
to relapſe into all his weakneſſes, and that he ary 
moment to loſe; he obſerved at a diſtance, in the midſt 
of the waves, a veſſel riding at anchor, which durſt not 
approach Calypſo's iſland, for all the pilots knew that it 
was inacceſſible to mortals. Upon this, the ſage Men- 
tor ſuddenly puſhing Telemachus, who was fitting on 
the edge of the rock, throws him headlong into the ſea, 
and leaps into it himſelf. Telemachus, ſtunned with the 
violence of the fall, drank in the briny waves and be- 
came the ſport of the billows; but coming to himſelf, 
and ſeeing * 1 * his hand to _ him = 
ſwimming, ught only of getting away from 
fatal iſland. i i 
The nymphs, who thought them their priſoners, 
ſcreamed in a terrible manner, ſeeing that they could 
not prevent their flight. The diſconſolate Calypſo re- 
turned to her grotto, which ſhe filled with her ſhrick- 
i Cupid finding his triumph c into à ſhame- 
fol defeat, ſprung into the air, ſhook his wings, and 
flew to the Idalian grove, where his cruel. r was 
waitin „Ie 8 ſon, ſtill more _ _ 
forted himſelf only by laughing together with ter at 
the miſchiefs he had done. FIC 
Telemachus perceived with pleaſure that the farther 
he got from the iſland, the more his courage and his 
love of virtue revived. Now I experience, cried he to 
Mentor, what you told me and what I could not be- 
lieve for want of experience, that vice is conquered 
only by flight, O my father, how gracious GE 
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Gods in giving me your aſſiſtance! I deſerved to have 
been deprived of it, and to have been left to my- 
ſelf, I now fear neither ſeas, nor winds, nor tem- 


3 I fear nothing but my paflions : Love alone is 
Den 
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BOOK Tuz EIGHTH, 
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The ARGUMENT, 
Adam, the brother of Narbal, command: the Tyrian ſhip, 


auh rein Telemachus and Mentor are kindly received. 
3 The captain knowing Telemachus again, informs him of 
the tragical death of Pygmalion and Aftarbe, and of 
Baleazar's advancement to the throne, «whom the tyrant 
his father had diſgraced at Aftarbe's 1 Dur- 
ing a repaſt which he gives to Telemachus and Mentor, 
Achitaas by the melody of his voice and lyre, draws the 
J ritons, the Nereids, and the other ſea-Deities around 
the ſhip. Mentor taking a lyre, plays upon it much better 
than Achitoas. Adoam afterwards relatgs the wonders 
of Betica, and deſcribes the mildneſs of the air, and the 
other beauties of that cauntry, whoſe inhabitants lead a 
quiet life with great ſimplicity of manners, 


HE ſhip which was at anchor, and towards which 

they advanced, was a Tyrian bark that was bound 

to Epirus. Theſe Phœnicians had ſeen Telemachus in 
his voyage from Egypt, but did not know him again in 
the midſt of the waves. When Mentor was near enough 
to be heard, he cried out with a loud voice, raifing his 
head above the waves, O Pheœnicians, you who are ſo 
ready to ſuccour all nations, refuſe not life to two men 
who 

N 
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who hope it from your humanity. If you have any re- 
verence of the Gods, receive us into your veſſel; we 
will go wherever you go. The commander anſwered, 
We will gladly receive yon; we are not ignorant of 
what we ought to do for ſtrangers, who ſeem in ſuch 
_—_ Upon this they were immediately taken into 
the ſhip. ' 1 8 

They were ſcarcely on board, but they were unable 


to breathe, and motionleſs ; for they had ſwam a Jon 


while, and ſtruggled hard with the billows. By little 
and little they recovered their ſtrength, and other cloaths 
were given them, becauſe their own were heavy with 
the water which had ſoaked into and pour:d from every 
part of them. When they were in a condition to ſpeak, 
all the Phœnicians crowding about them, deſired to 
know their adventures. The commander ſaid, How did 


you pet into the iſland, from whence you came? It is 


reported to be poſſeſſed by a cruel Goddeſs, who never 
ſuffers any body to land in it. Beſides, it is ſurrounded 
by frighttul rocks, againſt which the ſea vainly ſpends 
it's rage, and none can approach it without being 
wrecked. 3 VET 

Mentor anſwered, We were driven upon it; we are 
Greeks; our country is the iſland of Ithaca, which is near 
Epirus, whither you are Hound. If you are unwilling te 
touch at Ithaca, which is in your way, we ſhall be con- 
tented to be carried to * where we ſhall find friends 


who will take care to ſupply us with conveniencies for 


the ſhort paſſage we ſhall have from thence, and we ſhall 
for ever be obliged to you for the joy of ſecing again 
what is deareſt to us in the world. : 

Thus was it Mentor who ſpoke now, and Telema- 
chus was filent, and ſuffered him to ſpeak ; for the errors 
he had committed in the iſland of Calypſo, had greatl 
encreaſed his prudence. He was diffident of himſelf ; 
he perceived the neceſſity of always following the wiſe 
counſels of Mentor; and when he could not ſpeak to 
him to aſk his advice, he at leaft conſulted his eyes, and 
endeavoured to gueſs at his thoughts. 

The Phœnician captain fixing his eyes on Telemachus, 
nay, that he remembered to have ſeen him before; 


but his remembrance was confuſed and he could not 
render 
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render it clear, Give me leave, ſaid he, to aſk you 
whether you remember that vou have ever ſeen me be- 


fore, as 1 methinks remember that I have ſeen you: 


your face is not unknown to me, it ſtruck me at firſt 
fight; but I know not where I have ſeen you: your me- 
mory perhaps may help mine. | | 

Telemachus anſwered with ſurpriſe and joy, I am in 
the fame circumſtance at the figt.t of you as you are 


with regard to me ; I have ſeen you, I know you again; 


but I cannot call to mind whether it was in Egypt or at 
Tyre. Hereupon the Phœnician, like a man who awakes 


in the morning, and recollects by little and little the fu- 


gitive dream which vaniſhed at his waking, cried out on 


a ſudden. You are 'Telemachus with whom Narbal con- 


trated a friendſhip in our return from Egypt ; I am his 


brother, whom he undoubtedly often mentioned to you; 


I left you with him after our expedition to Egypt, being 
obliged to go beyond the remoteſt ſeas into the famous 
PFetica, near the pillars of Hercules. As I did therefore 
but juſt ſee you, it is no wonder that I had To much 
difiiculty in knowing you again at firſt fight 

I plainly fee, replied Telemachus, that you are A- 
doam. I had but a glympſe of you then, but I became 
acquainted with you by the converſation of Narbal. O 
tow I rejoice at this opportunity of hearing news by 7 
df a man who will ever be ſo dear to me! Is he ſtill at 
Tyre? Does be meet with no cruel treatment from the 
fuſpicious and barbarous Pygmalion ? Adoam interrupt- 


ing him, ſaid, Know Telemachus, that fortune commits 
: 2 to que who will take all imaginable care of you; 


will carry you back to the iſland of Ithaca before I 15 
to Epirus, and Narbal's brother ſhall not have a leſs 


friendſhip for you than Narbal himſelf. This ſaid, he 


obſerved that the wind which he waited for, began to 
blow; he ordered the anchors to be weighed, the ſails 
to be ſpread, and the ſea to be cleft by their oars. He 
then took Telemachus and Mentor aſide, to diſcourſe 
with them alone. ns 

1 will, ſaid he, looking upon Telemachus, ſatisfy 
your curioſity, gmalion is no more ; the juſt Gods 


ave rid the world of him. As he truſted no body, ſo 


go body could truſt him. The good fatisficd 8 
; . 
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with bewailing their miſeries and with flying from his 
eruelties, without being able to reſolve to do him any 
hurt; the wicked thought they could not ſecure their own 
lives but by putting an end to his. There was not a 
* who was not daily in danger of being the object 
of his jealouſy. His guards themſelves were more ex- 
_ than others; for as his life was in their hands, he 
cared them more than all the reſt of men, and would 
on the leaft ſuſpicion ſacrifice them to his ſafety. Thus 
did his endeavours to render himſelf ſafe, undermine his 
fafety. Thoſe who had the care of his life were in con- 
tinual danger by his ſurmiſes, and could not extricate 
themſelves from ſo terrible a fituation, but by prevent- 
* tyrant's cruel ſuſpicions by his death. 

The impious Aftarbe, of whom you have ſo often 
heard, was the firſt who reſolved. on the king's deſtruc- 
tion. She was paſſionately in love with a rich Tyrian 
youth, whoſe name was Joazar, and * to place him 
on the throne. To ſucceed in this deſign ſhe perſuaded 
the king that Phadael, the elder of his two ſons, was 
_ impatient to ſucceed his father, and had conſpired againſt 
him: ſhe ſuborned falſe witneſſes to prove the conſp1 


racy, 
and the unhappy king put his innocent ſon _ | 
Les By, whoſe 72 was 3 ſent to 
amos, under a pretence of learning the manners, a 
ſciences of AB but in A . Aſtarba bad 
ſuggeſted to the king that it was — to ſend bim 
away, that he might not enter into a corte ſpondence with 
the male contents. He was hardly fajled, when thoſe 
who had the command of the ſhip, being corrupted by 
this cruel woman, took their meaſures to be wrecked in 
the night, and ſaved themſelves by ſwimming to ſome 
foreign barks that were waiting for them; having thrown 


the young 1 into the fea. _ 
Mean while Aſtarbe's amours were R 


kpown to every. 
body but Pygmalion, who fancied that ſhe would never 
| love any one but him. Such an entire confidence: did 
that miſtruſtful prince repoſe in that wicked woman, and 
ſo exceſſively was he blinded by his paſſion for her. His 
avarice at the ſame time prompted him rA 

to put Joazar to death, with whom Aſtarbe o paſ- 
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fionately in love; all his thoughts were bent on ſeizing 


the riches of that young man. 
But whilſt Pygmalion was a prey to ſuſpicion, love and 
avarice, Aſtarbe was haſtening to take away his life. 
She apprehended that he had perhaps diſcovered ſome- 
thing of her infamous intrigues with this youth, Beſides 
ſhe knew that avarice alone would be ſufficient to induce 
the king to commit an act of cruelty with regard to Jo- 
azar, and concluded that ſhe had not a moment to loſe 
to prevent him. She ſaw the chief officers of the court 
ready to dip their hands in the king's blood, and daily 
heard of ſome new conſpiracy ; but fhe was afraid to en- 
truſt her deſigns with any one who might betray her. At 
— ſhe concluded that it was ſafeſt to poiſon Pygma- 
Bon. 
He uſed moſt commonly to eat in private with her, 
and cooked himſelf all that he eat, not daring to truſt any 
hands but his own. He ſhut himſelf up in the moſt re- 
tired part of his palace, the better to conceal his ſuſpi- 
cions, and not to be obſerved when he was drefling his 
victuals. He apprehended all delicacies, nor could he pre- 
vail vpon himſelf to taſte any thing which he knew not how 
to dreſs himſelf. Not only all forts of ragouts therefore 
which are prepared by cooks, but even wine, bread, ſalt, 
oil, milk, and all the common aliments were not — his 
uſe. He eat only the fruits which he gathered in his 
— or the pulſe which he had ſowed and cooked 
imſelf. And laſtly, he never drank any water but what 
he drew himfelf out of a fountain, which was locked up 
in an apartment of his palace, and of which he always 
kept the key. Though he ſeemed to have ſo much con- 
fidence in Aſtarbe, yet he did not fail to take precautions 
againſt her; he always obliged her to eat and drink be- 
fore him of every thing of which his repaſt was to conſiſt, 
that he might not be ppiſoned without her, and that ſhe 
might have no hopes of ſurviving him. But ſhe took an 
antidote, with which an old woman, ftill more wicked 
than herſelf, and the confidant of her amours, had fur- 
niſhed her ; after which ſhe was no longer afraid to poi- 
fon the king, and ſhe did it in this manner, . 


Tha 
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'The moment they were about to begin their repaſt, the 
eld woman I have mentioned, made a noiſe all of a ſud- 
den at one of the doors. The king, who continually 
fancied that he was going to be murdered, is alarmed 
and runs to the door to 1 if it was well ſecured. The 
old woman retires ; the king is confounded, not know» 
ing what to think of the nuiſe he had heard, but afraid 
however to open the door to ſee what was the matter. 
Aſtarbe encourages him, careſſes him, and urges him to 
eat; ſhe had put. poiſon into his golden cup, whilſt he 
was gone to the door. Pygmalion, according to his cuſ- 
tom, made her drink firſt, which ſhe did without any 
apprehenſion, relying on her antidote. Pygmalion bk 
a; and ſoon after fell into a ſwoon. Aſtarbe, who 
knew that he was capable of killing her on the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion, began to rend her cloaths, to tear off her hair, 
and to make bitter lamentations; ſhe embraced the dy- 
ing king ; ſhe held him locked in her arms, and bedewed 
him with a flood of tears; for this artful woman always 
had tears at command. At laſt, ſeeing that the king's 
ſtrength was exhauſted, and that he was as it were in 
agonies of death, and being _— that he ſhould re- 


cover and cauſe her to die with him, ſhe paſſed from ca- 


reſſes and the tendereſt marks of friendſhip to the moſt 
horrible fury; ſhe ruſhed upon him and ſtifled him. She 
terwards tore the royal ſignet from his finger, took the 
diadem from his head, and called in Joazar to whom ſhe 
gave them both; that all thoſe who had been 
attached to her, would eſpouſe the intereſts of her paſ- 
ſion, and that her lover would be proclaimed king. | oi 
thoſe who had been moſt aſſiduous to pleaſe her, were 
grovelling mercenary ſouls, who were incapable of a ſin- 
.cere aftection. Beſides, they wanted courage, and were 
afraid of the enemies which Aſtarbe had drawn on her- 
ſelf ; they were ſtill more aſfaid of the haughtineſs, dif 
ſimulation and cruelty of this impious woman, and every 
one for his own ſecurity wiſhed for her deſtruction. - 
Mean while the whole palace is filled with a ſearfu 
tumult, and on all ſides are heard cries of, The king is 
dead. Some are terrified, others ran to arms, and all 
ſeem in pain for the conſequences, but overjoyed” at the 
news. Fame carries it from mouth to mouth 2 
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all the t city of Tyre, and there is not a fingle per- 
ſon al a the Kin ; his death is the 4 
and conſolation of all his ſubjects, 


Narbal, firuck with ſo horrid a, deed, bewailed like an 
honeſt man the wretched ſtate of Pygmalion, who had 


betrayed himſelf by his confidence in the impious Aftarbe, 


and had choſen rather to be a monſtrous tyrant, than to 
be, what a king ought to be, the father of his people. 
He applied his thoughts to the good of the ſtate, and 1m- 
mediately aſſembled all men of probity to oppoſe Aſ- 
tarbe, under whom they would have ſeen a yet more 
cruel reign: than that which they now ſaw at an end. 
Narbal knew that Baleazar was not drowned when he 
was thrown into the ſea, They who aſſured Aſtarbe that 


he was dead, ſpoke as they thought; but favoured by 


the night, he eſcaped by ſwimming, and certain mer- 
chants of Crete, moved with compaſſion, took him into 
their ſhip. He durſt not return to his father's kingdom, 
ſuſpecting that the wreck was a thing concerted for his 


deſtruction, and dreading 1 s cruel jealouſy as 


much as Aſtarbe's artiices. He remained a long while 
wandering up and down in _— on the ſea coaſt of 
Syria, where the Cretan merchants had left him, and 
was even obliged to tend a flock to get his bread. At 
laſt he found means to let Narbal know. the condition he 
was in, not doubting but that he might ſafely entruſt 
his ſecret and his life with one of ſo triel a virtue, Nar- 
bal, though he was ill-treated by the father, loved the 
fon, and was watchful of his intereſt ;_ but he took care 
of it only to hinder him from ever failing in his duty to 


his father, and he prevailed on him to bear his ill fortune 


J.... 7 _—_ | 
” 'Baſbazar had written thus to Narbal : If you think 1 
"may venture to, come to you, ſend me a gold ring, and 


1 ſhall by chat e conclude that it is time for 


me to ſet. out for Tyre. Narbal did not think proper to 
ſend for Baleazar while Pygmalion was alive; he would 
by that have hazarded the prince's life and his own, fo 
difficult was it to be ſecure againſt the rigorous inquiſi- 
tions of Pygmalion. But as ſoon as, that unhappy king 
had fuffered a fate ſuitable ro his crimes, Narbal 1mme- 
diately ſent the gold ring to Baleazar. Baleazar in- 
1 5 ſtantly 
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ſtantly ſet out, and arrived at the gates of Tyre, when 
the whole city was in confufion about Pygmalion's ſuc- 
ceſſor. He was readily acknowledged by the principal 
Tyrians and all the people; for they loved him, not out 
f any affeftion for the late king his father, who was 
univerſally hated, but on account of his own n ion 

and the ſweetneſs of his temper. And then his long ſuf- 
feriogs gave him a kind of luſtre which brighte ned all his 
good qualities, and moved all the Tyrians in his ſavour. 
Narbe convened the chief of the people, the old men 

who compoſe the council, and the prieſts of the great 
Goddeſs of Pho:nicia, who all ſaluted Baleazar as their 
king, and ordered him to be proclaimed by the heralds, 
The people anſwered by a thouſand ſhouts of acclaim, 
which Aſtarbe heard from the retired part of the palace, 
where ſhe was locked up with her baſe and infamous Jo- 
azar. All the profligate wretches ſhe. had employed dur- 
ing Pygmalion's life, had forſaken her; for the wicked 
miſtruſt and are afraid of the wicked, and do not deſire 
to ſee them in power, well knowing how perſons like 
themſelves will abuſe it, and how great their oppreſſion 
will be. But they are more eaſily reconciled to the good, 
becauſe they hope to find them at leaſt moderate and in- 
dulgent. Aftarbe had none left about her but ſuch as 


were acceſſary to her moſt atrocious crimes, and could 


expect nothing but puniſnment. „ 
The palace was forced open; thoſe wretches not 
daring to make a long reſiſtance, nor thinking of ought 
but flight. Aſtarbe, diſguiſed like a ſlave, endeavoured 
to make her eſcape; but a ſoldier knowing her, fhe was 
taken, and with great difficulty ſaved from being torun 
in pieces by. the enraged. populace, who were, — | 
her along in the dirt, when Narbal reſcued her but G 
their hands. Upon this fhe begged to ſpeak to Baleazar 
hoping. to dazzle him with her charms, and to make him 
believe: that the could let him into ſecrets of impòstance. 
Baleazar could not refuſe to hear her. At firft ſhe gif, 
covered befides her beauty ſuch ſweetneſs and modeſty 
as were capable of touching the moſt irritated heart. 
She flattered the prince by the moſt delicate and, inſi- 
vating Praiſes; ſhe repreſented to him , how preary 
h 


"had loved her; ſhe conjured him 
| father's 
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Ke fa ther's aſhes to pity her; ſhe invoked the Gods, -as if 


ſhe had ſincerely adored them; ſhe ſhed floods of tears, 
and threw herſelf at the new king's fleet. But ſhe after- 
wards uſed all her arts to render * beſt · affected ſervants 
ſuſpected and odious to him. She accuſed Narbal of 
having entered into a conſpiracy againſt Pygmalion, and 
of having tampered with the people to make himſelf 
king to Baleazar's prejudice; adding that he deſigned 
to poiſon this young prince. She invented the like ca- 
lumnies of all other Tyrians who were lovers of virtue, 
and hoped to find in Baleazar's heart the ſame diffi- 
dence and 1 which ſhe had ſeen in that of 
ather. But Baleazar, unable longer to 
endure her black malice, interrupted her, and called 
for a guard. She was conveyed to- priſon, and the 
wiſeſt old men were commiſſioned to enquire into all 
her ations. 
They diſcovered with horror that ſhe had poiſoned 
and ſtrangled Pygmalion; the whole courſe of her life 
ſeemed to be a chain of monſtrous crimes; and they 
were going to ſentence her to be burnt in a ſlow fire, 
a puniſhment which is appointed for the greateſt offences 


in Phœnicia. But when ſhe-perceived that ſhe had no 


hopes left, ſhe became like a fury come from hell, 
dou ſwallowed poiſon, which ſhe 1 carried about 
her to end her life, in caſe ſhe ſhould be doomed 
to ſuffer lingering torturess Her guards perceived 
that ſhe was in a violent agony, and endeavoured 
to comfort her; but ſhe anſwered them only by ſigns, 
that ſhe deſired none of their comfort. She was put in 
mind of the righteous Gods whom ſhe had. offended ; 
but inſtead of ſhewing the confufion and repentance 


due to her guilt, ſhe lifted up her eyes to heayen 
with | | 


h contempt and arrogance, as it were to inſult the 

a . e 
Rage and impiety were ſtamped on her dying vi- 

8 Bicep remains of — beauty which had 


been fatal to ſo many men; all her charms were faded; 
her deadened eyes rolled in her head, and caſt forth 
wild and ſavage glances ; convulſions ſhook her lips, 
and kept her ,mouth aping horridly wide; her ſhrunk 
and ſhgivelled face 2 id 


„ 


ous grimaces; a livid pale- 
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neſs and deadly cold had ſeized on all her limbs. Some- 
times ſhe ſeemed to recover her ftrength and fpirits, 
but it was only to ſpend them in howling. At laſt ſhe 
expired, leaving all who beheld her full of affright and 
horror. Her impious ſoul undoubtedly deſcended to 
thoſe regions of ſorrow, where the cruel Danaids are 
eternally drawing water in leaky veſſels; where Ixion 
for ever turns his wheel ; where Tantalus, burning with 
thirſt, cannot taſte the ſtream which flies from his lips; 
where Siſyphus in vain up- rolls an ever-falling ftone ; 
and where Tytius will eternally feel the gnawing vulture 
in his-ever-growing bowels. - 

Baleazar being rid of this monſter, returned the. Gods 
thanks by innumerable ſacrifices He has begun his 
reign by a conduct directly oppoſite to Pygmalion's ; 


he applies himſelf to the reviving of commerce, which 


daily languiſhed more and more; he follows Narbal's 
counſels in his moſt momentous affairs, and yet is not 
governed by him; for he inſiſts on 2 every thing 
with his own eyes. He hears all the different advices 
which are given him, and purſues that which ſeems to 
kim the beſt. He is beloved by the people, and in poſ- 
ſeſſing their hearts, he poſſeſſes greater treaſures than his 
father amaſſed by his cruel avarice; for there is no fa- 
mily which would * 2 him their all, were he in an 

preſſing neceſſity: at he leaves them therefore is 
more 3 own than if he took it from them. He has no 
need to take any precautions with regard to the ſecurity 
of his life ; for he 1s always „ by the ſureſt of 
guards, the love of his people. There is not one of 
them who does not fear to loſe him, and would not 
hazard his own life to preſerve that of ſo good a king. 
He is happy, and all his ſubjects are happy alſo; he is 
fearful of over-burthening them, and they of not offer- 
ing him a ſufficient portion of their ſubſtance. He ſuffers 
them to abound, and their abundance renders them nei- 
ther intractable nor infolent ; for oy are laborious, ad- 


dided to trade, and ſtedfaſt in preſerving the purity of 


their ancient laws. Phœnicia is riſen again to her high 
pitch of grandeur and glory, and it 1s to her you 
ſhe is indebted fer ſo much proſperity. Narba 


\ 
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governs under him. O Telemachus! were he to ſee 
you now, with what joy would he load you with pre- 
ſents! What a pleaſure would it be to him to ſend you 
back in a magnificent manner to your own country ! 
And how happy am I in doing what he would rejoice to 
do, in gcing to the Iſland of Ithaca to place the ſon of 
Ulyſſes on the throne, that he may reign there as wiſely 
as Baleazar reigns at Tyre! | 

When Adoam had ſpoken thus, Telemachus, charmed 
with the hiſtory which the Phoenician had recited, and 
fill more fo with the marks of friendſhip which he re- 
ceived from him in his diſtreſs, embraced him with great 
tenderneſs. Adoam then aſked him by what accident 
he had entered Calypſo's iſland, Telemachus in his turn 
related his departure from Tyre ; his paſſage to the iſle 
of Cyprus; the manner of his finding Mentor again; 
their voyage to Crete; the public games for the election 
of a king after Idomeneus's flight; the reſentment of 
Venus; their ſhipwreck; the pleaſure with which Ca- 
lypſo received them; this Goddeſs's jealouſy of one of 
her nymphs, and how Mentor threw him into the ſea, 
as ſoon as he deſcried the Phoenician ſhip. 

After theſe relations, Adoam ordered a magnificent 
repaſt, and to expreſs the greater joy, united all the 
pleaſures which were to be had. During the 2 
which was brought in by young Phcenicians, clad in 
white, with garlands of flowers on their heads, the moſt 
- Exquiſite perſumes of the eaſt were burnt ; and all the 
rowers benches: were crowded with players on flutes, 
whom Achitoas interrupted from time to time by the 
ſweet harmony of his voice and lyre, which were worthy 
of being heard at the table of the Gods, and of raviſh- 
ing the ears of Apollo himſelf. The Tritons, the Ne- 
reids, all the Deities which are ſubject to Neptune, and 
the ſea-monſters themſelves, allured by this melody, 
inlued from their deep and humid grottoes and ſwam in 
ſhoals' around the ſhip, A company of young Pheœnicians 
of an uncommon beauty, clad in fine linen whiter than 
" mow, danced a long while the dances of their own coun- 
try, then thoſe of Egypt, and laſtly thoſe of Greece. 
Tram ts from time to time made the waves 'Y 

to diſtant ſhores.. The filence of the night, the _ 
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neſs of the ſea, the trembling light of the moon ſhed 
on the ſurface of the waters, and the duſky azure of the 
ky beſprinkled with glittering ſtars, ſerved to heighten 
the beauty of the ſcene. 
Telemachus being of a lively temper, and eaſily af- 
feed, reliſhed all theſe pleaſures ; but he was afraid to 
ive a looſe to his inclinations. Since he had ſo ſhame- 
| Fully experienced in the iſle of Calypſo how apt youth is 
to be inflamed, he was apprehenſive even of the moſt 
innocent pleaſures, and ſuſpeRed every thing. He looked 
on Mentor, to learn from his face and eyes what he 
ought to think of all theſe diverſions, | 
' Mentor was very glad to ſee him in this perplexity, 
and ſeemed to take no notice of it. At laſt being moved 
with Telemachus's moderation, he ſaid to him with a 
ſmile, I know what you are afraid of, and I commend 
ou for your fear; but; you ſhould not carry it too far. 
No body is more willing than I that you ſhould taſte of 
pleaſures, provided they, are pleaſures that do not take 
too firm a hold of you, nor enervate you. Pleaſures 
which refreſh, you, and which you may. enjoy and yer 
continue to be maſter of your ſelf, are neceſſary ; bur 
not pleaſurgs. which run away with you. I would re- 
commend cn and — | 2 which do not 
deprive yon of your reaſon, nor ever degrade you into 
A ons franm, It is now ſeaſonable to —— after all 
your tolls... Be complaiſant- to Adoam, and taſte the 
pleaſures which be, offers you., |, Be merry, Telemachus, 
merry. Wiſdoin has, nothing of auſterity. or affecta- 
tion: it is ſhe that beſtows real pleaſures; ſhe alone 
knows to ſeaſon and to make them pure and laſting; ſhe 
kngws to mix paſtime and mirth with grave and. ſerious 
affairs z Prepares leaſupce by ffatigue, and unbends 
fa 


- ſrom, fatigue, by  pleature. Wiſdam is not aſhamed of 
eee , | 
| es + aid, Mentor took a hy re, and played on it with 


: 9 much zart, that. Achitoas let hi fal tl rou envy 
and; vi viſage 
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209 TELE MAC HUS. Book VIII. 


ſomething of the heavenly ſong; they were all the while 
afraid that it would end too ſoon. Mentor's voice had 
no effeminate ſoftneſs ; but it was various, ſtrong, and 
hu moured even the minuteſt things. | 

He ſung firſt the praiſes of Jupiter, the father and 
king of Gods and men, who ſhakes the univerſe with 
his nod. "Then he repreſented Minerva iſſuing out of 
his head, that is, wiſdom, of which this God is the 


ſource, and which flows from him for the inſtruction of 


thoſe who are willing to learn. Mentor ſung theſe truths 
with ſo affecting a voice, and with ſuch devotion, that 
the whole afſembly thought themſelves tranſported to 
the higheſt Olympus and the preſence of Jupiter, whoſe 
looks are more piercing than his thunder. Afterwards 
he ſung the unhappy fate of the youth Narciſſus, who 
falling deſperately in love with his own beauty, which 
he was continually viewing on the margin of a fountain, 
pined away with grief, and was changed into a flower 
which bears his name. And laſtly he ſung the tragical 
death of the lovely Adonis, whom a wild boar tore in 
ieces, and the enamoured Venus could not revive by alt 
ag bitter complaints to heaven, 5 | 
None who heard him could retain their 'tears, and 
every one felt I know not'what of pleaſure in weeping. 
When he had done ſinging, the Pheœnicians looked on 
each other with ' aſtoniſhment. One ſaid, This is Or- 
mag it was thus that he'tamed the ſavage beafts with 


his lyre, and removed the woods and the rocks; it was 
thus that he enchanted Cerberus, that he ſuſpended the 


torments of Ixion and the Danaids, and moved the in- 
exorable Pluto, to permit him to bring the fair Eurydice 
from hell. Another cried, No, it is Linus the ſon of 


Apollo. You are miſtaken, replied a third, it is Apollo 
himſelf. Telemachus was little leſs ſurpriſed than the 


reſt; for he did not know that Mentor chuld fing and 


toas 
ing had leiſure to hide his jealouſy, began to praife 
Mentte: but he bluſhed as Ln — could 
not go through with his ſpeech, Mentor obſerving his 
confuſion, took the word as it were with a deſign to put 


- » flop to his encomiums, and endeavoured to make him 
eaſy by giving him all the commendations he deferved, 


Achitoas 


Book VIII. TELE MACHUS. 127 


Achitoas however was diſconſolate; for he perceived 
that Mentor excelled him ftill more by his modeſty, 
than by the charms of his voice, 5 

Mean- time Telemachus ſaid to Adoam, I remember 
that you mentioned a voyage you made to Betica, after 
we left Egypt. Now Betica is a country of which ſo many 
wonders are told, that one can hardly believe t hem. 


Pleaſe to tell me if all that is reported of it be true. I 


ſhall with pleaſure, ſaid Adoam, give you a deſcription 
of this famous country, which is worthy of your curioſity, 
aud ſurpaſſes all that fame relates of it. hereupon he 
began thus, 

1e river Betis glides through a fertile country, and 
under a temperate and ever-ſerene ſky. The country 
took its name from this river. which falls into the grand 
ocean near the pillars of Hercules, and the place where 
the raging ſea, breaking down its mounds, formerly 


ſeparated the territories of Tarſis from thoſe of Great 


Africa. This country ſtems to have preſerved the plea- 
ſures of the golden age. The winters are mild, the bleak 


north-winds never blow there, and the heat of the ſum- 


mer is always — by refreſhing hirs, which 
cool the air towards the middle of the Fg Thus the 
whole year is an happy union of the ſpring and the au- 
tumn, which ſeem to ſhake hands together. The ſoil in 


the vallies and the plains yields two harveſts in a year. 


The highways are bordered with laurels, pomgranates, 


jeſſamins and other trees which are always green and 


always in bloom. The mountains are covered with ſtocks 


which yield a fine wool that is ſought after by all the 


known nations of the world. There are ſeveral gold 
and ſilver mines in this beautiful country; but the in- 
habitants, plain, and happy in their plainneſs, do not 
even deign to reckon gold and ſilver among their riches ; 
they eſteem nothing but what really ſubſerves the wants 


of man. 
When we firſt began to trade with theſe „ we 
found gold and filver applied amongſt them in the ſame 


are in this country but few artificers, for they tolerate 
| G 3 . no 
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no arts but thoſe which ſubſerve the real neceſſities of 
man; beſides, moſt of the men in this country, though 
addicted to agriculture and the tendance of their flocks, 
neglect not the exerciſe of ſuch arts as are neceſſary to 
their plain and frugal way of life, © 

The women ſpin this wool, and make it into a fine 
and wonderſul white cloth; they make the bread, and 
dreſs the victuals, which is but little trouble; for they 
eat only fruits, or milk, and now and then a little fleſh. 
The ſkins of their ſheep they uſe in making a thin ſort 
of covering for their legs and feet, and for thoſe of 
their huſbands and children. They make tents, of 
which ſome are of waxed hides and others of the bark of 
trees; they make and waſh all the cloaths of the fa- 
mily, and keep their houſes in, order and wonderfully 
mat. Their cloaths are eaſily made; for in this mild 
climate they wear only a ſingle piece of fine light cloth, 
u hich is not cut at all, and which every one, for the 
fake of decency, wraps in large folds about his body, 
giving it what form he pleaſes, 3 WE: 

The men exerciſe no arts, beſides the culture of ther 
lands and the tendance of their flocks, but that of work- 
ing in wood and in iron: And indeed they ſeldom ute 
iron, except for the tools which are neceſſary to tillage. 
All the arts which relate to architecture ace uſeleſs to 
them, for they never baild houſes. It is, ſay they, 
being too much attached to this world, to ereft a man- 
ſion in it, which is much more laſting than we; a ſhelter 
from the injuries of the weather is ſufficient. As for 
all the other arts which are eſteemed among the 
Greeks, Egyptians, and all other civilized nations 
they deteſt them as the inventions of vanity and | 
luxury. Ni 5 

When they are told of nations that have the art of 
erecting ſtately edifices, and of making gold and ſilver 
furniture, ſtuffs adorned with embroidery and precious 
ſtones, exquiſite perfumes, delicate diſhes, and inftry - 
ments whoſe harmony is tranſporting ; they anſwer in 
theſe words, Thoſe nations are very unbappy in baving 
employed ſo much pains. and induſtry to corrupt them- 
ſelves. Thoſe unneceſſary things enervate, intoxicate, 
aud plague thoſe who poſſeſs them, aud tempt thoſe who 
8 - are 
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are deſtitute of them, to endeavour to acquire them by 
injuſtice and violence. And can one call a good, a ſu- 
perfluity which ſerves only to make men evil? Are the. 
inhabitants of thoſe countries more heklthful and more 
robuſt than we? Do they live longer? Do they agree bet- 
ter among themſelves ? Do they live a more free, a more 
quiet, a-more chearful life? On the contrary, they muit 
needs be jealous of each other, they muſt feel the gnaw- 
ings of black and ſhameful envy, they muſt be always tor- 
tured by ambition, by fear, by avarice, and be incapable 
of pure and ſimple pleaſure, ſince they are the ſlaves of ſo 
many imaginary wants, on which they make all their 
hap ineſs depend. 

Tris thus, continued Adoam, that theſe wiſe people rea- 
ſon, who have learnt wiſdom only by the ſludy of ſimple 
nature. They abhor our politeneſs, and it muſt be owned 
that theirs is great in their amiable ſimplicity, They live 
all together without dividing their lands ; every family is 

verned by its head, who is indeed its king. e father 

a right to puniſh his children or grand-children, who 
commit any evil action; but before he puniſhes them, he 
conſults the reſt of the family. Theſe puniſhments hardly 
ever happen; for innocence of manners, ſincerity, obe- 
dience and an horror of vice inhabit this happy region. 
It ſeems as if Aſtrea, who is ſaid to have retired to hea- 
ven, were ſtill concealed among theſe people here be- 
low. There 1s no need of judges among them ; for their 
own conſcience is their judge. All their goods are in 
common; the fruits of the trees, the product of the earth, 
and the milk of their flocks and herds are ſuch abundant 
riches, that ſo ſober and abſtemious a people have no oc- 
caſion to divide them. Each family, wandering up and 
down in this beautiful country, removes its tents from 
one place to another, when it has conſumed the fruits 
and eat up the paſtures of that where it was ſettled. They 
have therefore no private interefls to maintain among 
themſelves, and they love each other with a brotherly 
love which nothing interrupts. It is their abridgin 
themſelves of vain riches and deceitful pleaſures, hi 
preſerves this peace, union and liberty. They are all 
E are all equal. There is no diſtinction among 
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them, but what is derived from the experience of the 
wife old men, or the extrordinary wiſdom of ſome young 
men, who equal the conſummate virtue of the ſeniors. 
Ide cruel and peſtilent voice of fraud, violence, perjury, 
law and war, is never heard in a country ſo dear to the 
Crus. Never did this climate bluſh with human blood; 
nav. that ef lambs is hardly ever ſhed there, When they 
are told of the bloody battles, the rapid conqueſts, and 
revolutions which happen in other nations, they are at a 
loſs to expreſs their aſtoniſhment. What! ſay they, do 
not men die faſt enough, without deſtroying each other ? 
How ſhort their ſpan of life! and yet one would think 
that it ſeems ioo long to them. Are they fent into the 
world to tear each other in pieces, and to make them 
{ces mutually wretched ? 

Jo conclude, the Beticans cannot conceive why con- 
querors who ſubdue vaſt empires, are ſo much adnured, 
What madneſs is it, ſay they, to place ones happineſs in 
governin other men, ſince it is 65 painful an office, if 
it be diſcharged with wiſdom and juſtice! But why ſhould 
one take a pleaſure in governing them whether they will 
or no? All a wiſe man can do, is to ſubmit to govern a 
willing people whom the Gods have committed to his 
care, or a people who entreat him to be as it were their 
father and their ſhepherd, But to govern a people 
againſt their will, is to make oneſelf very miſerable for 
the ſake of the falſe honour of making them ſlaves. - A 
conqueror is one whom the Gods, incenſed againſt man- 
kind, have ſent into the world in their wrath, to ravage 
kingdoms, to ſpread every where terror, mifery and 
deſpair, and to make as many ſlaves as there are free 
men. Does not a wan who ſeeks for glory, abundantly 
find it, in wiſely governing thoſe whom the Gods have 
ſubjected to his power? Does he think that he cannot 
merit praiſe but by being violent, unjuſt, haughty, an 
uſurper and tyrannical to all his _—_— ? He ſhould 
never think of war, but to defend his liberty, Happy 
he, who not being the ſlave of another, has not the mad 
ambition of making another his ſlave! The mighty con- 
querors, who are repreſented to us in ſuch glorious co- 


Jours, reſemble overflowing rivers, which though — 
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ſeem majeſtick, ravage all the fruitful fields which they 
ought only to water. | 

After Adoam had drawn this picture of Betica, Tele- 
machus, who was charmed with it, aſked him ſeveral cu- 
rious queſtions. Pray do theſe people drink wine, ſaid 
he? They are ſo far from drinking it, replied Adoam, 
that they never make any. Not that they want grapes: 
no country yields more delicious: but they content them- 
ſelves with cating them like other fruits, and dread wine 
as the corrupter of mankind. _ It is a kind of poiſon, ſay 
they, which inſpires madneſs; it does not indeed kill a 
man, but it degrades him into a brute. Men may pre- 
ſerve their health and ftrength without wine, and with 
it they run the riſk of ruining both their health and their 
morals. | 

Telemachus then ſaid, I ſhould be glad to know their 
laws relating to marriage. A man, replied Adoam, can 
have but one wite, and he 1s obliged to keep her as long 
as ſhe lives. The honour of the men in this country de- 
pends as much on their fidelity to their wives, as the ho- 
nour of women in others on their fidelity to their huſ- 
bands: Never were people ſo virtuous, nor ſo jealous of 
their chaſtity. The women are beautiful and engaging ; 
but plain, modeſt, and labcrious. Their marriages are 
peaceſul, fertile and unſpotted. The huſband and the 
wife ſeem to have but one ſoul in two different bodies, 
and they divide all their domeſtick cares between them. 
The huſband manages all affairs abroad, and the wife 
confines herſelf to thoſe of the touſe. She comforts her 
huſband ; ſhe ſeems born only'to pleaſe him; ſhe wins his 
confidence; ſhe charms him leſs by her beauty than her 
virtue, and the pleaſure they take in each other's com- 
pany laſts as long as they live. The ſobriety of this 
people, their temperance and purity df manners pro- 
cure them a long life, and exempt them from Gifeaſes. 
Ibere are amongſt them men of an hundred and of an 
hundred and twenty years old, who are {till ſprightly and 
vigorous. = | 

I fill want to know, added Telemachus, what they 
do to avoid wars with their neighbours. Nature, ſaid 
| Adoam, has ſeparated them from other nations, on one 
. hand by the ſea, and on the other, towards the north, by 
| G5 high 
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high mountains. Beſides, their neighbours reſpect them 
for their virtue. Other nations not being able to agree 
together, have often made them the umpires of their dif- 
ferences, and pledged in their hands the lands and cities 
which were in diſpute between them. As this wiſe peo- 
ple never committed any violence, no body is miſtruſtful 
of them. They ſmile, when they hear of kings who can- 
not ſettle the limits of their dominions among themſelves. 
Are they afraid, ſay they, that the earth will not ſuffice 
mankind? There will always be more lands than they 
can cultivate, Whilſt there are any free and untilled 
tracts, we would not defend even our own againft neigh- 
bours who would ſeize upon them. Tbere is no ſuch 
thing in any of the inhabitants of Betica as pride, haugh- 
tineſs, treachery, or a deſire of extending their domi- 
nion. As their neighbours therefore have nothing to fear 
from ſuch a people, nor any hopes of making themſelves 
feared by them, they ſuffer them to be quiet. The Be- 
ticans would ſorſake their country, or chuſe to die, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to ſervitude. It is therefore as difficult 
to ſubdue them, as they are incapable of deſiring to ſub- 
due others. This is the cauſe of the profound peace be- 
tween them and their neighbours. | 
Adoam concluded his account by relating in what 
manner the Phenicians carried on their trade in Betioa. 
Theſe people, ſaid he, were ſurpriſed when they faw that 

| ftrangers came ſo far through the waves of the ſea ; they 
| ſuffered us to build a city in the ifle of Gades ; they re- 
ceived us kindly among themſelves, and gave us a part 

of all that they had, without pernitting us to pay for it. 

They offt red likewiſe freely to give us all that remained 

| of their woo), after they had made a proviſion for their 
| own uſe : And indeed they ſent us a rich preſent of it; 
it is a pleaſure to them to beftow their ſuperfluity on 

ſtrangers. 5 | 

As for their mines, they abandoned them to us with- 

oat any difficulty : they were uſeleſs to them. Men they 
thought were not over- wiſe in ſeeking with ſo much la- 
bour in the bowels of the earth, for what cannot make 
them happy, nor ſatisfy any real want. Dig not, ſaid 
they to us, ſo deep into the earth ; be contented with 


plongh- 
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ploughing it, and it will yield you the ſubſtantial bleſ- 
ſings of food ; you will reap fruits from it which are of 
greater worth than ſilver and gold, ſince men deſire ſil - 
ver and gold only to purchaſe aliments which are the ſup- 
port of life. | 
We frequently offered to teach them navigation, and 

to carry their young men into Pheœnicia; but they would 
never conſent that their children ſhould be taught to hve 
like us. They would learn, ſaid they, to want all the 
things which are become neceſſary to you; nay, they 
would have them, for they would relinquiſh virtue in or- 
der to obtain them by fraud, 'They would become like 
a man that has good legs, who by a diſuſe of walking, 
brings himſelf at laſt to the neceſlity of being always car- 
ried like a perſon that is fick. As for navigation, they ad- 
mite the induſtry of that art; but they think that it is a 
pernicious art. If theſe men, ſay they, have a ſufficiency 
of the neceſſaries of life in their own country, what do 
they go in queſt of to another? Is not what ſuffices tte 
calls of nature, ſufficient for them? They deſerve to be 
wrecked, fince they ſeek for death in the midſt of tem- 
peſts, to glut the avarice of merchants, and to honour 
the paſſions of others. 

 Telemachus was charmed at hearing Adoam's relation, 
and rejoiced that thert was ſtill in the world a people, 
who following uncorrupted nature, were at once ſo wiſe 
and happy. Gh! how different, ſaid be, are theſe man- 
ners from the vain and ambitious manners of the nations 
who are eſteemed the wiſeſt! We are ſo depraved that we 
can hardly believe that ſo natural a fimplicity can be 
real, We look on the manners of theſe people as a beau- 
tiſul fable, and they muſt needs look upon ours as a 

monitrous dieam. © ny 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Fenus, fill incenſed againſt Telemachus, begs his deſtruction 
e Jupiter; but Deſtmy not permitting him 


to periſh, the 
Goddeſs goes to concert with Neptune the means to drive 
him from Ithaca, whither Adoam was carrying him. 


| They empley a Deceitful Deity to impoſe upon the pilot 


Athamas, who thinking that he was arrived at Ithaca, 

_ fail imo the port 4 the Salentines. Idomeneus 

ing, receives Telemachus into his new city, where 

he was then preparing a ſacrifice to Jupiter for the ſuc- 

cſs of a war again the Mandurians. T he prieſt con- 

7, of the wiftims, promifes Idomenens all 

he could hype for, and gives him to underftand that he 
*rould owe his good fortune to his twa new gueſts. 


| H ILE Telemackus and Adoam were thus diſ- 


courſing together, forgetful of ſleep, and not 


2 that the night was already in the middle of 


r courſe, an unfriendly and deceitful Deity drove them 


trom Ithaca, which their pilot Athamas ſought for in 
vain. Neptune, though propitious to the Phœnicians, 
could no longer brook 'Telemachus's eſcape from the 
temfeſt, which had thrown him on the rocks of Ca- 


lypſo's 
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lypſo's ifland. Venus was ſtill more provoked to ſee 
the youth triumphing after his victory over Love and all 
his charms. In a tranſport of grief ſhe quitted Cy- 
thera, Paphos, Idalia, and all the honours which are 
paid her in the iſle of IP She could no longer 
ſtay where Telemachus had deſpiſed her power. She 
aſcends to bright Olympus, where the Gods were aſ- 
ſembled around the throne of Jupiter. From hence 
they behold the ſtars rolling beneath their feet, and 
view the ball of earth like a little Jump of dirt. 
The immenſe ſeas ſeem to them but as drops of 
water, with which this clod is a little diluted. The 
greateſt kingdoms are in their eyes but a few grains 
of ſand on the ſurface of this clod. Innumerable 
nations, and the mightieſt hoſts, are but like ants, 
quarrelling with each other ſor a blade of graſs on 
this mole-hill. The Immortals laugh at the moſt 
ſerxous affairs which diſquiet feeble mortals, and look 
upon them only as the ſports of children. What men 
ſtyle greatneſs, glory, power, deep policy, ſeems to 
theſe Th Deities but miſery and weakneſs. 

It is in this abode, ſo high above the earth, that 
Jupiter has fixed his immoveable throne. His eyes 
pierce the Jeepeſt abyſs, and enlighten all the ſecret 
receſſes of the heart. His mild and ſerene looks dif- 
fuſe tranquillity and joy throughout the univerſe. On 
the contrary, when he moves his locks, he ſhakes the 
heavens and the earth. The Gods themſelves, dazzled 
with the rays of glory which ſurround him, tremble 
as they approach him. a 
All the celeſtial Deities were at this inſtant around 
him. Venus preſented herſelf in all her native charms. 
Her flowing robe was brighter than all the colours 
wherewith Iris decks herſeit amidſt the duſky clouds, 
when ſhe promiſes affrighted mortals an end of ſtorms, 
and proclaims the retura of fair weather. It was 
bound with the famous girdle on which the Graces are 
repreſented, The Goddeſs's treſſes were tied negli- 
gently behind with a ribbon of gold. All the 
Gods were ſurprized at her beauty, as if they had 
never ſeen her before, and their .eyes were dazzled 


with 


130 TELEMACHUS. Book IX. 


with it, as thoſe of mortals are, when Phœbus, after 
Aa long night, enlightens them with his rays. They 
looked on each other with amazement, and their eyes 
continually returned to Venus, But they perceived that 
thoſe of the Goddeſs were bathed in tears, and that 
grief was painted on her face. ; 
Mean while ſhe moves towards the throne of Jupiter 
with a ſwift eaſy pace, like the rapid flight of a bird 
cleaving the immenſe ſpaces of air. He beheld her with 
complacency, gave her a gracious ſmile, and roſe and 
embraced her. My dear daughter, ſaid he, what grieves 
you? I cannot ſee your tears without 8 not 
afraid to diſcloſe your heart to me; you know my fond- 
neſs and indulgence. : 

Venus rephed with a ſweet voice, interrupted by 
deep ſighs, O father of Gods and men! can you who 
ſee all things, be ignorant of the cauſe of my grief! 
Minerva is not ſatisfied with eraſing even the very foun- 
dations of the flately city of Troy which I protected, 
and with being revenged on Paris, who Eh mane” my 
beauty to hers ; ſhe conducts through every land and ſea 
the ſon of Ulyſſes, that cruel ſubverter of Troy. Te- 
lemachus is accompanied by Minerva, which is the cauſe 
of her not anpearing here in her place with the other 
Deities. She hath led this raſh boy to the iſland of Cy- 
prus to, affront me; he has deſpiſed iny power; he has 
not ſo much as drigned to bura incenſe on my altars ; 
he has expreſſed an abhorrence of the feſtivals which are 
ae in my honour; he has ſhut bis heart againſt 
all my pleaſures. In vain has Neptune, to puniſh him 
at my requeſt, irritated the winds and the waves againſt 
him. Telemachus, thrown by a dreadful ſhipwreck on 
the iſland of Calypſo, bas triumphed over Love himſelf, 
whom 1 ſent into that iſland, to ſoften the heart of this 
young Greek, Neither the youth, nor the charms of 
Calypſo and her nymphs, nor Cupid's burning ſhafts 
have been able to — the arts of Minerra. She has 
ſnatched him from that iſland; I am confounced ; a boy 
is triumphant over me. 

Jupiter, to comfort Venus, ſaid, It is true, my daugh- 
ter, that Minerva protects the heart of this _— 


re 
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Greek againſt all the arrows of your ſon, and that ſhe 
is preparing him a glory which no youth ever deſerved. 
] am ſorry that he has deſpiſed your altars, but I can- 
not ſubjet him to your power. I conſent, through my 
love of you, that he ſhall till wander by land and ſea, 
and that he ſhall live far from his native country, ex- 
: poſed to all ſorts of evils and dangers; but deſtiny does 
not permit him to periſh, nor his virtue to yield to the 
pleaſures with which you ſooth mankind. Be comforted 
therefore, my daughter, ard content yourſelf with your 
dominion over ſo many other heroes and Immortals. 
As he ſpoke theſe words, he ſmiled on Venus with the 
utmoſt grace and majeſty, Rays, as bright as the moſt 
iercing lightning, ſhot from his eyes. As he fondly 
Lide the Goddeſs, he ſhed ambrofial odours which per- 
fumed Olympus. Venus could not but he ſenſible to 
this ſalute of the greateſt of the Gods. Notwithſtand- 
ing her tears and her grief, joy diffuſed itſelf over her 
face, and ſhe let down her veil to hide the bluſh on her 
cheeks, and her confufion, All the afſembly of the 
Gods applauded the words of Jupiter; and Venus, with- 
out loſing a moment, went to find Neptune, to con- 
cert with him the means of revenging herſelf on Te- 
lemachus. | | | 
She related to Neptune, what Jupiter had ſaid to her. 
J knew before, anſwered Neptune, the unalterable de- 
cree of deſtiny ; but if we cannot deſtroy Telemachus 
in the billows, let us at leaft try all methods to make 
him miſerable, and to retard his return to Ithaca. 'I 
cannot conſent to wreck rhe Phœnician ſhip wherein he 
is embarked ; I love the Phaenicians ; they are my peo- 
ple; no country cultivates my empire like them; to 
them it is owing that the ſea is become the hond-of the 
union of all the nations of the earth; they honour nie 
by continual ſacrifices on my altars ; they are juſt, wiſe 
and induftrious in trade, and every where diffuſe riches 
and plenty, No, Goddeſs, 1 cannot ſuffer one of their 
ſhips to be wrecked ; bũt I will cauſe the pilot to loſe 
his way, and to fteer far from Ithaca, whither he de- 
ſigns to go. Venus, ſatisfied with this promiſe, ſmiled 
maliciouſly, and returned in her flying car to the bloom- 
ing meadows of Idaha, where the Graces, the Sports 


and 
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and the Smiles expreſs their joy to ſee her again, danc- 
ing around her on the flowers which perfume this en- 

chanting abode. | 
Neptune immediately diſpatched a deceitful Deity 
of the ſame nature as dreams, ſave only that dreams 
do not deceive but during the time of fleep, whereas this 
Deity inchants the ſenſes of thoſe who are awake. This 
evil God, ſurroufided by an innumerable crowd of wing- 
ed illufrons that hovered around him, came and ſhed a 
ſubtle and inchanted liquor on the eyes ot the pilot 
Athamas, as he was attentively viewing the brightneſs 
of the moon, the courſe of the ſtars, and the coaſt of 
Ithaca, whoſe ſteep rocks he already diſcovered near him. 
The ſame inſtant the pilot's eyes no longer ſaw any thing 
that was real. A falſe heaven and a falſe earth were 
preſented to him. The ftars ſeemed as if they had 
changed their courſe, and were rolled back again. All 
Olympus appeared to move by new laws, and the earth 
itſelf was changed. A falſe Ithaca perpetually preſented 
itſelf to the pilot to amuſe bim, whilſt he was ſteering 
from the true. The nearer he approached to this illu- 
ſive image of the coaſt of the IHand, the farther this 
image retired; it perpetually fled before him, and he 
knew not what to think oi its flight. Sometimes he 
tancied that he already heard the noiſe uſual in ports, 
and prepared, according to the orders he had received, 
to land privately in a little iſland which is near the 
great one, to conceal Telemachus's return from Pe- 
nelope's ſuitors, who had formed a conſpiracy againſt 
him. Sometimes he was afraid of the rocks, with which 
this coaſt of the ſea is bordered, and fancied that he 
heard the terrible roaring of the billows breaking againſt 
them. Then all of a ſudden he obſerved that the land 
_ ſeemed ſtill a great way off. The mountains appeared 
to his eyes at this diſtance but like little clouds, which 
ſometimes darken the horizon at the ſetting of the ſun. 
Thus was Athamas aftoniſhed, and the impreſſion of the 
deluſive Deity which bewitched his eyes, funk his ſpirus 
to a degree which he' had never experienced before. 
He was even tempted to believe that he was not awake, 
but under the deluſion of a dream, Mean while Nep- 
; | dane 
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tune commanded the eaſt-wind to blow, to drive the 
ſhip on the coaſt of Heſperia, "The wind obeyed with 
ſo much violence, that the bark quickly reached the 
- ſhore which Neptune had appointed. | 
Already was Aurora ufhering in the day, and the ſtars 
which dread and are jealous of the rays of the ſun, were 
going to hide their glimmering fires in the ocean, when 
the pilot cried out, J can at length no longer doubt it, 
we almoſt touch the iſland of Ithaca; rejoice, Telema- 
chus; you in an hour will ſee Penelope again, and per- 
haps find Ulyſſes re-ſeated on his throne. 

At theſe words, Telemachus, who was motionleſs in 
the arms of ſleep, awakes, ſtarts up, goes to the helm, 
embraces the pilot, and with eyes yet hardly open ſur- 
veys attentively the neighbouring coaft, and fighs when 
he finds not the ſhores of his native country, Alas! 
where are we, ſaid he? This is not my dear Ithaca; 
you are miſtaken, Athamas, and not well acquainted 
with a coaſt ſo remote from your own. No] no, replied 
Athamas, I cannot be miſtaken when I view the ſaores 
of this iſland, How many times haye T entered your 
rt? I know even its ſmalleſt rocks; the coaſt of Tyre 
is hardly deeper imprinted on my memory. Obſerve 
yon jutting mountain; ſee that rock which riſes like a 
tower; do you not hear the billows breaking againſt 
thoſe other rozks, which ſeem to menace the ſea with 
their fall ? But do you not take notice of that temple of 
Minerva which cleaves the clouds? Lo! there 1s the 
caſtle and houſe of your father Ulyſſes. O Athamas! 
you are miſtaken, anſwered Telemachus; I ſee on the 
contrary an high but level coaſt; I perceive a city which 
is not Ithaca. Is it thus, ye Gods! that you ſport with 
mankind! TS 

Whilſt he was ſpeaking theſe words, the eyes of Atha- 
mas were all of a ſudden reftored ; the charm was 
broken ; he ſaw the coaft ſuch as it really was, and ac- 
knowledged his error. I own, Telemachus, cried he, 
that ſome malicious Deiry has inchanted my eyes; 1 
thought that I beheld Ithaca, and a perfect image of 
it was preſented to me; but now it vaniſhes like a dream. 
I fee another city, which is 11doubtediy Salentum, that 
Idomeneus, a fugitive from Crete, has lately founded in, 


Heſperia. 
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Heſperia. I perceive its riſing and as yet unfiniſhed walls; 
J ſee a port that is not entirely fortified, | 
Whilt Athamas was obſerving the various buildings 
lately erected in this riſing city, and Telemachus was 
deploring his fate; the wind which Neptune cauſed to 
blow, drove them fulf'ſail into a road, where they were 
under ſhelter, and very near the port. | 
Mentor, who was neither ignorant of Neptune's re- 
venge, nor of the cruel artifice of Venus, only ſmiled ar 
the miſtake of Athamas. When they were in this road, 
he ſaid to Telemachus, Jupiter tries you, but does not 
will your deſtruction: On the contrary, he only tries you 
to open the path of glory to you. Remember the labours 
of Hercules, and let thoſe of your father be continually 
before your eyes. Who knows not to ſuffer, has not a 
noble foul, You muſt by your patience and fortitude 
out the cruel fortune, that delights to perſecute 
you. I am leſs apprehenſive for you of the moſt dread- - 
ful frowns of Neptune, than I was of the flattering ca- 
reſſes of the Goddeſs who detained you in her iſland, 
What do we wait for? Let us enter the port; theſe 
people are friends; we arrive among Greeks : Idome- 
neus, who has been ill uſe} by fortune, will pity the 
unfortunate. Upon this they entered the port of Salen- 
tum, where the Phœnician ſhip was admitted without 
any difficulty, becauſe the Phenicians are at peace, and 
trade with, all nations of the world. | : 
Telemachus beheld this rifing city with - admiration. 
As a tender plant, which has been nouriſhed by the ſweet 
dews of the night, and feels in the morning the embel- 
liſhing rays of the ſun, thrives and opens its tender buds, 
and expands its verdaut foliage, and diſcloſes its odorous 
bloſſoms with a thouſand new colours, and diſplays every 
moment one views it a {reſh luſtre; ſo flouriſhed Idome- 
neus's new city on the ſea-ſhore: Each day, cach hour, 
it roſe with magnificence, and preſented ſtrangers, who 
were afar off on the ſea, with new ornaments of archi- 
tecture which reached even to the heavens. The whole 
coaſt rung with the clamours of the workmen, and the 
ſtrokes of the hammers. Stones. were ſuſpended in the 


air by corded crancs; all the chiefs animated the people 
x to 
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to labour, as ſoon as Aurora dawned ; and king Idome- 
neus, giving orders every where himſelf, cauſed the 
works to advance with incredible ſpeed. | 
The Pheenician ſhip was hardly arrived, but the Cre- 
tans gave Telemachus and Mentor all the marks of a ſin- 
cere friendſhip, and made haſte to inform Idomeneus of 
the arrival of the ſon of Ulyſſes. The ſon of Ulyſſes, cried 
he! of Ulyſſes that dear friend, that wife hero, by whom 
we at laſt ſubverted the city of Troy | Conduct him hi- 
ther, and let me convince him how much I loved his fa- 
ther. Telemachus was immediately preſented to him, 
and claims the rites of hoſpitality, by telling him his 
name. Idomeneus anſwered with a courteous {ſmiling 
countenance, Though 1 had not been told who you 
are, 1 think that | ſhould have known you. Lo 
there is Ulyſſes. himſelf, Lo his ſparkling eyes, and 
ſteady looks. Lo his air, at firſt ccld and reſerved, 
| which concealed ſo much ſprightlineſs and ſuch number- 
leſs graces. I perceive even that delicate ſmile, that 
_ careleſs action, that ſweetneſs, ſimplicity and inſinua- 
tion of ſpeech, which perſuaded before one had time to 
ſuſpeQ it. Ves, you are the ſon of Ulyſſes, but you fhall 
be mine alſo. O my ſon! my dear fon! what adven- 
ture brings you to this ſhore? Is it to ſeek your father? 
Alas! I have no tidings of him. We have both been 
rſecuted by fortune ; he has had the misfortune of not 
ing able to find his country again, and I that of find- 
ing mine filled with the wrath of the Geds againſt me. 
While Idomeneus was ſpeaking theſe words, he looked 
ſtedfaſtly upon Mentor, as one.whoſe face was not un- 
known to him, but whoſe name he could not recollect. 
Telemachus anſwered with tears in his eyes, O king! 
ardon a ſorrow which I cannot conceal at a time when 
i ought only to expreſs my joy aad gratitude for your 
eoodneſs., By your lamenting tte loſt Ulyſſes, you 
yourſelf teach me to feel the misfortune of not finding 
my father. 1 have long been ſeeking him in every ſea; 
but the angry Gods neither permit me to ſee him again, 
nor to'karn' if he be wrecked, nor to return to Ithaca, 
where Penelope is pining away with the deſire of being 
delivered from ber ſuitors, 1 thought 1 . 2 
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found you in the iſland of Crete; I was there informed 
of your hard fate, and little imagined that I fhould ever 
have come near to Heſperia, where you have founded a 
new kingdom. But fortune, who ſports with mankind, 
and continues me a vagrant in every land remote from 
Ithaca, has at length thrown me on your coaſts. An 

of all the wrongs the has done me, this is that which I 


bear the moſt willingly. Though ſhe drives me far from 


my native country, ſhe at leaſt gives me to know the 
moſt generous of princes. | 


At theſe words Idomeneus tenderly embraced Telema- 


chus, and leading him to his palace, ſaid, Pray, who is 


this wiſe ſenior who accompanies you? I have, methinks, 
ſeen him before. It is Mentor, replied Telemachus, 
Mentor the friend of Ulyfles, who entruſted him with 
my {pra What tongue can expreſs my obligations 
to him | 
Upon this Idomeneus advances and takes Mentor by 
the hand. We have, ſaid he, ſecn one another. before 
now. Do you remember the voyage you made to Crete, 
and the good counſels you gave me ? But the warmth of 


| pow at that time, and an appetite for vain pleaſures 


hurried me away; it was neceflary for me to be inſtructed 


by my misfortuges, to learn what I was unwilling to be- 


lieve. O wife old man, would to the Gods, that I had 
followed your advice. But I obſerve with aftoniſhinent, 
that you are hardly at all altered in ſo many years; you 
have the ſame freſhneſs of countenance, the ſame upright 


ſtature, the ſame vigour; your hair only is a little 
whitened. | " 


O mighty king, anſwered Mentor, were I a flatterer, 
I ſhould tell you alſo that you ſtill retain the ſame flower 
of youth which bloomed on your face before the ſiege of 
Troy; but I had rather diſpleaſe you than wound the 
truth. Beſides, I ſee by your wiſe diſcourſe that you do 


not love flattery, and that one runs no riſk in ſpeaking to 


ou with ſincerity. You are very much altered ; I ſhould 

zardly have known you again. I plainly perceive the 
cauſe; it is your having laid your afflictions to heart. 
But you have gained by your ſufferings, ſince you have 
acquired wiſdom. A man ſhould not be much concerned 
at the wrinkles which overſpread his face, when his heart 
| . 
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is exerciſed and ſtrengthened in virtue. And then you 
muft know, that kings always decay ſooner than other 
men. In adverſity, the troubles of the mind and the 
toils of the body make them grow old before their time; 
in proſperity, the pleaſures of a luxurious life wear them 
away ſtill faſter than all the fatigues of war, for nothing 
is ſo unhealthful as immoderate pleaſures. Hence it is 
that princes, both in peace and war, have always pains 
and pleaſures, which bring on old age before its natural 
ſeaſon, Whereas a life of ſobriety, temperance and fim- 
| licity, free from diſquietudes and paſſions, regular and 
rious, preſerves in the limbs of a wiſe man the 
ſprightly vigour of youth, which without theſe precautions 
is always ready to take its flight on the wings of time. 
Idomeneus, charmed with Mentor's diſcourſe, would 
have heard him a long while, had he not been put in 
mind of a ſacrifice which he was to offer to Jupiter, 
'Telemachus and Mentor followed him, ſurrounded by a2 
great crowd of people, who gazed at the two ſtrangers 
with great curiofity and eagerneſs. The Salentines fai 
one to another, Theſe two men are very different. The 
ung one has ſomething wonderfully lively and amia- 
le; all the charms of youth. and beauty are diffuſed 
over his face and body; but this beauty has nothing 
ſoft nor effeminate: With this tender bloom of youth he 
appears vigorous, robuſt, and hardened to labour. The 
other, though much older, has loſt : nothing of his 
ſtrength, His mien ſeems at firſt ſight» leſs majeſtick, 
-and his countenance lefs graceful; but when one views 
him near, one finds in his fimplicity the marks of wif- 
dom and virtue, with an aſtoniſhing elevation of ſoul, 
Wen the Gods deſcended to the earth to reveal them- 
ſelves to mortals, they undoubtedly aſſumed ſuch forms 
of ſtrangers and travellers. - _ n 
Mean time they arrive at the e upiter, which 
Idomeneus, who was deſcended from that God, had 
adorned with great magnificence. It was ſurrounded 
with a double row of green marble pillars. The cha- 
piters were ſilver. The temple was all incrufted with 
marble with bas-rcliefs, repreſenting Jupiter's transfor. 
uation into a bull, the rape of Europa, and her paſſage 
Crete through the waves, which to reverence 


Jupiter, 
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Jupiter, though he was in a borrowed ſhape. After- 
wards were ſeen the birth and youthful age of Minos; 
and then that wiſe king, more advanced 1n years, giv- 
ing laws to all his iſland to make it flouriſh for ever. 
Here alſo Telemachus obſerved the principal events of 
the ſiege of Troy, in which Idomeneus bad acquired 
the glory of a great captain. Among the repreſentations 
of the battles, looked for his — he found him 
ſeizing the horſes of Rheſus, whom Diomed had juſt 
lain; afterwards diſputing with Ajax for the arms of 
Achilles before an aſſembly of all the chiefs of the Gre- 
clan army; and laſtly iſſuing from the fatal horſe to ſhed 
the blood of numberleſs Trojans. | i 
Telemachus immediately knew him by theſe famous 
actions, of which he had often heard, and which Men- 
tor had related to him. The tears flowed from his eyes, 
his colour changed, and his countenance was diſordered. 
Idomeneus perceived it, though Telemachus turned aſide 
to conceal his grief. Be not aſhamed, ſaid Idomeneus, 
to let us fee how much you are affected with the glory 
and misfortunes of your father. il Ons 
Mean time the people aſſembled in crowds under the 
vaſt porticoes,. formed by. the double row. of pillars which 
environed the temple. | There were two companies of 
boys and girls ſinging hymns in praiſe of the God who 
holds the thunder in his bands. Theſe children, who 
were ſelected for their extraordinary beauty, bad long 
hair flowing over their ſhoulders ; their heads were 
crowned: with roſes and perfumed, and they were all 
clad in white. Idomeneus offered a ſacrifice of an hun- 
fred bulls to Jupiter, to render him propitious in a war 
which he undertaken againſt his neighbouts. The 
blood of the victims ſmoked on all ſides, and ſtreamed 
like rivers into deep vaſes. of gold and ſil yer. 
Old Theophancs, beloved of the Gods, and the prieſt 
of the temple, kept his head during the dacrifices wrapped 
up in the. lappet of his purple robe. He afterwards con- 
ſulted the yet · panting entrails of the, victims, and then 
aſcending the ſaered tripod, Ye Gods! cried he, who 
are theſe two ſtrangers whem, heaven {ends , hither? But 
For them, the war we have underiaken would, be fatal to 
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us, and Salentum would fall into ruins before its foun- 
dations were well finiſhed. I ſee a young hero whom 
wiſdom lrads by the hand; it is not permitted to a mor- 
tal mouth to utter more. | 

As he ſpoke theſe words, his looks were wild, and 
his eyes ſparkled ; he ſeemed to gaze on other objects 
than thoſe which were preſent before him; his face 
flamed ; he was diſordered and befide himſelf ; his hair 
ſtood upright, his mouth foamed, his arms were raiſed 
and motionleſs, his loudened voice was more than hu- 
man; he was out of breath, and could not contain within 
him the divine ſpirit which poſſeſſed him. 

O happy Idomenevs, cried he again! What do I ſe! 
What evils avoided! What a ſweet peace at home, but 
abroad what battles! What victories! O Telemachus ! 
thy toils ſurpaſs thoſe of thy father; the proud foe groans 
in the duſt beneath thy ſword ; the brazen ny; the in- 
acceſſible ramparts fall at thy feet. O mighty Goddels, 
let his father —— O young man! thou at length again 
ſhalt ſee At theſe words his ſpeech dies in his 
mouth, and he remains, as it were in ſpite of himſelf, 
amazingly filent. i 

All the people are frozen with fear; Idgmeneus trem- 
bles, and dares not aſk him to make an end of his 
ſpeech, Telemachts himſelf is ſurprifed, hardly un- 
derſtands what he hears, and can ſcarcely believe that he 
has heard theſe glorious predictions. Mentor was the 
only one whom the divine ſpirit did hot terrifſr. You 
hear, ſaid he to Idomeneus, the purpoſe of the Gods: 
Againſt whatever nation you yn, the victory will te 
yours, and you will owe to the young ſon of your 
friend the ſucceſs of your arms. Be not jealous of him, 
but make a right uſe of what the Gods give you by him. 

Idomeneus not being yet recovered from his ſurprize, 
ſought for words in vain; his tongue continued mation- 
leſs. Telemachus A ſooner to himſelf, ſaid to 
Mentor, The promiſe of fo much glory affects me not; 
but pray, to what can theſe laſt words refer, Thou again 

ſhalt ſee? To my father, or to Ithaca only ? Why, alas! 
did he not proceed ? he has left me more doubtful than 
] was, O Ulyſſes! O my father! is it you yourſelf 
whom I am to ſee again? Can it be true? Bur I flatrer 
myſelf; 
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myſelf; cruel oracle! thou delighteſt to ſport with a 
miſerable wretch ; one word more, and I had been com- 
pleatly nappy : 
Mentor ſaid to him, Revere what the Gods reveal, 
and do not attempt to pry into things which they are 
pleaſed to hide: raſh curioſity deſerves to be put to con- 


fuſion. It is through wiſdom and goodneſs that the 


Gods wrap up the tates of feeble mortals in an impe- 
netrable night. It is uſeful to foreſee what depends on 
us, that we may perform it well; but it is not leſs uſeful 
to be ignorant of what does not depend on our carc, 
and of what the Gods deſign to do with us. 25 
Telemachus, touched with theſe words, contained 
himſelf, though not without great difficulty, Idomg- 
neus, who was recovered from Ris ſurpriſe, began on his 
part to give thanks to r for ſending him 
1d the wiſe Mentor, to make 
him victorious over his enemies. After a ſumptuous re- 
paſt, which followed the ſacrifice, he thus addreſſed the 
two ſtrange | 
I confeſs that I was not ſufficiently verſed in the art 
of government at my return to Crete, after the ſiege of 
Troy. You know, my dear friends, the misfortunes which 
robbed me of my crown in that great iſland, as you ſay 


that you have been there fince I departed from it. And 


yet am I happy, abundantly happy, if my moſt cruel 
diſaſters have inſtructed and made me wiſer. I croſſed 
the ſeas like a fugitive, purſued by the vengeance of 
Gods and men. , All my former glory ſerved but to 
make my fall the more ignominious and the more in- 
ſupportable. I came to — my houſehold Gods on 
this deſert coaft,, where 1 found nothing but lands uncul- 
tivated and over-run with thorns and brambles, foreſts 
as old as the earth itſelf, and rocks which were almaſt 
"inacceſſible, and which ſerved for a harbour to the ſavage 
beaſts. And yet was I reduced to the neceſſity of being 
glad to poſſeſs, with the. handful of ſoldiers and com- 

panious, . who were ſo kind as to accompany me in my 
misjortunes, this ſavage land, and to make it my coun- 


bit & deſpairing of ever ſeeing that happy iſland again, 
w 


ere the Gods gave me to be borp and to reign. Alas! 
faid I to myſclt, what a change! What a ſearful * 
0 1 Pie 
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ple am 1 to princes! ' I ſhould be ſhewn to all the rulers 
of the world as a leſſon of inſtruction to them. They | 
fancy that they have nothing to fear, becauſe of their 
elevation above the reſt of men: Alas! their very ele- 
vation is the cauſe of their having every ching to fear, 
I was formidable to my enemies, and beloved by my ſub- 
jets ; I commanded a powerful and warlike, people ; 
fame had ſounded my renown in the molt diſtant nauens; 
I reigned in a fertile and delightful iſſand ; an hundr 
cities paid me an annual tribute of their riches ;. my ſub- 
jec acknowledged that I was deſcended from Jupiter, 
who was born in their country, and they loved me as 
the grandſon of the wiſe Minos, whoſe laws make them 
ſo powerful and happy. ' What was wanting to my 
felicity, except the knowing how to enjoy it with mo- 
deration ? But my pride, and the adulation I. At 6 
to, ſubverted my throne. Thus will all kings fal 
who give themſelves up to their - paſſions, and to the 
an of flatterers. I endeavoured all the * | 
wear a face of chearfulneſs and hope, to keep up; the ſpi- 
rits of my companions. Let us build, * to them, a 
new city, which may make ys amends for all our lo 
We are ſurrounded by nations, who have ſet us a good 
example for ſuch an enterpriſe. We ſee Tarentum ri- 
ſing near us, a new kingdom founded by Phalantus ang 
his Lacedzmonians. Philoctetes gives the name of Pe- 
tilia to a great City which he is bln the ſame 
coaſt, Metapontum is alſo a colony of the like kind, 
Shall we do leſs than all theſe ſtrangers who are wan- 
derers as well as we? Fortune is not more riggrous 
to us. - „ 2 | Ip 

While I endeavoured by theſe words to. ſweeten the 
toils of my companions, I concealed. a, deadl ; anguiſh 
in the bottom of my heart. It was ſome comfort to. me 

when the day-light forſook and night wrapped, me in her 
ſhades, to be at liberty to bewail my wretched condition, 
Two floods of bitter tears wonld then ftream from my 
eyes, and gentle ſlumber! was a ſtranger to me. The 
next day I renewed my toils with freſh ardour. Lo the 
cauſe, Mentor, that you find me grown ſo old. 


H - 


him again in you. 
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When Idomeneus had, ended the relation of his miſe- 
ries, he begged Telemachus and Mentor to aſſiſt him in 
the war wherein he was engaged. I will ſend you back, 


- Laid he; to Ithaca as ſoon as the war is ended. Mean 


while I will ſend ſhips to all the moſt diſtant ſhores, to 
learn news of Ulyſſes. On what part ſoever of the known 
world ſtorms or the anger of ſome Deity may have thrown 
him, I ſhall _ — him from thence. The Gods 
grant that he be ſtill alive! As for you, I will ſend you 

ome with the beſt ſhips which were ever built in the 
iſland of Crete; they are built of timber felled on the 
true mount Ida, where Jupiter was born. This ſacred + 
wood is unperiſhable in the waves, and the winds and 
the rocks dread and revere it; nay, Neptune himſelf in 
his greateſt rage is afraid to ſtir up the billows againſt it. 
Be aſſured therefore of returning happily and without 
any difficulty to, Ithaca, and that no adverſe Deity will 
again be able to make you wander over ſo many ſeas, 
The paſſage is ſhort and eaſy, Send away the Phœni- 


cian hip which brought you hither, and think only of 


acquiring the glory of eſtabliſhing the new kingdom of 


Idomeneus, to make him amends for all his misfortunes, 


Tis at 3 O ſon of Ulyſſes, that you will be 
deemed worthy of your father. Though rigorous Deſ- 


_ xiny ſhould already have ſent him down to Pluto's dreary 


* 


realm, yet will 


all raviſhed Greece believe that it ſees 


Here Telemachus interrupted Idomeneus. Let us 
ſend back the Phtenician ſhip, ſaid he, Why do we de- 
lay to take arms and attack your enemies? I hey are be- 
come ours. If we were victorious when we fought in 
Sicily for Aceſtes, a Trojan and an enemy to Greece, 
ſhall we not be ſtill more ardent and more favoured by 
the Gods, when we fight för one of the Grecian heroes, 
who ſubverted the V city of Priam ? The ora - 
cle we have juſt heard does not permit us to doubt it. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


I domenens informs Memor of the grounds of the war 


againſt the Mandurians. He alice that thoſe people 


had at fin yielded to him the coaft of Heſperia, where 


he had founded his city; that they retired to the nei 
bourin 3 „ Where ſome of their nation _ 
been ill-treated by a party of bis, they had deputed tauo 
old men to him, with aubom he had ſettled articles 


peace; and that, after an infraftion of this treaty 


ſome of his ſubjects who were ignorant of it, theſe peo- 
ple were preparing to make war again bim. During 
this relation of Idomeneus, the Mandurians, ue had 
immediately taken arms, appear at the gates of Salentum. 
Neftor, Philofetes, and Phalantus, whom Idomenens 
thought neuter, are againſt him in the army of the Mam 
durians, Mentor goes alone oxt of Salentum, ta propoſp 
conditions of peace to the enemy. 


: MN TOR, looking with a mild and ſerene aſpett 


on Telemachus, who was already filled with a 


noble ardour for battle, anſwered him thus. I am very 


lad, ſon of Ulyſies, to fee in you ſo laudable a paſſion 


or glory; but remember that your father did not ob- 
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tain ſo much among the Greeks at the fiege of Troy, 
but by ſhowing himſelf to be the wiſeſt and the moſt 
moderate among them, Achilles, though invincible 
and invulnerable, though ſure of ſpreading terror and 
death wherever he fought, was not able to take the 
city of Troy; he fell himſelf beneath the walls of that 
city, which triumphed over the vanquiſher of Hector. 
But Ulyſſes, whoſe prudence governed his courage, car- 
Tied fire and ſword amongſt the Trojans, and to him is 
owing the fall of thoſe high and haughty towers, which 
threatened, for ten years together, a confederacy of all 
Greece. As much as Minerva is ſuperior to Mars, ſo 
much does a diſcreet and foreſeeing valour ſurpaſs a hot 
and ſavage courage. Let us therefore begin by inform- 
ing ourſelves of the circumſtances of this war which is 
to be carried on. I ſhall not ſhun any,dangers; but I 
think, Idomeneus, that you ſhould firſt let us ſee if your 
war be juſt ; then againſt whom you make it; and laſt- 
ly, on what forces yon build your hopes of an happy 
event. | 

Idomeneus replied, When we arrived upon this coaſt, 
we found here a ſavage people, who wandered up and 
down the woods, and lived by hunting and on the fruits 
which the trees ſpontaneouſly produce, Theſe people, 
who are called Mandurians, were affrighted at the fight 
of our ſhips and arms, and retired to the mountains, 
but as our ſoldiers were curious to ſee the country, and 
defirous to chace the ſtags, they met with theſe 8 
ſavages: Whereupon their chiefs beſpoke them thus. 
We abandoned the pleaſant ſea-ſhores, to yield them up 
to you, and have nothing left but almoſt inacceſſible 
mountains; it is certainly reaſonable that you ſhould 
ſuffer us here_to enjoy peace and liberty, We find you 
wandering, diſperſed and weaker than we, and have it 
in our power to kill you, and to conceal even the very 
knowledge of your fate from your companions ; but we 
would not dip our hands in the blood of thoſe who are 
men as well as we. Retire, and remember that you owe 
your lives to our humanity ; remember that it is from 
a people whom you ſtyle rude and ſavage, that you re- 
ccive this leſſon of moderation and generoſity, - 
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Thoſe of our men who were thus ſent back by theſꝰ 
barbatians, returned to the camp, and related what had 
befallen them. The ſoldiers were enraged at it; being 
aſhamed that Cretans thould owe their lives to a ba 
of fugitives, who ſeemed to them mofe like bears than 
men. They went to hunt in greater numbers than be- 
fore, and with all ſorts of arms, and quickly met with 
the ſavages, and attacked them. The combat was 
bloody ; the arrows flying from each party as hail falls 
in a field during a ſtorm. The ſavages were forced to 
retire to their ſteep mountains, where our men did not- 
dare to purſue them. | 

A little whil: after, theſe people ſent to me two of 
their wiſeſt old men, who came to ſue for peace, and 
brought me preſents of the ſkins of ſome wild beafts- 
which they had killed, amd of the fruits of their coun- 
2 After they had preſented them to me, they ſpoke 
thus: X | | 

O king, we hold, as thou ſeeſt, the ſword in one 
hand, and the olive branch in the other; (and indeed 
they held them both in their _ there is peace or 
war; take thy choice; we ſhould chuſe peace. It was 
for her ſake that we were not aſhamed to yield to thee 
the pleafant fea-coaſt, where the ſun fertilizes the earth, 
and produces ſuch a variety of delicious fruits. Peace is 
ſweeter than fruits. It was for her that we retired to 


thoſe loſty mountains, eternally covered with ice and 
' ſnow, where we never ſee the flowers of the ſpring, nor 


the rich product of autumn. We abhor that brutality, - 
which under the ſpecious names of ambition and glory 
madly ravages whole provinces, -and ſheds the blood of 
men who are all — If thou art affected by this 
falſe glory, we are far from envying thee; we pity thee, - 
and beſeech the Gods to preſerve us from the like mad- 


neſs. If the ſciences which the Greeks are ſo careful to 


learn, and the politeneſs they boaſt of, inſpire them only 
with this deteſtable injuſtice, we think ourſelves very 
happy in not having thoſe accompliſhments ; we ſhall al- 
ways glory in being ignorant and barbarous, but juſt, - 
humane, faithful, difintereſted, accuſtomed to live on a 
little, and to deſpiſe the falſe delicacy which makes men 
| ; + | want-- 
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want a t deal, What we efteem, is health, fru- 
gality, liberty, vigour of mind and body; it is the 
love of virtue, a reverence of the Gods, benevo- 
lence to our neighbours, zeal for our friends, fidelity 
to all mankind, moderation in proſperity, fortitude in 
adverſity, courage always to ſpeak the truth boldly, 
an abhorrence of flattery. Such are the people whom 
we offer thee for neighbours and allies. If the an- 
gry Gods blind thee ſo far as to make thee refuſe 
peace, thou wilt find, but too late, that the men who 
through moderation love peace, are the moſt formida- 
ble in war. | | 

Whilſt theſe old men were talking te me thus, I was 
unwearied with looking upon them. Their beards were 
long and uncouth, their hair ſhort and hoary, their 
eye-brows buſhy, their eyes lively, their looks and coun- 
tenance reſolute, their ſpeech grave and full of autho- 
rity, and their manners plain and ingenuous. The furs, 
which ſerved them for cloaths, being tied in 'a knot on 
their ſhoulders, one ſaw more nervous arms, and larger 
muſcles than thoſe of our wreſtlers. My anſwer to theſe 
two envoys was, that I defired ce. We with the 
utmoſt candour ſettled ſeveral articles between us; we 
called all the Gods to witneſs them, and I ſent theſe two 
men back with preſents, But the Gods who drove me 
from the kingdom of my anceftors, were not yet wea 
with perſecuting me. Our hunters, who could not ſo 
ſoon be informed of the peace we had concluded, meet- 
ing the ſame day a large body of theſe barbarians, who 
accompanied their envoys in their return from our camp, 
attacked them with fury, killed ſome of them, and pur- 
ſued the reſt to the woods. Thus is the war kindled 
again. Theſe Barbarians believe that they can no longer 
rely on our promiſes or oaths. 

To firengthen themſelves againſt us, they have called 
to their aſſiſtance the Locrians, Apulians, Lucanians, 
Bruttians, and the people of Crotona, Neritum and 
Brunduſium. The Lucanians come with chariots armed 
with ſharp ſcythes. Among the Apulians every one. 15 
covered with ſome ſkin of a wild beaſt which he fas 


killed; they carry clubs full of great knots, and _ 
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with ſpikes of iron; they are almoſt all of a gigantick 
ſtatu 4 and their CT are rendered ſo rob” by the 
hard exerciſes to which they accuſtom themſelves, that 
their very fight is frightful. The Locrians, who came 
from Greece, ſtill ſavour of their origin, 'and-are more 
humane than the others; but they have jeined to the 
exact diſcipline of the Grecian troops the ſtrength of the 
Barbarians, and an habit of living hard, which 'makes 
them invincible. They have light wicker ſhiclds covered 
with ſkins, and long ſwords. The Brattians are as ſwift 
in the race as the hart and the deer; one would think 
that even the tendereft graſs were not depreſt under their 
feet; they hardly leave any footſteps in the ſand. They 
ruſh ſuddenly on the foe, and then diſappear with equal 
rapidity, The people of Crotona are expert atchers : 
A common man among the Greeks could not bend'ſuch 
a bow as one uſually ſees amongſt the Crotomans; and 
ſhould they ever apply themſelves to our games, they 
will certainly obtain the prizes. Their arrows are dip 
in the juice of certain venomous herbs, ſaid to be brought 
from the banks of Avernus, whoſe 'poiſon is mortal, 
As for thoſe of Neritum, Meſſapia and Branduſium, they 
are endued only with ſtrength of body and valour with- 
out art. The 'out-cries which they fend even to the 
heavens, at the ſight of the enemy, bre terrible; they 
arc pretty expert ſlingers, and darken the air with ſhow- 
ers of hurled ſtones, but they fight without any order. 
This, Mentor, is what you defired to be informed of; 
you now know the riſe of this war, and wWho are our 
enemies. . | . 
After this explanation, Telemachus, impatient to en- 
gage, thought nothing remained but to have recourſe 
to arms. ntor checked him again, and thus ke 
Idomeneus. Whence comes it that even the Loenans, 
a people of Greek extraction, joined themſelves. to Bar- 
barians againſt Greeks? Whence comes it that - ſo many 
colonies flouriſh on this coaſt of the ſea, without having 
the ſame wars as you to maintain? O Idomeneus, you 
ſay that the Gods are not yet weary of ' perſecutin . 
and I ſay that they have not yet thoroughly in 
you. The many evils: you have — have not yet 
H 4 taught 


; 6 - 


* 


ht you what ought to be done to prevent a war. 
What you vounſelf relate of the integrity of theſe Bar- 
banians, 1 to ſhew that you might have lived in 
peace with them; but haughtineſs and pride draw on 
the moſt dangerous wars. You might have given them 
hoſtages, — taken ſome of them; it had been an eaſy 
thing to have ſent ſome of your chiefs with their am- 
haſſadors fo conduct them back in ſafety. And fince 
this ay of = War, ou ſhould — 3 them 
ain, by repreſeoting that your e had attacked 
for — of knowing of the — which had juſt 
een ſworn to; you ſhould have offered them any ſecu- 
rity they might have demanded, and ſhould have decrecd 
ſevere paniſhments again ſuch of your ſubjects as fhould 
break the alliance, But what has happened fince this 
peginning of the war)) | | 
; 4 thought, replied Idomeneus, that it would be mean 
in us to ſue tg theſe Barbarians, . had preſently aſ- 


zmbled all heir fghiing men, and had implored the 
aiſiſtance of all the neighbouring nations, to whom they 
rendered us ſuſpected and odious. It ſeemed to me that 
vur ſafeſt courſe was immediately to ſeize on certain de- 
files in the mountains, which were ill-guarded. We 
ſcized;them without any difficulty, and thereby put our- 
ſelves in a condizjon to barraſs the Barbarians. Here I 
have cauſed towers io be erected, from which our troops 
can with their arrows oppreſs all our enemies who may 
attempt to come from the mountains into our country; 
and we can enter into theirs, and ravage, whenever we 
pleaſe, their principal ſettlements. By this means we 
ars able with unequal forces to reſiſt the innumerable 
multitude, of enemies which ſurround us. In fine, a 
prage between them and us is become very difficult; for 
we cannpt give up theſe towers to them, without ex- 
poſing ousſelves to their incurſions, and they look upon 
them as citadels, which we deſign to make uſe of to re- 
duce them to ſlavery. 

Mentor anſwered Idomeneys thus. You are a wiſe 
king, and defire to be told the truth without any ſoften- 
wes: You are not like theſe. weak men, who are afraid 
to viem ig, and who for want of reſalution and magnani- 
Ly mity 


* 


maintain thoſe they have committed. Know therefore 
that this barbarous people E you an adm rable leſſon, 
when they came to you to ſue for peace. Was it through 
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mity to correct their errors, uſe their authbrity only id 


— 
* 


weakneſs that they ſued for it? Did they want courage 


or forces fo oppoſe you?” You ſee that they did not, fince 
they are ſo inured to the hardſhips of war, and ſupported 
by ſo many formidable neighbours. Why did you not 
imitate their moderation? Miſtaken notions of ſhame and 
honour have plunged you into theſe evils. You were 


afraid of making your enemies too haughty, but you 


were not afraid of making them too powertul, by uniting 
ſo many nations againſt you by a — 

duct. Of what i. 

but to lay all your neighbours under a neceſſity of pe- 
riſhing, or of cauſing you to periſh, to ſave themſelves 


from approaching ſlavery. ou erected theſe towers 


only for your own ſecurity, and it is by theſe very tow-- 
ers that you are brought into ſuch imnitnent danger. 


The ſafeſt bulwark of a ftate is juſtice, moderation, in- 


regrity, and the aſſurance your neighbours have of your' 
being incapable of uſurping their territories. The ſtrong- 


eſt. walls may fall by divers unforeſeen accidents, and 
fortune is capricious and fickle in war; but the love and 
conſidence of your neighbours, when they have expe- 


hty unjuſt con- 
e are the towers you ſo much boaſt of, 


rienced your moderation, render your ftate invincible, -. 
and almoſt always prevent its being attacked: And tho“ 
an unjuſt neighbour ſhould attack it, all others being in- - 


tereſted in its preſervation, immediately take arms in its 


defence. This aſſiſtance of ſo many nations, who fin 


their true intereſt in ſupporting yours, would have made 


you much more powerful than theſe towers, which render 


your evils incurable, Had you at firſt taken care to pre- 
vent the jealouſy of all your neighbours, your riſing city 
would-have flouriſhed in an happy peace, and you would 
have been the arbiter of all the nations of Heſperia. - But 
Jet us confine ourſelves at preſent to enquire how you may 
retrieve the paſt by the future. You began wi 8 


me that there are ſeveral Greek colonies on this coaſfſ. 


Now ttiey muſt be diſpoſed to aſſiſt you; they have not 
forgot either the great reputation of Minos the ſor of Ju- 
a ; Hs piter, 


150 


TELEMACHUS. Bock X. 


piter, or your own labours at the ſiege of Troy, where 
you ſo often ſignalized yourſelf among the Grecian princes 
in the common quarrel of all Greece. Why do you not 
try to induce theſe colonies to eſpouſe your cauſe ? 

They are all reſolved, replied Idomeneus, to remain 
neuter: Not but that they had ſome inclination to aſſiſt 
me; but the too great luſtre which this city had from 
its birth, has alarmed them. Theſe Greeks, as well as 
the other nations, were afraid that we had defigns on 
their liberty. They fancied, that after ſubduing the 
Barbarians of the mountains, we ſhould puſh our ambi- 


tion 
= 
us 


to a 


further. In a word, they are all againſt us: even 
who do not openly engage in the war, wiſh to ſec 
umbled ; jealouſy leaves us not a fingle ally. 


Strange misfortune, replied Mentor! By endeavouring 


ar too powerful, you ruin your power; and while you 


are abroad the object of the fear and hatred of your neigh- 

bours, you exhauſt yourſelf at home by the efforts which 

are — to ſupport ſuch a war. O unhappy, thrice 
0 


unhappy I 


meneus, whom even his misfortunes have 


inſtructed but by halves! Do you need a ſecond fall, to 
learn to foreſee the evils which threaten the preateſt 
kings ? Come, leave this affair to me ; do you only give 
me a particular account of theſe Greek cities that refuſe 
to enter into an alliance with you. 

The chief, replied Idomeneus, is the city of Taren- 
tum, founded three years fince by Phalantus. He col- 
lefted together a great number of young men, born of 
women who forgot their huſbands during the Trojan war. 
When the huſbands returned, their wives endeavoured to 


paci 


fy them, and diſowned their crimes. Theſe numerous 


youths, who were born out of wedlock, and knew neither 
father nor mother, lived in a boundleſs licentiouſneſs ; 


and 


they 


the ſeverity of the laws reſtraining their diſorders, 
united under Phalantus, a bold, intrepid and am- 


bitious chief, who had won their hearts by his artifices. 
He came to this ſhore with theſe young Laconians, where 
they have made Tarentum a ſecond Lacedemon, On 
the other ſide, Philoctetes, who acquired ſuch great re- 


nown at the ſiege of Troy by carrying the arrows of Her- 
cules thither, has built in this neighbourhood the walls of 


4 4 Petilia, 


he with difficulty uttered theſe words: 
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Petilia, leſs powerful indeed but more - yjſely, governcd, 
than Tarentum. And laſtly, we have hard by us the city 
2 Metapontum, founded by the ſage Neſtor and his 
lians. : | : | (5 S401 1% 1 7 

1 replied Mentor! Is Neftor in Heſperia, and 


have you not been able to engage him in your intereſt ? 


Neſtor! who has ſo often ſeen you combat, againſt the 
1 rojans, and whoſe friend you was! I loſt hrs friend - 
ſhip, anſwered Idomeneus, by the artifice of theſe peo-, 
ple, who have nothing of barbarous but the name; they 
have been artful enough to , perfuade him that I de- 
ſigned to make myſelf the tyrant of Heſperia. We will 


brage 2 to all your neighbours, that this war was 
kindled, and it is by removing theſe vain ſurmi ſes that it 


At theſe words Idomeneus embracing Mentor, diſ- 
ſolved into tears, and was not able to ſpeak Abd le 
O wiſe ſenior, fe: 
by the Gods to repair all my errors, I conkers, fot: 
ſhould have been provoked at any other who ſhould haye 
ſpoken ſo freely to me as you have done; I confeſs: that; 
you alone could induce me to ſue for peace. I was re- 
ſolved to periſh, or to conquer all my enemies; but it is 
fit to be guided by your counſels rather than by my paſ- 
ſion. O happy 'Telemachus! you can never go aſtray 
like me, ſince you have ſuch a guide. You, Mentor, 
may do what you pleaſe ;- the wiſdam of the Gods reſides 
in you: even Minerva herſelf could not give more ſalu- 
tary counſels. Go, promiſe, conclude, yield up all that 
I have; — will conſent to all that You, Hal think 

roper to do, 5 5 
8 hile they were thus diſcourſing together, there was 
ſuddenly heard a confuſed noiſe of chariots, unten Me 


horſes, terrible outcries of . and trumpets which, 
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the air with their martial clangors. The general cry is, 
To the enemy bas made a — carats ts md — 
_ guarded deſiles Lol they come to beſiege Salentum, 
he old men and the women are in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation. Alas! ſkid they, did we forſake our dear coun- 
try, the fruitful Crete, and follow an unhappy prince 
through ſo mn ſeas, to found a city which will be laid 
in aſhes like Troy? They ſaw from the tops of their 
new .eretted walls, in the ſpacious plain below, the hel- 
metz, cuiraſſes and ſhiclds of the enemy glitter in the 
im; their eyes were dazzled with them. They alſo be- 
Feld briſtling pikes that covered the earth, as it is co- 
— * plentiful harveſt, which Ceres prepares in the 
fel Enna in Sicily, during the heat of the ſummer, 
to reward the huſbandman for all his toils. . They al- 
ready 3 the chariots armed with ſharp ſcythes, 
and could eaſily diſtinguiſh every nation which was come 
to tis Kar. e 
Mentor aſcended an high tower to have a better view 
of them. Idomeneus and Telemachus followed cloſe be- 
hind him. He was hardly arrived there but he perceived 
on one ſide Philoctetes, and on the other Neſtor with his 
Jon Piſiſtratus. Neſtor was eanly known by his vener- 
able cid age. How, cried Mentor! You imagined, Ido- 
1peneus; that PhiloRetes and Neſtor would be ſatisfied 
itt;nor-affiſting you: Lo! they have taken arms againſt 
vod. And if J am not miſtaken, thoſe other trocps 
whicht march ſo lowly and in ſuch good order, are Lace- 
demonians commanded by Phalantus. All are againſt 
you: there is not a fingle neighbour on this coaſt, whom 
you. have not made your enemy without. deſigning it. 
" /Phis' faid, Mentor deſcends in haſte from the tower; 
he goes'to'a gate in that part of the city towards which 
the enemy was advancing; he orders it to be opened, 
and Idomeneus, ſurpriſed at the majeſty with which he 
ddei theſe things, does not dare even to aſk him his de- 
ph. Mentor. makes a ſign with his hand that no body 
mould follow him, and goes to meet the enemy, who 
were ſurpriſed to ſee a ſingle perfon preſenting himſelf 
before them. He at a diſtance ſhewed them an olive- 


branch as à ſigu of peace; and when he was near enough | 
31 - 10 
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to be heard, he defired them to convene all their chiefs. 
The chiefs immediately aſſembled, and he beſpoke them 
thus : : | 
Generous aſſembly of ſo many nations which flouriſh 
in rich Heſperia, 1 know that you are not come hither 
but for the common cauſe of hberty. I commend your 
zeal ; but give me leave to repreſent to you an eaſy way _ 
to preſerve the liberty and honour of all your people, 
without an effuſion of human blood. | | 
O Neſtor! O ſage Neſtor! whom I ſee in this aſſem- 
bly, you are not ignorant how fatal war is even to thoſe 
who undertake it juſtly, and under the protection of the 
Gods, War is the greateſt of evils with which the Gods 
afflict mankind. You will never forget what the Greeks 
ſuffered for ten years together before unhappy Troy. 
What diviſions among their chiefs! What fickleneſs of 
fortune: What havock of the Greeks by the hands of 
Hector! What diſtreſs occafioned by this war in all the 
moſt powerful cities, during the abſence of their kings ! 
+ At their return ſome were ſhipwrecked at the promon- 
tory of Caphareus, and others met a dreadful death 
even in the boſom of their wives. Ye Gods! it was 
therefore in your anger that you armed Greece for this 
celebrated expedition. O ye nations of Heſperia, may 
the Gods never give you ſo fatal a victory! Troy in- 
deed lies in aſhes; but it had been better for tte 
Greeks, were it till in all its glory, and the effemi- 
nate Paris in the enjoyment of his infamous amour with 
Helena. O Philottetes! ſo long miſerable and deſerted 
in the iſle of Lemnos, are you not afraid of meetin 
the like calamities in a like war? I know the Laconi- 
ans have likewiſe. experienced the trouble occaſioned by 
the long abſence of the princes, captains, and ſoldier:, 
who went againſt the Trojans. O ye Greeks, who are 
come into Heſperia, your coming hither was only a cor- 
tinuation of the calamities, which fprung from the Tro- 
an war. 
: Having ſpoken: thus, Mentor went towards the Py- 
lians; and Neſtor, who knew him again, advanced alſo 
to ſalute him. O Mentor, ſaid he, it is with pleaſure 
that I fre you again, It is many years fince I law = 
| ſt 


154 TELEMACHUS. - Book X. 


firſt at Phocis; you were but fifteen, and yet I then 
foreſaw that you would be as wiſe as you have fince a 
proved yourſelf to be. But what adventure has brought 
you to theſe parts? Pray, what is your expedient to put 
an end to this war? Idomeneus has conſtrained us to at- 
tack him. We defire nothing but peace; each of us 
had urgent reaſons to wiſh for it ; but we can no Jonger 
be ſafe with him. He has violated all his promiſes with 
regard to his neareſt neighbours. Peace with him would 
not be a peace; it would only give him an opportunity 
to break our league, which is our only reſource, He 
has diſcovered to all other nations his ambitious defign 
of enſlaving them, and has left us no means of defend- 
ing our hberty, but by endeavouring to overturn his 
new kingdom. His treachery has reduced us to the ne- 
ceſlity of deſtroying him, or of receiving the yoke of 
bondage from him. If you can find any expedicat 
whereby we may ſafely confide in him, and be aſſured 
of a good peace, all the nations you ſee here will 
_ gladly. lay down their arms, and we ſhall own with joy 
that you ſurpaſs us in wiſdom. 

Mentor replied, You know, fage Neſtor, that Ulyſſes 
entruſted his ſon Telemachus to my care. The youth, 
impatient to learn the fortunes of his father, viſited you 
at Pylos, and you received him with all the kindneſs he 
could expect from a faithful friend of his father; you even 
gave him your own ſon to conduct him on his way. He 
afterwards undertook long voyages by ſea, and has been in 
Sicily, Egypt, the iſland of Cyprus, and that of Crete. 

he wincs, or rather the Gods, have thrown him on 
this coaſt, as he was endeavouring to return to Ithaca. 
We arrive at a happy minute to prevent the horror of a 
cruel war. It is no longer Idomeneus, it is the ſon of 
the wiſe Ulyſſes, it is 1 who am anſwerable to you for 
Every thing which ſhall be promiſed, 5 
6 While Mentor was diſcourſing thus with Neſtor in the 
midſt of the confederate troops, Idomeneus and 'Tele- 
machus, with all the Cretans in arms, were looking at 
him from the walls of Salentum; carefully obſerving 
how all that Mentor ſaid was received, and wiſhing that 
they could hear the wiſe converſation of theſe two ſe- 

= niors. 
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niors. Neſtor had always been reputed the moſt ex- 


perienced- and the moſt * of all the kings of 
Greece. During the ſiege of Troy, it was he that re- 
ſtrained the boiling wrath of Achilles, the pride of 
Agamemnon, the fierceneſs of Ajax, and the impetuous 
coutage of Diomed. Soft perſuaſions flowed from his 
lips like a ſtream of honey; his voice alone was hefrd 
by all theſe heroes; all were filent as ſoon as he opened 
his mouth, and there was none but he who could ap- 
peaſe the fierce diſſentions of the camp. He began to 
feel the infirmities of chilly age; but his words were 
{till full of ſtrength and ſweetneſs. He related things 
paſt to inſtruct the youth by his experiences, and though 
he was a little ſlow of ſpeech, his relations were grace- 
tul. | | ü 
This ſenior, who was the admiration of all Greece, 
ſeemed to have loft all his eloquence and majeſty, as ſoon 
as Mentor was ſeen in his company, He looked wither- 
ed and broken with age; whereas time ſcemed to have 
reſpected the ſtrength and vigour of Mentor's conſtitu- 
tion. Mentor's words, though grave and plain, bad a 
vivacity and authority which began to be wanting in the 
other. All that he ſaid was conciſe, exact and nervous. 
He never ſaid the ſame thing twice, nor ever related any 
thing but what was neceſſary to the deciſion of the affair 
in debate. If he was obliged to ſpeak ſeveral times of 
the ſame thing, to inculcate it, or to perſuade, he did it 
by new turns and lively compariſons. He had alſo I 
know not what of complaiſance and ſprighthueſs, when 
he would accommodate hiniſelf to the wants of others, 
and infinuate any truth into them. Iheſe two venerable 
men were an affecting fight to this aſſembly of ſo many 
nations. Whilſt all the allics, who were the enemies of 
Salentum, preſſed one upon another to have a nearer: 
view of them, and to hear their wiſe diſcourſes; Idome- 
neus and all his people endeavoured by their, greedy, 
eager looks to diſcover the meaning of their geſtures: and 
of the air of their faces, | 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Felemachus „ deftrons of knowing what paſſes between Men- 


tor and the allies, cauſes the gater of Salentum to be open- 
ed to him, and goes to Mentor. His preſence helps to in- 
duce the allies to accept of the conditions of peace which 
Mentor propoſed to them. Idomeneus, whom Mentoh, ſends 
for from the city to the army, conſents to all that had been 
agreed upon. Hoflages are mutually given; a common ſa- 
crifice is offered betaueen the city and the camp to confirm 
this alliance, aud the kings enter as friends into Saletis. 
tum. | 


ND now Telemachus, being grown impatient, 
ſteals from the multitude that ſurrounds him, run_ 

to the gate at which Mentor went out, and with autho 
rity commands it to be opened. Idomeneus, who though 
him by his fide, is preſently ſurpriſed to ſee him run- 
ning acroſs the plain, and already near to Neſtor. Neſ- 
tor knows him again, and advances, though with flow 
and heavy ſteps, to meet him. Telemachus' embraces' 
and holds him locked in his arms without 1 At 
length he cries, O my father, (I do not ſcruple to call 
you ſo) the misfortune of not finding my real father, 
and the benefits you have conferred upon me, give me 
a right to make uſe of ſo endearing a name, O 3 fa- 
| her, 
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ther, my dear father, do I ſee you again! O may I 
thus behold Ulyſſes! If any thing could make me 
amends for the {ok of him, it would be the finding an- 
other Ulyſfes in you. | 

At theſe words Neſtor could not retain his tears, and 
he felt a ſecret joy at ſeeing thoſe which flowed with 
wonderful grace adown the cheeks of Telemachus. 
The beauty, ſweetneſs, and noble confidence of this 
young ſtranger, who without any precaution paſſed 
through ſo many troops of enemies, ſurpriſed the allies. 
Is he not, ſaid they, the ſon of the old man who is 
come to ſpeak to Neſtor? They without doubt have both 
the ſame wiſdom, though their ages are very different: 
in one, ſhe as yet but blooms; in the other, ſhe bears 
an abundance of the ripeſt fruits. 

Mentor, who was pleaſed to ſee the affection with 
which Neſtor received Telemachus, made his advantage 
of this happy diſpoſition, Lo! the ſon of Ulyſſes, ſaid 
he, fo dear to all Greece, and ſo dear to you yourſelf, O 
ſage Neftor! Lo! I deliver him up to you as an hoſtage 
and as the moſt precious pledge which can be given you 
of the ſincerity of Idomeneus s promiſes. You will eafily 
ſuppoſe that I ſhould not be willing that the ſon's deſtruc- 
tion ſhould follow that of the father, nor that the unha 
Penelope ſhould reproach Mentor with ſacrificing her 
to the ambition of the new king of Salentum. With this 
pledge, who is come voluntarily to offer himſelf, and 
whom the Gods, who are lovers of peace, ſend to you, 
begin, O aſſembly of ſo many nations, to make you pro- 
poſitions for eſtabliſhing a ſolid and everlaſting peace. 

At the word peace, a confuſed noiſe was heard from 
rank to rank. All theſe different nations murmured with 
rage, thinking that it was all loſt time while the combat 
was delayed, and that all theſe ſpeeches were made 
only to blunt their fury, and to let their prey eſcape. 
The Mandurians in particular were enraged that I 
meneus ſhould hope to deceive them again ; often 
attem to interrupt Mentor through an apprehenſion 
that his wiſe diſcourſes might draw off their allies, 
and began to be fuſpicious of all the Greeks in the 
_ aſlembly, Mentor perceiving this, res -* 
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creaſed their jealouſy, in order to ſow diſcord in the 
minds of all theſe nations. 

I 1 confeſs, ſaid he, that the Mandurians have cauſe 
to complain, and to demand ſome reparation of the 
wrongs they have ſuffered ; but it is not juſt on the 
other hand that the Greeks, who ſettle colonies on this 
coaſt, ſhould be ſuſpected and hated by the old inhabi- 
tants of the country, On the contrary, the Greeks 
ought to be united together, in order to make themſelves 
well treated by the other nations; their only buſineſs is 
to be moderate, and never to attempt to uſurp the terri- 
tories of their neighbours, I know that Idomeneus has 
had the misfortune to give you —_ but it is eaſy 
to cure you of all your ſuſpicions. 'Telemachus and I 
offer ourſelves as hoſtages, who will be anſwerable to 
you for Idomeneus's ſincerity ; we will remain in your 

ands till all the things which ſhall be promiſed you, 
be faithfully performed. What provokes you, ye Man- 
durians, cried be, is that the Cretan troops have ſeized 
on the defiles of your mountains by ſurpriſe, and are 
thereby able to enter, as often as they pleaſe, into the 
territories to which you retired, in o to leave to 
them the flat country on the ſhea-ſhore. -- Theſe defiles, 
which the Cretans have fortified with high towers that 
are full of ſoldiers, are therefore the true grounds of the 

war. Pray tell me, is there any other? 1 55 

Hereupon the chief of the Mandurians advanced, 
and ſpoke thus: What have we not done to avoid this 
war? The Gods are our witneſſes that we did not re- 
nounce peace, till peace was irrecoverably baniſhed 
trom us by the reſtleſs ambition of the Crerans, and 
by their making it impoſſible for us to rely on their 
oaths, Infatuated nation! to reduce us againſt our will 
to the ſad neceſſity of acting a deſperate part againſt 
them, and of ſeeking our ſafety in their deſtruction ! 
While they keep theſe defiles, we fhall always think 
that they deſign to uſurp our territories, and to reduce 
us to ſlavery, Were it true that they thought only 
to live in peace with their neighbours, they would be 
contented with what we readily gave up to them, and 
not perſiſt in preſerving the keys of a country, on ow 
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liberty they had no ambitious deſigns. But you know 
them not, O wiſe ſenior; it is our great misfortune to 
know them, Forbear, O beloved of the Gods, to 
retard a juſt and neceſſary war, without which Heſ- 
ria could never hope for a laſting peace. Ungrate- 
ul, falſe and cruel nation, whom the angry Gods ſent 
amongſt us to trouble our repoſe, and to chaſtiſe us for 
our crimes! But having puniſhed us, ye Gods! you 
will revenge us: You will not be leſs righteous with 
regard to our enemies than to us. | 5 
At theſe words the whole aſſembly was greatly agi- 
tated, and Mars and Bellona ſeemed to go from rank to 
rank, re-kindling in their hearts the rage of war, which 
Mentor endeavoured to relinquiſh. He thus reſumed 
his diſcourſe. | | 
Had 1 nothing but promiſes to offer to you, you 
might refuſe to rely upon them; but I offer you an 
undoubted and preſent ſecurity. If you are not ſatis- 
fied with having Telemachus and me for hoſtages, vou 
ſhall have ve of the moſt eminent and valiant 
— — But it is LY you __ _ give 
on your part; omeneus, who ſincerely 
— 3 it without fear or cowardice; 
he defires it, as you yourſelves fay that you defired it, 
through wiſdom and moderation ; but not * the 
love of an effeminate life, or a want of refolution at 
the 2 of the dangers with which war threatens 
— He is ready to die or to conquer, but he 
prefers peace to the moſt ſhining victory; he would be 
aſhamed to be afraid of being vanquiſhed, but he is 
afraid to be unjuſt, and is not aſhamed to rectify what 
he has done amiſs. With ſword in hand he offers peace, 
and does not defire imperiouſly to preſcribe the con- 
dition of it; for he values not a forced peace. He 
| Wiſhes for a peace with which all parties may be ſatiſ- 
fied, which may put an end to all jealouſies, allay all 


animofities, and remove all diffidence. In a word, 1do- | 


meneus entertains ſuch ſentiments as 1 am ſure you de- 
fire he ſhould. Nothing remains but to convince you 
of this, which will be no difficult matter, if you will 
hear me with a calm an unprejudiced mind. * 
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Hear then, ye valiant people, and you, ye and 
well united chiefs, hear har I. offer — on Ty Bob of 
Idomeneus. As it is not juſt that he ſhould have it in 
his power to enter into the dominions of his neighbours, 
nor that they ſhould have it in their power to enter into 
his; he conſents that the defiles which he has fortified 
with high towers, ſhall be guarded by neutral troops. 
You, Neſtor, and you, Philoctetes, are Grecks by birth 


bat on this occaſion you have declared againſt Idome- 


neus. You cannot therefore be ſuſpected of being too 
favourable to his intereſts. What animates you, is the 
common cauſe of the peace and liberty of Heſperia; be 


then the truſtees and guardians of theſe paſſes which are 


the cauſe of the war. It is not leſs your intereſt to 


| Hinder the ancient inhabitants of Heſperia from deftroy- 


ing Sal-ntum, a new colony of Greeks, like thoſe which 
you have founded, than to hinder Idomeneus from uſurp- 
ing the territories of his neighbours. Hold the balance 
between them, and inſtead of carrying fire and. ſword 


among a people whom you ought to love,. reſerve to your» 


ſelxes the glory of being their judges and mediitors. You 
will tell me that you ſhould think theſe conditiensadmirs 
_ if you could be aſſured that —_— — woe | 
ully perform rhem: I am going to ſatisfy you as to | 
The hoſtages I have — 16 will be a mutual ſecu- 
rity, till all the paſſes are pledged in your hands. When 
the ſafety of all Heſperia, when that of Saleptum it- 
ſelf, and of Idomeneus, is in your power, will you not 
be ſatisfied? Whom afterwards can you miſtruſt, ex- 
cept you miſtruſt yourſelves? You are afraid to confide 
in Idomeneus, and Idomeneus is ſo far from deſigning 
to deceive you, that he deſires to confide in you. Yes, 
to you. will he entruſt the repoſe, the lives and liberties 
of himſelf and all his ſubjects. If it be true that you- 
only wiſhed for a good peace, lo! ſhe offers herſelf to 


| You, and leaves you no pretence to draw back. Once 


again, imagine not that fear reduces Idomeneus to make 
theſe offers; it is wiſdom and juſtice which engage him 
to take this ſtep, without being in any pain whether you 
impute to weakneſs what he does out of a 8 to vir- 
tue. At firſt he committed ſome errors, he glories 
in acknowledging them by theſe propoſals, wherein he 

prevents 


— 
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prevents you. It is weakneſs, it is vanity, it is groſa 
ignorance of our own intereſt, to hope to canceal our 
— by endeavouring to maintain them with pride 
and haughtineſy, Who owns his errors to his enemy, 
and offers to make ſatisfaction for them, thereby ſhows 
that he is become incapable of committing them, and 
that his adverſary has every thing to apprehend from 
ſo wiſe and reſolyte a conduct, unleſs he concludes a 
peace. Take care left you in _ turn give him cauſe 
to lay the blame upon you. If you reje peace and 
juſtice which court you now, peace and juſtice will be 
revenged. Idomeneus, who had reaſon to fear that he 
ſhould find the Gods incenſed againſt him, will now have 
them on his fide _n you. Telemachus and 1 will 
ſight in his juſt cauſe. I call all the Gods of heaven and 
hell to be witneſſes of the mn propoſals I make you, 
This ſaid, Mentor lifted up his arms to ſhew theſe 
numerous nations the olive branch, which he held in 
his hand as a fign of peace. The chiefs, who viewed 
*him near, were ſurpriſed and dazzled at the divine fire 
which ſparkled in his eyes. He appeared with a cer- 
tain majeſty and authority ſuperior to every thing that 
is ſeen in the teſt of mortals. The enchantment 
of his ſweet and powerful words raviſhed their hearts; 
they were like thoſe ſpells, which in the profound 
filence of the night, ſuddenly arreſt the moon and the 
ſtars in the midſt of Olympus, calm the enraged ſea, 
filence the winds and the waves, and ſuſpend the courſe 
of the moſt rapid rivers. - | 

Mentor was in the midſt of theſe furious nations, 
like Bacchus when he was ſurrounded by tygers, which 
forgetting their fierceneſs, and drawn by the force of 
his enchanting voice, came to lick his feet, and to 
fawn upon him. At firſt there was a profound ſilence 
through all the army. The com rs looked one 
on another, unable to withſtand this man, or to con- 
ceive who he was. All the troops were motionleſs and 


faſtened their eyes u him, not daring, to . leſt 
he ſhould have LIC more.to ſay, = 442 
prevent his being heard, "Though they could think 
of nothing to add to what he had ſaid, wiſhed 


that he had ſpoken longer. All that he uttered 
| | was 
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was as it were engraved on every heart. As he ſpoke, 
he gained their love, he' gained their belief; every one 
was eager and waiting as it were to catch the leaſt ſylla- 
ble that iſſued from his mouth. | 

At length after a pretty long ſilence, there was heard a 
hollow noiſe that ſpread itſelf by degrees ; it was no lon- 
ger the confuſed clamour of people raging with indig- 
nation, but on the contrary a gentle friendly murmur. 

here was already ſeen in every face I know not what of 
ſerenity and mildneſs. The Mandurians who were ſo 
much irritated, felt that their arms were dropping out of 
their hands. The fierce Phalantus and his Lacedzmo- 
nians were ſurpriſed to find their hearts ſo ſoftened. The 
ieſt began to long for the happy peace which had been 
diſplayed before them. Philoctetes, having a quicker 
ſenie than others by the experience of his own misfor- 
tunes, could not ſuppreſs his tears. Neſtor, who was ſo 
. much tranſported with Mentor's diſcourſe as not to be able 
to ſpeak, tenderly embraced him; and alP the people at 
once, as though it had been an appointed Hud 3 imme- 
diately cried out, O wiſe old man, you diſarm us! 
peace! peace ! I „ 
Neſtor preſently attempted to ſpeak ; but all the im- 
patient R fearing that he was going to ſtart ſome 
difficulty or other, cried out again, Peace! peace! Nor 
could they be filenced till all the chiefs of the army 
joined their cry of peace, peace. 9 47 
Neſtor ſeeing that he had not the liberty to make a 
ſpeech in form, contented himſelf with ſaying, You ſee, 
Mentor, the force of the words of a man of probity. 
When wiſdom and virtue ſpeak, they calm all the paſ- 
ſions. Our juſt reſentments are changed into friendſhip 
and defires of a laſting peace; we accept of the peace 
you offer us. At the 2 time all the commanders held 
out their hands as a ſign of conſennt. „ 
Mentor ran to the gate of Salentum to order it to be 
opened, and to let Idomeneus know that he inight come 
out of the city without uſing any precautions, Neſtor in 
the metin time-embraced Telemachus, ſaying, Amiable 
ſon of the wiſeſt of all the Greeks, may you be as wiſe 
and more happy than he. Have you diſcovgre: n 


— 
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of his fortunes? The remembrance of your father whom 
you reſemble, has been a means of ſtifling our indignation, 
Phalanthus, though obdurate and ſavage, though he never 
ſaw Ulyſſes, was moved by his misfortunes and by thoſe of 
his ſon. They were preſſing Telemachus to relate his 
adventures, when Mentor returned with Idomeneus and 
a train of all the Cretan youth. | 
At the ſight of Idomeneus, the allies felt that their re- 
ſentment was kindling again ; but the words of Mentor 
extinguiſhed the fire when it was juſt ready to break out, 
Why do we delay, ſaid he, to conclude th s holy alliance, 
of which the Gods will be both witneſſes and defenders ? 
May they avenge it, if ever any impious wretch ſhould 
dare to violate 1t, and may all the terrible evils of war, 
inſtead of cruſhing the faithful and innocent people, fall 
on the perjured and execrable head of the ambitious man 
who ſhall trample under foot the ſacred rights of this :1- 
liance! May he be deteſted by Gods and men! May he 
never enjoy the fruits of his perfidy ! May the internal 
Furies, in the moſt hideous forms, provoke his rage and 
deſpair! May he drop down dead without hopes of ſepul- 
ture! May his body become a prey to dogs and vultures, 
and may he in hell, in the deep gulph of Tartarus, be 
for ever more cruelly tortured than Tantalus, Ixion and 
the Danaids! Or rather, may this peace be as unſhaken 
as the rocks of Atlas which ſupport the heavens! May 
all theſe nations revere it, and enjoy its fruits from ge- 
neration to generation! May the names of thoſe who | 
fivear to it be mentioned with love and veneration by our 
lateſt poſterity ! May this peace, founded on juſtice and 
integrity, be the model of every peace which fhall here- 
after be made in all the countries of the world ; and may 
all nations that, defire to make themſelves happy by uni- 
ting together, imitate the nations of Heſperia! 
| This ſaid, Idomeneus and the other kings ſwore to the 
eace on the condition that had been agreed upon. 
Twelve hoſtages were given on each fide, Telemachus 
inſiſts on being one of the numbers of thoſe given by Ido- 
meneus; but Mentor is not permitted to be one, be- 
cauſe the allies defire that he may remain with Idome- 
neus, in erder to be anſwerable for his conduR and for 
that of his counſellors, till the entire execution * 
* Es 4 a + gy 
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things which were promiſed. An hundred heifers. as 
white as ſnow were ſacrificed between the city and the 
army, and as many bulls of the ſame colour, whoſe horns 
were gilt and adorned with garlands. The neighbour- 
ing mountains rang with the frightful bellowings of the 
victims, which fell beneath the — knife. The ſmoak- 
ing blood ſtreamed every where. Exquiſite wine was 
poured forth in abundance for the libations. The Haruſ. 
ices conſulted the yet-panting entrails, and the prieſts 
— incenſe on the altar, which formed a thick cloud, 
and perfumed the whole country with its odors, 

can while the ſoldiers on both ſides ceaſing to view 

each other with hoſtile eyes, began to diſcourſe to 
of their adventures; they already refreſhed themſelves 
after their toils, and had a foretaſte of the ſweets of 
ce. Several who had been with Idomeneus at. the 
ege of Troy, knowing thoſe of Neftor again who had 
fought in the ſame war, tenderly embraced each other, 
and mutually related what had befallen them, fince they 
had deſtroyed the haughty city which was the ornament 
of all Aſia. They were already laid down on the graſs, 
were crowned with flowers, and drank the wine together 
which was brought in large veſſels from the city, to ce- 
lebrate ſo happy a day. 5 
Of a ſudden Mentor ſaid, O princes, O aſſembled 
tains, you ſhall henceforth be but one people under 
ifferent names and different chiefs : So righteous 
Gods, who love mankind whom they made, are pleaſed 
to be the bond of their perfect union. All the human 
kind 1s but one family, diſperſed over the face of the 
whole earth; all men are brothers, and ought to love 
each other as ſuch. Curſe on thoſe impious wretches who 
ſeek a cruel glory in the blood of their brothers, which 
is their own blood! War indeed is ſometimes neceſſary ; 
but it is the ſhame of the human race that it is unavoĩd- 
able on ſome occaſions. Say not, princes, that it is de- 
firable in order to acquire glory: true glory is not to be 
found beyond the limits of humanity. prefers his 
own. glory to the feelings of humanity, is a monſter of 
pride, not a man: he will not even obtain more than 
a falſe glory; for true glory is found only in moderation 
and gpodneſs, Men may flatter him to gratify his fooliſh 
vanity : 
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vanity ; but they will always ſay of him in private, when 
hay ol ſpeak ſincerely, He merited Sas 4 ſo much the 
leſs, as his paſſion for it was unreaſonable. Mankind 
ought not to eſteem him, ſince he ſo little eſteemed man- 
kind, and was prodigal of their blood through a brutal 


lov them; who conſides in his nei urs, and is 
confided in by them ; who inſtead of making war againſt 
them, prevents their having wars with each other, and 
cauſes all foreign nations to envy the happin-ſs of his 


ſubjects in having him for their king! Be mindful there- 


fore to aſſemble together from time to time, O you who 
govern the moſt powerful cities of Heſperia; let there be 
a general meeting every three years of all the kings here 
preſent to renew this alliance by a freſh oath, to confirm 


your plighted friendſhip, and to conſult about your com- 


mon intereſts, While you continue united, you will en- 
joy, in this fine country, peace, glory and abundance : 
abroad yeu will always be invincible. Nothing but 
diſcord, which came from hell to plague mankmd, can 
diſturb the felicity which the Gods are preparing for 


ou. f 

; Neſtor replied, You ſee by the readineſs with which 
we make peace, how far we are from deſiring to make 
war through vain glory, or an unreaſonable Juſt of aggran- 
diſing ourlelves ar the * of our neighbours, But 
what can we do when we border on a violent prince, who 
knows no law but his intereſt, and who loſes no 
n:ty of invading the territories of other ſtates ? , 
not that I fpeak of Idomeneus ; no, I no longer entertain 
ſuch a thought of him; it is Adraſtus king of the Dau- 
nians, from whom we have every thing to fear. He de- 
ſpiſes the Gods, and imagines that all men who are born 
into the world, are born only to promote his g by 
their ſervitude. He will have no ſubjeQs, of whom he 
may be the king and the father; he will have flaves and 


adorers. He cauſes divine honours to be paid him. Hi- 


therto blind fortune has favoured his moſt unjuſt enter- 
prizes. We made haſte to attack Salentum, to get rid 


of the weakeſt of our enemies, who had only began to 


eſlabliſh himſelf on this coaft, in order to turn our arms 
x A | aſterwatde 
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afterwards againſt this more powerful foe. He has al“ 
ready taken ſeveral cities fromm our allies. The Croto” 
| nians have loſt two battles againſt him. He makes uſe 
of all forts of means to gratify his ambition : Force and 
fraud, all is equal to him, provided he cruſhes his ene- 
mies. He has amaſs'd great treaſures ; his troops are 
diſciplined and inured to war; his captains are ex 
rienced; he is well ſerved ; he continually has his eyes 
himſelf on all who act under him; he puniſhes the leaſt 
faults ſeverely, and liberally recompenſes the ſervices 
which are done him. His own valour ſupports and ani- 
mates that of all his troops. He would be a moſt accom- 
pliſhed prince, if juſtice and integrity were the rules of 
is conduct; but fears neither the Gods nor the re- 
proaches of his conſcience ; he even reckons reputation as 
nothing ; he looks upon it as a vain phantom, which re- 
Cn only weak minds ; —— _ — and ſo- 
lid good, but the poſſeſſion of great riches, t ing dread- 
ed, and the trampling — under foot. His ar- 
my will ſoon appear upon our territorics ; and if the union 
ſo many nations does not put us in a condition to op- 
poſe him, all hopes of liberty will be taken- from us. It 
is Idomeneus's intereſt as well as ours, to reſiſt this neigh- 
bour, who can ſuffer nothing in his neighbourhood to be 
free, Were we vanquiſhed, Salentum would be threat- 
ened with the ſame fate. Let us all therefore make haſte 
to prevent him. While Neſtor was ſpeaking thus, they 
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againſt the Daunians their enemies. Ment,r. who is de- 
frrous t9 regulate the polity of the city of Salentum, amd ta. 
iure the peuple m agriculture, orders matters fo that they 
are ſatisfied wwith beter Cater or ah at hk head of an 
hundred noble Cretams. After his departure, Mentor 
takes an exat ' furwey of the city and the port, informs 
himſelf of every — and cauſes Idomeneus to make new 
regulations with regard to trade and government, to di- 
wide the people into ſeven claſſes, whoſe rank and birth - 
he diſtinguiſhes by a diverſity of Babits, = to Suppreſs 
luxury and uſeleſs arts, in order to employ the artificers in 
agriculture, «which he renders honourable. : 


HE whole army of the allies had now grecked their 
tents, and the plain was covered with rich pavilions 
of all ſorts of colours, in which the weary Heſperians 
were waiting for ſleep. When the kings! with ich theie retinue 
were come into the city, they ſeemed ſurprized that ſo 
22 buildings had been raiſed in ſo ſhort a 
ume, that the jncumbrance of ſo conſiderable * 
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had not hindered this infant city from riſing and being 


embelliſhed all at once. | 

They admired the wiſdom and vigilance of Idome- 
neus who had founded ſo fine a kingdom; and every 
one concluded that peace being made with him, the 
allies would be very powerful, if he would enter into 
their league againſt the Daunians. This was propoſed 
to Idomeneus ; he could not reject ſo — a pro- 

fition, and promiſed a ſupply of troops. But as 
— was not ignorant of any thing which is ne- 
ceſſary to make a ſtate flouriſh, he knew that the forces 
of Idomeneus could not be ſo conſiderable as they 
ſeemed to be; he took him afide, and addreſt him thys : 

You ſee that our cares have not been uſeleſs to you. 
Salentum is preſerved from the e. is which threatened 


her: it will be your own fault if you do not raiſe her 


glory to the heavens, and equal the wiſdom of your 
andfather Minos in the government of your people. 
1 — to ſpeak to you freely, ſuppoſing that you 


deſire it, and chat you abhor all flattery. While the kings 
were extolling your magnificence, I was thinking within 


myſelf of the raſhneſs of your conduct. At the word 
raſhneſs, Idomeneus's countenance changed, his eyes 
were diſordered, he reddened and could Rardly help in- 
terrupting Mentor, to expreſs his reſentment. Mentor 


faid to him with a modeſt and reſpectful, but free and 


undaumed voice, I plainly ſce that tl. e word raſhneſs 
pffends you. It would have been wrong ip any body 
but me to have uſed it; for kings ought to be treated 
with reſpett, and their delicacy tenderly handled, even 
when we reprove them. Truth of itſelf ſhccks them 
enough without the addition of harſh terms; but I ima- 
ined that you could bear me to ſpeak to you without any 
— in order to ſhow you four error. My deſign 


vn to accuſtom you to hear things called by their name, 


and to pereeive that when others give you advice about 
your conduct. they never dare to ſpeak all that they 
think, It is Sy if you would not be deceived, 
always to underftand -more than they ſay concerning 

things which are not to your advantage. For my part, 
1 wa foftey my words according to your neceſſities; 


bur it is uſrful to you, that a man of no intereſt or con- 
| ; ſequence 
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ſequence ſhould ſpeak a tough lan to you in pri- 
eine. No bod 2 will — — to * it: — 
will ſee the truth but by halves, and under fair diſguiſes. 

At theſe words Idomeneus, who had already recovered 
his temper, ſeemed alkamed of his delicacy. You ſee, 
ſaid he to Mentor, the effects of an habit of being flat- 
tered. To you I owe the ſafety of my new kingdom, 
and there is no truth which I ſhall not think myſelf ha 
pr in hearing from your mouth ; but pity a prince — 5 
has been porſoned by flattery, and has not been able, 
even in his misfortunes, to find men generous enough to 
tell him the truth. No, I have never met with one who 
loved me enough to diſpleaſe me, by telling me the 
whole truth. 

As he ſpoke theſe words, the tears came into-his eyes, 
and he tenderly embraced Mentor : Upon which that 


wiſe old man ſaid, It is with paĩs that I force myſelf to 


ſay ſome harſh things to you; but can I betray you by 
hiding the truth from you ? Put yourſelf in my place. - 
If you dave hitherto been deceived, it was becauſe you 
were willing to be ſo; it was becauſe you were afraid of 


_ counſellors who were too ſincere. Have you ſought for 


men who were the moſt difintereſted and the m _ 
to contradict you? Have you been careful to chuſe ſuc 
as were the leaſt aſſiduous to pleaſe you, the leaſt ſelfiſh 


in their conduct, and the leaſt qualified to cenſure your 


unreaſonable paſſions and opinions? When you have met 
with flatterers, have you baniſhed them from your pre- 
ſence ? Were you miſtruſtful of them? Did you 

no confidence in them ? No, no, you have not done what 
they do who love truth, and deſerve to know it. Let us 
ſee if you will now have the courage to be humbled by 
the truth which condemns you. 

I was ſaying then, that what draws ſo much applauſe 
upon you, "+ Doan to be cenſured. While you had ſo 
many enemies abroad, who threatened ygur not yet well- 
eſtabliſhed kingdom, you attended te nothing in your 
new city but the erefting of magnificent buildings. It 
was that, as you yourſelt have owned to me, which coſt 
you fo many reſtleſs nights. You have exhauſted your 


riches ; you have not turned your thoughts to the increaſe 


of your people, nor to the cultivation of the fertile . 
i : 1 3 " | 0 a 
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of this coaſt, Are not theſe two things, a multitude of 
good ſubjects, and well · cultivated lands to maintain them, 
to be looked upon as the two eſſential baſes of your 
power? A long peace was neceſſary at firſt, to fa our the 
multiplication of your people. You ſhould have applied 
your thoughts wo to agriculture, and to the enacting of 
the wiſeſt laws. Vain ambition has puſhed you to the 
very brink of the precipice. By endeavouring to appear 
eat, you have well nigh ruined your true greatneſs. 
Make haſte to retrieve theſe errors; put a ſtop to all 
your magnificent buildings ; renounce this pomp, which 
would ruin your new city ; let your people breathe in 
peace, and bend all your. thoughts to make them abound, 
in order to facilitate marriages. Know that you are net 
a king but in proportion to the ſubjects which you have 
to govern; and that your power is to be meaſured, not 
by the extent of the territories you poſſeſs, but by the 
number of men who inhabit them, and are zealous of 
obeying you, Poſſeſs a fertile tho' ſmall tract of land; 
ock it with multitudes of laborious and well - diſciplined 
Inhabitants, and behave ſo as to win their affectlon; 
and you are more powerful, more happy, and more 
glorious, than all tte conquerors who ravage ſo many 
kingdoms. - i | e 
hat ſhall 1 do then with regard to theſe kings, re- 
plied Idomeneus: Shall I confefs my weakneſs to them: 
t is true that I have neglected agriculture, and even 


trade which is ſo eaſy to me on this coaſt ; I have thought 
only of erecting a magnificent city. Muſt I therefore, 


my dear Mentor, . myſelf in an aſſembly of fo 
many princes, and diſcover my imprudence ? If I muſt, 
Iwill; I will do it without heſitation, whatever pain it 
may coſt me; for you have taught me that a true king, 
who is born for his people, owes himſelf entirely to 


them, ought to prefer the welfare of his kingdom to his 


own reputation. 

This ſentiment is worthy of the father of his people, 
replied Mentor; it is by this goodneſs, and not by the 
vain magnificence of your city, that I perceive in you 
the ſoul of a true king. Bur your honour muſt be ſaved 


ter to me; Iwill go 


even for the intereſt A kingdom. Leave this mat- 


inform theſe kings that you a 
engaged 
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en to eſtabliſh Ulyſſes, if he be ſtill living, or at 
leaſt his ſon, in the r ſway of Ithaca, and that you 
are reſolved to expel from it hy force all Penelope 
ſuitors. They will eaſily coneeive that this war will 
require a great number of troops, and will therefore con- 
ſent to your furniſhing them only with a ſmall ſupply at 
firſt againſt the Daunians. „ | | 
At theſe words Idomeneus looked like a man caſed of 
an heavy burden. You, my dear friend, ſaid he to Men- 
tor, ſave my honour and the reputation of this rifing city, 


by concealing my weakneſs from all my neighbours; but 
what probability would there be in ſaying, that I will 


ſend troops to Ithaca to eftabliſh Ulyſſcs there, or at leaſt 
his ſon Telemachus, fince Telemachus himſelf is engaged 
10 go to the war againſt the Daunians? Be not uneaſy, 
replied Mentor; 1 will ſay nothing but the truth, T 

ſhips which you wall ſend to eſtabliſh our trade, ſhall go 


to the coaſt of Epirus, and do two things at once; they 


ſhall invite back to your coaſt the foreign merchants 
whom too high duties keep from Salentum, and endea. 


vour to learn news of Ulyſſes. If he be till living, he 


cannot be far from the ſeas which divide Greece from 
Italy, and it is confidently reported that he has been ſeen 
among the Phzacians. And tho' there was no hopes of 


ſeeing him again, your veſſels will do à fignal piece of 


ſervice to his ſon, by ſpreading in Ithaca and al! the 
neighbouring countries the terror of the name of the 
young Telemachus, who is thought to be dead as well as 
his father. Penelope's wooers will be ſurpriſed to hear 
that he is ready to return with the ſuccours of a powerful 
ally; the Ithacans will not dare to ſhake off the yoke; 
Penelope will be comforted, and perſevere in celufing to 
make choice of a new huſband. Thus will you ſerve Te. 
lemachus, while he * your place among the conſe- 
derates of this coaſt of Italy * the Daunians. 
Hereupon Idomeneus cried out, Happy the prince who 
is ſupported by wiſe counſels! A prudent and faithful 
friend is of more worth to a king than victorious armies ! 
But doubly happy the king who is fenſible of his happi- 
neſs, and knows how to make his advan'age of it by a 
right uſe of wife counſcls! For it often happens that he 
| 14 | removes 


192 TELEMACHUS. Book XII. 


removes from his confidence men of wiſdom and integrity 
who awe him by their virtue, in order to liſten to flat- 
terers whoſe treachery he does not apprehend. I my ſelf 
have fallen into this error, and I will tell you all the 
evils which were brought upon me by a falſe friend 
who flattered my paſſions, in hopes that I in my turn 
would flatter his. 5 

Mentor eaſily convinced the confederate kings, that 
Idomeneus ought to charge bimſelf with Telemkchus's 
affairs, whilſt he went 5 them. They were ſatisfied 
with having the young ſon of Ulyſſes in their army; with 
an hundred Cretan youths, who were ordered by Ido- 
me eus to accompany him, and were the flower of the 
on nobility whom the king had brought from Crete. 

entor had adviſed him to ſend them to this war. It is 
neceſſary, ſaid he, to take care in times of peace to mul- 
tiply the people ; but leſt the whole nation ſhould grow 
effeminate and ignorant of military affairs, the young 
nobility muſt be ſent to foreign wars. They will ſuffice 
to keep up in the whole nation an emulation of glory, a 
love of arms, a contempt of ſatigues and of death itlelf, 
and a knowledge of the art of war. - 

The confederate kings departed from Salentum well 
ſatisfied with Idomeneus, charmed with the wiſdom of 
Mentor, and overjoyed at taking Telemachus with them. 
But Telemachus could not moderate his grief when he 
was to part from his friend, Whilſt the allies were 
taking their leave, and ſwearing to Idomeneus that they 

— maintain an eternal league with him: Mentor 
held Telemachus fat in his arms, and felt himſelf be- 
dewed with his tears. I feel no . eh N 
in going to acquire glory; I am ſenſible of nothing but 
che poli of — am” Methinks I ſee that 2 
again, wheu the Egyptians ſnatched me out of your arms 
and ſent me far from you, without leaving me any hopes 
of ſeeing you again. _ | 

Mentor made a kind reply to theſe words, in order 
to comfort him. This, faid he, is a very different ſepa- 
ration; it is voluntary, it will be ſhort ; you are going in 

rſuit of victory. You muſt love me, my ſon, with a 
2 tender and more manly affection. Accuſtom your- 

ſelf to my abſence; you will not always have me with 
you, 
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you. It muſt be wiſdom and virtue, rather than 
op <a preſence, which ſuggeſt to you what you ought 
to do. 3 
As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, the Goddeſs, concealed un- 
der the form of Mentor, covered Telemachus with her 
Egis, and infuſed into him a ſpirit of wiſdom and fore- 
ſight, intrepid valour and gentle moderation, which are 
ſo ſeldom found together. Go, ſaid Mentor, into the 
midſt of the greateft dangers, as often as your going into 
them will be uſeful. A prince diſhonours himſelf more 
by ſhunning dangers in battles, than by never going to 
the war. The courage of him who commands others, 
muſt not be doubtful. If the preſervation of a chief or 
king be neceſſary to a people, it is ſtill more neceſſary 
to them that his reputation, as to valour, be unqueſ- 
tionable. Remember that he who commands, ought to 
be a pattern to all others; his example ought to ani- 
mme the whole army. Fear not, therefore, O Telema- 
chus, any kind of danger, but periſh in battle rather 
than raiſe a doubt of your courage. Flatterers, who will 
be the moſt eager io hinder you from expoſing yourſelf to 
danger when it is necefary, will be the firſt to accuſe you 
of cowardice in private, if they find you eaſihy with-held 
on theſe occaſions : but then do not go in queſt of need- 
leſs —_— Valour- cannot be a virtue, unleſs it be 
governed by prudence ; it is otherwiſe a ſenſeleſs con- 
tempt of life, and a brutal ardour ; raſh valour is never 
ſafe. Who is not maſter of himſelf in dangers, is ra- 
ther fizry than brave; he muſt be befide himſelf in order 
to be raiſed above fear, becauſe he cannot get the better 
of it by the natural temper of his heart. Ta this condi- 
tion, if he does not run away, he is at leaſt confounded ; 
he loſes that freedom of mind which is neceflary to give 
proper orders, to improve opportunities, to rout the 
enemy, and to ſerve his country. If he has all the heat 
of a ſoldier, he has not the diſcretion of a commander: 
nay, he has not the real courage of à common ſol- 
dier; for the ſoldier is to preſerve in battle that pre- 
ſence of mind and temper which are neceſſary to o- 
bey. Who rafhl — himſelf, diſturbs the order 
and diſcipline. of the * ſets an example of teme- 
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rity, and often expoſes the whole army to great diſ. 
aſters. They who prefer vain ambition to the ſafety 
of the common cauſe, deſerve to be puniſhed, and not 
to be rewarded. | 
Take heed therefore, my dear ſon, of purſuing glory 
with too much eagerneſs. 'I'he true way to find it is 
calmly to wait for a favourable opportunity : virtue at- 
tracts ſo much the more reverence, as ſhe appears the 
more plain, the more modeft, the more averſe to all 
oſtentation, As the neceſſity of expoſing ourſelves to 
danger increaſes, we need freſh ſupplies of forecaſt and 
courage, which continually become greater. For what re- 
mains, remember that you muſt not draw upon yourſelf the 
envy of any man, On your part, be not jealous of the ſuc- 
ceſs of others; praiſe them tor all that merits praiſe, but 
praiſe them udicioully ; relate 'the good with pleaſure, 
conceal the ill, and do not even think of it without pain. 
Be not peremptory before the old commanders, who have 
the experience which you want; hear them with defer- 
ence, aſk their advice, deſire the moſt able of them to 
inſtruct you, and be not aſhamed to attribute all-your 
beſt actions to their inſtructions. Never liſten to diſ- 
courſes which may be deſigned to excite your difiidence 
or jealouſy of the other commanders. Converſe with 
them with confidence and frankreſs. If you think the 
| have been wanting in reſpect to you, unboſom yourſelf 
to them, and lay all your reaſons before them. If they 
are capable of perceiving the generoſity of ſuch a con- 
duct, you will charm and draw from them every thing 
which you have any grounds to expect; if on the con- 
* trary, they are not r.aſonable enough to come into your 
opinion, your own experience will teach you what in- 
juries may be ex from them; you will take your 
m-aſures ſo as not to be again expoſed to the danger of 
having any more diſputes with them as long as the war 
laſts, and will have nothing to reproach yourſelf withal. 
But above all, take care not to impart to certain flatter- 
ers, who are ſowers of diſſention, the grounds of the un- 
eaſineſs which you may think you have againſt the chief 
of the army you are in. I will ſtay here, continued 
Mentor, to ai Idomeneus in the neceſſity he is under of 
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toiling for the welfare of his people, and to cauſe him to 
put the finiſhing ftroke to his reparation of the errors, 
which ill counſels and flatterers have induced him to 
= commit in the eſtabliſhment of his new kingdom. | 
Hereupon Telemachus could not forbear diſcovering 
to Mentor ſome ſurpriſe and even ſome contempt of Ido- 
| meneus's conduct; but Mentor rebuked him for it in a 
ſevere tone. Are you ſurpriſed, ſaid he, that the wor- 
| thieſt men are but men, and betray ſome remains of the 
weakneſſes of humanity among the innumerable fnares 
and difficulties which are inſeparable from royalty? Ido- 
meneus indeed has been bred up in notions of pomp and 
haughrineſs ? but what philoſopher could have ded 
_ himſelf againſt flattery, he been in his place? It is 
true, that he ſuffered himſelf to be too much biafſed by 
thoſe in whom he confided ; but the wiſeſt princes are 
often deceived, „ Nr precautions they take to — 
vent it. A king cannot do without miniſters to lighten 
his burden and to confide in, ſince he cannot do all things 
himſelf. Beſides, a king is much leſs acquainted than 
private men with thoſe who are about him; they are 
always maſked in his preſence, and practiſe all kind of 
artifices to deceive him. Alas! my dear Telemachus, 
you will experience this but too much? We find in man- 
kind neither the virtue nor talents which we look for 
them. In vain do we ftudy and ſound them, for we are 
” daily miſtaken in them. Nay, we can never make 
the of men, ſuch. as we want to make them for the 
blick good. They have. their prejudices, their incon- 
— their jealouſies; they are rarely to be per- 
1 corrected. _ _ 2 : _ | 
The more le a prince has to govern, the more mi- 
niſters he lh in order to do ＋ what he can- 
not do himſelf; and the more men he is obliged to truſt . 
with authority, the more liable he is to be ved in 
the choice of them. The man who to- day unmercifully 
cenſures Kings, would to-morrow govern worſe than they, 
and commit the ſame faults with others infinitely greater, 
were he entruſted with the ſame power. A private con- 
dition, when it is attended with a little wit and a fluency 
of ſpeech, hides all natural defects, brightens dazzling 
3 16 0 
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| talents, and makes a man ſeem worthy of all the poſts to 


which he is not advanced; but authority brings all qua- 
Liſieations to a ſevere teſt, and diſcovers great imper- 
ſections. Greatneſs is like certain glaſſes which magnify 
all objects; all defects ſeem to grow bigger in — ele- 
vated ſtations, where the minuteſt things have important 


cConſequences, and the ſlighteſt over ſights violent effects. 
The whole world is hourly employed in obſcrving a ſingle 


man, and in judging him with the utmoſt rigour. They 
who judge him, have no experience of his condition ; 
they are not ſenſible of the difficulties of it, and require 
him to be ſo perfect, that they will not permit him 
Aud yet a king, however good and wiſe 
he may be, is ſtill a man; his genius has bounds, and. 
his virtue alſo; he has humours, paſſions, habits, of 
which he is not the abſolute maſter. He is beſet with 


artful and intereſted perſons ; he finds not the aſſiſtance 


he ſecks for, and falls daily into miſtakes, ſometimes 
through his own paſſions, and ſometimes through thoſe of 
his miniſters. Hardly has he repaired one fault, but he 
relapſes into another. Such is the condition of the wiſeſt 
and moſt virtuous princes. . 

I be lon beſt reigns are too ſhort and imper- 
ſect to rectify in the end, the miſtakes which have been 
inadvertently committed in their beginnings. All theſe 
miſeries are inherent in a crown. Human weak neſs 
finks under ſo heavy a burden; we ſhould pity and x- 
cuſe kings. How are they to be pitied in having ſo 


many men to govern, whoſe wants are infinite, and who 


2 ſo much trouble to thcſe who endcavour to govern 
em well. To ſpeak freely, men are very much to be 


pitied in that they are to be governed by a king who is 


t a man like them; for it would require Gods to re- 
form men. But kings are not leſs to be pitied, ſince 
being but men, that is weak and imperfeR, they are to 


govern this innumerable multitude of corrupt and de- 
ceitful men. 


Telemachus replied with ſome waraith, Idomeneus 
by his own fault leſt the kingdom of his anceſtcrs, in 
-rete, and but for your counſels he would have loft a 


ſecond at Salentum. I own, anfwered Mentor, that * 
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has been guilty of great faults; but look in Greece, 
and in all the other beſt governed countries, for a prince 
who has not committed inexcuſable ones. The greateſt 
men have in their temper and in the turn of their mind, 
certain defects which give them a wrong bias, and the 
moſt r are they who have the courage to ac- 
knowledge and correct their errors. Do you think that 
Ulyſſes, the great Ulyfles your father, who is the pat- 
tern of all the kirgs of G 


his dangers and difficulties, when fortune made him her 
ſport? How often has Minerva reſtrained him or ſet 
him right, that ſhe might continually lead lim to glory 
by the path of virtue? Do not even expect, when you 
ſee him reigning in all his glory in Ithaca, to find him. 
without imperfections; you will undoubtedly ſee ſome 
in him. Greece, Aſia, and the iſlands of every ſea have 
admired him notwithſtanding theſe failings; a thouſand 
admirable qualities cauſe them to be forgotten. You 
will be very happy in having an opportunity to admire 
him alſo, and continually to ſtudy him as a pattern. 
Accuſtom yourſelf, Telemachus, not to expect from 
the greateſt -men more than humanity is able to per- 
form. Inexperienced youth gives a looſe to preſumptu- 
ous cenſures, which give it a diſguſt of all the examples 
which it ought to follow, and brings it into an incurable 
ſtate of indocility. You ought not only to love, reſpect, 


and imitate your father, tho' he be not perfect, but you 


ought alſo to have an i eſteem for Idomeneus. Not- 
withſtanding all that I have blamed in him, he is natu- 
rally fincere, upright, equitable, liberal, beneficent ; 
his valour is perfect; he deteſts fraud when he perceives 
it, and follows the real diſpoſition of his heart. All his 
external qualifications are great and adequate to his ſta- 
tion. His ingenuity in owning his miſtakes, his good- 
nature, his patience in ſuffering me to ſay the harſheſt 


things to him, his reſolution to do himſelf the violence 


of a public reparation of his errors, and thereby to place 
himſelf above the cenſures of men, diſcover a truly great 
ſoul. Good luck, or the advice of others, may preſerve 
a man of a very mean capacity from ſome Poe 

N ts; 
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recce, has not likewiſe his 
weakneſſes and faii:ngs? Had not Minerva conducted 
him ſtep by ſtep, how often would he have ſunk under 
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faults; but an extraordinary virtue can only engage a 
king, ſo long ſeduced by flattery, to rectify his errors: 
It is much more glorious thus to riſe again, than never 
to have fallen. Idomeneus has committed the faults 
which almoſt all princes commit, but- no prince does 
what he has done to correct himſelf. For my part, I 
could not forbear admiring him, at the ſame time that 
he permitted me to contradift him. Do yon admire 
him alſo, my dear Telemachus ; it is leſs for his reputa- 
tion than your benefit, that I give yau this advice. 

By this diſcourſe Mentor made Telemachus ſenſible, 
what danger there is of being unjuſt, when we ſuffer 
ourſelves to paſs ſevere cenſures on others, eſpecially on 
thoſe wha are charged with the cares and intricacies of 
government. He afterwards ſaid to him, It is time for 
you to depart; farewell. I will wait for you here, my 
dear Telemachus! Remember that they who fear the 
Gods, have nothing to fear from men. You will be in 
the greateſt dangers, but know that Minerva will never 
forſake you, ; 

At theſe words Telemachus thought that he felt the 
preſence of the Goddeſs, and he would certainly have 
known that it was Minerva who was ſpeaking in order 
to fill him with confidence, if the Goddeſs had not re- 
called the idea of Mentor by ſaying, Forget not, my 
ſon, all the pains which I have taken in your 1 
to make you as wiſe and valiant as your father. 
nothing which is unworthy of his great example, and 
the virtuous maxims which I have voured to inſtil 


into you. E 
The ſun was riſing, and gilt the tops of the mountains, 
when the kings went out of Salentum and rejoined their 
troops, which had encamped about the city, and now 
began to march under their commanders. On all fides 
were ſeen the heads of briftling pikes: the flaſhing of 
the ſhields dazzled the eye, and a cloud of duft aſcended 
to the heavens,.. Idomencus and Mentor conducted the 
confederate princes from the city to the plain. At 
length they parted, having interchanged the marks of a 
true friendſhip; and the allies no longer doubted that 
the peace would be laſting, now — 
14 tion 
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ſition of Idomeneus's heart, which had been repre- 
ented to them very different from what it was, becauſe 
a judgment had been formed of him not from bis natural 
temper, but from the flattering and unjuſt counſels to 
- which he had given himſelf up. | 

After the army was gone, 3 led Mentor into 
every quarter of the city. Let us ſee, ſaid Mentor, how 
many men you have both in the city and in the country; 
let us number them, and examine how many huſbandmen 
you have amongſt them. Let us ſee how much corn, wine, 
oil, and other uſeful things your lands produce in the 
leſs fruitful years. By this means we ſhall know whether 
the country furniſhes where ithal to ſubſiſt all irs inha- 
bitants, and whether it yields a ſurplus beſides to carry 
on a profitable trade with foreign nations. Let us enquire 
likewiſe into the number of your ſhips and ſeamen; it 
is by them that an eſtimate muſt be made of your power. 
He viſited the pon , went on board every particular ſhip, 
and informed himſelf to what country every veſſel trad- 
ed; what merchandize it carried out, what it took in re- 
turn, and what was the expence of its voyage; what 
were the loans of merchants to each other ; what compa- 
nies they formed amongft themſelves, to know if they 
were equitable and faithfully managed; and laſtly, what 
were a hazards of ſhipwreck and other miſchances of 
trade, * order Sor the ruin 'of 1 
through a greedineſs in often undertake things 
— ni above their — 1 : 5 , 

He appointed ſevere puniſhments for all bankruptcies, 
becauſe thoſe which are not fraudulent are almoft always 
cauſed by raſh undertakings. At the ſame time he laid 
down rules to make it eaſy to prevent them! He ap. 
pointed magiſtrates to whom the merchants gave an ac- 
count of their effects, profits, expences and enterprizes. 
They were never 2 to riſk the goods of others, 
nor could they riſk more than a moiety even of their 
own. Again, what they could not undertake fingly, 
they undertook in companies; and the laws of theſe 
companics were inviolable, by the ſevere puniſhments 
appointed for thoſe who ſhould not ' obſerve them. 
Moreover, trade was entirely free, and ſo far from 


being 


| 
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ing cram taxes, that rewards were promiſed 
= — * could draw the . of any 
new nation to Salentum. . 
People therefore quickly flocking hither from all parts, 
the trade of this city reſembled the flowing and ebbing of 
the ſea, and riches poured into it, as the waves roll one 
upon another. Every thing here was imported and ex- 
ported free of all duties, All that came in was uſeful ; 
all that went out, left behind it other riches in irs room, 
Strict juſtice preſided in the port in the midſt of fo many 
nations, Frankneſs, integrity, candour, from the top 
of theſe lofty towers ſeemed to invite hither the merchants 
of the remoteſt countries. Every one of theſe merchants, 


whether he came from the eaſtern ſhore, where the ſun 


daily ſprings from the boſom of the deep, or from the 
vaſt ocean, where, tired with his courſe, E extinguiſhes 
his flames, lived in the ſame peace and ſaſety at Salentum 
as in his own country. | | 
As for the inſide of the city, Mentor viſited all the 
magazines, all the tradeſmen's ſhops, and all public 
.p'aces, He prohibited all foreign commodities which 
might introduce pomp and luxury. He regulated the 
A » food, furniture, dimenſions aud ornaments of 
the houſes for all the different conditions. He baniſhed 
all ornaments of gold and filver, and ſaid to Idomeneus; 
- I know but one way to make your ſubjects frugal in their 
= „ which is to ſet them an example of it your- 
ſelf, It is neceſſary for you to have a certain majeſty in 
your appearance; but your authority will be Cllcently 
denoted by your guards, and the attendance ' of your 
.Priacipal officers. Be ſatisfied therefore with a purple 


robe of ſuperfine wool; let the officers of ſtate next to you 


be clad in the ſame wool, and all the difference conſiſt 


in the colour, and a ſmall embroidery of gold on the 
border of your own robe. Different colours will ſerve to 


diſtinguiſh the different conditions, without your having 
any need of gold, filver or precious ſtones. — the 


conditions by their birth. Place in the firſt rank thoſe 


of the moſt ancient and noble deſcent. Such as have the 
merit and authority of places will be well ſatisfied to 
come next to ancient and illuſtrious families, on, 
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have ſo long been in the poſſeſſion of the firſt honours. 
Men who are not ſo nobly bom, will readily give place 
to them, provided you accuſtom them not to forget their 
former conditions in a too high and a too ſudden eleva- 
tion, and praiſe che moderation of thoſe who are humble 
and modeſt in proſperity. The diſtinction which excites 
the leaſt envy, is that which proceeds from a long ſeries 
of anceſtors. | | 
As for virtue, it will be ſufficiently excited, and men 
will be eager enough to ſerve the ſtate, provided you 
beſtow crowns and ſtatues on illuſtrious actions, and 
make them the ſource of nobility to the children of thoſe 
who perform them. | 
Perſons of the firſt rank after you may be clad in white, 
with a gold fringe at the bottom of their garments. 
They may wear a gold ring on their finger, and a gold 
medal with your effigy on their neck. Thoſe of the ſe- 
cond rank may be clad in blue, and have a filver frin 
and the ring, but no medal. The third in green, with- 
out the ring and fringe, but with the medal. The 
fourth in yellow, The fifth in a pale red or roſe- colour. 
The fixth in a changeable white and red. The ſeventh, 
which will conſiſt of the loweſt of the people, in a mix- 
ture of white and yellow. OS 
Let theſe be the habits of the ſeven different deg 
of freemen; the ſlaves may be clothed in a dark . 
Thus without any expence will every one be diſtinguiſhed 
according to his rank, and all arts which only ſerve to 
cheriſh pride and vanity, will be baniſhed from Salentum. 
All the artiſts who may be employed in theſe pernicious 
arts, will be uſeful in the neceſſary arts which are few in 
number, or in trade, or agriculture. No change muſt 
ever be ſuffered either in the ſort of the cloth or faſhion 
of the cloaths ; for it is unworthy of men, deſtined to a 
ſerious and noble life, to amuſe themſelves with contriv- 
ing affected attire, or to ſuffer their wives, in whom theſe 

, amuſements would be leſs ſcandalous, ever to be guilty 
of this extravagance. 

ö Mentor, like a ſkilful gardener, who lops off the 
uſeleſs branches of fruit-trees, did thus endeavour to 
ſuppreſs pomp and vanity, which corrupted their man 

| ners 3 
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ners; he brought every thing back to a noble and frugal 
bows pm He likewiſe regulated the food of the citizens 
and ſlaves, What a ſhame; ſaid he, that men of the 
higheſt rank ſhould make their greatneſs conſiſt in ragoes, 
| whereby they enervate their minds, and continually ruin 

the health of their bodies! They ought to make their 


happineſs conſiſt in their temperance, in their pm 
eir good 


do good to others, and in the reputation which t 
actions will progure them. Temperance renders the 
Plaineſt food very agrecable ; it is that which beſtows the 


moſt yigoraus health, and the pureſt and moſt laſting 
pleaſures. Your repaſts therefore muſt be confined to the' 


ſt meats, but dreſt without any ſauces: the art of irri- 


tating men's appetites beyond their real wants, is an art 


Idomeneus was very ſenſible that he had been wrong in 
ſuffering the inhabitants of his new city to foften and cor- 
rupt their manners, by violating all the laws of Minos 
concerning ſobriety : But the wife Mentor let him know 
that the laws themſelves, tho' they were revived, would 
be uſeleſs, if the example of the king did not give them a 
ſanction which they could not derive from any thing elſe. 
Whereupon Idomenevs regulated his table; admitting 


nothing to it but excellent bread, a little wine of the 


rowth of the country, which is ſtrong and pleaſant, and 

uch plain food as he uſed to cat with the other Greeks at 
the ſiege of Troy. No body preſumed to complain of a 
law which the king — « þ upon himſelf; and ſo eve 
_ —— the ſu —— and delicacies in whic 
t to ves at their 

LE en fp 

fic which corrupted all tie youth. Nor did he with leſs 
| ſeverity condemn the Bacchanalian muſic, which is little 
leſs inebriating than wine, and is productive of riots, de- 
bauchery, and lewdneſs. - He confined all muſic to the 


feſtivals in the temples, there to celebrate the praiſes of 


the Gods, and of heroes who had left examples of the 
moſt extraordinary virtues. Nor did he but for the tem- 
ples allow of the grand ornaments of architecture, ſuch 
as columns, pediments, porticoes. He drew plain and 


beautiful plans for building an houſe that was Ro 


* 


162 TELEMACHUS. Book XII. 


reſſed ſoft and effeminate mu- 


. 
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and commodious for a numerous family, on a ſmall ſpot 
of ground; always taking care that the ſituation of it was 
healthful, that the apartments were independent on each 
other, that its axconomy and neatneſs might he eaſily 
preſerved, and that it might be repaired at a ſmall ex- 
pence. He ordered that every houſe which was at all 
conſiderable, ſhould have ewe and a liitle periſtyle, 
with ſmall rooms for all perſons that were free ; but he 
prohibited under ſevere penalties fuperfluous and mag- 
nificent apartments. 'Theſe different models of houſes, 
according to the largeneſs of each family, ſerved to em- 
belliſh one part of the city at à ſmall expence, and to 
make it regular; whereas the other, already finifhed ac- 
cording to the _—_ and vanity of private perſons, was 
diſpoſed, notwithſtanding its rtagnificence, in a leſs 
agreeable and leſs commodious menner. I his new city 
was built in a very ſhort time; becauſe the neighbouring 
coaſt of Greece furniſhed good architects, and a very 
great number of maſons were ſent for ſrom Epirus, and 
ſeveral other countries, on condition that after they had 
finiſhed their works, they ſhould ſettle about Salentum, . 
ſhould take lands to clear there, and help to people the 
country. - 

Painting and ſculpture appeared to Mentor to be arts 
which it was not right to lay aſide; but he ordered that 
very few ſhould be permitted to apply themſelves to theſe 
arts at Salentum. He founded a ſchool, wherein pre- 
fided maſters of exquiſite taſte who examined the yeung 
ſtudents, There muſt, ſaid he, be nothing low or life- 
leſs in arts which are not abſolutely neceſſary, and of 
conſequence none ought to be admitted to ſtudy them but 
youths who have a promiſing genius, and who bid fair to 
arrive at perſection. Others who are born for leſs noble 
arts, may be uſefully employed in the ordinary ſervices 
of the republic. Sculptors and painters ſhould never be 
made uſe of but to preſerve the memory of great men and 
pom actions; and it is in publick edifices and of 

urial, that the repreſentations ought to be p ved of 
what perſons of extraordinary virtue have performed for 
the ſervice of their country. However Mentor's mode- 
ration and frugality did not hinder him from — 


— 
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all thoſe large ſtructures which are deſtined for horſe and 
Chariot races, wreſtling, combats of the cæſtus, and all 


other exerciſes which improve the body, and render it 


more active and vigorous. 


He ſuppreſt a 5 — number of tradeſmen who 


Told wrought ſtuffs of remote countries, embroideries of 


an exceſſive price, gold and ſilver vaſes emboſſed with 
figures of Gods, men and animals; and liquors and per- 
fumes. He ordered alſo that the furniture of every houſe 
ſhould be plain, and made ſo as to laſt a long while. So 
that the Salentines, who uſed to complain loudly of their 
poverty, began to be ſenſible what a ſuperfluity of riches 
they had. But they were falſe riches which made them 


/ 


poor, and they became really rich, in W N to their 
| 


reſolution to ſtrip themſeli es of them. is enriching 
ourſelves, ſaid they, to deſpiſe ſuch riches as drain the 
Rate, and to leſſen our wants by reducing them to the 
rcal neceſſities of our nature. 

Mentor made hae to viſit the arſenals and all the 
magazines, to ſee if the arms, and all the other things 
which are neceſſary to war, were in a good condition. 
For one muſt, ſaid he, be always ready to make war, 
in order never to be reduced to the misfortune of making 
it. He found that ſeveral things were wanting every 
where. Whereupon he aſſembled artificers to work in 
iron, ſteel and braſs. - Burning forges were ſeen to riſe, 
and whirlwinds of ſmoke and flames, like the fiery 
eruptions of mount Etna, The hammer rung on the 
anvil that groaned beneath its reiterated ſtrokes, which 
the neighbouring mountains and ſea-ſhores reſounded. 
One would have thought one's -ſelf ir that iſland, where 
Vulcan, animating the Cyclops, 23 thunder · bolts 
for the father of the Gods, and one ſaw all the prepa- 


-rations of war made by a wiſe fore-ſight during a pro- 


found peace. 
| Mentor afterwards went out of the city with Idome- 
neus, and found a great extent of fertile land which re- 


. mained uncultivated. Others were only half cultivated 

_ thro' the negligence or poverty of the huſbandmen, who 

wanting hands and cattle, wanted reſolution and the 

means of 1 agriculture to its perfection. Mentor 
0 


ſeoing this deſolate country, ſaid to the king, The — 
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here is ready to enrich the inhabitants, but the inhabit- 
ants are not ſufficient for the ſoil. Let us therefore take 
5 all the ſuperfloous artificers in the city, whoſe trades 
| would only corrupt good manners, and employ them to 
cultivate theſe plains and hills. It is a misfortune that 

theſe men, who have been trained up to profeſſions which 

require a ſedentary life, 'are not inured to labour; but 

here is a way to remedy this. The occupied lands muſt 

y be divided amongſt them, and the neighbourin le, 
who will do the hardeſt work under them, called to their 

aſſittance. And thoſe people will do this, provided ſuit- 
able rewards are promiſed them out of the produce of the 
lands they clear. They may afterwards poſſeſs a part of 
them, and ſo be incorporated with your own ſubjects, who 

are not numerous enough. If they are laborious and 
obedient to the laws, they will prove as good ſubjects as 

any you have, and increaſe your power. Your city ar- 
tificers, being tranſplanted into the country, will train 

up their chjldren to the toils and hardſhips of a country 
life, Deſides, all the maſons of foreign countries, who are 

at work in building your city, are engaged to clear part 

of your lands, and to become huſbandmen; incorporate 
them with your own people as ſoon as they have finiſhed 
their works in the city. Theſe workmen will be over- 
joyed to paſs their lives under a government wläch is now 
come ſo mild. As they are robuſt and laborious, their 
exainple will be a ſpur to the induſtry of the tradeſmen, 
who will be tranſplanted from the city to the country, 
and with whom they will be imermixt. In proceſs of 
time the whole country will be peopled with families that 

are vigorous, and addicted to agriculture. | 

For what remains, be not in pain with regard to the 
multiplication of theſe people; they will ſoon become 
ionumerable, provided you facilitate marriages. Now the 
way to facilitate them is very plain. Almoſt all men 
have an inclination to marry, and nothing but poverty 
hinders them from it. If you do not load them with 
taxes, they will eaſily live with their wives and children; 

ſor the carth is not ungrateful ; ſhe always maintains with 

her fruits thoſe who carefully cultivate her, and refuſes 
them to none but ſuch as are afraid to beſtow their labour 
upon her. The more children huſbandmen have, — 

| TRY rich:r 


princes make it their ſtudy to load thoſe of their ſubjects 
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richer they are, if the prince does not impoveriſh them; 
for their children from their tendereſt — begin to 


aſſiſt them. The youngeſt tend the ſheep in the paſſures; 


others who are more advanced in years, look after the 
herds, and the oldeſt go to plough with their fathers. 
Mean-time the mother with the reſt of "the family pre- 
pares a plain repaſt for her huſband and her done hi 
dren againſt they return, fatigued with the toils of the 
day ; ſhe milks her cows and her ſheep, which whole 
rivers into her pails ; ſhe makes a good fire, Jn 


the harmleſs peaceful family divert themſelves with 


ſinging every evening till the time of ſoft repoſe; ſhe 
— cheeſes, — Tong and preſerved fruits as freſh 
as if were juſt gathered. p BE | 

The herd returns with his pipe, and fings to the 
aſſembled family the new ſongs which he has learnt in 
the neighbouring hamlets. The huſbandman comes 
in with his gh, and his weary oxen advance, hang- 
ing down their heads, with a flow and tardy pace, not- 
withſtanding the goad which urges them on. All the 
evils of labour end with the day. The poppies which 


| fleep by the command of the Gods, ſhed over the earth, 


ſooth all gloomy cares by their charms, and hold all na- 


ture in a ſweet enchantment; every one ſleeps without 


anticipating the cares of the morrow. Happy theſe un- 
ambitious, miſtruſtleſs, artleſs people, provided the Gods 
give them a good king who does not diſturb their inno- 
cent joys! But how horribly inhuman, to raviſh from 
them, through motives of pride and ambition, the ſweet 
fruits of the earth, for which they are indebted only to 
the bounty of nature, and the ſweat of their brows! Na- 
ture alone out of her own fruitful boſom would draw all 
that is neceſſary for an infinite number of temperate and 
laborious men; but the pride and luxury of particular 
perſons reduce multitudes of others to a frightful ſtate of 
indigence. | | | 

What ſhall I do, ſaid Idomeneus, if theſe whom 
I ſhall diſperſe over a fertile country, neglect to culti- 
vate it? Do, replied Mentor, quite the contrary of 
what is commonly done. Rapacious and unthinking 
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with taxes, who are moſt diligent and induftrious to im- 
prove their eftates, becauſe they hope to be paid by them 
with the greateſt eaſe; and they at the ſame time lay 
| lighter burdens on thoſe whom their own idleneſs renders 
more indigent. Invert this evil method, which oppreſſes 
the good, rewards vice, and introduces a ſupineneſs as 

fatal to the king himſelf as to the whole ſtate. Lay taxes, 
mulcts, and even other ſevere penalties, if neceſſary, on 
thoſe who negleR their eſtates, juſt as you would puniſh 
ſoldiers who ſhould forſake their poſt in war. On the con- 
trary, 'grant favours and exemptions to growing families, 
and increaſe them in 1 to their diligence in cul- 
tivating their lands. Their families will quickly multi- 
ply, and they will all ſpirit up each other to labour, 
which will even become honourable. The profeſſion of 
an huſbandman, being no longer borne down by its nu- 
merous preſſure, will be no longer deſpiſed. The plough 
will be again eſteemed, and held by victorious hands 
which have ſaved their country. It will not be leſs glo 
rious for a man to cultivate the patrimony of his ſtors 
during an happy peace, than to have bravely defended 
it in rhe troubles of war. The whole country will bloom - 
again. Ceres will wear her crown of golden cars; Bac- 

s ay preſſing the grapes beneath his feet, will cauſe 
rivers of wine, ſweeter than Nectar, to ſtream down the 
ſides of the mountains; the hollow valleys will echo with 
the concerts of ſwains, who beſide tranſſ brooks, will 
unĩte their pipes and their voices, while their ſkipping . 
flocks, fearleſs of wolves, crop the flowety herbage. . 

Will you not be exceedingly happy, Idomeneus, in 
being the ſource of ſo many bleſſings, and in cauſing 
ſo many people to live under the ſhelter of your name 
in fuch a delightful tranquillity ?. Is not _—_— 
affecting than that of ravaging the earth, and B 
every where, almoſt as much as at home, even in the mi, 
of victories, as among vanquiſhed foreigners, laughter, 
confuſion, dejection, Ir, conſternation, cruel famire 
and deſpair? ? V 

Happy the king, who is ſo beloved of the Gods, and 
has a ſoul t enough to attempt thus to become the 
delight of his E. and to preſent to all ages ſo charm- 
ing a proſpect in his reign! The whole earth, inſtead of 
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kighting * 1 his power, would throw itſelf at his feet, 


Jim to over it. | 

Idomeneus r But when the people ſhall thus 
live in peace and plenty, pleaſures will corrupt them, and 
they will turn againſt me the very arms with which I had 
furniſhed them. Be not afraid, ſaid Mentor, of this in- 
convenience; it is only a pretence which is conſtantly al- 
ledged, to flatter prodigal princes who are deſirous to 
load their people with taxes, and it may be eaſily reme- 
died. The laws which we have juſt eſtabliſhed relating 
to agriculture, will render the life of your ſubjects la- 
borious ; and they will have neceſſaries only in. the mid 
of their abundance, becauſe we ſuppreſs all ſuch arts as 
furniſh ſuperfluities: Nay, this very abundance will be 
leſſened by facilitating marriages and by the great in- 


_ creaſe of families. Every family being numerous, and 


having but little land, will be obliged to cultivate it 
with inceflant labour. It is luxury and idleneſs which 


make people inſolent and rebellious. They will have 
bread indeed and enough of it, bur they will have nothing 


but the bread and the fruits which their own lands pro- 
duce and they earn with the ſweat of their brows. 
To keep your people in this moderation, you muſt 
forthwith ſettle the extert of ground which cach family 
ſhall poſieſs.. You know that we have divided all your 
ſubjects into ſeven claſſes, according to their different 
conditions. Now no family in any claſs muſt be allowed 
to poſſeſs more land thau is abſolutely neceſſary to main- 
rain the perſons of whom it is com - This role being 


inviolable, the nobles will not be able to make pur- 
. chaſes from the poor: all will have lands; but each will 


have but very little, and be thereby excited te cultivate 
it well. If in length of time lands ſhould be wanting at 


home, you may ſettle colonies abroad, which would ex- 


tend the limits of this ſtate, 

I think alſo tliat you ought to take care not to let wine 
become too comanon in your kingdom. If too many vines 
have been planted, they muſt be plucked up. Wine is 
the ſource ot the greateſt evils among the people; it is 
the cavſc' of diſeaſes, quarrels, ſeditions, idleneſs, an 
averſion to labour, and family diſorders. Let wine there- 
fore be preſerved as a kind of cordial, or very —_ 

quor 


Book XII. TELE MACH US. 189 
liquor that is uſed only in ſacrifices and on very extraor- 


dinary feſtivals; but not to make ſo important a 


rule to be obſerved, unleſs you' yourſelf ſet an 


of it. Moreover, you muſt cauſe the laws of Minos re- 


lating to the education of children, to be inviola 
_ _ obſerved. Public ſchools muſt be eſtabliſhed, in whi 
they muſt be taught to fear the Gods, to love their coun- 
try, to reverence the laws, and to prefer honour to plea- 
ſures and to life ſelf. 3 Hi 
upon 
ve an 


Magiſtrates muſt be appointed 
—— the manners of pri ons. H 
ge) upon them yourſelf, for yon are not the king. 
1s 

- flock — gh 


ou cannot prevent, puniſh immediately with. ſeverity. 
It is clemency to make examples at firſt which may ftox 
the tide of iniquity. a little blood ſhed in due time, 
a great deal is afterwards ſaved, and it _ 
feared without being often ſevere, But how deteſtable a 
maxim is it for him to think to find his ſafety onlyin the 
oppreſſion of his people? Not to inſtruct them, not to 
guide them to virtue, not to make himſelf beloved by 
them, to terrify them into deſpair, to lay them under 
the dreadful neceſſity either not to breathe with freedom, 
or to ſhake off the yoke of his tyrannical ſway ; is this, I 


ſay, the way to reign eaſy? Is this the path which leads 


to glory ? 

ö of the 
3 is 2 M - 2 thoſe where the ſovercigns 
are leaſt powerful, cize, ruin , 
they alone poſſeſs the whole ſtate Lap Hap Ex» > 
ſtate languiſhes. . The fields are untilled and almoſt deſert, 
the cities dwindle away daily, the ſprings of trade are 
dried up, and the king, who cannot be a king by him- 
ſelf, and who is great but by means of his people, waſtes 
away gradually by the inſenſible waſting away of his 
ſubjects, from whom he derives his riches — wer. 
His kingdom is drained of money and men, and this laſt 
loſs is the greateſt and the moſt irreparable. His abſo- 
lute power makes as many flaves as he has ſubjeQs ; they 
flatter him, . — 
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leaſt vcr, of big eyes; but when the leaſt revolution 
thy s power, which way carried to too 
cannot, continue. It has no reſource 
3 it has wearied out and pro- 
tick; it 2 all the-mem- 
nt after a change. At the fel 
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of To . 
5 belle to dftribute the waſte lands, to ſtock them 
he uſeleſs axtificers, and to execute: every thing that 
en reſolved upon ;, teſervis g only for the maſons 
s. which; he had all _—__ to them, and which 
n cultrar ul they had finiſhed choir works 
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Taomeneus relates to Mentor his confidence in Pratefilans,” an 
the artifices of this, favourite, «who Ad cui with 
Timoc ratet ta defiroy Philocles, and to betray "[dometrens 
himſelf. He owns that being prejudiced & rbeſe tæus mem 
againſt Philocles, he had ordered Timocrazes:to' go and kill 
him in an expedition wherein he commandtd bis flert; that 
Timocrates having failed in hit attempe, ' Philecles lau 
ſpared his life, and retired to the ifle of Samos, after bv. 
ing refigned the command of the fleet to Palymenes, <whoxe 
Idomeneus had appointed to ſucceed him by an order under 


his own hand; and that notwithſtaudizng Pratzfilans's trra- 


chery, he could not prevail am himſelf to part with him. 


AP now the fame of Idomeneus's mild id pe 
reign allures from all parts crowds of people who 
come to incorporate themſelveswith his, ahdPto ſeck theit 
happineſs under ' ſo amiable à government. Aſtesdy the 
fields, which had been ſo long over-ruti with thörns and 
brambles, promiſe rich harveſts and fruits tilt chen un- 


known; the earth opens her boſom to the #h-ſhares. 


and prepares her riches to recompenſe the huſhandman'; 
hope dawns every where, Flocks of xte ſeen 
bounding on the gras in the vulleys and on ith e 
herds likewiſe of bulls and heiſers that mae the loft 

| K 2 mountaing 
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mountains echo with their lowings : Theſe cattle fattened 
the fields, Mentor found the means of procuring them ; 
for he adviſed to make with the Peucetes, a 
neighbouring nation, an exchange of all the ſuperfluous 
things which were no longer ſuffered in Salentum, for 
Theſe flocks and herds which the Salentines wanted. 

At the ſame. time the city and adjacent villages were 
full of lovely youths, who had lo in want, 
and had not dared to marry for of increaſing their 
miſeries. When they ſaw that Idomeneus entertained 
ſentiments of humanity, and was willing to be their fa- 
ther, they were no more apprehenſive of hunger, or any | 
other plagues which heaven inflicis on the earth. No- 
thing was now heard but ſhouts of joy, and the ſongs of 
ſwains and huſbandmen celebrating their nuptials: In- 
ſomuch that one would have thought one had ſeen the 
. God Pan with multitudes of Satyrs and Fauns interſperſ- 

ed among the Nymphs, amd dancing to their tuneful 
Auces in the e. All was ſerene and ſmiling; but 
their joys were moderate, and their pleaſures a re- 


3 : | 

The old men, ſurpriſed to ſoe what they durſt not hope 
for in the whole courſe of their long lives, wept thro' an 
exceſs of joy and love; and lifting up their trembling 
hands to heaven, O great Jupiter, ſaid they, bleſs the 
king who reſembles you, and is the choiceſt preſent yon 
ever beſtowed upon us, He is born for the good of man- 
kind; return him all the we receive from him, 
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believed it, ſaid he ; I thought that all the grandeur of 
princes conſiſted in making themſelves ; that the 
reſt of mankind were born for them; and all 1 had heard 
of kings who were the darlings and delight of their peo- 
ple, ſeemed a mere fable to me: I am now convinced 
that it was truth. But I muſt inform you how my heart 
was poiſoned in my very infancy witlr regard to regal au- 
thority, which was the cauſe of me —— of my 
life. Hereupon Idomeneus began owing narration : 

Protefilaus, who is a little older than 19 of all the 
young men he whom I loved the moſt: His ſprightly 

daring temper hit my taſte, He entered into my plea- 
ſures, he flattered my paſſions, and made me ſuſpicious 
of another young man, whoſe name was Philocles, whom 
I likewiſe loved. The latter feared the Gods, had a 
great ſoul, and commanded his paſſions ; he placed great- 
neſs not in raiſing but in conquering himſelf, and in 
doing nothing 'mean. - He often told me freely of my 
faults ; and even when he durſt not ſpeak, his filence and 
the grief of His countenance gave me fuffeciently to un- 
derſtand what he meant to reproach me with, 

At firſt his fincerity pleafed me. I often pratelted to 
him, that I would hear and confide in him as long as I 
lived, in order to be preſerved from flatterers. He told 
me all that I muſt do to tread in the ſteps of Minos, and 
to render my kingdom happy. He had not ſo profound 
a wiſdom as you, Mentor; but I now perceive that his 
maxims were good. By the - artifices of Prote- 
ſilaus, who was jealous and very ambitious, gave me 
a diſguſt of Philocles. The latter not being forward or 
officious, ſuffered the other to get the afcendant, and was 
contented with always telling me the truth, when I was 
willing to hear it; for it was my good, and not his own 
advancement that he ſought. | 5 

Protcfilaus inſenfibly perſuaded me that he was a 
ſon of a moroſe and haughty temper, who cenſured all 
my actions, and aſked nothing of me, becauſe his pride 
would not let him ſtoop to be obliged, and made him 
aſpire to the reputation of a man who is above all pre- 
ferments. He added, that this 7 man who told me ſo 
freely of my failings, r of them as freely to others; 

that he let people 2 E he had very little eſteem for 
3 me 


- 
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me; and that-by thus leſſening utation, and 
Mie a ſhew of an auſtere > Da z > ſought. to —ç 
o e t — 4 N 


a way to the throne. 


At firſt I could not believe that Philocles had any fuch 


deſign; for there is in true virtue a certain candour and 
ingenuity which can neither be counterfeited nor miſta- 
ken, provided we conſider it with attention. The per- 


ſeverance however of Fhilocles in condemning my weak- 


neſſes began to tire me; and Proteſilaus s complaiſance 
and unwearied diligence in finding me new pleaſurcs, 
28 ſtill more impatiently bear with the auſterity of 
the other. | x | 


Mean time Proteſilaus, unable to brook my not Cxe- 
diting all his infinuations againſt his rival, reſolved to 
I peak to me no more about him, but to convince me of 


| eir truth by N ſtronger than words. He ac- 
compliſhed his deſign of deceiving me in the following 
manner. He adviſed me to ſend Philocles to. command a 


fleet which was to attack that of Carpathus. In order to 


Induce we 10 it, You know, ſaid he, chat my commends- 
tions of him canngt be ſuſpected; I on that he has 
courage, and | a geniu s for war; he will ſerve you. better 
than any man, and. I . prefer your intereſt to all my re- 
ſentment againſt him. CCC 

I was extremely glad to find Proteſilaus s heart, to 
whom I had entruſted the adminiſtration of my maſt im- 
portant affairs, ſo upright and juſt, I embraced him in 
a tranſport of joy, thought myſelf exceedingly hap- 
py in having repoſed all my confidence in one who ſeem- 
ed ſo much above paſſion and ſelf intereſt. But alas! 
how. greatly are princes to be pitied ! This man knew me 
better than I knew myſelf: He knew that kings are 
xſually ſuſpicious, and indglent ; ſuſpicious through their 

continual experience of the. artifices of the corrupt per- 
ſons about — and indolent, becauſe pleaſures tyran- 
nize over them, and they are habituated to have others 
to think for them, without taking the trouble of it them- 
elves. He was ſenſible therefore that it would not be 
difficult for him to make me ſuſpicious and jealous of a 
man who would not fail to perform great actions, * 
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as his abſence would give bim ere be 
— ſnares bor him. of 
Philocles at his departure foreſaw 'what bud bel 
him. Remember, ſaid he, chat I ſhall nd longer have ir 
in my power to defend myſelf, chat my adverſary — 
will have your ear; and that while 'I am ſereing 
the hazard of my life, I ſnall' run the ot of having md 
recompenſe but — diſpleaſure. "You are miſtaken, faid 
I; Proreſilaus does not ſpeak of you as you'do'of hiny 
He praiſes you, he eſteemt you, he thinks you worthy of 
the moſt important employments. Should he offer to ſay 
any thing againſt you, he would leſt my confidence. 
Fear nothing, go your ways, and mind only to ſerve me 
well. He eparted, and jeft me in a ſtrange fituatiem 
I muſt contefs, Mentor, that I plainly ſaw gv ee 
ſary i 2 was for me to have ſeveral perſons to-conſelr, ad 
that nothing was more prejudicial either to my reputation 
or ne}. —- 722 —— Sies myſelf 
to one onl T 6d experienced thar — 
of Philocles 1 ſaved me from ſeveral dangerous errors, 
by which-Protcſilaus's hayghrineſs would have made me 
1 clearly; petocived chat 8 — — 
fond of provir 980 juſt e as not Io 
ſible in Proseßlacs; but I hid ſtifered the Kar 0 4 
ſume a certain peremptory air, 55 
ly reſiſt. I was tired with 1 Lare 
two men whom I' could not rec — 1 | Wia 
ſome ſituation was ſo weak as to buſe rather: 
riſk of pr jagicing my -Salrk; than not te 
ty. I'durſt not even tell iy (df the Man 
this pry and yet this ſhamdfut* ves 


darcd not diſcover, opeeatat-ſeeretly in the rn 


— * 


heart, and was the trac Tpring of all my aftigns. 17 
Fhilocles — 4 enemy, Obtained 'a c 


„and was haſtening to feturn, in order 
veat the il offices bf which de was 4 che 
Proteſilaus, who had not t —— tin a Ueceive'n 


the ine ol Carpithug, to res dhe Fate f dir chef 
And indeed he had x ER 1 2 
make à conqueſt of that ifland; but hen "H 
matters. ſo, that Philocles . 
— 
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were neceſlary to ſuch an enterpriſe, and tied him down 
to certain orders which occcaſioned various diſappoint- 
ments in the execution of it. 

Mean while he made uſe of a very corrupt domeſtick 
of mine, who took notice of the minuteſt things to give 
him an account of them; though they appeared ſeldom 
x0 ſee each other, and never to agree in any thing. This 
dameſtick, whoſe name was Timocrates, came one day 
to tell me as an important ſecret, that he had — | 
a very dangerous affair. Philocies, faid he, defi 
make uſe of your naval forces to render himſelf king of 
the iſland of Carpathus. The commanders of the tr 
are his creatures; all the ſoldiers are won over by Sis 
proſuſe liberalities, and yet more by the pernicious — 
tiouſaeſs in which he permits them to live, He is puffed 
up wich his victory. Here is a letter he wrote to one of 
his friends about his project of making himſelf king, 
Os it is impoſſible to doubt of after fo evident a es 

I read the letter, and it ſeemed to me to he Philoc 

hand which Proteſilaus and Timocrates had — 
feited with great exactneſi. T his letter threw me into a 
— rprife. I bead it again and again; and could 
ele 
troubled mind all the firong proots 
his diſintereſtedneſs and integrity. 
Doe could I do? How could I not credit a let- 
i which 1 tough I certainly knew the hand- writing 


„ nn withſtand 
his artifice, he puſhed it yet further, 2 
faid he, with ſome heſitation, to deſire you to take notice 
of « ular in this letter? Philocles tells his friend 
chat he ma — 2 with a 1 
ing ſomething which he expreſſes only in a cy 

is — u e r % l Rund. 

reconciled 


Cw 


are at your expence. You know 

tha PE 2 oo urged you to ſend Phi- 
locles againſt the , Carpathians, He has lately ceaſed 
to ſpcak Fern bin m as 2 often did N On the 
extols him, he excuſes him on all occaſions: 

We or ſome viſited each other with great civility, 


WI doubt  Proteilas has concexred meaſures with 
„ | Philodles. 
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Philocles to ſhare the conqueſt of Carpathus with him. 
You yourſelf know how he preſſed the undertaking of 
this enterpriſe, contrary to all rules, and that he expoſes 
_ naval forces to deſtruction, to gratify his"ambition. 
you believe that he would be thus 5 fubſorvient to _ 
of Philocles, if there were ftill a miſunderſtanding 
nnn 
are cloſely united together to raiſe thernſelves to an hi 
pitch of power, an ors to ſubvert the very * 


on which you yourſ In ſpeakin As 

manner, I know that * a myſelf to — ny 

if, notwithſtanding my fincere advice, you ſtill leave 

pour authority in their hands. But no matter, prorided 
tell you the truth. 

Theſe laſt words of Timocrates made a deep impreſſion 
upon me. I no longer doubted of the treaſon of Philocles, 
and miftruſted Proteſilaus as his friend. Timoerates in 
the mean while was inceflantly toying, If you' wait till 
Philocles has conquered the iſle „ it will be 
too late to put a ſtop to his deſigns. | Haſten therefore to 
make ſure of him while you can. I was ſhouked at the 
deep diſſimulation of men, and knew no longer in whom 
to confide ; for having diſcovered: Philocles's treachery, 
. of my facie. e —.— 
me ot my ſuipicions. to put f 8 

* ſoon as poffible ; but I dreaded Pro- 


wretch to * | 
teſilaus, and knew not what to do with rd to him: 
1 was afraid to find him guilty, and likewife to 
truſt him. | 


At length I could not help telling him, in my con- 
fuſion, that I was grown Jealous of P locles.. He feem- 
ed ſurpriſed at it; he repreſented to me his uprigiit and 
moderate conduct; he magnified his ſervices; in a word, 
he did all that was neceſſary to convince me that be had 
too good an underſtanding with him. On the other fide, 
Timocrates loſt no pen to make me take notice 
of their friendſhip, and to induce me to deſtroy Philocles, 
while it was in my power to do it. See, my deareſt 
Mentor, how unhappy kings are, and how liable to be 
made the tools even of thoſe who ſeem to tremble ar their 


a TIT thougl- 
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I thought I ſhould act a maſter - piece of policy, and 
diſconcert the meaſures of Proteſilaus, by ——— ſend- 
ing Tunocrates to the fleet to put Philocles to death. 
Proteſilaus played the hy pocrite to the laſt, and deceived 
me the more effectually, the more naturally he ated” the 

part of one who. is deceived himſelf. Timocrates de- 
arted, and found Philoeles under great difficulties in 
bis deſcent, He was in want of every thing; for Pro- 
teſilaus, not knowing whether his forged letter would 
elſect the ruin of his gnemy, was willing to have another 
expedient ready at theiſame time, the miſcarriage of an 
enterpriſe of which he had given me very raiſed expecta- 
tions, and could not fail to irritate me againſt Philocles. 
The latter ſuſtained this difficult war by his courage, ca- 
ity, and the love which the ſoldiers had for him. 
ho* the whole army knew that this deſcent was raſh, 
and would be fatal to the Cretans, yet every one laboured 
es much to make it ſuqceed, as if his life and happineſs 
"depended, qu its ſucceſs: Every one was contented hourly 
to hazard his life under a leader ſo wiſe and ſo intent on 
making himſelf beloved, —  —-,, _ 
; Pimpcrates had every thing to apprehend in attempt- 
ing to e in the midſt of an army who ſo 
paſlionately layed him; but mad ambition is blind. Ti- 
modtates; thought nothing difficult to gratify Proteſilaus, 
with whbm be Imagined he ſhould ſhare an abſolute domi- 
dias over me after the death of Philocles, and Proieſilaus 
enuld not bear a man of probity, whoſe very fight was a 
ſecret reproach of his crimes, and who by opening my 
eyes might ruin all his projects. 95 

Timgerates ſeduced two captains who were continually 
with Philoeles; he promiſed them great rewards in my 
name, and then told Philpeles that he came by my order 
to acquaint him with ſome ſreret affairs, which he was to 
communicate ito him in the preſence of theſe two captains 
only. Whereupen Philooles having ſhut himſelf up with 
them, Mmocrates ſtabbed him with a poniard, but it ſlipt 
aſide, and did not penetrate far. Philocles, with great 
eompoſuxe of mind, ,wreſted it from him, and made uſe 
of-it: 


agaidſt him and the other two; and calling out at the 
ſame time, ſome ſoldiers ran to the door, broke 2 
and daſesgaged Philccles from the hands of the three 
g g 1 1 85 a{laflins ; 
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aſfulſins ; bo beit confuſed, had: made bur a faint ut 


tack vpon hin. werd ſeined, 8 
wy the entaged army, had hot Rhilochet 
| nota) woond 1 He chen took Timocrates fide; ana 


aſked him hE& had put him upon committing i black: 
deed. - - Thmverates, tevrified- with: the 4 — 
death, imtnedistely ſhowtd him the order T lad 
him under my dw hand v0 kill Filets; and;? 
tors are always cownrds, erkdcavourcd 0 ifave iſ: iy 
diſcovering Protefilzus's 'tredchery ent Is 
Fhiloeles, though he was ſhocked. at; Ending #irhnddd 
malice in mankind, acted a very moderate part. Heide- 
clared to the whole army that Timocrates was — 
he provided for. Y ale, anck ſent kim baele v0 | 
He then evſigned the: charge of the army toiPel 
whom 1 had — by an order — with 2 
hand, to command' when Philoc fate; Mn 
laſtly, having exhorted the: — to eu,, ae 
;n their allegiance to me; he 'went(by g th beard 
fmall bark, which carried him to the ifle ef Subs; 
where he now lives-in peace; porerty-#1dfo mak 
ing ſtatues to get his bread, and Ne 10 He 
falſe and unjuſt men, but . pecially of Kings, whom 
Al men he deems the'blindeſt Fal mot Yor 
5 Mentor interrupted Idomeneus. "Welk ſaid — 
were yen long in diſcovering the itruth-7- Ne, replies 
Idomeneus : I perceived by degreck the whe arrifices of | 
teſilaus and Timocrates : they quartelled with bach other, 
(for the wicked find it very difficult to continur united) 
and their diſſention plainly ſhewed ime the detp aby intò 
which they had plunged me. Well, anſwered: Mentor, 
did yon not reſelve do get rid of them Voth f Al, re. 
plied Idomeneus, are "you; ignorant of the' weakneſſes and 
_ difficulties which princes under? When they have 
once delivered themfel ves up to corrupt a ad ptefumptu- 
ous men, who have art: enot/gli t make — 7 ne- 
ceflary, they can no longer hope for the lenſt 
Thoſe whom they deſpiſe the moR; ; ui the yer perf 
whom they treat the beſt, and on whom they 125 | 
favours. I abhorred Protefitaus, abi yet I conti 
zn — power. r Mofion! 1 overjoyed” that I 
9 not reſeluiion enoug — 


1 
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the authority I had given him. Beſides, I found him 
good-natured, complaiſant, induſtrious in flattering my 
paſſions, zealous for my intereſt ; in. ſhort I found rea- 
ſons to excuſe my weakneſs to myſelf, becauſe I was 2 
ranger to true virtue, for want of chuſing men of pro- 
pity to conduct my affairs. I thought that there were 
none on the earth, and that integrity was only a beauti- 
ful phantom. What ſigniſies it, ſaid I, to make a great 
Kix to get out of (the hands of one corrupt man, only to 
fall into thoſe of another, who will not be more diſinter - 


eſted nor more ſincere than he. Mean time the fleet 


under the command of Polymenes returned. I thought 
no more of the conqueſt of the iſle of Carpathus, and 
Protcfilays could not diſſemble fo deeply but that I diſ- 
covered how vexed he was to hear that Philocles was ſafe 
Mentor interrupted Idomeneus in order to aſk him, If 
he continued, after ſo black a piece of treachery, to en- 
truſt all his affairs to Protefilaus. I was, replied Ido- 
meneus, too averſe to buſineſs, and too ſupine to be able 
to get out of his hands; for 1 then muſt have difconcert- 
ed the ſcheme I had laid down for my own eaſe, and have 
been at the trouble of inſtructing ſome body elſe, which I 
| had not reſolution enough to undertake : I rather choſe to 
ſhut my eyes, that I * not fee Protefilaus's artifices ; 
and only caſed my mind by letting ſome of my particular 
confidents know, that I was not a ſtranger to his villanies. 
Thus did I fancy that I was but halt deceived, fince-I 
knew that I — 
Protefilaus himſelf ſenſible that I bore his yoke with im- 
tence; and often took a pleaſure in contradicting him, 
in publickly cenſuring ſome of his actions, and in deter- 
mining contrary to his opinion; but) as he knew my ſloth 
and ſupineneſs, he gave himſelf no concern about any 
diſcontent of mine. He obſtinately returned to the attack ; 
ſometimes in an importunate, and ſometimes in a cring- 


ing and inſinusting way. And when he perceived that 


JT was exaſ againſt him, he then particularly 
doubled his diligence to furniſh new amuſements which 
were likely to mollify or embark me in ſome affair, 
wherein he might have an opportunity to reader himſelf 


neceflary, and to make the moit of his zeal for my honour. | 


Though 
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eceived. Sometimes, however, 1 made 


Book XIII. TELEMACRAHUS. 2005 
; Thos was upon my guard againſt him, yet this 
i 


way of ng my paſſions always got the better of me. 
He knew my ſecrets; he caſed me under my difficulties ; 
he made every body tremble at my power. In fhort, E 
could not reſolve to part with him; and, by maintain- 
ing him in his poſt, I put it out of the power of all ho- 
neit men to ſhew me my true intereſt, From this time 
there was no freedom of ſpeech in my counſels ; truth 
fled far from me; and error, which paves the way to the 
downfal of princes, was a judgment upon me for havin 
ſacrificed Philocles to Protefilaus's cruel ambition. E-. en 
they, who had moſt zeal for my perſon and the good of 
the ſtate, thought themſelves under no obligation to un- 
deceive me, after ſo dreadful an example. 1 myſelf, my 
dear Mentor, was afraid leſt truth ſhould break through 
the cloud, and reach even to me, in ſpite of all my 
flatterers ; for not having the reſolution to: follow it, its 
light was troubleſome to me: And then I was conſcious 
that it would have occaſtoned me the bĩttereſt compunRion, 
and not have reſcued me from ſo unh a ſituation. 
My effeminacy, and the aſcendant which Proteſilaus had 
infenfibly gained gver me, plunged me into a kind of 
deſpair of ever recovering my liberty. I was unwilling 
to view my ſhameful condition myſelf, or to ſuffer others 
to do it. You know, my dear Mentor, the vain pride 
and falſe glory in which kings are bred up; they will 
never be in the wrong. To hide one fault they commit 
a hundred. Rather than own that they are miſtaken, 
and give themſelves the trouble of rectifying their errors, 
they ſuffer themſelves to be deluded all their lives long. 
Such is the condition of weak and indolent princes, and 
ſuch was mine preciſely, when I was obliged to go to the 
T5 > dn Cay a 

t my departure t the management of airs 
to 2 and he governed in my abſence with pride 
and inhumanity. The whole kingdom of Crete groaned 
under his tyranny ; but nobody durſt ſend me word of the 
oppreflion of my people; knowing that I was afraid. 
of ſeeing the truth, and tbat I gave up to Protcſilaus's 
cruelty all who ventured to ſpeak againſt him. Bur the 
more fearful people were of diſcovering the evil, the 
more violent it grew. He afterwards conſtrained me to 


diſmiſa 


. * 
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: — the — 4 13 gr nn me with 
reat glory to tt Iroy, He was grown jealous 
& — — he mz whom I loved, and — 
any proofs of virtue. WIE Ee. | 
. You -muſt know, my dear Mentor, that this is the 
ſource of all my misfortunes. : It was not ſo much my 
ſon's death that occaſioned the revolt of the Cretans, as 
the vengrance of the Gods, who. were incenſed” at my 
crimes, and the hatred of the people, whicks Protefilaus 
had drawn upon me. When I ſhed my ſon's blood, the 
Cretans, tired of my rigorous government, had Joſt all 
patience ; and the horror of this laſt action only induced 
them to make a publick diſcovery of what. long fince had 
been concealed in their hearts. | | | 
_ Timocrates attended me to the ſiege of Troy, and gave 
an account privately in his letters to Proteſilaus of all the 
diſcoveries be could make. I plainly perceived. my 
thraldom, but endeavoured not to think of it, defpair- 
ing of a remedy. When the Cretans vevolted at my ar- 
rival, Proteſilaus and Timocrates were the firſt who fted. 
They would without doubt have deſerted. me, had I not 
been conſtrained to fly aimoſt as ſoon as they. Be »{- 
ſured, my dear Mentor, that men who are inſolent in 
proſperity, ate always the moſt abject cowards in adver- 
| fity, Their heads turn as ſoon as abſolute power for- 
ſakes them: they become as cringing as they were proud, 


'. and paſs in 4 moment from one extreme to the other. 


entor ſaid to Idomeneus, But whence comes it, as 

you ſo thoroughly knew theſe two wicked men, that you 
till keep them about you, as I fee you do? l am not 
ſurpriſed at their following you, as they could do nothing 
better for their own . intereſt, and I think that you have 
done a generous action in affording them an aſylum in 
your new ſettlement zi but: why do you deliver yourſelf up 
to them again after ſo: many taral trials? 5 
' You know. not, anſwered Idomeneus, how uſeleſs all 
experience is to effeminate, / ſupine, and unthinking 
princes. They are diffatisfied with all things, and have 
dot; courage to redreſs any thing. So many years of fa- 
miliarity ere chains of iron which linked me to theſe two 
men, who beſet me every hour, Since I have been = 
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they have put me upon the exceſſive expences which 
9 — exhauſted this Nang ſtute; 4 
have drawn this war upon me, which but for you I ſhould 
have funk under. I ſhould ſoon have experienced at 
Salentum the ſame misfortunes which I ſuffered in Crete; 
but you at length have opened my eyes, and inſpired me 
with the courage 1 wanted, to deliver myſelf from bon- 
dage. IL know not what you have dne to me; but fince 
you have been here, I find myſelf quite another man. 
Mentor then aſked Idomenzus, how Proteſilaus be- 
haved in the preſent change of affairs. Nothing is more 
artful, replied Idomeneus, than his conduct ſince your 
arrival. At firſt he uſed all indirect methods to make me 
ſuſpicious. He himſclf, indeed, ſaid nothing againſt 
you, but ſeveral perſons came and told me that theſe two 
ſtrangers were much to be feared. One, ſaid they, is 
the ion of the deceittul Ulyſſes ; the other wears a Uſe 
guiſe and has a deep head : they are uſed to wander from 
kingdom to kingdom, and who knows that they have not 
formed ſome deũgn upon this? Theſe adventurers them- 
ſelves relate that they have cauſed great confuſions in the 
countries through which they have paſſed. Ours is an 
infant, unſcttled ſtate, and the leaſt commotions might 
overturn it. | 5 | 1 2 

Proteſilaus ſaid. nothing, but he endeavoured to make 
me fee the danger and 8 of all the reforcha- 
tions which you made me undertake. My own intereft 
was the argument he made uſe of: If you let your ſub- 
jets abound, faid he, they will work no longer, but 

row proud, intractable, and be always ready to re: olt. 
Nothing but weakneſs and poverty makes them pliable, 
and hinders them from reſiſting authority. He has often 
endeavoured to reſume his former aſcendant over me, 
covering it with a pretended zeal for my ſervice. By 
caſing the people, ſaid he, you dehaſe the royal power, 
and thereby do the people themſelves an irreparable in- 
jury; for it is neceſſary for their own quiet that they 
mould be kept humble. 

To all this 1 anſwerel, that I ſhould eaſily keep the 
people firrg in their allegiance to me by making myſelf 

beloved by them; by remitting nothing of my * | 
8 | hough 
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2 T lightened their burden; by refolutely puniſhe 
ing all offenders ; by giving children a — education, 
and by being ſtrict in _— all my ſobjefts up to 2 
plain, ſober, and laborious life. How! faid 1, Is it not 
poſſible to make people obedient without ſtarving them 
to death? What inhumanity ! what brutal policy] How 
many nations do we ſec mildly governed, and yet loyal to 
their princes! That which cauſes rebellions, is the refſt- 
teſs ambition of the grandees of a ſtate, when they are 
entruſted with tov much power, and their paſſions ſuffer- 
ed to ſtretch beyond bounds; it is the neglecting to pu- 
niſh the licentiouſneſs of other orders in the ftate ; it is 
the multitude of the Great and the Vulgar who live in 
luxury, in pomp and idleneſs; it is the too great number 
of military men, who have neglected all the employments 
which are uſeful in time of peace ; in ſhort, it 1s the deſ- 
pair of the injured people; it is the cruelty and pride of 
princes, and their r which makes them incapa- 
of watching over the members of the ſtate, in 
order to prevent diſturbances: Theſe are the cauſcs of 
rebellions, and not the permitting the labourer to cat 
the bread in peace, which he has earned by the ſweat of 
his brows. 

When Proteſilaus ſaw that T was immoveable in theſe 
maxims, he took a courſe quite contrary to his former, 
and — 2 to act agreeable to principles which he could 
not deſtroy; pretending to reliſh them, to be convinced 
of their truth, and to be obliged to me for having en- 
lightened his underſtanding in theſe matters. He anti- 
cipates all my deſires to eaſe the poor, and is the firſt to 
repreſent their wants to me, and to cry out againſt ex- 
travagance. You yourſelf know that he praiſes you, 
that te pretends to repoſe a confidence in you, and does 
every thing to pleaſe you. As for Timocrates, he begins 
to loſe the good graees of Proteſilaus, having had thoughts 
of rendering himſelf independant. Proteſilaus is jealous: 
of him, and it was partly by their differences that I diſ- 
covered their perſidy. 

Have you then, {aid Mentor to Idomeneus with a ſmile, 
been ſo weak as to ſuffer yourſelf to be tyrannized over 
for ſo many years by two traitors, whoſe treaſons <1 


a 
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knew! Ah; you know not, replied Idomeneus, the aſ- 
cendant which artful men have over a weak and indolent 
prince, who gives up the management of his affairs to 
them. Beßdkes, I have told you already, that Pro- 
_—_ now enters into all your ſchemes for the public 
good, 
Mentor with a e air proceeded thus : I but too 
plainly ſee how 8. wicked prevail over the good 
in the courts of kings: You are a ſad example of it. 
But you fay that I have opened your eyes as to Prote- 
filaus, and yet they are ſtill ſo far cloſed as to leave the 
adminiſtration of your affairs to him, though he is nor 
worthy to live. ow that the wicked are not incapable 
of doing good : they do that, or evil, indifferently, when 
it ſubſerves their ambition. They do themſelves no 
violence in committing evil, becauſe no ſentiment of 
goodneſs, nor no principle, of virtue with-holds them; 
neither is it any pain to them to do good, becauſe theiz 
depravity inclines them to do it in order to ſeem , 
and thereby impoſe upon the reſt of mankind. Pro- 
perly ſpeaking, they are incapable of virtue, though they 
appear to practiſe it; but to the reſt of their vices they 
| are capable of adding hypocriſy, the moſt deteſtable of 
all. As long as you are abſolutely determined to do 
good, Proteſilaus will be ready to do it alſo, in order 
to preſerve his authority; but if he finds you ever ſo 
little inclined to flacken, he will uſe all arts to make 
you relapſe into your errors, that he may be at liberty 
to reſume his fraudful and cruel diſpoſition. Can you 
live with honour and in peace while ſuch an one is 
hourly about you, and you know that the wiſe, the 
faithful Philocles lives in poverty and diſgrace in the 
iſland of Samos ? | | 
You ingenuouſly acknowledge, Idomeneus, that bold 
and wily men who are preſent, have an abſolute aſcen- 
dant over weak princes; but you ought to add, that 
princes labour under another and no leſs an unhappineſs, 
the eaſily forgetting the virtue and ſervices of the abſent. 
The multitudes who ſurround princes, are the cauſe that 
no one makes a deep impreſſion upon them: They are 
truck only with what is preſent, and flatters them: every 
ching elſe is ſoon effaced. Virtue eſpecially but lightly 
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aſſects them, becauſe virtue, inſtead of flattering them, 
contradicts and condemns them for their ſollies. And is 
it any wonder that they are not beloved, ſinte they lore 


- 


mothingSut their grandeur-and their pleaſures ? 
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The ARGUMENT. 
Mentor prevails on Idomeneus to fend Protefilaus and Tims- 


72 7 T of 2 * Fob order 
' #9 replace him with honour near bis perſon. Hegs » 
who is charged with this commiſſion, executes it cy 
He arrives with theſe two men at Samor, where he finds 
bis friend Philecles contentedly leading an indigent and ſoli- 
tary life, Philacles does not conſent without much reluf- 
ence to return to his countrymen ; but when be knows that 
it is the pleaſure FA the Gods, he embarks with Hegeſippur, 
and arrives at Saleutum, where Idomenens, who is 19 
longer the ſame man, receives him in a friendly manner. 


H AVING fpoken theſe words, Mentor convinced 
Idomeneus that it was neceſſary to put away Pro- 
tefilaus and Timocrates, as ſoon as poſſible, and to re- 
call Philocles. The only difficulty which with-held the 
king from it, was his apprehenſion of the ſeverity of 
Philocles. I own, ſaid he, that I cannot help being a 
little apprehenſive of his return, though I love and eſteem 
him. R from my earlieſt youth been accuſtomed to 
praiſes, to an officiouſneſs and complaiſanee which 1 can- 
not hope to find in. Phi locles. Whenever 1 1 
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which he diſliked, his gloomy looks ſufficiently ſhewed 
that he condemned me; and when he was in te with 
me, his manners, though reſpectful and decent, were 
rough and auſtere. | | : 
Do you not obſerve, anſwered Mentor, that princes 
who are corrupted by flattery, think every thing rough 
and auſtere which is free and ingenuous ? Nay, they go 
ſo far as to imagine that a man is not zealous for their 
ſervice, and is an enemy ts their authority, who has not 
a laviſh ſoul, and is not apt to flatter them in an un- 
righteous uſe of their power. All freedom and generoſi 
of ſpeech appears to them inſolent, cenſorious, and ſediti- 
eus. They are ſo delicate, that every thing which is not 
flattery, galls and provokes them. But let us go farther : 
Suppoſing that Philocles is rough and auftere, is not bis 
auſterity more valuable than the pernicious adulation of 
your counſellors ? Where wi!l you find a man without 
failings ? And is not the failing of telling you the truth 
too freely, that which you ought to apprehend the leaſt ? 
Or rather, is it not a failing which is neceſſary to correct 
yours, and to overcome that antipathy to the truth whick 
Rattery has given you? You ftand in need of a man who 
loves nothing but truth ; who loves you more than you 
love yourſelf; who will tell you the truth whether you 
will or not, and force your intrenchments ; and Philocles 
is this neceſſary man. Remember that a prince is exceed- 
ingly happy, if one ſuch generous 2 who is the 
moſt precious treaſure of his kingdom, be born in his 
reign; and that the greateſt puniſhment which he has to 
apprehend from the Gods, is the loſing ſuch an one, if 
he renders himſelf unworthy of him, for want of knowing 
how to make a proper uſe of him. As for the failings 
of men of virtue, you ſhould cor-trive means to know 
them, but ſhould not let them deprive you of their ſer- 
vice. Rectify them, but never give yourſelf blindly up 
to their indiſcreet zeal. Give them a favourable hear- 
ing, honour their virtue, let the publick ſee that you 
| know how to diſtinguiſh it; and above all, take care to 
be no lenger what you have hitherto been. Princes who 
have been ſpoiled as you were, contenting themſelves 
with deſpiſing corrupt men, make no ſcruple to employ 
them, and to heap bcnefits upon them. On the other 
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hand, boaſt that can diſtinguiſh men of virtue 
but * give them — empty — * not LEED 
truſt them with employments, nor to admit them Into 
their familiarity, nor to beſtow favours upon them, _. 
ner 
on to deliver op innocence, 
2 — who had impoſed upon him. And 
Mentor had now no difficulty at all to determine the 
king to diſeard his favourite; for as ſoon as favourites 
are rendered ſuſpected and troubleſome to their maſter, 
the weary and embarrafſey prince ſecks only to get rid 
of them. His friendſhip vaniſhes, ſervices are forgot- 
ten, and the fall of favourites gives him no pain at all, 
provided he ſees them no more. | 
| The king immediately gave ſecret orders to H 
who was one of the principal officers of his houſ- 
ola, to arreſt Proteſilaus and Timocrates, and to con- 
vey them in ſafety to the iſland of Samos; to leave them 
there, and to bring back Philocles from this of his 
exile. Hegeſippus, ſurpriſed at this commi could 
not help weeping for joy. Now, ſaid he to the kin 
you are going to win the hearts of your ſuhjects. Th 
two men have been the cauſe of all your misfortunes, 
and of all thoſe of your people. For theſe twenty years 
have all men of virtue groaned under them, and their 
ranny was ſo cruel, that they hardly durſt to do that : 
r dowd all who attempt to come at you by any 
n 
us then di to ing a num- 
ber ＋ — and inhuman — all ance | 
theſe two men, which had never come to Idomeneus's 
ear, becauſe nobody durſt to accuſe them. He gave him 
an account likewiſe of his diſcovery of a ſecret conſpiracy 
to deftyoy Mentor. The king ſhivered with horror at 
what he heard. 8 ; 1 | 
haſtened to ſeize ys is houſe, 
* large, but more commodious and pleaſanter 
chan the king a. The architecture was in a better taſte, 
and Protefilaus had embelliſhed it with the riches he bad 
extracted out of the blood of the unfortunate, He hap- 
pened at that time to be in a marble ſaloon near his bath, 
negligently lying on a purple couch „ 


— 


— — —  — — —— — — - — - 


210 TELEMACHus. Book XIV. 


geld; he ſeemed eary and ſpent with his toils, and his 
eyes and brows e T know not what of trouble, 
bf melancholy and wildneſs. The great officers of ſtate 
were runged around him on carpets, adjuſting their faces 
to his, and obſervant even of the minuteft glance of his 
eyes, His mouth was hardly open, when every body 
cried out with admiration of what he was going to ſay. 
One of the principal perſons of the company repeated to 


him wirh ridiculous exaggerations, what Proteſilaus himſelf 


had done for the king... Another aſſured him that Jupi- 
ter hiving ' deceived 1. mother had begotten him, and 


chat he was the ſon of the father of the Gods. A poet 


came and ſung verſes to him, wherein he affirmed that 
Proteſilaus, being taught by the muſes, had equalled 
Apollo himſelf in all the various works of wit. Another 
poet, yet more baſe and impudent, . ſtyled him in his 


verſes the inventer of the polite arts, and the father of 


the people whom he rendered; happy, aud deſcribed him 
with the horn of plenty in his hand. 


© * Protefilgus heard all theſe praiſes with a cold, heedleſs, 


and ſcortiful air, like a man who is very conſcious that 
he merits yet greater, and that he is too condeſcending 
in ſuffering himſelf to be praiſed. There was a flatterer 
who took the liberty to whiſper in his ears a ſarcaſm 
N the policy which Mettor was endeavouring to 
abliſh. Proteſilaus ſmiled, and the whole aſſembly 
bf out into a laugh, though it was impoſſible for the 
ou part of them to know what had been ſaid ; but 
roteſilaus reſuming : his ſevere and haughty air, every 
one was awed and ſilent again. Several, of the nobles 
waited for the happy moment when Proteſilaus might 
condeſcend to come and hear them, and ſeemed anxious 
and r 3 * favours to aſk of 
Him. Their ſuppliant re for them. T 
appeared as übmafve if, . foot of Pane 
tar, imploring the Gods to reſtore her only ſon to health. 


All ſeemed pleaſed, and to love and admire Proteſilaus, 


though they had harboured in their hearts an implacable 
enmity againſt him. | | 

At this very inſtant Hegeſippus enters, ſeizes Proteſi- 
laus's fword, and tells him that he was going by the 


King's command to carry him to the iſland of Samos. * 
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theſe words all Protefilays's arrogance fell-liken looſened 
rock from the top of a ſteep mountain. Lo-1ihe now 
throws him{clf quaking with fear at! Hegefippus's fear, 
he weeps, | he. faulters, he ſtammers, he tremblea, 1be 
embraces the knees of a man,whom, an hour before he 
did not deign to honour with:a look, All his flatterem 
ſeeing him ruined. paſt redemption, changed their ad ula- 
tions into mercileſs inſultts . ob Þ 
Hegeſippus would not allow him time either to take 4 
laſt farewel of his family, or toi fetch ſome pri vate pa- 
pens * Re _ was ſeized, und carried to the king. 
Timpcrates being arreſted at the ſame time, was extreme- 
Ivy ſurpriſed; for he imagined as he had quarreled with 
rotefilaus, that he could not be involved in his ruin. 
They depart in a bark which was got ready for them, 
and arrive at Samos, where Hegeſippus leaves theſe two 
wretches; and to fill up the are of their | misfor- 
tunes, he leaves them her. Here they furiouſly re- 
proach each other with the cri mes they had committed, 
and which were the cauſe of their ſall; 12 ever 
ſeeing Salentum again, and conde to live from 
their wives and their children; I do not ſay far from 
— — for they had none. _ — men * a 
-1 fo many years in pomp. and pleaſure, bein 
now {i in an ,unknawn country, where they Ar 
means of getting their bread. but by their labour, were 
like two wild beaſts, continually ready to tear each other 
88 lat: ' 3) 1462 1 4 1 E 
Hegrſippus in the mean tĩme enquired: im what part of 
the iſland Philocles lived, and was told that it was on a 
mountain at a good diſtance from the city, where a cave 
ſerved him to dwell in- Every body ſpuke with admira- 
tion of this ſtranger. Since he has been in the iſland, 
ſaid they, he has offended: nobody. Every one :admires 
kis patience, his labour, and tranquillity of mind. Though 
he has nothing, he always ſeems ſatisſied, and though 
he liyes hers quite out of the way of buſineſs, deſtitute 
of money and without authority, yet he obliges all who 
deſerve it, and has a thouſand ingenious ways of doing 
good offices to all his neighbours, Me SIN RD 
Flegeſippus goes towards the cave, and finds it open 
and empty ; for  Philocles's: poverty and fimplicity of 


a. — . = - 
— — 
— — — —— — — — — — 


— — 


OO RS 


_— —— —— — — o-—— ꝛ᷑‘k—ů 
- 


— — — 


— 


212 TELEMACHUS. Book XIV. 


manners were ſo great that he had no occaſion to ſhut the 
door when he went out. A coarſe bulruſh-mat ſerved 
him for a bed. He ſeldom kindled a fire, becauſe he 
eat nothing dreſſed; living all the ſummer on freſh-ga-- 
thered fruits, and on dates and dried figs in the winter ; 
and flaking his thirſt at a fountain which poured in 
cryſtal ſheets from a rock. He had nothing in his cave 
but carving tools, and a few books which he read at ſet 
Hours, not to embelliſh his wit or gratify his curioſity, 
but to inform his mind when he — it from labour, 
and to learn to be good. As for ſculpture, he applied 
himſelf to it only for the ſake of exerciſe, to avoid 


| Idleneſs, and to get his bread without being obliged to 


any body. | 

Hegel us, as he entered the cave, admired the ſta- 
tues which Philocles had begun; particularly a Jupiter, 
whoſe ſerene countenance was ſo full of majeſty, that he 


ns eaſily known to be the father of Gods and men. In 


another part was Mars with a rugged, fierce and threat- 
ning aſpect. But what was moſt ſtriking, was a Minerva 
encouraging the arts ; her countenance was ſoft and no- 
ble ; her ſtatue tall and eaſy, and her attitude ſo lively, 
that one would have thought ſhe was going to walk. He- 
gelippus having viewed the ſtatues with pleaſure, went 


out of the grotto, and at a diſtance, under a large tree, 


beheld Philocles reading on the graſs; he towards 
him ; Philocles ſees him, and knows not what to think. 
Is not that Hegefi us, ſaid he to himſelf, with whom I 
ſo long lived in Crete? But what probability is there 
that he ſhould come to ſo remote an iſland ? Or is it not 
A ghoſt returned fince his death from the Stygian 
re 
While he was thus doubting, Hegeſippus came ſo 
near him, that he could not but know and embrace him. 
It it then you, ſaid he, my dear old friend? What 
chance, what tempeſt has thrown you on this ſhore ? 
Why have you left the iſland of Crete? Is it ſuch 
— 1 as mine, that tears you from your native 
ppus anſwered, It is not a misfortune, but on 
the contrary the goodneſs of the Gods which brings me 


hither, He then related to him Protelilaus's long y - 


Tranny, 
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ranny, his intrigues with Timocrates, the evils into 
which he had plunged Idomeneus, the fall of that prince, 


his flight” to. the coaſts of Heſperia, the building of Sa- 


ljentum, the arrival of Mentor and Telemachus, the wiſe 
maxims which Mentor had inſtilled into the king's mind, 
and the dif; of the two traitors : he added, that he 
had brought them to Samos to ſuffer the baniſhment 
which they had cauſed Philocles to ſuffer; and concluded 
with ſaying, that he had orders to conduct him to Salen- 


tum, where the king, who was ſenſible of his innocence, 


would' intruſt him with his affairs, and load him with 
riches. | Bs 

Lo that cave, replied Philocles, propeter to harbout 
wild beaſts than to be inhabited by men. I have there 


for many years tafted more comfort and pus of mind 
t 


than I ever did in the gilded palaces of the iſland of 
Crete. Men no longer deceive me; for I neither ſee 


them, nor hear their flattering and poiſonous diſcourſe. ' 
I have no further need of them ; for my hands, hardened 


to labour, eaſily furniſh me with the ſimple food which 
is neceſſary for me. A light cloth, as you fee, ſuffices 
to cover me. Having now no wants, and enjoying the 
utmoſt tranquillity and all the ſweets of liberty, which 


my books teach me how to make a good uſe of, what 


ſhould I go in queſt of among 2 fraudful, and in- 
conſtant men? No, no, my dear Hegeſippus, do not 
envy me my happineſs. Proteſilaus, by endeavouring 
to betray the king and to deſtroy me, has betrayed him- 
ſelf, and done me no harm at all: On the contrary, he 
has done 'me the greateſt good ; he has delivered me 
from the hurry and ſlavery of public affairs, and to him 


I am indebted for my dear ſolitude, and all the innocent 


pleaſures I here enjoy. Return, Hegelippus, return to 
the king; help him to ſupport the miſeries of his great- 
neſs, and what you defife me to do for him, do yourſelf, 
Since his eyes, ſo long ſhut againſt the truth, have at 
laſt been opened by the wiſe perſon you call Mentor, let 
bim be retained in his ſervice. As for me, it is not pro- 
per after my ſhipwreck that I ſhould quit the haven inte 
which the itorm has ſo happily thrown me, and co 
myſelf again to the mercy of the winds. O how greatly 


are kings to be piticd ! mw worthy thoſe who ſerve _ 
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of compaſſion! If they are wicked, how miſerable do 
they . what tortures are prepared for 


them in the black gulph of Tartarus!_ If they are good, 
what difficulties have they to overcome! What ſnares to 
_ * evils . 2 er! _ again, my dear He- 
pus, leave me, I ſay, in m verty. 
wh While Philocles was — Gn wh = vehe- 
mence, Hegeſippus bebeld him with wonder. He had 
2 ſeen. him in 2 during his r e of 
e moſt important affairs, e, uiſhing, ex- 
hauſted; for! his ardent and 9 —— 4 him 
vear himſelf away in ſatigues; he could not without in- 
dignation ſee vice unpuniſhed ; he required a certain ex- 
aCtneſs which is never found in buſineſs ; his employments 
therefore ruined his tender health; but at Samos Hege- 
fippus beheld him plump and vigorous. The bloom of 
youth, in ſpite of his years, was renewed on his counte - 
nance... A ſober, quiet, and laborious life had given 
him as it were a new conftitytion, | 55 
Tou are ſurpriſed, ſaid Philocles with a ſmile, to ſee 
me ſo altered. I owe this freſhneſs and perfe& health to 
my ſolitude, My enemies have given me what I could 
never hope to find in the moſt elevated ſtation. Would 
you have me quit ſubſtantial bleſſings to purſue gar: as 
ones, and to plunge myſelf * in my former miſeries? 
Be not more cruel than Proteſilaus; at leaſt, do not envy 
me the happineſs I derive from him. Fa 
Hegeſippus then repreſented to him, but in vain, every 
thing which he thought proper to move him. Are you 
then, ſaid he, inſenſible of the pleaſure of ſeeing your 
friends and relations again, who long for your return, 
and whom the bare expectation of embracing you over- 
whelms with joy ? But can you who fear the Gods, and 
love to do your duty, eſteem as nothing the ſerving your 
— 1 aſſiſting him in all his good deſigns, and the 
ing ſo many people happy? Is it allowable for a 
man to abandon himſelf to a ſavage philoſophy, to pre- 
fer himſelf to all the reſt of mankind, and to love his 
own eaſe more than the happineſs of his fellow-citizens ? 
Beſides, it will be thought that it is out of reſentment 
that you refuſe to ſee the king; if he defigned to do you 
he did not know you; It was 


4 
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not the true, the good, the juſt Philocles whom he de- 
figned to deſtroy ; it was a very different perſon whom 
he defigned to puniſh, But now he knows you, and 
does not miſtake you for another, he feels all his former 
friendſhip revive in lus heart; he expects you; he already 
ſtretches out his arms to embrace yous and impatiently | 
numbers the days, the hours, till he ſees you. Is your 
heart ſo hardened as to be incxorable to your king and to 
all your deareſt friends? ? | 
ilocles, who was moved when he firſt perceived He- 
ppus, reſumed his auſtere air on hearing this diſcourſe. 
ike a rock againſt which the winds rage, and all the 
groaning billows break in vain, he remained immoveable; 
nor intreaties nor arguments could find any paſſage to his 
heart. But the moment Hegeſippus began to deſpair of 
prevailing upon him, Philocles having conſulted the 
Gods, diſcovered by the flight of birds, the entrails of 
victims, and divers other omens, that he was to go with; 
„ Ie ve langen, fee iwai*d 
ereupot 0 it no longer, but or 
his 4 i not altar oh ing the deſert 
where he ſo many years had lived. Alas! ſaid he, muſt 
I leave you, my delightful grotto, where | ſlum- 
bers nightly came to —_— me ＋ = toils of the day k. 
Here tal ſiſters, in the midſt of my poverty, 
my days of à golden and ſilken thread. He fell = 
earth, and weeping adored the naiad. who had fo long 
flaked his thirſt with her limpid wave, and the nymphs. 
that _— all wer neighbouring mountains. Echo 
heard his wailings, and with a plaintive voice repeated 
them to all 22 deities. 8 5 
Philocles then went to the city with Hegeſippus, in 
order to embark. He imagined that the, unhappy Pro- 
teſilaus, overwhelmed with ſhame and indignation, would 
avoid ſeeing him; but he was miſtaken: For corrupt 
men have no ſhame, aud are always ready to ſtoop to any 
kind of meanneſs. Philocles I N out of the 
way, that he might ot be ſeen by this wretch; being 
apprehenſive that the ſight of a proſperous rival, who was 
ng to be raiſed on his ruin, would increaſe his miſery. 
bar roteſilaus eagerly ſought after Philocles, and en- 
5, L 2 deavoured 
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deavoured to move his pity, and to eng ge him to ſolicit 
the king that he might return to — Philocles 


was too fincere to promiſe, that he would try to get him 
zecalled ; for he knew better than any one how pernici- 
ous his. return would have been. He talked to him how- 
ever with great mildneſs; he. pitied him, endeavoured to 
comfort him, and exhorted him-to appeaſe the Gods by 
the purity of his manners, and an exemplary patience 

under his ſufferings. And as he had heard that the king 

had ripe Protefilaus of all his ill-gotten wealth, he pro- 
miſed him two things which he — faithfully per- 
formed: One was, to take care of his wife and children, 
who remained at Salentum, in a frightful ſtate of poverty, 
expoſed to public indignation ; y other was, to ſend 
Protefilaus, in this remote iſland, ſome ſupplies of mo- 
ney to alleviate his —_ 

Mean while the ſails ſwelling with a favourable gale, 
Hepe us grows impatient, and haſtens the departure 
of Philocles. Protefilaus ſees them: embark ; his eyes 
are motionleſs and fixed on the ſhore ; they then purſue 
the bark as it cleaves the waves, and is continually dri- 
ven farther off by the winds. And even when he could 
ſee it no „ its image remains in his mind. At 
h diſtracted, furious, deſpairing, he tears off his 
Hair, rolls himſelf on the ſand, upbraids the Gods with 
their rigour, and calls relentleſs death to his aid, but 
calls in vain; for death, regardleſs of his prayers, deigns 
not to deliver him from his numerous woes, nor has he 
the courage to deliver himſelf. | 

Mean time the bark, favoured' by Neptune and the 
winds, quickly arrives at Salentum. ' The king bei 
told that it was entering the port, immediately ran wi 
Mentor to meet Philocles. He tenderly embraced him, 
and expreſſed a great concern for having ſo unjuſtly per- 
ſecuted him. This confeflion, inftead of ſeeming a weak- 
neſs in a prince, was looked upon by all the ine 
as the effort of a r fou), which _ _ its errors 
| owning and reſolving to repair them. Every body 
wp — joy to ſee this virtuous lover of the people, 

to hear the king talk with ſo much wiſdom and good- 


Philocles 
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Philocles receĩved he king's careſſes with a 18 
modeſt air; he was impatient tv ſteal away from the ac-- 
elamations of the people, and: followed Idomeneus to the 
palace. Mentor and he quickly: repoſed as much confi- 
dence in each other, as if they had paſſed their lives to- 
gether, though they never ſaw one another before; for 
the Gods, who have not given eyes to the wicked to 
know the good, 3 eyes to the good to know 
one another. They who reliſh virtue, cannot be toge-- 
ther without contracting à fri« ip, by means of the 
virtue they love. Philocles ſoon aſked the king's leave 
to retire to a ſolitary place near Salentum, where he con- 
tinued to live in poverty as he had done at Samos. The 
king and Mentor went almoſt every day to viſit him in 
his retirement, where they concerted' the means of 
ſtrengthening the laws; and of giving a ſolid form to the 
government for cl thi of the publick. | ; 


The two principal things which they conſidered, were 
the education of children, and the manner of. living in 
time of peace. As to children, faid Mentor, they are 
leſs the property of their parents than of the publick ; 
they are the children of the people, and are their hope 
and ſtrength ; it is too late to correct them when they 
are corrupted; it avails little ro exclude: them from 
employments,, when they have rendered themſelves un- 
worthy of them; it is better to prevent the evil than t 
be obli to puniſh. it, The king, .added he, who 1 
the father of all his people, is ſill more particularly 
the father of all the youth; they are the blofſom of the 
whole nation, and the fruits muſt be prepared in the 
bloſſom. Let not the king therefore diſdain to be watch- 
fal, and to cauſe others to be watchful, of the education 
of children. Let him be fteady in cauſing the laws of - 
Minos to be: obſerved, which ordain that children be 
educated in. a contempt of pain and death ; that honour 
be placed in lighting pleaſures and riches ; that in- 
- juſtice, lying, ingratitude, and luxury be accounted in- 

famous vices ; that they be taught from their tendereft 
infancy to ſing the praiſes of heroes who were beloved of 
the Gods, who have done generous actions for their coun- 
try, and have diftinguiſhed their courage in battle; chat 
the charms of mls _—_ their ſouls, 1n order to _ 

"ads 
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and purify their manners ;. that they be taught to be 
kind to their friends, faithful to their allies, juſt to all 
mankind, even to their moſt cruel enemies; and that 
they be leſs rehenfive of death and tortures, than of 
the leaſt upbraiding of their conſcience. If children are 
early imbued with theſe important maxims, and the 
melody of muſick inſinuate them into their hearts, there 
will be few who will not burn with a love of glory and 
virtue. ons | pn” 

Mentor added, That it was of great importance to in- 
ſtitute publick ſchools, in order to habituate the youth to 
the hardeſt bodily exerciſes, and to prevent effeminacy 
and jdleneſs, which ruin the beſt conſtitutions. He was 
likewiſe for having a great variety of games and ſhows, 
that might be a ſpur to the people, but eſpecially ſuch as 
would exerciſe and render their bodies active, pliant and 
vigorous ; and to theſe he annexed rewards in order to 
excite a generous emulation. But what he was moſt ze - 
Jous for, as being moſt conducive to purity of manners, 
was, that young men ſhould times, and then 
their parents, without any views of intereſt, ſhould leave 
them to chuſe wives of agreeable tempers and perſons, to 
whom they might be conſtant in their love. 

But while they were thus concerting means to keep the 
youth chaſte and innocent, and to make them laborious, 
tractable, and fond of glory, Philocles, who delighted 
in war, thus addreſt himſelf to Mentur: In vain will you 
employ our youth in all theſe exerciſes, if you let them 
languiſh in a perpetual peace, wherein they will have no 
experience of war, nor no need to. give proofs of their 
—_ » You will thereby enſeeble the nation; its cqu- 
rage will inſenſibly be unnerved, its manners corrupted 
by pleaſures, and other warlike nations will find no dif- 
Sculty in making a-conqueſt of it. And thus by endea- 
vouring to avoid the evils of war, they will fall into the 
miſeries of ſlavery, F 

Mentor anſwered, the evils of war are more terrible 
than you imagine, War exhauſts a people, and continu- 

K nap them to the danger of being ruined, even 

| when they obtain the greateſt victories, With whatever 
adyantages a man enters into a war, he is never ſure of 
en ling it without being liable to the moſt = 4 
verſes 
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verſes of fortune. With whatever ſuperiority of forces 
— in battle, the Teaſt miſtake, a panick, a no- 
thing, inatches the victory out of his hands, and transfers 
it to his enemies. And though he held victory as it 
were in chains in his camp, yet he deſtroys himſelf in 
3 his foes. For he depopulates his own coun- 
try ; aves the lands almoſt yncultivated ; he inter- 
rupts trade; and what is much worſe, he weakens the 
beſt laws, and winks at a depravity of manners. The 
youth no longer addict themſelves to letters. The neceſ- 
ſity of the times obliges him to tolerate a pernicious li- 
centiouſneſs in the army. Juſtice, government, every 
thing ſuffers in the confuſion. A king who ſheds the . 
blood of ſuch multitudes, and cauſes fo many calamities 
in order to acquire a little glory, ot to extend the bounds 
of his kingdom, is unworthy of the glory he purſues, and 
deſerves to loſe what he for having endeavoured 
to uſurp what he has no right to. = 
But the courage of a nation may be exerciſed in times 
of peace, You already know what bodily exerciſes we 
inſtitute, the prizes to excite emulation, and the max- 
ims of glory and virtue, with which the ſongs of the great 
actions of heroes will fill the ſouls of children almoſt from 
their very cradles: / Add to theſe helps, that of a ſober 
and laborious life, But this 1s not all: As ſoon as any 
nation in alliance with yours, is engaged in a war, the 
flower of your youth muſt be ſent thither, eſpecially thoſe 
who have diſcovered a genius for war, and are the beſt 
qualified to profit by experiences. You will thereby main- 
tain an high reputation among your neighbours, who will 
court your alliance, and be afraid of loſing it. And 
thus without having a war at home, and at your o ex- 
| fanny ou w_ always have a warlike and intrepid body 
of youth. Notwithſtanding you have peace in your own 
kingdom, you muſt not fall a treat thoſe with great ho« 
Rour who have a talent for war; for the true way ts 
avoid war and to maintain a laſting peace, is to cultivate 
arms, to honour men who excel in the profeſſion of them, 
always to have ſome who have been trained up in foreign 
countries, and who know the ſtrength and diſcipline of 
neighbouring nations, and their manner of making war; 
and to be equally incapable of making it through ambi- 
| | L 4 tion, 
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tion, and of dreading it through effeminacy. being 
thus always — for it I. one Fog hardly 
ever reduced to the neceſſity of making it at all. 
As for * allies, when they are ready to engage in 
a war with each other, it is your part to become thei 
mediator. You thereby acquire a more ſolid and un- 
4 glory than that of conquerors; you win 
love and eſteem of ſtrangers; they all ſtand in need 
of you, and you reign over them by the confidence they 
repoſe in you, as you reign over your ſubjects by your 
authority. You are the repoſitory of their ſecrets, the 
arbiter of their treaties, the maſter of their hearts. 
Your fame flies to the moſt diſtant countries, and your 


name is like a ſweet perfume which diffuſes itſelf from 


- Country to country, even to the remoteſt nations. If a 
neighbouring people attack you in theſe circumſtauces 
contrary to . rules of juſtice, it finds you warlike, pre- 
pared, and, what is a much greater ſecurity, beloved 
and ſyccoured. All your neighbours are alarmed ſor 
you, and ate perſuaded that the publick ſafety depends 
on your preſervation. l his is a much ſtronger rampart 
than all the walls of cities, or the moſt regular fortifica- 
tions: this is ſabſtantial glory. But how few princes 
are there who are wiſe enough to purſue it, or rather, 
who do not fly from it! They purſue a deluſive phan- 
tom, and leave true honour behind them for want of 
knowing it. | 
When Mentor had ſpoken thus, Philocles looked upon 
him wich aſtoniſhment ; and then turning his eyes on the 
king, was charmed to ſe: how greedily Idomeneus ſtored 
up in his heart all the words which poured like a torrent 
a wiſdom from the mouth of this ſtranger. | 
Thus did Minerva, in the form of =_—_ eſtabliſh 
all the beſt laws and moſt uſeful maxims of government 
at Salentum; not ſo much to make the kingdom of Ido- 
meneus flouriſh, as to ſhow Telemachus, when he ſhould 
return, a ſt-iking example of the effects of a wiſe, admi- 
piſtration with regard to the happineſs of the people, and 
the laſting glory of the prince. e 
END OF THE. FOURTEENTH BOOK. 
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The ARGUMENT... | 


Telemachns in the camp. of the alliet «wins the affettion of ' 
| Phileftetes, aubo wwas at fit prejudiced againſt bim on 
account of his father Ulyſſes. PhiloRetes relates to him his 
adventures, with which he interweaves the particulars 
of the death of Hercules, * by the poiſoned tunict 
aubich the Centaur Neſſus had given to Dejanira. He 
informs him how he obtained of this hero his fatal ar- 
rows, without which the city of T roy could not have 
been talen; how he was puniſhed for betraying his ſecret, 
Ex all the miſeries he ſuffered in the iſle of Lemnos; and 
how Ulyſſes employed Neoptclemus to engage him to go to 
' the fiege of Troy, where. be wwas cured of his wound by 
the ſons of Eſculapius. | 3 e 


N the mean time Telemachus was fi 2nalizing his cou-- 


rage amidſt the dangers of war. When he — 
n 


from Salentum, he was very aſſiduous to win the 

of the old captains, whoſe reputation and experience were 
Neſtor Who had ſeen him before 
at Pylos, and who always loved Ulyſſes, treated him as 
if he had been his own ſon ; giving him inſtructions which 
he enforced by various examples, and relating to him all * 
the adventures of his youth, and all the moſt temarkable - 
things which he had ſeen * by the 3 
* 5. * Au 
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| laſt age. The memory of this wiſe ſenior, who bad lived 


thrice the- age of man, was as it were an hiſtory of an- 
cient times engraved on braſs and marble. © 
PhiloRetes had not at firft the ſame affection for Tele- 
machus as Neſtor had. The hatred which he had ſo 
long harboured in his heart againſt Ulyſſes, prejudiced 
him againſt his ſon ; and he could not without uneaſineſs 
ſee all that he thought the Gods were doing in favour of 


this youth, in order to render him equal to the heroes 


who had ſubverted the 3 Troy. But at length the 
prudent deportment of Telemachus entirely overcame 
the reſentment of Philoctetes, who could not help loving 
his engaging and modeſt virtue. He often took him aſide, 
and ſaid, my ſon, (for I no longer ſcruple to call you 
ſo) your father and I were, I own, a long while enemies 
to each other. I own alſo that my heart was not ap- 
peaſed after we had ſubverted the haughty city of Troy ; 
and that I found it difficult when I ſaw you, to love vir- 
tue in the ſon of Ulyſſes. With this I often reproached 
myſelf. But virtue, when it is gentle, unaffected, in- 
nuous and modeſt, at length overcomes every thing, 
iloctetes was afterwards inſenſibly engaged to tell him 
N had kindled in his heart ſo much enmity againſt 
muſt, ſaid he, begin my hiſtory higher. I every 
where attended the great Hercules, who freed the earth 
from ſo many monſters, and in whoſe ſight the other he- 
roes were but as feeble reeds near a large oak, or little 
birds in the preſence of the eagle. His misfortunes and 
mine proceeded from love, the ſource of all the moſt ter- 
rible diſaſters. Hercules, who had conquered ſo many 
monſters, could not conquer this ſhameful paſſion : Cu- 
pid, the cruel boy, made him his ſport, Nor could he 
recolle& without bluſhing with ſhame, that he had for- 
merly been ſo forgetful of his glory, as to ſpin with Om- 
phale queen of Lydia, like the moſt abject and effeminate 
of mankind ; ſo far was he hurried away by his blind 
paſſion. An hundred times has he confeſſed to me, that 


this part of his life had tarniſhed his virtue, and almoſt 


* 


_  effaced che glo of all his labours. How great, ye Gods 1 


is the weakneſs and. inconſtancy of men ! they think 


| themſclves all- ſufficient, though they can withſtand no- 


thing. 
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thing. Alas! the great Hercules was entangled again 
in the ſnares of love, which he had ſo often deteſted. He 
conceived a paſſion for Dejanira : She was his wife, and 
happy had he been had he been conſtant to her; but 
Iole's youth, on whoſe face the graces were pictured, 
quickly raviſhed his heart. Dejanira burning with jea- 
louſy, bethought her of the tunick, which the cen- 
taur Neſſus had bequeathed her at his death, as a certain 
means to awaken the love of Hercules, as often as he 
ſhould ſeem to negleR her, and to be fond of another. 
This tunick, embrued with the venomous blood of the 
centaur, contained the poiſon of the arrows with which 
that monſter was flain. You know that the arrows with 
which Hercules killed the perfidious centaur, had been 
dipped in the blood of the Lernæan Hydra, and that this 
blood poiſoned thoſe arrows in ſuch a degree that all their 
wounds were incurable. | 
Hercules haring put on this tunick, preſently-ſele the = 
devouring fire, which inſinuated itſelf even into the mar- 
row of his bones. He roared in a horrible manner, mak 
ing mount Oeta and all the deep vallies ring with his 
cries ; nay, the ſea itſelf ſeemed to be moved: the moſt 
furious bulls in their conflicts could not have made a more 
terrible bellowing. The ill-fated Lychas, who had 
brought him this tunick from Mejanira, preſuming to ap- 
proach him, Hercules ſeized him in the tranſports of his 
anguiſh, and as a ſlinger whirls a ſtone in his ſong, in 
order to caſt it the farther, whirled him ſwiftly round, 
and then with his potent hands hurled him from the top 
of the mountains into the billows of the ſea: where he 
was immediately transformed into a rock, which ſtill re- 
tains an human ſhape, and being continually beaten by 
the angry waves, alarms the wary pilot at a diſtanee-. 
Aſter this misfortune of Lychas, believing I ſhould no 
longer be ſafe with Hercules, I thought of Fiding myſelf 
in the deepeſt caverns of the earth. With one hand I be- 
Veld him caſily uproot the lofty firs and ancient oaks, which 
tor ſeveral ages had braved the winds and the tempeſts; 
with the other he vainly endeavoured to tear the fatal 
tunick from his back; it was glued to his ſking and as it 
were in.corpor: ted with bis limbs: as he tore that, he 
tore off his ſkin and his 5 drenched the _ 
; 1 6 Wi 
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with torrents of blood. At length his virtue getting the 
better. of hit anguiſh, he cried out, You ſee, my deareſt 
Philofetes ! the evils which the Gods inflict upon me; 
they are righteous ; I haie offended them; I have vio- 
lated conjugal love; having vanquiſhed ſo many ene- 
mies, I meanly ſuffered myſelf ro be vanquiſhed by a. 
beautiful ſtranger; I periſh, and I am willing to periſh 
20 appeaſe the Gods, But alas! my dear friend, whi- 
ther do you fly? My exceſſive tortures have indeed made 
me commit an act of cruelty on the wretched Lychas, for 
which my conſcience upbraids me; he knew not that he 
preſented me poiſon, nor deſerved to ſuffer. But do you 
think that 1 can forget my friendſhip for you, and that I 
would zob you of your life? No, no, I ſtall never ceaſe 
to love Philoctetes. PhiloRetes ſhall receive my fleeting 
foul in his boſom; he ſhall colet my aſhes together. 
Where are you then, my dear Philoctetes? Philocictes ! 
the only hope which is leſt me here below. 

This faid, I immediately ran towards him; he ſtretches 
out bis arms to embrace me, but draws them back again, 
for fear of kindling in my boſom the crucl fire with. 
which he himſelf was conſumed. Alas! ſaid he, even. 
this conſolation is 10 longer allowed me. As he ſpeaks 
thus, he collects together the trees he had torn up by the 

roots ; he makes a tuneral pile of them on. the top of the 
mountain; he aſcends it with tranquility ;. he overſpreads 
it with the ſkin of the Nemean lion, which he had ſo. 
worn on his ſhoulders, when he travelled from one 
of the earth to the other to deſtroy monſters, and de- 
Rver the diſtreſſed; he leans on his club, and bids me 
light the py re. ; | Y 
My hands trembling with horror could not deny him 
this cruel office; for his life was ſo racked with tortures,. 
that it was ne longer a gift of the Gods. I was more- 
over apprehenſive left. the violence of his pangs ſhould. 
tranſport him to act ſomething unworthy. of the virtue 
which had aſtoniſhed the univerſe. Percerving the flames 
begin to catch the pyre, Now, cried he, my dear Philoc- 
tetes, I am convinced of the fincerity of your friendſhip ; _ 
for you love my honour: more than my life: May * 
Gods reward you for it! I bequeath you what L have of 
the moſt valuable in the world, theſe arrows dipt = 91 
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blood of the Lernzan' Hydra. Vou know that their 
wounds are incurable; they will render you as invincible. 
as I have been, and no mortal will dare to contend with 
you. Remember that I dle your fairhful friend, and 
never forget how dear you have been to me. And if you 
are really touched with my ſufferings, you will afford me 
the laſt conſolation in your power, a promiſe never to- 
. diſcover to any mortal either my death, or the place 
where you conceal my aſhes. Alas! I promiſed, nay 1 
fore it as I bedewed his pyle with my tears; a beam 
of gladneſs darted from his eyes. But he was ſuddenly 
involved in curling flames, which ſtifled his voice, and. 
almoſt ſnatched” him from my fight; However, I be- 
held him again through the fire with a tountenance as 
ſerene as if it had been crowned with flowers, perfumed 
and encircled by his. friends, amidft the merriments of a 
ſumptuous banquet... V 
Soon did the fire conſume all his earthly and mortal 
part; ſoon was there nothing left of what he had re- 
ceived from his mother Alcmena at his birth: But he 
preſerved by Jupiter's decree that ſubtle. and immortal 
ſubſtance, that celeſtial flame, the true principle of Lfe, . 
which he had received from the father of the Gods. He- 
aſcended therefore to drink neftar with them under the 
gilded roofs of ſhining Olympus; where the immortals 
gave him for his wife the lovely Hebe, the Goddeſs of 
youth ; who uſed to pour the nectar into Jupiter's cup, 
before Gany mede was preferred to that honour: = 5 
For my part, I found an inexhauſtible ſource: of ſor- 
rows, in the very arrows he bequeathed me in order to 
raiſe me above the heroes. The confederate kings quickly - 
undertook. to revenge Menelaus on the inſamous Paris, 
the rayiſher. of Helen, and. to fabvett the empire of Pri- 
am. The oracle of Apollo gave them to underſtand that 
they muſt not hope for an happy iſſue of that war, unlcſs .- 
they had the arrows-of Hercules. | 
ans father Ulyſſes, who in all their counſels conſtantly. 
_ Ciſcovered the greateſt wiſdom and art, undertook to 
perſuade me to accompany them to the fiege of Troy. 
and to carry the arrows thither, which were he thought 
in my: poſſefſron.. Hercules had not been ſeen for a long 
while; there was no talk of any new. expleit of his; 
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into a wood, I 


monſters and wicked men began to appear again with im- 
anity. The Grecks knew not what to think concernin 
im; ſome ſaid that he was dead, and others that he 

was as far as the frozen Bear in order to tame the 

Scythians; but Ulyſſes maintained that he was dead, and 
undertook to make me confeſs it. As he came to me 
while I was yet ingonſolable. for the loſs of the great Al- 
cides, he found it yery difficult to accoſt me; for I could 
not bear the fight of men, nor the thoughts of being 
* of mount Oeta, where I had ſeen 
my friend die ; I heeded but to recall the image of that 

hero to my mind, and to weep at the fight of thoſe ſcenes 
of ſorrow. But ſoft and powerful perſuaſion hung on 


your father's lips; he ſeemed almoſt as much afflicted as 
43 


he poured forth floods of tears; he inſenfibly won 


my heart and my confidence, and moved me with pity 


for the kings of Greece, who were going to fight in a 


juſt cauſe, and could not ſucceed without me. He could 


not however extort from me. the ſecret of Hercules's 
death, which I had ſworn never to reveal ; but he no 
longer doubted of it, and prefſed me to ſhew him where 
I had concealed his aſhes. | 

Though I had, alas! an abhorrence of being guilty 
of perjury, by revealing a ſecret which I had promiſed 


the Gods never to reyeal ; yet was I ſo weak as to evade 


the oath which I durſt not violate : the Gods have pu- 
niſned me for it; I tamped with my foot on the earth 


where I had depoſited the aſhes of Hercules. I then 


went and joined the confederate kings, who received me 
with the joy as they would have received Hercules 
himſelf, As I was paſſing through the iſland of Lemnos, 
I had a mind to ſhow all the Greeks the efficacy of my 
arrows, and pong 59 ſhoot. a deer which was ruſhing 

dleſsly let the arrow fall from my 
bow on my foot, where it made a wound which I fill 
feel, I was immediately racked with the ſame tortures 
which Hercules himſelf had fuffered, and filled the iſland 
both night and day with my wailings ; black corrupted 
blood. ifluing from my wound, infected the air, and dif- 
fuſed a ſtench through the whole Grecian camp, which 
was enough to ſuffocate men of the moſt robuſt. conſlitu- 
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tions. . Tbe whole army was ſtruck with horror at my 
diſtreſs 3. every one concluding that it was a judgment 
which the righteous Gods had inflited upon me. 

Ulyſſes, who had engaged me in this war, was the 
firſt to forſake me. I have fince been convinced that he 
did it, becauſe he preferred victory and the common in- 
_ of Greece to all * r and 1 cy 
with regard to any particular perſon. It was no Io 5 
poſſible to ſacrifice in the camp, ſo much did the — 
and infection of my wound, and the violence of my 
ſhrieks diſturb the whole army. But as ſoon as I ſaw 
myſelf deſerted by all the Greeks at the inftigation of 
Ulyſles, his conduct ſeemed to me to be full of the moſt 
 ſhockin my and the blackeſt treachery. Alas! 

I was blind and did not ſee that it was juſt that the 

wiſeſt men ſhould be my enemies, as well as the Gods 

whom 1 had offended. . . 

I remained, during almoſt the whole fiege of Troy, 
all alone, without ſuccour, without hope, without com- 
fort, a prey to the moſt terrible tortures in this deſert 
and ſavage iſland, where I heard but the roaring of the 

billows that daſhed againſt the rocks. In the midſt of 
this ſolitude I found an empty cave, in a rock that lifted 
its two points like two to the hcavens, and poured 
forth a limpid ſpring. This cave was a harbour for 
wild beaſts, to whoſe fury I was expoſed both night and 
day. I heaped ſome leaves together for a bed : My 
whole furniture was a wooden bowl rudely wrought, and 
ſome tattered cloaths, with which I bound up my wound 
to flop its bleeding, and with which I likewiſe uſed to 
cleanſe it. Here abandoned by men, the objeR of the 
wrath of the Gods, I ſpent my time in ſhooting doves 
and other birds which flew around the rock, with my 
arrows. And when I had killed any for my ſuſtenance, 
I was forced with extreme pain to crawl along the earth 


to pick up my prey. In this manner did my ro- 
vide me 34 4 to ſubſiſt on. 4 


The Greeks indeed, when they went away, left me 
ſome proviſions ; but they did not laſt long. I uſed to 
kindle my fire with flints. This life, dreadful as it was, 
as it was remote from falſe ungrateſul men, we 
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feemed pleaſant to mc, had I not been borne --o 4 
my pains, and inceffantly ruminating on my dire mif- 
ohance. What! ſaid I; entice a man from his native 
eountry, under pretence of his being the only one who 
eould avenge Greece, and then leave him in this deſert: 
iland while he was aſflcep !. For I was afleep when the 
Greeks: departed. Judge how great was my ſurpriſe, 
and how many tears I med, when. I awaked and ſaw 
their veſſels ploughing through the waves: I ſearched. 
every corner of chis, ſavage and ſrightfal ifland, bu: alas! 
I found in it- nothing but ſorrow. In fact, there is nei-- 
ther harbour, nor trade, nor hoſpitality, nor does any 
man willingly land there, One ſees but wretches Who 
have been driven upon. it by ſtorms, and one cannot. 
hope for ſociety. but from ſhipwrecks; and even thoſe 
durſt not take me along with them: they dreaded the 
wrath of the Gods and that of the Greeks: Here for 
ten long years did I ſuffer pain and hunger; here I fed 
my devouring. wound; and even hope itfelf was extin- 
guiſhed in my heart. 5 „ a 

Returning one day from ſeeking ſame medicinal herbs . 
for my wound, I ſaw in my cave a handſome. graceful 
youth, but of an haughty air and heroick ſtature. Me- 
thought I beheld Achilles himſelf, ſo much had he of 
his features, looks and gait ; his age only convinced me 
that it could not be he. I obſerved both pity and con- 
fuſion blended together in his face; he. was moved at 
ſeeing with what Pain and how ſlowly I crawled along; 
my piercing and doleful cries, which the echoes of every 
ſhore reſounded, melted his very heart. TN 

O firanger! ſaid I, whife I was yet a good way off, 
what diſaſter has brought you to this uninhabited iſland ? 
I know the Grecian Fabia, hat habit which is ftill ſo 
dear to me. Oh! how I long to hear thy voice, and to 
find on thy lips the language which J. learnt in my in- 
fancy, and which I have ſpoke to body for ſo long a 
time in this ſolitude. Be not ſtartled at the fight of ſo 
wretched a creature; you ought rather to pity him. 

Neoptolemus had hardly told me that he was a Greek, 
when 1 cried ont, O inchanting words after ſo many 


years of filence and never- ceaſing pain; O my ſon'!. 
ö | what. 
4 
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what misfortune, what ſtorma, or sather. what propt- 
tious wihds have. brought you hither to end my woes! 
He replied, I am of the iſland of Seyros; I am return- 
ing thither, and am {aid to be the ſon of Achilles: You 
know the whole. Fool 3 
So ſhort an anſwer not ſatisfying my curidòſity, I ſaid, 
O ſon of a father whom I greatly loved, thou darling of 
thy grandfire Lycomedes, what brings you hither ? 
whence come yau? He replied, that he came from the 
ſiege of Troy. You were not, ſaid I, in the firſt expe- 
dition. Why, ſaid he, were you? I plainly fee, an- 
ſwered I, that you are n ſtranger to Philoctetes s name 
and misfortunes. - Alas! wretch that I am, my perſe- 
cutors inſult me in my miſeries ! Greece is ignorant of 
my ſufferings; my ſorrows: increaſe; the Atridz haye 
—__ me to this; may the Gods requite them for 
it l £6 5 . 1 er 
I then told him how the Grees had deſerted me. As 
foon as he heard my complaints, he made his. After 
the death of Achilles, ſaid he I immediately inter- 
rupted him, ſaying. How! Achilles dead! © my fon! 
excuſe my breaking in upon your narration by the tears 
I owe your fatben, You comfort me, replied Neopras 
lemus, by your interruption. How: delightful it is to 
me to ſce Philoctetes bewail my father! 1 ; 
Neoptolemus reſuming his diſcourſe, ſaid, After the 
death of Achilles, Ulyſſes and Phanix came to me, af: 


beſtowed ſuch -praiſes upon mc. I immediately aſk cha 
Atridæ for my father's armour; they cruelly reply, you 
ſhall have every thing elſe that belonged to him; but 28 
for his armour it is defigned for Uhyſſen. 
Upon this 1 am troubled, I weep, I rave ; But III 


without 
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words. Far from the army of the 
prevails over 


"UC cour. 


without the leaſt emotion ſail, Young man, you have 
not borne your part with us in the perils of this lon 
ſiege; you have not merited ſuch arms, and already tal 


too htily ; you ſnhall never have them. Unjuſtly 
robbed 0 f 


ſſes, I am now returning to the iſle of 
Scyros, leſs incenſed againſt him than againſt the Atridæ. 
May all who are their enemirs, be beloved of the Gods 
O PhiloQetes! I have told you all. | 
I then aſked Neoptolemus why Ajax Telamon did not 
ent ſuch a piece of injuſtice. He is dead, anſwered 
Dead! cried I; and Ulyſles not dead; he on the 
contrary proſpers in the army ! I' then enquired after 
Antilochus the ſon of the wiſe Neſtor, and Patroclus ſo 
dear to Achilles. — dead alſo, ſaid he. Here- 
upon I ence again :crixd out, How dead! What, alas! 
do you tell me! Thus cruei war mows down the good 
and ſpares the wicked. Ulyſſes then is living; and fo, 
no doubt, is Therſites ? e are the doings of the 
Gods, and yet we celebrate their praiſes ! . OE hs 
While I was in this rage againſt your father, Neopto- 
lemus went on to deceive me, adding theſe melanchol 
reeks where evil 
„Im going to live contented in the 
rude inland of Scyros. Farewell, I go; may the Gods 
W oh wg DP | FR. . 2 bs 
I 1nftantly ſaid O my ſon, I conjure you by t 
manes of __ father, by your mother, by all that is 
deareſt to you Mm3the world, not to leave me alone in 
this; miſerable condition; I am not ignorant how bur- 
' I call be to you, but it would be diſhonourable 
cou to forſake te; throw me into the prow, the 
ſtern, the fink itſelſ lor wherever I may incommode you 
the leaſt. None but great fouls” know how much glory 
there is in N — "Leave me not in a deſert, 
where:;there. 4sſino human footftepg'1itake me into your 
own country, or into Evbeya, which 1s not far from 
mount Qeta, Trachinium, and the pleaſant banks of 
the. river Sperchius : ſend me back to my father! Alas! 


I fear he is dead: I deſired him to ſend me a ſhip: 


either he is dead, or thoſe who promiſed to tell him my 
diſtreſs, did not do it. O my ſon, I fiy-to you for ſuc- 


cour. Remember the inſtability of all human things: 


Who is in proſperity, ſhould $7.5 K the abofing it 
and relieve the dH ll. . 


This is what the exceſs of my an iſh promp ted me 


to ſay to Neoptolemus; he promiſed to take me with 
him. I then burſt into ex tions again; O 
day! O lovely — worthy of thy” father's 
glory. Ye dear companions of this voyage, permit me 
to bid this diſmal manſion adieu. Lo! where I have 
lived; imagine what I have ſuffered ; no body eiſe could 
haye borneit : But neceſſity was my tutor, and ſhe 
teaches men what they would never otherwiſe know: The 
who have never ſuffered, - know nothing; they know 
neither good nor evil; they are ſtrangers to 
they are ſtrangers to themſelves: This ſaid, I took my 
bow and my arrows. : 

Neoptolemus defired me to let him kif thoſe cele- 
brated arms which had been conſecrated by the invinci- 
ble Hercules. I replied, you may do what you pleaſe, 
] can deny thee no ; it is thou, my ſon, who now 
reſtoreſt me the light, my country, my aged father, my 
friends, myſelfz you may touch:;theſe arms, and boaſt 
of being the only Greek that bavdeſerved to touch them. 
Hereupon W — my grotto — my 
arms. 1 

Mean while 1 ant fined with exquiſite ins; I rave; 
1 no longer know what I do; I aſk for a tharp ſword to 
cut off my foot, and cry out, O much defired death, 
why comeſt thou not? O yo ang man, burn me this in- 
ſtant as I burnt the ſon of Jupiten. O earth, carth, re- 
ceive a dying wretch that can — do more! In this 
agony I fell ſuddenly, as uſual, into a ſound 2 
copious diſcharge of ſweat began to relieve me; 


corrupted iſſued com my wound. During my | 


ſleep it had been eaſy ſor Neoptolcmts to have taken 

my arms and gone away; bat be es th fon of Achilles, 
and was not born to deceive. 

When I awaked I perceived his confuſion : he fighed 
like one who know's not to difſemble, and acts .contary 
to his inclination, Wilt thou deceive me, ſaid I? 


What's the matter? You muſt go with me, ſaid 2 
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the ſiege of Troy. I inſtanily replied, Ah! what ſaid 
you, my ſon? give me back the bow; I am betrayed; 
rob me not of my life. Alas! he anſwers not; he looks 
calmly upon me; nothing moves him. O ye ſhores! 
ye promontories of this iſland] ye ſavage s! ye 
ſteepy rocks! tis to you I make my complaints; for E 
have but you to whom. I can complain : my groans are 
familiar to you. Muſt I be betrayed by the ſon of 
Achilles? He robs me of the — bow of Hercules; 
he would drag me in triumph to the Grecian camp; not 
perceiving that this were triumphing over a corpſe, a 
ſhadow, a phantom. Oh! had he attacked me in my 
vigour! Nay, even now he does it unawares. What. 
ſhall I do? O my ſon reſtore my arms; be like thy 
father, be like thyſelf. What ſayeſt thou? Nothing! 
Thou ſavage rock, to thee I return naked, — 
abandoned, deſtitute of food. In this den ſhall I die all 
alone; having my bow no longer to kill the wil d beaſts, 
they will devonr me: no matter. But, my fon, you 
ſeem not a bad man ; ill advice prompts you to this; re- 
turn me my arms, and be gone. F 
Neoptolemus with tears in his eyes and a low voice 
ſaid, Would to the Gods that 1 had never departed from 
Scyros! Mean time I cry out, Ah! what do i fee? Is, 
not that Ulyſſes? I —_—_ his voice; he replies 
yes. It 18 Ulyſies. Had Pluto's ſable realm 12 — 
and ſhown me diſmal Tartarus, which the G 

ſelves dread to ſee, I ſhould not, I own, have been 


ſeized with greater horrer. I then exclaimed again, 


witneſs thou Lemnian earth and thou, O ſun } can'ſt 


thou behold and ſuffer this ? Ulyſſes,” 8 re- 
plied, Jupiter commands, and I obey. reſt thou 


yame Jupiter, faid 1? ſceſt thou this youth who was not 


born for fraud, and hurts himſelf in doing what you 
force him to do We come not, ſaid Ulyfles, to injure 


or deceive you; we come to deliver you, to cure you, 


to give you the glory of ſubverting Troy, and to ca 
you back to 1 of. 
les. who ace 


VhitaRtercs's enemy. 


f 


own country; tis you, and not Ulyſ- 


I chen 


them- 
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I then ſaid to your father every thing which 
could dictate. Since thou deſert'ſt me A this 1 
ſaid 1, why do you not leave me hete in peace: go, 
ſeck renown in battle and every kind of pleaſure; ſhare 
your happineſs with the Atridz, and leave me my miſe- 
ry and pain, And why would you force me away? 1 


am nothing now, I am already dead. Why do you not 


think at .preſent, as you did heretofore, that I am no 
able to go; that my wailings and the ſtench of my 
wound would interrupt the ſacrifices ? O Ulyſſes, author 
of my woes, may the Gods but the hear me 
not; nay, they ſtir up my enemy againſt me. O my 
native country! never ſhall I ſee thee more! Puniſh, 
Gods! if there be one juſt enough to pity me, puniſh 
Uzi and I ſhall think myſelf cured. | 
| While I was ſpeaking thus, r father,. quite com- 
poſed, beheld me with an air of compaſſion, like a man 
who inſtead of being provoked at, bears with and 
euſes the diſtraction of a wretch ſoured by misforturies, 
Like a rock on the top of a mountain which derides 
fury of the winds, and lets them waſte their rage while 
it remains immoveable ; your father filently waited till 
amy anger had ſpent itſelf, For he knew that the way to 
reduce mens paſſions to reaſon 1s not to attack them till 
they begin to grow languid through a kind of wearineſs, 
He afterwards addreſſed me thus. O Philoctetes ! what 
bave you done with your feaſon and your courage? This 
is the time to uſe them, If you refuſe to go with us in 
order to fulfill the glorious deſigns of Jupiter with re- 
ard to you, farewell; you are unworthy of being the 
liverer of Greece and the ſubverter of Troy. Remain 
at Lemnos; theſe arms I bear away ſhall give me the 
glory which was deftined tv you. Let us be gone, — 
tolemus; it is in vain to talk to him; pity for ain 
perſon ought not to make us neglect the common — 
of Greece. 6 | 2 aint ago 
Upon this I was like a Tioneſs robbed of her youn 
that fills the woods with her roarings. Thou'cave, fard 
I, I'll ne'er forſake thec, thou ſhalt be my grave! O 
manſion of my woes! Nothing now to ſubſiſt on, no re- 
mains of hope! O lend me a ſword a tac 


— . 
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that the birds of prey were able to bear me hence! 1 
ſhall no longer ſhoot them with my arrows. O precious 
bow, conſecrated by the hands of the ſon of Jupiter 1 
Dear Hercules! if thou ſtill retaineſt the leaſt compaſ- 
ſion, art thou not filled with indignatĩon? Thy bow is 
no longer in the hands of thy farthful friend; it is in 
the impure, the fraudful hands of Ulyſſes. Ye birds of 
ye ſavage brutes, no longer fly this cave, my 
— are no longer armed with arrows; I, wretch that 
I am, can do you no harm, come, devour me; or rather 
mercileſs']upiter's thunder ſtrike me dead! 4.4 
You father having tried all other means of 
me, at laſt thought that it would be beſt to return me 
arms. He accordingly made a fign to Neoptolemus, whe 
immediately reſtored them. — — I ſaid, O worthy 
ſen of Achilles, you prove yourſelf to be ſo; but ſuffer 
me to diſpatch my enemy. I was going to ſhoot an u. 
row at your father, but Neoptolemus with-held me, ſay- 
ing, Reſentment diſturbs your reaſon, and hinders you 
from ſeeing the baſeneſs of the action you are going to 
commit. : | «4b - 
As for Ulyſſes, he ſeemed as unconcerned at my ar- 
rows as my reproaches. I was firuck with his intrepi- 
dity and patience, and aſhamed of having endeavoured 
in the firſt tranſports 2 _— make uſe of my arms 
to kill him who bad cauſed them to be reftored to me; 
but as my reſentment was not yet appeaſed, I could not 
bear to be obliged for them to one I ſo greatly hated. 
| olemus in the mean while ſaid, Know that the di- 
vine Helenus, the ſon of Priam, coming out of the city 
of Troy by the command and inſpiration of the Gods, un- 
veiled futurity to us. Ili-fated Troy ſhall fall, ſaid he; 


bur it cannot fall till it is attacked by him who has Her- 


cules s arrows; neither can that man be cured till he 
comes before the walls of Troy, where the ſons of Æſcu- 
lapius will cure him. | 
Ino felt a conflict in my boſom ; being affected with 
Neoptolemus's frankneſs and juſtice in reſtoring me my 
bow, but unable to ail with myſelf to live if I muſt 
ſubmit to go with Ulyſſes: a faulty ſhame held: me in 
ſuſpenſe. Shall I be ſeen, ſaid I to myſelf, in the com- 
"I pany | 


Vou hear, you ſee Hercules. I have left lo 


2 c 
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pany of Ulyſſes and the Atride ? What will the world 
think-of me! : 2314/1437 9002 149.861: en 

While I was. in this uncertainty, J all of a ſudden hear 
voice more than human, and fee: Hercules in a bright 
cloud engircled with rays of glory I eafily recollefied 
his manly features, his xobuſt body, and plain manner; 
but he had a loftineſs and majeſty which were never ſa 
conſpicuous in him while he was ſubduing of monſters, 
He beſpoke me thus: 


Olym- 
pus to tell you the commands of Jupiter. You know by 


. . what labours I obtained immortality. You muſt 


with the ſon of Achilles to tread in my ſteps in the 12 
of glory. You ſhall be cured, and kill Paris, the 
author of ſo man work. with my arrows. After the 
taking of Troy, ſend rich ſpoils to yout father Pzan on 
mount Oeta, and let them be placed on my grave as 
a monument of the victory owing to my arrows. And 
you, ſon of Achilles, I tell you that you cannot be 
victorious without PhiloRetes, nor Philoctetes without 
you. Go therefore like two lions in queſt of prey to- 
gether, I will ſend Æſculapius to Troy to cure Philoc- 


| tetes. Above all, ye Greeks, love and practiſe religion; 


every thing elſe dies, but that lives for ever. | 

aving heard theſe words, I cricd out, O happy * 
O pleaſing _ that after ſo many years doſt mani 
thyſelf at laſt! I obey thee, I'll depart the moment I 
have bid theſe ſcenes adieu. Farewell, dear cave! 
Thou nymph of theſe humid meads, farewell; I nv more 
ſhall hear theſe murmuring billows. Farewell, thou 
ſhore, where the bleak winds ſo oft have pierced me. 
Farewell, ye promontories, where echo ſo often repeated 
my groans. Farewell, ye ſweet ſprings, that were ſo 
bitter to me. Farewell, thou Lemnian land; let m 
departure be happy fince I am going whither the will of 
the Gods and my friends call me. 

We then d „ and arrived at the ſiege of Troy. 
Machaon and Podalirius by the divine ſcience of their 
father Æſculapius cured me, or at leaſt put me in the con- 
dition wherein you now ſee me. 1 have no pain; I have 
recovered all my ſtrength, but am a little lame. 1 _— 

* — i | arts 
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Paris, 8s the huntſman flivots. a timorous fawn with hin 


arrows, Ilion was ſoon reduced to aſhes; you know the 
reſt; The! remembrance however: of my: ſufferings made 
me retain ſome averſion to Ulyſſes, and his virtue could 
* ＋ my reſentment; but the fight of a fon that 


s him, and whom I: cannot forbear loving, be- 


teu a tenderneſs in my heart for the father himſelf, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus quarrels with Phalantus about ſome priſoners 

avhom they both ag ; be fi 2 with nr — wg Hip- 
ias, coho deſpifeng bit youth, bad forcibly carried away © 
10 —— 25 brother * But Telemuchus, 
little ſatisfied with hit victory, privately laments his 1. 
ze/s and error, which he would be glad to repair. At the 
fame time Adraſtus, king of the Daznians, bei re 
that the confederate kings were folely intent on making up 
the breach between Telemachus and Hippias, goes and at- 
tacks them unawares. Having ſurpriſed an hundred of 
their ſhips to tranſport his troops ta their camp, he imme- 
diately ſets it on fire, my, the attack on Phalantas's 
1 


ers, kills his brother as, and very much wounds 
halantus himſelf. ; — | * 


Pq 

HILE PhiloQetes was thus relating his adven- 

tures, Telemachus remained as it were ſuſpended 
and motionleſs, and fixed bis eyes on the great man that 
was ſpeaking, All the different paſſions which had agi - 
tated Hercules, PhiloRetes, Ulyſſes and Neoptolemus, 
were ſeen as they were repreſented in their turns on the 
artleſa countenance of Tolemachas, During the — 
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nor grateful for the care which was taken oſ him, nor 


—— —— — 


. -prevent all his wiſhes, and to make him their ſole arhi- 
ter in all things, as though he were a God. The hap- 
Pineſs of er him was in his opinion a ſufficient re- 


he would have thonght him incapable of loving any 
thing but himſelf, and that he was affected with nothing 
but 


ereded only from the ferment he was continually thrown 


led and humoured by his mother from his cradle, and 
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of this narration he ſometimes cried out and interrupted 
PhiloRetes, without thinking'on what he did; ſometimes 
he ap d thoughtful, like one who is maturely weigh- 
ing the conſequences of things : And when PhiloRetes 
was deſcribing the confuſion of Neoptolemus who knew 
not to diſſemble, Telemachus ſeemed to be in the fame 
confuſion; one would at that inſtant have taken him 
for Neoptolemus himſelf, | 

Mean while the confederate army was marching in 
good order againſt Adraſtus king of the Daunians, who 
deſpiſed the Gods, and ſought only to deceive men. Te- 
lemachus found it very difficult to behave with prudence 
among ſo many princes who were jealous of each other, 
He was to render himſelf odious to none, and to make 
himſelf beloved of all. Now though he was naturally 
frank and good-natured, yet he was not over complai- 
ſant ; he ſeldom conſidered what might oblige others ; 
he was not fond of money, but then he knew not the art 
of piving. Thus with a noble and well-diſpoſed hear, 
be ſeemed neither obliging, nor freendly, nor liberal, 


attentive to diſlinguiſn merit, He ſollowed his own in- 
elination without reflection. His mother Penelope had 
bred him up in ſpite of Mentor, in an haughtineſs and 
pride, which ſullied all his amiable qualities. He look- 
ed upon himſelf to be of a different nature from the reſt 
of mankind ; others ſeemed to him to be ſent into the 
world by the Gods only to pleaſe him, to ſerve him, to 


compence for thoſe who did it. Nothing muſt ever be 
impoſſible in which his ſatisfaction was concerned, and 
the leaſt delays moved his haſty temper. |, 

Had any one ſeen him thus in his natural diſpoſition, | 


own glory and pleaſure. This indifference how- 
ever as to others, and perpetual regard for himſelf, pro- 


into by the violence of his paſſions. He had been fond- 


was 


all the allies, | 
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was a ſignal inſtance of the misfortunes of a high birth. 
The calamities he ſuffered even from his greeneſt years, 
had not beeh capable to qualify this haughtineſs and ve- 
hemence of his temper. Though he had been deſtitute 
of all things, forſaken and expoſed to numerous evils, 
yet had he loſt nothing of his pride: That continually 
roſe up again, as the pliant palm inceflantly riſes of it- 
ſelf, whatever efforts are made to depreſs it. ä 
While Telemachns was with Mentor, theſe failings 


did not appear, and were daily an, Like a fiery. 


courſer that bounds over the ſpacious meadows, that ftops 
neither at ſteepy rocks, nor precipices, nor torrents, and 
that obeys but the voice and hand of a ſingle perſon 
who knows to manage him; Telemachus, full of a no- 
ble ardour, could not be reſtrained but by Mentor - 
tone: But then a look of his would inſtantly ſtop him 
in his ſwifteſt career; he immediately compre aded its 
meaning ; he recalled every ſentiment of virtue to his 
heart; and his reaſon in a moment rendered his counte= 
nance calm and ſerene: Neptune when he lifts his tri. 
dent, and threatens the ſwelling billows, does not more 
ſuddenly ſtill the lowering tempeſts. 
When Telemachus was alone, all his paſſions that had 
been reſtrained like a torrent by a ſtrong dike, took 
their natural courſe; he could not brook the ai ce 
of the Lacedzmonians and of Phalantus who was-af their 
head. This colony, which had founded Tarentum, was 
compoſed of young men who were born during the 1 
of Troy, and had never had any education. Their ille 
gitimate birth, the diſſolute lives of their mothers, and 
the licentiouſneſs in which they had been bred up, gave 
them ſcmething of wildneſs and barbarity; they 
bled a band of robbers more than a colony of Greeks. 
Phalantus ſought all opportunities of contradicting Te- 
lemachus. He often interrupted him in council, deſpi- 


F fing his advice as that of an unexperienced youth.; he 


bantered and treated him as an effeminate ftripling ; he 
made all the chiefs of the army take notice of his Dighe- 
eſt failings; he endeavoured to ſow jealoufies: every 
where, and to render Telemachus's high ſpirit odiqus to 
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One day, Telemachus having taken ſome Daunians 


Priſoners, Phalantus pretended a right to them, alledg- 
ing that he, at the head of his Lacedæmonians, had de- 


feated that part of the enemy and that Telemachus, 
finding the Daunians already vanquiſhed and put to 
flight, had no trouble but the giving them 8 and 
the conducting them to the camp. Telemachus, on the 
contrary maintained, that he Fad hindered Phalantus 
from being defeated, and had gained the victory over 
the Daunians. They both pleaded their cauſe in an aſ- 


ſembly of the confederate princes ; where Telemachus 


being ſo far tranſported as to threaten Phalantus, they 
would inſtantly have fought, had they not been with- 


held. 5 


Phalantus had a brother whoſe name was Hippias, fa- 


mous through the Whole army for his valour, ſtrength, 
and dexterity. Pollux, ſaid the Tarentines, did not 
wield the ceſtus better, nor could Caſtor have excelled 


him in the management of an horſe: He was almoſt 
equal to Hercules in ſtature and ſtrengih. The whole 
army was afraid of him; for he was ſtill more quarrel - 


ſome and brutal than ſtrong and valiant. 


| * ſeeing with what haughtineſs Telemachus me- 
naced his brother, goes immediately to ſeize the pri- 


ſoners, in order to convey them to Tarentum, without 


waiting for the deciſion of the aſſembly. Telemachus 


being privately told of this, went out trembling with 


tage. Like a foaming boar in purſuit of the hunter that 
wounded him, did Telemachus rave up and down the 


camp, looking with eager eyes for his enemy, and bran- 
Giſhing the dart with which he defigned to kill him. 
At length he meets him, and his rage redoubles at the 
fight. | | 

11 was no longer the wiſe Telemachus, inſtructed by 


Minerva in the form of Mentor; he was a madman, or 


a furious lion. He immediately cries out to Hippias, 


Stay, thou baſeſt of men, ſtay; we will ſoon ſee it thou 
art able to rob me of the ſpoils of thoſe I have van- 


quiſhed : Thou ſhalt not lead them to Tarentum; go, 
inſtantly deſcend to the gloomy banks of Styx. He ſaid, 


and threw his javelin ; but 12 it with ſo much fury 


Hippias. Hereu 


that he could take no aim, it 
e | Telemac 
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Telemachus draws his golden hilted ſword, which La- 
ertes had given him at his departure from Ithaca as a 
pledge of his love. Laertes himſelf had uſed it with 
great glory in his youth, and dyed it in the blood of 
ſeveral famous leaders of the Epirots, in a war wherein 
he was victorious, Telemachus had hardly drawn his 
ſword, when Hippias, reſolving to make an advantage 
of his ſtrength, ruſhed upon him in order to wreſt it out 
of his hands. The {word is broken between them; they 
ſeize and cloſe with each other. Lo! they now reſem- 
ble two fierce brutes, that ſtrive to tear one another in 
pieces ; fire ſparkles in their eyes, they ſhrink up, they 
ſtretch out, they ſtoop down, they riſe again, they ſprin 
torwards, they thirſt for blood. Lo! they are enga 
hand to hand and foot to foot, twiſting their two bodies 
together ſo that they ſeemed to be but one. But Hippias 
being of a maturer age, ſeemed as if he would orerpower 
Telemachus, whoſe tender youth was not ſo nervous. 
And now Telemachus, being out of breath, feels his 
knees tremble ; and Hippias ſeeing him ſtagger, redou- 
bles his efforts. The ſon of Ulyſſes had beerf ſlain; and 
ſuffered the puniſhment due to his temerity and paſſion, 


+ had not Minerva, who was watchful of him at a diſ- 


tance, and had let him fall- into this extremity of dan- 
per any for his inftruftion, determined the victory in 
| vour. 


The Goddeſs herſelf did not quit the palace of Salen- 


tum, but ſent Iris the ſwift meſſenger of the Gods. Iris 
flying with nimble wings, cleaves the immenſe . 


air, leaving behind her a long track of light, 
wl:ich looked like a cloud of s thouſand different co- 
lours; ſhe did not reft herſelf till ſhe came to the ſea- 
ſhore, where the numberleſs army of the allies was en- 
camped. She fees at a diſtance the ſtrife, the ardour 
and efforts of the two combatants ; ſhe trembles at the 
fight of the danger the young Telemachus is in; ' ſhe ap- 
proaches involved in a bright cloud which ſhe formed 
of ſubtle vapours the inſtant Hippias, conſcious of his 
ſtrength, thought himſelf viRorious; ſhe covered Mi- 
nerva's youthful pupil with the zgis which the wiſe God- 
deſs entruſted to her. Telemachus, whoſe ſtrength 


M3. 


. vas exhauſted, immediately begins to feel freſh __— 
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As he revives, Hippias is diſpirited, and finds himſelf 
terrified and oppreſt by ſomething divine. 'Telemachus 
preſſes hard upon him, attacking him ſometimes in one 
ſture and fometimes in another; he makes him reel; 
he gives him no time to recover himſelf; at Taft, he 
throws him on the ground and falls upon him. A huge 
Idzan cak, felled by a thouſand firokes of the hatchet 
with which the whole foreſt reſounded, does not make a 
more terrible noiſe in its fall; the earth groans; all 
things around it are ſhaken. 
ean while Telemachus recovered his reaſon as well 
as his ſtrength. Hippias was ſcarcely fallen beneath him, 
when the Ba of Ulyſſes was ſenfible of the fault he had 
been guilty of in thus aſſaulting the brother of one of 
the confederate kings whom he came to aſſiſt. He called 
to mind with confuſion the wiſe counſels of Mentor ; he 
was aſhamed of his victory, and perceived that he de- 
ſerved to havy, been overcome. Mean time Phalantus, 
tranſported with fury, ran to his brother's aſſiflance; and 
would have transfixed Telemachus with his javelin, had 
he not been afraid of transfixing Hippias alſo, whom 
Telemachus held under him on the ground. The ſon of 
Ulyfles could eaſily have taken his antagoniſt's life ; but 
his anger was appeaſed, and de thought only of repair- 
ing his fault by ſhewing his moderation, He riſes, ſay- 
Ing, O Hippias! I am ſatisfied with having taught you 
not to deſpiſe my youth. Take your life; I admire your 
firength and courage; the Gods have preſerved me; 
yield to their power, and let us for the future only fight 
together againſt the Daunians. While Telemachus was 
ſpeaking, Hippias got up, beſmeared with duft and 
blood, and ſull of ſhame and ra Phalantus not dar- 
ing to take the life of him who had ſo generouſly given 
it to his brother, was doubtful and diſordered. All the 
confederate kings ran to them, and led Telemachus one 
way, and Phalantus and Hippias another. Hippias had 
loft his fierce and haughty air, and was aſhamed to lift 
ep his eyes. The whole army was tly aſtoniſhed 
> A Telemachus had been able, at fo tender an age, 
when men are not arrived at their full ſtrength, to van- 
quiſn Hippias, who in might and bulk reſembled the 
iants, thoſe ſons of earth, that formerly attempted to 
drive the Immortals from Olympus. 
ut 
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But the ſon of Ulyſſes was far from receiving any 


pleaſure from this victory. While the army _ they 
could not ſufficiently admire him, he retired to 


is tent, 
aſhamed of his fault, unable to ſupport himſelf, and he- 
wailing his haſtineſs of temper. He was ſenſible how 
unjuſt and unreaſonable he was in his tranſports ; he 
found great vanity, weakneſs and meanneſs in his un- 
bounded haughtineſs, and perceived that true greatneſs 
is inſeparable from moderation, juſtice, modefty and hu- 
manity. He perceived this; but not preſuming to hope 
that he ſhould amend after ſo many relapſes, he was at 
war with himſelf, and was heard to roar like a lion in 


his fury. - | - 
He remained two days ſhut up all alone in his tent, 
puniſhing and unable to prevail on himſelf to go into 
company. Alas! ſaid he, ſhail I dare to ſee Mentor 
again? Am I the ſon of Ulyſſes, the wiſeſt and moſt 
patient of men? Did I come to bring difſention and diſor- 
der into the army of the allies? Is it their blood, or that 
of the Daunians, their enemies, which I ought to ſhed? I 
have acted raſhly ; I knew not even to throw my jave- 
lin; I expoſed myſelf in combat againſt Hippias, with 
ſtrength unequal, and ſhould have expected nothing but 
death and the ſhame of being vanquiſhed. And what of 
that? I ſhould have been no more: no, the raſh Tele- 
machus, the ſenſeleſs youth who does not profit by any 
advice, would have been no more: my ſhame would have 
ended with my life, Could I alas! fo much as hope ne- 
ver to do again what I am now ſo grieved for having 
done, I ſhould be happy, abundantly happy ! but per- 
haps before the cloſe of this very I ſhall commit, 
nay wilfully commit, the very faults of which I am at 
preſent ſo much alarmed and have fo great an abhor- 
rence. O fatal victory! O praiſes which 1 cannot beat ! 
praiſes which are bitter reproaches of my folly! 
While he was thus ſolitary and diſconſolate, Neſtor 
and Philoctetes came to ſee him. Neftor deſigned to 
convince him how much he had been in the wrong ; but 
the wiſe ſenior preſently perceiving the youth's affliction, 
changed his grave remonſtrances into expreſſions of kind- 
This quarecl retarded = progreſs of the confederate 
q 4 


| princes, 


pias; being hourly a enſive leſt the Tarentine t 


ing the many preſent evils and future dangers of which 


.narrowly watched. Neſtor and Philoctetes were incel. 
ſantly going backwards and forwards from Telemachus's 
tent to that of the implacable Phalantus, who breathed 


| the infaming diſcourſe of his brother Hi Tele- 
machus was much calmer, but dejected by forrow, and 


dying, or wounded. A black cloud. of whirling duſt 


| wiſe heard an hollow noiſe like that of the curling flames 
which mount tna belches from the bottom of it bur 


- ſeized on every heart. 
. the allics; having concealed his route from them, and 


| 
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princes, who could not march towards the enemy till 
they had reconciled Telemachus with Phalantus and Hip. 


ſhould fall upon the hundred young Cretans that came 
with Telemachus to this war. All was in confuſion 
through the fault of Telemachus only; and he perceiv- 


he was the author, abandoned himſelf to the bittereſt 
grief, All the princes were in great perplexity: They 
durſt not order the army to march, El Telemachus's 
Cretzns and Phalantus's Tarentines ſhould fight with 
each other as they went along; they had great difficulty 
ro keep them from it even in the camp, 4 — they were 


nothing but revenge. Neither Neſtor's ſweet eloquence 
vor the great PhiloRetes's authority could pacify his ſa- 
vage heart, which was moreover continually irritated by 


nothing could comfort him. 
While the princes were in this commotion, all the 
troops were under great confternation : The whole c 
locked like a houfe of mourning that had juſt loſt the fa- 
ther of the family, the ſupport of all his relations, and 
the ſweet hope of his little children. | 
During this diſorder and conſternation of the army, 
there was ſuddenly heard a frighiful noiſe of chariots and 
arms, of neighing ſteeds and outcries of men, ſome vic- 
torious and ſpurred on to carnage, others running away, 


overipreads the heavens, and covers the whole camp. 
'The duſt is preſently followed by a thick ſmoke that con- 
denſes the air, and hinders reſpiration. There was like- 


ng bowels, when Vulcan with his Cyclops 4s forging 
thanderboles there for the father of the Gods. Terror 


be vigilant and indefatigable Adraſtus had ſurpriſed 


procured 


bo 
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rocured intelli of theirs. He had marched with 
incredible e tion round an almoſt inacceſſible moun- 
tain, whoſe had almoſt all been ſeized by the al- 
lies. Now alhes being in poſſeſſion of theſe 
thought themſelves _ y ſafe, and even fancied that 
they ſhould be able by their means to fall upon the ene- 
my on the other ſide of the mountain, when ſome troops 
which they expeRed; were arrived, Adraſtus, who was 
very laviſh of his money in order to get intelligence of 
his enemies, had been informed of their reſolution ; for 
Neftor and Philoctetes, though otherwiſe very wiſe and 
experienced commanders, were not ſufficiently ſecret in 
their enterprizes. Neſtor, now in the decline of lite, 
was too fond of relating things which tended to his own 
raiſe, PhiloRetes was naturally leſs talkative, but then 
he was ſo paſſionate, that if one moved his haſty temper 
ever ſo little, one might make him diſcover things which 
he had reſolved to conceal. Artful men had found the 
key to his heart, and drew from it the moſt importane 
ſecxets. They needed only to provoke him; being then 
tranſported and beſide himſelf, he would burſt out into 
menaces, and vaunt of having infallible means to ac- 
compliſh his deſigns : And if they ſeemed ever ſo little 
doubtful of his means, he would immediately be ſo in- 
_ conſiderate as to explain them, and let the choiceſt ſe- 
crers ſlip from his boſom. Like a fine but cracked veſſel 
through which leak all the moſt delicious liquors, the 
heart of this great commander could retain nothing. 
Traitors, corrupted by Adraftus's money did not fail 
to make their advantage of the foibles of theſe two 
princes. They were continually flattering Neſtor with 
empty praiſes; they reminded him of the paſt exploits, 
admired his foreſight, and were never weary of _ 
ing him. On the other fide, they were perpetually lay- 
ing ſuares for the fiery temper of Philoctetes, and talked 
to him of nothing * diſſiculties, accidents, dangers, 
inconveniencies, irretrievable overſights ; for as ſoon as 
his warm diſpoſition took fire, his wiſdom forſook him, 
and he was no longer the ſame man. EB 
Telemachus, notwithſtanding the failings we have 
taken notice of, was much more prudent as to the keep- 
ing of a ſecret, He had been habituated 10 it by his 
Ms mĩsſortunes, 
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their friend 


misfortunes, and the neceflity he had been under from 
his infancy of concealing his thoughts from Penelope's 
ſuitors, He knew 10 keep a ſecret without telling an 
untruth. And then he had not that reſerved and myſte- 
rious air, which is uſual to cloſe men; he never ſeemed 
burdened with the ſecret he was to keep, but was always 
free, eaſy, open, like a perſon that bears his heart on 
his lips. But though he ſaid every thing that could be 
ſaid without any ill conſequences, yet he knew to fto 


_ Preciſely, and without affeRation, at the — whi 


might create ſuſpicions, or furniſh a hint to diſcover his 
ſecret. Hereby his heart was impenetrable and inacceſ- 
ſible; even his beſt friends knew nothing but what he 
judged proper to lay before them for their advice, and 
there was but Mentor alone for whom he had no reſerve, 
_ did indeed confide in z but in different degrees, 
and in proportion to the proofs had given him of 
dip and — 1 , 
Telemachvs had often obſerved that the reſolutions of 
the council were a little too much known in the camp, 
and had adviſed Neſtor and Philoctetes of it; but they, 
Though men of great experience, did not ſufficiently at- 
rend to ſo uſeful an hint. Old age is not at all pliable; 


 Inveterate habits bind it as it were in chains, and its 


failings become incurable. Like trees whoſe rough and 
knotty trunks are hardened by length of time and can- 
not be ſtraĩtened, men hardly have it in their power at a 


. certain age to bend themſelves contrary to cuſtoms which 


have grown old with them, and are entered into the ve: 
marrow of their bones, They often indeed are conſci- 
ous of them when it is too late; they bewail them in 
vain, for. tender youth is the only age wherein it 1s in a 
man's power to correct his errors. 7 Ee 

There was in the army a certain Dolopian, whoſe 


- Name was 3 who was fawning, inſinuating, 


rad the art of adapting himſelf to all the taſtes and in- 
elinations of the princes, and was ingenious and induſ- 


trious in finding out new ways of pleaſing them. When 


one heard him, one would think there was no difficulty 


in any thing, and when his advice was aſked, he was 
ſure to hit upon that which was moſt agreeable. He was 
| an 
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an entertaining fellow ; he bantered the weak, he cringed 
to thoſe of whom he ſtood in awe, and ſo ſkilfully ſeaſoned 
his flattery, that it was grateful to the moſt modeſt ear; 
he was grave with the grave, and merry with thoſe who 
were merrily- inclined; for it was no pain to him to a- 
ſume any form whatever. Sincere and virtuous men, 
who are always the ſame, and who ſubjett themſelves ro 
the rules of virtue, can never be ſo agreeabie to princes 
as thoſe who flatter their prevailing pafſions. Euryma- 


chus underſtood war; he was capable of buſineſs, and 


had in order to make his fortune attached himſelf: ro 
Nettor, whoſe confidence he had won, and from whoſe 
heart, which was a little vain and ſenfible to ſlattery; he 
drew every thing which he defired to know. | 

Thoug PhiloRetes did not make him his confident, 
yet the fire and impatience of his temper had the ſame 
effects as Nefſtor's confidence. For Eurymachus needed 
only to contradict and provoke him, and he diſcovered 
all. This fellow had received large ſums of: Adraftus, 
to ſend him intelligence of all the defigns of the allies. 
The Daunian king had ſeveral deſerters in their army. 
who were to make their eſcape one after another from 
the confrderate camp, and to return to his. When there 
was any thing of 1mportance to be communicated 'to 
Adraſtus, Eurymachus uſed to diſpatch one of thoſe de- 
ſerters. The treachery could not eaſily be diſcovered ; 
becauſe as they never carried any letters, nothing was 
found upon them if they were taken that could render 
Eurymachus ſuſpected. | 

Adraſtus therefore conftantly prevented all the enter- 
priſes of the allies: a reſolution was hardly taken in the 
council, but the Daunians did 'precifely what was ne- 
ceſſary to hinder its ſucceſs. 'Jelerhachus was indefa- 
tigable in his endeavours to find out the cauſe of this, 
and to excite te ſuſpicions of Neſtor: and Philoctetes; 
but his cares were vain, for their eyes. were not to. be 
opened. | | 8 
It had been reſolved in council to wait for a large 
number of troops which were to arrive; and an hundred 
ſhip: had been ſent privately by night to tranſport them 


the more expeditiouſly _ very regged ſea coaſt to 
| M 


| which 


more, and going 1 


28 TELEMACHUS. Book XVL 
which they were to come, to where the army was ap- 
ed. Mean time the confederates thought themſelves ſe- 


cure, becauſe their troops were in poſſeſſion of the ſtraits 


of the neighbouring mountain, which was an almoſt inac- 


ceffible fide of the Appennines. The army was encamp- 


ed on the banks of the river Galeſus, near the fea, This 


_ delightful country abounds in paſturage, and in all things 


neceſſary to the ſubſiſtence of an army. Adraſtus was 
on the other fide of the mountain, which the allies be- 
heved it was impoſſible for him to paſs. But as he knew 
they were yet but weak, that a great reinforcement was 
coming, that ſhips were waiting for the troops which 
were to arrive, and that the army was divided by Tele- 
machus's quarrel with Phalantus, he immediately made 
2 large circuit, marcking night and day along the ſea- 


throngh; ways which had always been 
deemed abſolutely impaſſable, Thus do — and 


labour ſurmount the teſt obſtacles; thus is there 


bardly any thing 1 ble to the daring - and the patient 
of fatigues; and thus do thoſe who ſleep and magnify 
* into impoſſibilities, deſerve to be ſurpriſed 
oppreſt. | | Y | | 

Adraſtus early in the morning ſurpriſed the hundred 
ſhips which belonged to the allies. theſe ſhips were 
ill-puarded and apprehenſive of nothing, he took them 
without reſiſtance, and made uſe of them to tranſport his 
tioops with incredible diſpatch to the mouth of the Ga- 
leſus; he then failed very expeditiouſly up the river. 
The advanced guards of the confederate camp that were 
Kationed towards the river, imagined that theſe. barks 
hag, brought them the troops which were expected, and 


Immediately ſhouted aloud for joy. Adraſtus and his 


ſuldiers landed before they could be known, and fall upon 
the alties, who apprehend nothing; as they are ſcat- 
tered up and dawn in an open camp, unarmed, and with- 
aut & commander. i 
The part of the camp which Adraſtus fi rſt attacked, 


was that of the Tarentines, where Phalantus commanded. 


The Daunians entered it with ſuch vigour, that the La- 


 cedzmonian youth being in a ſurpriſe, could not reſiſt 


them, While bey are looking for their arms, and _ 
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* Phalantus himſelf, all beſmeared with his brother's 
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der each other in their confufion, Adraſtus orders the 
camp to be fired. The flames inftantly aſcend from the 
tents, and reach the very clouds ; roaring like a deluge 
that pours over a whole country, and up-roots and bears 
away by its rapidity the larg oaks, the corn, barns, 
ſtables, flocks and herds. The wind impetuouſly drives 
the fire from tent to tent, and the whole camp inſtantly 
reſembles an old dry foreſt, which a fingle ſpark has 
kindled into a blaze. 

Phalantus, though he has the neareſt view of the dan- 
ger, can apply no remedy to it. He ves that his 


troops will all 22 in the flames, i they do not im- 


mediately abandon the camp; but he perceives alſo how 
much the confuſion of ſuch a retreat is to be dreaded be- 
fore a victorious enemy. He begins however to draw 
off his half-armed Lacedzmonian youth, but Adraftus 
allows them no time to breathe, On one fide a band of 
&ilful archers gall Phalantus's ſoldiers with innumerable 
arrows, and ſlingers on the other pour a flinty ſhower. 
Adraftus himſelf, marching ſword in hand at the head 
of a choſen band of the moſt intrepid Daunians, purſues 
the fugitives by the light of the flames; he mows down 
all who eſcape them with his keen ſteel; he ſwims in 
blood; he cannot flake his thirſt of laughter : lions and 
tigers equal not his fury when they rend the ſhepherds 
and their flocks, Phalantus's troops fink before him ; 
their courage forſakes them ; pale death, led on [by an 
infernal fury whoſe head briſtles with ſnakes, freezes the 
blood in their veins ; their benumbed limbs ftiften, and 
their ſhivering knees rob them even of the hopes of 
flight. - 
8 whom ſhame and deſpair ſtill ſupply with 
ſome remains of ſtrength and vigour, lifting vp his 
hands and eyes to heaven, ſees his brother Hippias fall 
at his feet, beneath the blows of Adraſtus's thunder- 
ing hand, Hippias is ſtretched on the earth, and rolls 
in the duſt ; black bubbling gore ſpouts like a torrent 
from the deep wound in his fide; his eyes exclude 
the light, and his furious ſoul iſſues out with his blood. 
ore, 
and unable to aft him, finds Matt beſet with = 
| crow 
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crowd of enemies who ſtriĩve to fell him to the earth, 
His ſhield is pierced with a thouſand darts; he is 
wounded in ſeveral parts of his body, and cannot rally 
his flying troops: The Gods fee, but do not vouchfate 
him their pity. | 
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The ARGUMENT, | 
cmachus, clad in his divine armour, runs to Phalantny's 
alſiſtance, kills Tphicles the en Adraſtus, repulſes the 

Dictorious enemy, and would have oblained a compleat 
victory over them, if a ſudden ſtorm had not put an end 
10 the battle. He afterwards orders the wounded to be 
carried off, and takes care of them himſelf, particularly 
of Phalantus, He celebrates the funeral rites of his bro- 
ther Hippias, and preſents him with his aſhes which be 

had collected together in a golden urn. 


UPITER in the midft of all the celeſtial Deities 

beheld the laughter of the allies from the top of 
Olympus; and at the ſame time conſulting the im- 
mutable Deſtinies, ſaw all the chiefs whoſe thread of life 
was that day to be cut by the fatal ſciſſars. All the Im- 
mortals looking earneſtly upon him to read his pleaſure 
in his countenance, the father of Gods and men, with a 
ſweet but majeftick voice, ſaid : Vou ſee to what an ex- 
tremity the confederates are reduced, you ſee Adraſtus 
overthrowing his enemies; but this is a deceitful ſpec- 
tacle. The glory and proſperity of the wicked is ſhort ; 
the impious Adraſtus, deteſtable for his perfidy, ſhall not 
obtain a compleat victory. This calamity befalls the 
allies only to teach them to correct their errors, and to 


keep 
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keep their enterpriſes more ſecret. The wiſe Minerva 


is now preparing freſh glory for her darling, the youn 
Telemachus. He ſaid: and all. the Gods X. — 
view the combat in ſilence. 

Mean time Neſtor and Philoctetes are informed that 
part of the camp is already burnt; that the flames, dri- 
ven by the wind s, were continually ſpreading ; that the 
troops were in diſorder, and that Phalantus could no 
longer ſuſtain the efforts of the enemy. Theſe dreadtul 
words no' ſooner ſtrike their ears but they run to arms 
aſſemble the officers, and order them to haften out of the 
camp to eſcape the flames. 

Telemachus, who was dejected and inconſolable, now 
10 his grief, and takes his arms, the ineſtimable 
preſent of the wiſe Minerva, who appearing in the ſhape 
of Mentor, pretended that ſhe had received them of an 
excellent artiſt of Salentum, though fhe had in reality 
prevailed on Vulcan to make them in the ſmoaky ca- 
yerns of mount Atna, | 

Theſe arms were ſmooth as glaſs, and plittered like 
the rays of the ſun. On the ſhield were Neptune 
and Pallas contending which of them ſhould have the 
honour of giving their name to an infant city, Neptune 
ſtruck the earth with his trident, and one beheld a furi- 
| ous ſteed ſpringing from it. Fire darted from his eyes, 
and foam iſſued from his mouth. His mane waved with 
the wind ; his pliant and nervous legs moved with vi- 
| my and ſwiftneſs. He did not walk; he bounded by 

mere ſtrength of his loins, but with ſuch rapidizy 
that he left no footſteps behind him: And one thought 
one heard him neigh. | ; 

In another part was Minerva preſenting olives, the 
fruit of the tree of her own planting, to the inhabitants 
of her new city. The bough on which the fruit hung, 
was an emblem of gentle and plenty, preferab 
to the troubles of war, of which the horſe was a ſymbol. 
The Goddeſs obtained the victory by her plain and uſe- 
ful gifts, and ſtately Athens bore her name. 

Minerva was alſo ſeen aſſembling around her all the 
polite arts, which were repreſented by little children 
with wings, Terrified at the brutal fury of all-deſtroy- 


ng 


— 


Book XVII. TELEMACHUS. 253 


ing Mars, they fled to her for ſhelter, as bleating lamb» 
kins fly for refuge to their dams at the fight of a raven- 
ous wolf, that darts with extended flaming jaws to de- 
your them. Minerva, with a diſdainful and angry 
countenance was alſo confounding by the excellence of 
her works, the fooliſh temerity of Arachne, who pre- 
ſumed to vie with her as to the perfection of her tapeſtry. 
One ſaw the wretch's leſſening limbs loſing their form, 
and . into thoſe of a Hader. 

Near this part Minerva appeared again, giving advice 
to Jupiter himſelf in the war of the giants, and ſuſtain- 
ing all the other affrighted Deities. She was alſo re- 
preſented with her lance and Ægis on the banks of Xan- 
thus and Simois, leading Ulyſſes by the hand, reviving 
the _— of the flyiog Greeks, and withſtanding the 
efforts of the moſt valiant Trojan commanders: and of 
the formidable Hector himſelf; and laftly, introducing 
Ulyſſes into the fatal machine which was in a fingle night 
to ſubvert the empire of Priam. 

Another of the ſhield repreſented Ceres in the 
 Fruitful of Enna, in the midft of Sicily. The 
Goddeſs was afſembling the inhabitants together, who 
were ſcattered up and down, and lived by hunting or 
icking up the wild fruits that dropped from the trees. 
2 — rude mortals the art of manuring the 
earth, and of extracting their food out of her fertile bo- 
ſom; ſhe preſented them with a plough, and taught 
them to yoke the oxen to it. One might ſee the earth 
parting into furrows by means of the ſharp-edged ſhare : 
and then one beheld the golden harveſts which hid the 
fruitful fields. The reaper with his fickle was cutti 
down the kindly fruits of the earth, and paying himſe 
for all his toils. Iron, elſewhere an inſtrument to de- 
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grapes. His beauty was effeminate, but blended with I 
know not what of noble, of amorous, and languiſhing. 
He looked as when he appeared to the unhappy Ariad- 
ne, when he found her — forſaken, overwhelmed 
with ſorrow on an unknown ſhore. | 
To conclude, in all parts were ſeen multitudes of peo- 
ple; old men bearing their firſt fruits to the temples ; 
young men tired with the toils of the day, returning 
ome to their wives; their wives going to meet them, 
fondling their little children, and _— them by the 


hand. There were alſo ſhepherds that ſeemed to fing, 


and others to dance to the ſound of their reeds. Every 
thing was an image of peace, plenty, and pleaſure ; e- 
very thing ſeemed ſmiling and happy: Nay, the very 
wolves were ſporting among the ſheep in their paſtures; 
and the lion and the tyger having quitted their fierce- 
neſs, were feeding with tender lambkins: A child was 
their ſhepherd, and he governed them all with his crook, 
This delightful picture put one in mind of all the charms 
of the golden age. 
Tues lows clad in this celeſtial armour, in- 
ftrad of taking his own ſhield, takes the terrible Agis, 
which Minerva had ſent him by Iris, the fwift meſſenget 


of the Gods. Iris had taken away his own ſhield without 


his perceiving it, and had given him the Zygis, dreadful 
even to the Gods themſelves, inſtead of it. 8 
Thus armed, he runs out of the camp to avoid the 


flames, and calls all the chiefs of the army to him with 


a ſtrong voice, which inſtantly revives all the terrified 
allies. Celeſtial fire ſparkles in the eyes of the youth- 
ful warrior. He all the while ſeems as calm, as free and 
compoſed, as diligent in iſſuing out his orders, as a wiſe 


ſenior could who is intent an the regulation of his fami- 


ly, and the inſtruction of his children; but then he is as 
rapid and violent in the execution, as an impetuous rt- 
ver, which not only rolls its foamy waves with rapidity, 
but alſo bears away with its torrent the heavieſt veſſels 
with which it is loaded. | 


| PhiloRtetes, Neitor, and the chiefs of the Manduriam 

and of the other nations perceived that the fon of UlyF- 

ſes had I know not what of authority, to which they were 

Jorced to ſubmit, The experience of the 3 
| 4 


| 
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them; counſel and wiſdom forſake all the commanders; 
» nay, jealouſy itſelf, ſo natural to man, is extinguiſhed 
in every heart ; all are filent, all admire Telemachus, 
all wait for his commands, without reflecting on what 
they do, and as if they had been uſed to do it. He ad- 
vances and aſcends an eminence; and from thence ob- 
ſerving the poſture of the enemy, he inſtamly judges that 
it 1s neceſſary to uſe the utmoſt diſpatch to ſurpriſa them 
in the diſorder into which they had put themſelves by 
burning the confederate camp. He fetches 'a compaſs 
with great expedition, followed by all the molt. experi- 
enced commanders, and falls upon the Daunians in the 
rear, at a time when they thought that the army of the 
allies was involved in the flames. The Daunians are 
diſordered by this ſudden attack, and fall beneath Tele- 
machus's hands, as lcaves in the cloſe of autumn in the 
foreſts, when the boiſterous north wind, bringing back 
the winter, makes the trunks of the old trees groan, and 
violently ſhakes all. the branches. The earth is firewed 
with men ſlain by Telemachus. With his javelin he pi 
the heart of Iphicles, the youngeſt of Adraſtus's children, 
who preſumed to engage him, m order to fave his 
ther's life, who was in danger of being killed by Tele. 
machus. The fon of Ulyiſes: and Iphicles were both 
handſome, vigorous, expert and brave, of the fame. ſta- 
ture, of the ſame ſweet diſpoſition, of the ſame age, and 
both alike dear to their parents; but Iphicles reſembled 
a flower in the fields, which blooms and is cut down by 
the ſcythe of the mower. Telemachus then kills Eu- 
phorion, the moſt renowned of all the Lydians that came 
into! Hetruria, His ſword afterwards ſlays Cleomenes; 
who was lately married, and had promiſed his bride to 
bring her the rich ſpoils of the enemy; but he was ne- 
ver to ſee her again. x | 3 

Adraſtus quivers with rage when he ſees that his fon 
and ſeveral of his commanders are dead, ard that vice 
tory is ſlipping out of his hands. Phalantus, juſt ready 
to ſink at his feet, looks like a half-ſlain victim, that 
ſtarts from the ſacred kniſe, and flies away from the al» 
tar. A moment more had been ſufficient for Adraſtus to 
have compleated the Lacedzmonian's deſtructioůn. 

Phalantus drowned in his own blood and in * 
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wound 


thoſe who fought around him, hears the ſhouts of Tele- 
machus coming to his relief. The ſame inſtant life re- 
turns, and the cloud which had already overſpread his 
eyes, diſperſes. The Daunians perceiving this unex- 
pected attack, leave Phalantus to repulſe a more dan- 
gerous enemy. Adraſtus reſembles a tyger, from whom 
a company of ſhepherds ſnatch the prey he was going to 
devour. Telemachus ſeeks him in the throng, being 
defirons to end the war at once by delivering the allics 
from their implacable enemy; but Jupiter would not 

rant the fon of Ulyſſes ſo quick and eaſy a victory. 

ay, Minerva herſelf was willing that he ſhould ſuffer 


more hardſhips, that he might be the better qualified to 


vern. | | 
Bk impious Adraſtus was preſerved therefore by the 
father of the gods, that Telemachus might have time to- 
acquire more glory and virtue, A thick cloud which 


- 2 formed in the air, faved the Daunians ; dread- 


ul thunder fpoke the will of the gods. One would have 
thought that the eternal vaults of high Olympus were 
ing to break down 'on the heads of feeble mortals; 
——— cleſt the clouds from pole to pole, and the 
eye was fcarcely dazzled by their piercing fires, but all 
was wrapt again in the hideons midnight darkneſs. 
hes e hanna, contributed 
likewiſe to part the two armies. | 
Adrxaſtus made his 2 
without being duly ſenſible of their power, and by 
is ingratitude merited to be reſerved for a ſeverer ven- 
He immediately marched his army between the 
-burnt camp, and a moraſe which reached quite to 
the river; and this he did with ſuch dexterity and dif- 
patch, that his retreat was a proof of his readineſs at 


- expedients, and of his of mind. The allies, 


fpurred on by Telemachus, _ to purſue him; 
but by the favour of the ſtorm he eſcaped from them, as 
a ſwiſt-winged bird eſcapes from the nets of the fowler, 
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They ſeemed half burnt, and with a doleful dying voice 
ſent up bitter cries to heaven, which pie the very 


ſoul of Telemachus. He could not retain his tears ; he 


often turned away his eyes through horrot and 1 * 
ſion, nor could without ſnuddering behold their bodies, 
though ſtill alive, devoted to a lingerin and painful 
death, and looking like the fleſh of victims that has 
been * on the altars, and diffuſes a ſmell all 
around. | 

Alas! cried Telemachus; lo! the evils which war 
draws after it! How blind a fury poſſeſſes. wretched 
mortals! They have but a few days to live on the earth, 
and thoſe are days of ſorrow ; why then will they quick- 
en the pace of death, which is already ſo near? Wh 
will they add ſo many ſhocking evils to the bitterneſs 
with which the have crouded their ſpan of life? 
Men are all brothers, and yet they tear each other in 
pieces. Savage 1 are leſs cruel than they: Lions 
make not war upon lions, nor ty upon t 3 
attack but j of a differen go Fan har 


- notwithſtanding his reaſon, does what creatures void of 


reaſon never did. And then why theſe wars? Are there 
not lands enough in the world to ſupply all men with 
more than they can cultivate? What a waſte of deſolate 
tracts which mankind can never ſtock with inhabitants? 
What then! Does ambition, a Prince's aiming at the, 
vain title of a conqueror, kindle wars in countries ſuf- 
ficiently large? Yes, a ſingle perſon, ſent into the world 
ys gods ;- their om. _— ſacrifices millions to 
vanity. Ev ing mu — * every thing 
muſt bl in blood ; A thing muſt be involved in 
flames, that what eſcapes the ſword and fire, may periſh 
by famine ſtill more cruel than they; and all this, that 
a ſingle man, who mocks at human nature, may gratify 
his our and ambition in this general devaſtation. 
What a monſtrous kind of vanity! Can one too much 
deteſt and deſpiſe men who have thus far forgotten hu- 
manity ? No, no, inſtead of being demi-gods, they are 


not ſo much as men, and ought to be in execration 


in all the which they hoped to be admired. Ob! 
bo canons cog King d be with reſto the wn 
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| they undertake! Their wars ought to be juſt ; nay more, 
they onght to be neceſſary for the public weal. The 


blood ot the people ought not to be ſhed but to fave the 
people themſelves in caſes of extremity. But flatterin 
-counſels, falſe notions of glory, groundleſs jealouſies, 
-unbounded avarice, hid under fair diſguiſes, in ſhort 


imperceptible motives, almoſt always hurry kings into 


wars which render them miſerable, which tempt them 
necdleſsly to riſk their all, and prove as fatal to their 
own ſubjects as their enemies. Thus reaſoned Tele. 
machus. | | 

But he did not ſatisfy himſelf with deploring the evils 


of war; he endeavoured to ſoften them. He went him- 
ſelf into the tents, to relieve the ſick and the dying; he 


gave them money and medicines; he comforted and en- 

couraged them by friendly diſcourſes, and fent others to 

viſit thoſe he could not viſit himſelf. | | 
There were among the Cretans that accompanied 


"him, two old men whoſe names were Traumaphilus and 


Nozophugus.. Traumaphilus had been at the ſiege of 
Tro with Idomeneus, and had learnt the divine — of 


bealing wounds of Eſculapius's ſons. He uſed to pour 
into the deepeſt and moſt envenomed a certain odorous 


liquid which eat away the dead and mortified fleſh fo 


that there was no nged of incifion, and quickly formed 


new fleſh, which was ſounder and of a better colour 
than the former. As for Nozophugus, he had never 


' ſeen the fons of Æſculapius, but had by means of Me- 
rion been poſſeſſed of a ſacred and myfterious book 
which Ziſculapius had given his ſons. Beſides, Nozo- 


hugus was beloved of the Gods; he had compoſed 


a ymns in honour of Latona's children, and daily facri- 
ficed a white theep without blemiſh to Apollo, by whom 


he was often inſpired ; he no ſooner ſaw a ſick perſon but 


he knew the cauſe of his malady by his eyes, his com- 
plection, the conformation of his body, and his manner 
of breathing. Sometimes he adminiſtered ſadorificks, and 


ſhewed by the ſucceſs of fweating, how much the open- 


ing or ſhutting of the pores contributes to the diſorder 
or reftoration of the whole bodily machige, Sometimes 
in lingering: diſtempers he gave certain gdravyhts, which 


gradually 
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gradually ſtrengthened the noble parts, and renewed 


men's vigour by ſweetening their blood. But he uſed 
to declare that it was through a want of virtue and reſo- 
lution, that men fo often needed phyſick. It is a ſhame 
to mankind, ſaid he, that they ſhonld have ſuch a mul- 


titude of maladias ; for ſonnd morals are productive of 


health, Their intemperance converts into deadly poi- 
ſons the aliments which are deſigned to preſerve | 2k 
lives. Immoderate pleaſures ſhorten men's days more 
than medicines can lengthen them. The poor are ſel- 
domer ſick for want of food, than the rich are by eating 
too much. Aliments which are too grateful to the pa- 
late, and cauſe men to eat more than is needful, poiſon 
inſtead of nouriſhing. Medicmes themſelves are real 
evils which ruin the conſtitution, and fhould never be 
uſed but on urgent occaſions. The grand medicine, 
which 1s always innocenr and always uſeful, is ſobriety, 
moderation in all ſorts of pleaſures, tranquillity of mind, 
and bodily. exerciſe. Thereby'1s generated a ſweet and 
well-tempered blood, and redundant humours are diſſi- 
pated. Thus was the wife Nozophugus leſs admirable 


on account of his cures, than on account of the regimen 


he preſcribed to prevent diſeaſes, and to render medi- 
cines uſeleſs, | | | 
Theſe two men being ſent by Telemachns to viſt all 
the ſick in the army, cured many by their medicines, 
but more by the care they took to have them well look rd 
after; for they made it their buſineſs to keep them 
clean, in order to prevent any unwholeſome air, and to 
make them obſerve a ſober and regular diet during'their 
recovery. | we 
All the ſoldiers moved by theſe benefits, rend 
thanks to the Gods for having ſent Telemachus into the 
confederate army. He is not a man, ſaid they; he is 
undoubtedly ſome beneficent Deity in an human ſhape : 
At leaſt if he be a man, he reſembles the reſt of man- 
kind leſs than he does the Gods; he is come into the 
world only to do good, and is more amiable for the 
ſweetneſs of his temper and his humanity than for his 
valour. Oh! that we could have him for our king! 
but the Gods-reſerve him for · ſome happier people _ 
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hey love, and among whom they defign to renew the 
golden age. 
| 1 Fe, went od the _ to viſit the ſeve- 

quarters o way of precaution againſt 
any N us, — theſe praiſes, which 
could not e fuer of adulation, like thoſe which flat- 
rerers often beſtow on princes to their faces, ſuppoſing 
that they have neither modeſty nor delicacy, and that no- 
thing is neceſſary to gain their favour but to praiſe them 

beyond meaſure, The ſon of Ulyſſes could reliſh no- 
EA but truth ; he could bear no commendations but 

hols which were privately given him in his abſence, 
= he had really ed. To ſuch his heart was not 
inſenſible; he 2 that ſweet, that pure delight which 
the Gods have annexed to virtue only, and which ill 
men, for want of having experienced it, can neither 
co | nor believe: but he did not indulge him- 
Felt 5 in this pleaſure. All the faults he had committed 
would preſently crowd into his mind; he forgot not his 
natural haughtineſs and indifference for mankind; he was 
ſecretly aſhamed of being born with ſo hard a heart, and 
of appearing ſo inhuman; he referred to the wiſe Mi- 
nerva all the : glory lory which was given him, thinking that 
he himſelf did not deſerve it. 

It was you, great Goddeſs, ſaid he, who gave me 
Mentor to inſtruct me, and to rectify my evil diſpoſi- 
tion; it is you who give me the wiſdom to improve by 
2 faults, ons to be difident of myſelf; it is you who 
| petuous paſſions; it is you who make me 
— the plex ure of relieving the diſtreſt; but for 
you, I ſhould be hated, and 3 to be ſo; but for 


- you I ſhould commit irreparable errors, and be like 
ill 0 ncaa n 
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bloody and disfigured body from the place where it was 
buried under an heap of dead ; he ſhed pious. tears over 
it, and ſaid, O mighty ſhade, thou now knoweſt how much 
J eſteem thy valour. Thy haughtineſs indeed provoked 
me, but thy failings proceeded only from the warmth 


of youth. I well know how much need that age has of 


ardon. We ſhould hereafter have been ſincere friends. 
| alſo was in the wrong. Why, ye Gods | have you ra- 
viſhed him from me, before it was in my power to force 
him to love me! 

Telemachus afterwards cauſed his body to be waſhed 
with odorous liquors, and then ordered a funeral pyre to 
be prepared. Lofty pines groaning beneath the ſtrokes 
of the axe, roll from the tops of the mountains. Oaks, 
thoſe aged ſons of earth, that ſeemed to menace heaven 
tall poplars, elms with verdant heads_and thick leaved 
branches, and beeches, the honour of the woods, are 
brought and laid upon the banks of the river Galeſus, 
There a pile, reſembling a regular building, is erected ; 
the flame begins to appear, and curling clouds of ſmoke 
aſcend to the ſkies. Ihe Lacedzmonians advanced with 
flow and mournful ſteps, with downcaſt eyes and pikes 
inverted; the deepeſt ſadneſs is imprinted on their wild 
faces, and floods of tears ſtream from their eyes. Next 
them came the aged Pherecides, leſs bowed down by his 
numerous years than by the grief of ſurviving Hippias, 
whom he had brought up from his infancy. He lifted 
up his hands and his tearful eyes to heaven. Since Hip- 
pias's death he had refuſed all manner of ſuſtenance; 

ntle ſleep had not been able to weigh down his eye- 
Fas, nor to ſuſpend his anguiſh a moment : he walked 
with tottering 5 behind the crowd, unknowing whi- 
ther he went. Not a fingle word proceeded from his 
mouth, for his heart was too much oppreſt; he was 
ſpeechleſs through grief and defpair. But when he ſaw 
the kindling pyre, he was inſtantly tranſported, and 
cried out, 

O Hippias, Hippias! I ſhall never ſee thee more ! Hip- 

ias is no more, and yet I ftill live! O my deareſt 
ippias ! It was I, a cruel mercileſs wretch ! it was 1 
taught thee to deſpiſe death. I hoped thy hands wouid. 


wy 
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my lateſt breath. Ye cruel Gods! to lengthen out my 
life that I might ſee the death of Hippias! O my dear 
child! whoſe education has coſt me ſo many cares, 1 
ſhall ſee thee no more ; but I ſhall ſee thy mother die of 
grief, reproaching me with thy death; I ſhall ſee thy 
outhſul wife beat her boſom and tear off her hair, and 
ſhall be the cauſe. O beloved ſhade! ſummon me to 
the Stygian ſhore ; the light is hateful to me; it is thou 
alone, my dear Hippias, I wiſh to ſee again. Hippias! 
Hippias! O my deareſt Hippias! I live but to pay my 
laſt duty to thy aſhes. : | 

Mean time the corpſe of youthful Hippias appeared, 
ſtretched out at its length, and borne on a bier adorned 
with Ty ty gold and filver. Death, which had extin- 
guiſhed his eyes, had not been able to efface all his 
beauty, for there ſtill remained on his pallid viſage a 
faint picture of the graces. Around his neck, whiter 
than ſnow, but reclined on his ſhoulder, waved his long 
black hair, which more beautiful than that of Atys and 
Ganymede, was now to be reduced to aſhes, In his fide 
was ſeen the deep wound which let out all his blood, and 
ſent him down to Pluto's gloomy realm. 

Telemachus, ſorrowſul and dejected, came next to the 
corpſe, and firewed flowers upon it. When it arrived 
at the pyre, the ſon of Ulyſſes could not ſee the flames 
catch the linen it was wrapt in, without. weeping afreſh. 
Farewell, brave Hippias, ſaid he; for 1 dare not call 
thee my friend-; be appeaſed, thou ſhade, who has me- 
rited ſo much glory! Did I not love thee, 1 ſhould envy 
thy happineſs ; thou art delivered from the miſeries we 
ſtill ſuffer, and haſt retreated from them in the path of 
glory. Ah! how happy ſhould I be in making a like 
end! May Styx not ſtop thy ghoit ! may the Elyſian 
fields be open to it! may 4 preſerve thy renown 
throughout all ages, and may thy aſhes reſt in peace! 

He had ſcarcely ſpoken theſe words which were inter- 
mingled with fighs, but the whole army made a loud 
lamentation ; they were moved for Hippias, whoſe gal- 
lan actions they recited, and their ſorrow for his death 
recalling all hie qualities to their minds, made 
them the failings which were owing to the impe- 
tuoſity of youth and. a dad education: But they were ſtill 
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more moved with the tender ſentiments of Telemachus, 
Is this then, ſaid they, the proud, the haughty, the 
ſcornful, the tubborn young Greek; Lo! — gentle, 
how humane, how kind he is. Without doubt Minerva, 
who ſo tly loved his father, loves him alſo; ſhe 
without doubt has made him the choiceft preſent which 
the Gods can make to men, by giving him a heart ſu 
ceptible of 1 * well as wiſdom. . 
nd now the y was conſumed by the flames. 
Tedlemachus himſelf beſprinkled the yet ſmoaking aſhes 
with perfumed” liquors ; he then encloſed them in a gol- 
den urn, which he crowned with flowers, and carried it 
to Phalantus; who was ſtretched at his length, pierced 
with —_— 338 and ſo extremel weak hat he had 
a near o oomy gates o 
Already 2 — 2 Nozophu whom 
the fon of Ulyles had ſent to him, admini red all the 
aſſiſtance of their art; they had gradually recalled his 
ſoul, which was ready to take its fight ; new ſpirits in- 
ſenfbly revived him; an agreeable 8 vigour, 
the balm of life, infinuated itſelf vein 
even to the inmoſt receſſes of his heart, and a pleafing 
warmth ſnatched him from the icy hands of death. The 
moment his ſwooning was over, grief ſuecceded : He 
began to be ſenſible of the loſs of his brother, which he 
Had not before been in a. condition of feeling. Alas? 
{:id he, why all theſe pains to ſave my life? Were it 
not better for me to die, and follow my 5 Hippias ? 
I ſaw him periſh by my fide. O Hi Fes - age 
my life, my brother, my dear brother, ** art — 
more ! 1 then no more ſhall ſee thee, nor hear thee, nor 
embrace thee, nor tell thee my pains, nor comfort thee 
under thine! Ye Gods! ye enemies of mankind ! there 
15 no Hippias for me! Is it poſſible? Is it not a _ 
No, it is but too true. O Hippias, I have loft thee, I 
ſaw thee die, and muſt live till I have revenged thy 
death: I will ſacrifice the cruel Adraſtus, %. xls. 
with thy blood, to thy manes. | 
Whilft 9 was ſpeaking thus, T rauma hilus 
and Nozophugus endeaveured to _=_ his grief, that 
it might not encreaſe his diſorders, and — the 
effect of their medicines. Perceiving of a 1 aden that 
N 2 Telemachus 
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Telemachus was coming to him, his heart was at firſt 
agitated by two contrary paſſions; on one hand, he re- 
tained a reſentment of all that had, paſt between Tele. 
machus and Hippias, which was quickened by his grief 
for Hippias's death ; and on the other, he could not be 
ignorant that he owed the preſervation of his own life to 
'Telemachus, who had ſnatched him, quite covered with 
blood and half dead, out of. Adraſtus's hands, But 
when he ſaw the golden urn in which the dear aſhes of 
his brother Hippias were incloſed, he ſhed a torrent of 
tears ; he immediately embraced Telemachus without 
being able to ſpeak, and at length with a feeble voice, 
Interrupted wit 1 he ſaid : + 
| Worthy ſon of Ulyſſes, your virtue compels me to 
love you; to you I am indebted for this remainder of 
life which draws towards its end ; but I am indebted to 
you for ſomething much dearer to me. But for you, 
my brother's body had been the prey of vultures ; but 
for you, his ſhade, deprived of ſepulture, had miſerably 
wandered on the Stygian banks, had been continuall 
repulſed by the inexorable Charon. Muſt I be ſo muc 
obliged to one I have ſo much hated ? . Reward him, ye 
Gods! and rid me of ſo wretched a life. As for you, 
Telemachus, perform for me the laſt duties which you 
performed for my brother, that nothing may be wanting 
to your glory. | 

This faid, Phalantus was quite ſpent and overwhelmed 
with an exceſs of grief. Telemachus ſtood by him, not 
daring to ſpeak to him, and waiting till he ſhould re- 
cover his ſtrength. Phalantus ſoon returning from his 
ſwoon, took the urn out of Telemachus's hands, kiſſed it 
ſeveral times, bedewed it with his tears, and Taid, Ye 
dear, ye precious aſhes ! when ſhall mine be incloſed in 
this urn with you? O mow of Hippias, I follow 
thee to the ſhades below ; Telemachus wall revenge us 
both. | 

And now Phalantus's diſorder daily decreaſed by the 
care of the two men who were ſkilled in the ſcience of 
Aſculapius. Telemachus conſtantly attended them when 
they viſited their patient, to make them the more dili- 
gent to haſten his cure; and the whole army admired 
the goodneſs of his heart in thus relieving his greateſt 
| enemy, 
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enemy, more than the valour and wiſdom he had diſco” 
yered in ſaving the confederate army in battle. Tele- 
machus at the Bra time was indefatigable in the hardeſt 
toils of war. He ſlept little, and his ſlumbers were often 
interrupted either by advices, which he received at all 
hours of the night as well as of the day, or by his viſit- 
ing the ſeveral quarters of the camp, which he never did, 
twice together at the ſame hour, that he might the more 
eaſily ſurpriſe thoſe that were not ſufficiently vigilant ; 


he uſed often to return to his tent beſmeared with ſweat 


and duſt ; his food was plain; he lived like the common 
ſoldiers, to ſet them an example of ſobriety and pa- 
tience. The arm 2 but little proviſions in this 
incampment, he thought fit to ſtop the murmurs of the 
ſoldiers by EY himſelf the ſame incon- 
veniencies as they. is „ Inſtead of being weak- 
ened by ſo laborious a life, was ſtrengthened and hard- 
ened daily; he began to loſe the ſoft graces which are 
as it were the bloom of youth ; his completion grew 


. browner and leſs delicate, and his limbs more robuſt 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachut, perſunded by varim threams that bir 

Ulyſſes is net on the earth, executes his defigh of going 1 
feek him in hell. He goes privately out of the camp, attended 
by two Cretans as far as a temple near the famous cavern 
of Acheroutia; he there plunges through a dark dreary 
paſſage, arrives on the banks of Styx, and is taken by 
baron into his bark. He goes and preſents himſelf be- 
fore Pluto, wham he finds prepared to permit bim to ſeek 
fer his father. He crofſes Tartaras, where he ſees the 
tortures of the ungrateful, the perjured, the hypacrite, aud 
garticularly of bad kings. 


A DRASTUS, whoſe troops had been confider- 
ably weakened in this engagement, retired be- 

Hind mount Aulon, to wait for various re-inforcements, 
and to endeavour once more to ſurpriſe his enemies : So 
an hungry lion, driven back from the ſheep-fold, re- 
turns to the gloomy wood, and re-enters his den, where 
he whets his teeth and claws, and waits for a favourable 


opportunity to deſtroy the whole flock. 
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Telemachus having taken care to eſtabliſh a ſtrict diſ- 
cipline through all the camp, thought only of executing 
a deſign which he had formed and concealed from all the 
chiefs of the army. He had long been diſturbed every 
night with dreams, which ſhewed him his father Ulyſſes. 
His dear image uſed conſtantly to return towards the end 
of the night, before Aurora came with her dawning fires 
to chace the wandering ſtars from heaven, and gentle 
ſumbers with all their trains of flattering dreams from 
the earth. Sometimes he thought he ſaw Ulyfles in a 
delightful iſland, on the bank of a river in a flowery 
meadow, quite naked, and ſurrounded by nymphs who 
were throwing him garments that he might cover him- 
ſelf with them. Sometimes he thought he heard him 
talking in a palace all glittcring with gold and ivory, 


Where men with wreaths of flowers on their heads were 


liſtening to him with pleaſure and admiration, And 
Ulyſſes would often appear to him of a ſudden amidſt 
the merriments and res of feſtivals, wherein the 
ſweet harmony of a voice was heard in concert with a lyre 
more raviſhing than that of Apollo, and than the veicce 
of all the Mu | 
When Telemachus awaked, he was troubled at theſe 
agreeable dreams. O my father! my dear father U- 
Iyſſes! cried he, the moſt frightful dreams would bs 
more pleaſing to me. Theſe images of felicity con- 
vince me that you are already deſcended to the manſion 
of happy ſouls, whoſe virtue the Gods reward with an 
eternal peace. Methinks 1 ſee the Elyſian fields. Ob! 


how dreadful it is to hope no more! O tny much-loved 
. father ! Shall I never ſee thee ? Shall I never embrace 


him who ſo dearly loved me, and in queſt of whom I 
undergo ſo many toils ? Shall I never hear that mouth 
ſpeak, which uſed to utter wiſdom ? Shall I never kiſs 
thoſe hands, thoſe dear victorious hands, which have 
vanquiſhed fo enemies? Will they not puniſh Pe- 
nelope's frantick fyiters, nor Ithaca ever riſe again from 


its ruin? You, ye Gods, who hate my father, you ſend 


me theſe fearful dreams to rob my heart of every hope, 

to rob me of _ No, I will live no longet in * 

uncertainty. at ſay 1? Alas? I am but too certain 

tat my father is no . IN go even to * 
— 4 
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Tis ghoſt. Theſeus, the impicus Theſeus, who preſumed 
to offer violence to the inkrnal deities, deſcended thi. 
ther ; but piety is my motire for going. Hercules de- 
ſcen Jed thither : J indeed am not Hercules; but an at- 
temp to imitate him is glory. Orpheus, by the recital 
of his misfortunes, moved the heart of that God who is 
repreſented as inexorable, and obtained his leave for 
Eu:ydice's return to the living. I am more worthy of 
con paſſion than Orpheus, for my loſs is greater. Who 
would compare a young girl, who was no more than 
multitudes of others, with Ulyſſes the admiration of all 
Grecce? We will go, we will die, if it muſt be ſo. And 
why ſhould I, whoſe life is ſo miſerable, be afraid of 
death? O Pluto! Proferpine! I will quickly try if you 
are ſo inexorable as you are ſaid to be. O my father, 
having vainly compaſſed earth and ſeas to find you, I 
will now go and ſee if you are not in the gloomy man- 
fi:ns of the dead. Though the Gods refuſe to let me 
ſee you on the earth, and in the enjoyment of the light 
of F ſun, perhaps they will not refuſe to let me ſee 
at leaſt your ghoſt in the ſable realm of night. 
Telemachus, as he ſpoke theſe words, bedewed his 
bed with his tears. He immediately roſe, and endea- 
voured by means of the light to ſooth the ſmarting grief 
theſe creams had occaſioned; but the arrow — 
ierced his heart, he carried it every where with him, 
— his anguiſh he reſolved to deſcend to hell at a 
famous place, which was not far from the camp; it is 
called Acherontia, becauſe there is a hideous cavern 
there, u hich leads down to the banks of Acheron, a ri- 
ver whereby the Gods themſelves are cautious how they 
fwear. The city was built on the top of a rock, like a 
neſt on the top of a tree. At the foot of the rock was this 
cavern, which fearful mcrtals durſt not approach. The 
ſhepherc's were careful to turn their flocks from it. The 
ſu'phurcus vapours of tl e Stygian lake which inceſſantly 
exhaled through this opening, infected all the air. Nor 
herbs ncr flowers grew around it; there no gentle Ze- 
pt irs ever breathed, no vernal bloom was ſeen, nor au- 
ti mn's j recious gifts. The earth was parched and lan- 
guid, :nd one ſaw but a few fatal cypreſſes and leaflels 
f rubs. Even at a diſtance Ceres all around * the 
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huſbandmen her golden harveſts, and Bacchus ſeemed in 
yain to promiſe his delicious fruits, for the cluſtering 
rapes withered inſtead of ripening. The mourning 
N poured no limpid ſtream; their waves were always 
bitter and muddy. In this ſpot, over- run with thorns 
and brambles, no birds did ever warble, nor ſind a grove 
to retreat to; they went and ſung their loves under a 
milder ſky. Here nothing was heard but the croaking 
of ravens, and the diſmal ſcreams of the owl. The 
graſs itſelf was bitter, and the flocks which fed on it, 
felt not the pleaſing joy which makes them bound along. 
The bull fled from the heifer, and the diſconſolate ſwain 
forgot his pipe and his flute. A 
Out of this cavern iſſued from time to time a black 
thick ſmoke, which formed a kind of night at the mid of 


day. The neighbouring people then redoubled their ſa- 


crifices to appeaſe the internal Divinities ; bat men in 
the flower of their age and earlieſt bloom of youth, were 
often the only victims which theſe cruel Deities took a 
pleaſure in ſacrificing by a fatal contagion. | 

It was here 'Telemachus refolved to find a way to 
Pluto's gloomy manſion. Minerva, who inceſſantly 
watched over him, and covered him with her Ægis, had 
rendered Pluto propitious to him; Jupiter himſelf, at 
her * having commanded Mercury, who daily 
deſcends to hell to deliver up to Charon a certain num- 
ber of dead, to bid the king of the ſhades permit the ſon. 
of Ulyſſes to enter into his empire. | 

Telemachus ſteals out of the camp by night; he tra- 
vels by the light of the moon, and invokes that power- 
ful Deity, who being in the heavens the bright planet of 
the night, and on earth the chaſte Diana, is in hell the 
formidable Hecate. This Goddeſs kindly heard his 
vows ; becauſe his heart was pure, and he was led by the 
pious affection which a ſon owes to his father. 

He was: ſcarcely arrived at the mouth of the cavern, 
when he heard the ſubterraneous empire roar ; the ground 
trembled. beneath his feet, and the heavens were armed. 
with lightnings and flaſhes of fire, which ſeemed to fall 
on the earth. The young ſon of Ul; ſſes felt his heart 
moved,. and his whole mw covered with a cold ſweat ; 
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but his courage ſupported him. Lifting up his hands 


and eyes to heaven, Ye mighty Gods, cried he, theſe 


omens, which 1 deem propitioas, I accept with ure; 
compleat your work. He ſaid, and redoubling his pace, 
ruſhed boldly forward. - —_ - 

Whereupon the thick ſmoke which rendered the mouth 
of the cavern fatal to all animals that approached it, was 
diſperſed, and the poiſonous ſtench ceaſed for a while. 
Telemachus entered alone; for what mortal durſt attend 


him? Two Cretans, who came with him to a certain 


diſtance from the cave, and to whom he had communi- 


cated his deſign, waited in a temple at a diſtance, trem- 


bling, half-dead, offering up their vows, and deſpairing 
of A ſecing Telemachus * . 

Mean time the ſon of Ulyſſes ruſhes ſword in hand into 
this horrible darkneſs. He preſently perceives a faint 
glimmering light, like that which is ſeen in the night- 
time on the earth; he obſerves the airy ghoſts fluttering 
around him, and drives them away with his ſword. He 
afterwards ſees the doleſome banks of the boggy river, 
whoſe foul and ſluggiſh waters are continually whirlin 

round. On the ſhore he diſcovers an innumerable crow 

of unburied dead, vainly preſenting themſelves to the 
inexorable Charon. This Ged, whoſe everlaſting age 
1s eternally ſurly and moroſe, bet full of vigour, threatens 
them, drives them away, and immediately admits the 
young Greek into his bark. Telemachus, as he enten 


it, hears the groans of a difconſolate ghoſt. | 


What occations your diſtreſs, ſaid he? Who were y 


on the earth? I was, replied the ſhade, Nabopharzan 
king of haughty Babylon. All the nations of the eaſt 


trembled at the very ſound of my name; I cauſed my- 
felf to be worſhipped by the Babylanians in a marble 
temple, where I was ö by a golden ſtatue, be- 
fore which were burnt both night and day the moſt pre- 


, cious perfumes of Æthiopia. er preſumed to con- 


tradict me, was immediately chaſtiſed for it. New plea- 
ſures were daily invented to make my life more delight- 
Fal, and I was ftill young and + Oh! what joys 


| had I to taſte on a throne! But a woman whom I loved, 
and who did not love me, made me very ſenſible 
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was not a God. She poiſoned me. T now am nothing” 
My aſhes were yeſterday depoſited in a pompous mer 
in a golden urn. My people wept for me; they tore off 
their hair; they ſeemed as if they would throw themſelves 
into my flaming pyre to die with me, and they fill go 
and pour forth their groens at the foot of the Rately tomb 


in which my aſhes are laid: But nobody really laments 


me; my memory is abhorred even in my own family, 
and I already ſuffer here below an horrible kind of treat- 
ment. 

Telemachus moved by this ſight, ſaid, Were you 
really happy while you reigned ? Did you feel that ſweet 
peace of mind, without which the heart is always. oppreſ!,, 


and withers in the midſt of pleaſures ? No, replied the 


Babylonian, I do not even know what yon mean. The 


ſages indeed vaunt of this peace as the only good; but 


for me, I never experienced it. My heart was cont mu- 


ally agitated by new defires, by fear and by hope. I 


endeavoured to make my{elf giddy by the rapid motions 
of my paſſions, and 1 took care to mainkzin the intoxi- 
cating career, and to make it laing. The ſhorteſt in- 
terval of calm reaſon hid been very irkſome to me. 
This is the peace which I enjoyed; all other ſeemed to 
me but a fable and a dream. Theſe are the bleſſings 
which I regret. 8 

Ihe Babylonian, as he ſpoke thus, wept like a mean 
ſpirited wretch, that had been enervated by proſperity, 
and had not been uſed to bear adverſity with fortitude. 
There were ſeveral ſlaves about him who had been put 
to death to honour his funeral. Mercury had delivered 
them up to Charon with their king, and had given them 
an abſolute power over him whom they had ſerved on the 
earth. Ihe ſhades of theſe flaves were no longer afraid 


of Nabopharzan's: ſhade ; they held it in chains, and 


offered it the moſt cruel indignities. One ſaid to him, 
Were we not men as well as thou? What made thce ſo 
frantic as to think thyſelf a God ? Shouldeſt thou not 
have remembered that thou wert of the ſame race as 
others? Another, to inſult him, ſaid, Thou wert in the 
right in being unwilling to be taken for a man; for thou 
wert a monſter void of humanity. A third cried out? 
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no longer any thing to give; thou haſt not the power to 
do an; more miſchief ; thou art become the ſlave even of 
thy own ſlaves. The Gods are flow to do juſtice, but 
they do it at laſt, | 


At theſe grating words Nabopharzan threw himſelf 
proſtrate on the earth, tearing off his hair in a fit of ra 
and deſpair. But Charon ſaid to the flaves, Haul him 
up by his chain, raiſe him whether he will or no; he 
ſhall not have even the conſolation of hiding his confu- 
fion ; all the ghoſts of Styx muſt be witneſſes of it, to 
Juſtify the Gods, who bave ſo long ſuffered this impious 
wretch to reign on the earth. This, Babylonian, is but 
the beginning of thy ſorrows ; prepare thyſelf to be tried 
by Minos, the inflexible judge of hell. | 

During this ſpeech of the terrible Charon, the bark 

cached the ſhore of Pluto's realm, All the ghoſts ran 
to view the living mortal that appeared in the boat in the 
midſt of the dead; but the moment Telemachus ſet his 
foot on- the ſhore, they fled like the fhades of night, 
which the leaſt glimpſe of day diſperſes. Charon with a 
brow leſs wrinkled, and eyes leſs fierce than uſual, ſaid 
to the young Greek, Thou mortal beloved of the Gods, 
fince it is given thee to enter the kingdom of night, which 
is inacceſſible to the living, make haſte and go where the 
Deſtinies call thee; go along this gloomy path to the 
palace of Pluto, whom you will find on his throne; he 
will permit you to enter regions whoſe ſecrets I am for- 
| bidden to diſcover to you. 

Hereupon Telemachus advances with haſty ſteps, He 

fees on all ſides fluttering ſhades more numerous than the 
rains of ſand en the ſea · ſnore; and obſerving the con- 
— and hurry of this infinite multitude, and the pro- 
found ſilence of theſe ſpacious regions, he is ſtruck with 

an holy fear. His hair riſes upright on his head, on his 
arrival at the inexorable Pluto's drear abode; his knees 
tremble, his voice fails him, and it is with difficulty 
that he is able to addreis theſe words to the God : You 
behold, O tremendous Deity, the ſon of the unhappy 
Ulyfles ; I am come to enquire if my father be deſecend- 
ed into your empire, or if he be ſtill wandering on the 


eaxtli. 
Pluto 
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Pluto was ſeated on a throne of ebony. His counte- 
nace was pale and ſevere, his eyes hollow and ſpark - 
ling, his brow wrinkled and threatning. The fight of 
a living man was hateful to him, as the light is offenſive 
to the eyes by _—_ _ 2 _ to go out of their re- 
treats on night. By his ſide appeared Proſerpine 
who — Ales oe” his looks, and — a little to 
mollify his heart, She enjoyed an ever-blooming beauty ; 
but ſhe ſeemed to have joined to her divine charms I 
know not what of the obduracy and cruelty of her huſ- 
band. 

At the foot of the throne was pale devouring death, 
with his keen ſcythe, which he was continually whetti 
Around him hovered gloomy cares, cruel jealouſy, re- 
venge all dropping with blood and covered with wounds; 
groundleſs hate, avarice gnaw ing her own fleſh ; deſpair 
rending herſelf with her own hands; mad ambition over- 
throwing every thing ; treaſon thirſting for blood, and ' 
unable to enjoy the evils ſhe had occafioned ; envy 
pouring her deadly venom around her, and raging at 
bor want of power to injure; impiety digging a = 
tomleſs pit, and flinging herſelf in deſpair into it; ghaſtly 
ſpectres; phantoms which aſſume the form of the dead 
to terrify the living; frightful dreams, and want of ſleep 
as tormenting as they: All theſe dreadful images envi- 
roned the haughty Pluto, and crowded his palace. He 
anſwered Telemachus in a voice which made the bottom 
of Erebus roar. 

Young mortal, deſtiny has given thee to violate this 
facred ie of ſhades ; purſue thy glorious fortune; I 
ſhall not tell thee where thy father is; it ſuffices that 
thou art free to look for him. As he was a king u 
the earth, you need only run through, on one „ that 
part of dreary Tartarus where wicked kings are puniſh. 
ed, and the Elyfian fields, on the other, where goed 
kings are rewarded. But you cannot go from hence ta 
the Elyſian fields, without paſſing ugh Tartarus. 
Haſten thither, and quit my dominions. 

Telemachus inſtantly ſeems to fly through thoſe empty 
and immenſe ſpaces, ſo much did he long to know if he 


ſhould ſee his father, and to get out of the dreadful pre- 
_ 
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ſence of the. tyrant who awes both the living and the 
dead. Near him he preſently perceives the diſmal Tar- 
- tarus, from which iſſued a black thick ſmoke, whoſe 
- poiſonous ſteam would have been mortal, had it been 
diffuſed in the manſions of the living. The ſmoke ho- 
vered over à river of fire and whirlwinds of flames, 

whoſe roaring, like that of the moſt impetuous torrents 
falling from the higheſt rocks into the deepeſt abyffes, 

prevented one's hearing any thing diſtinctly in theſe re- 
gions of ſorrow. 

Telemachus being ſecretly encouraged by Minerra, 
enters this gulph ws Ay He immediately perceived 
a great number of men who had hved in the loweft ſta- 
tions, and were puniſhed for having ſought riches by 

fraud, treachery and cruelty. He obſerved many im- 
- pious hypocrites, who pretending to love religion, had 
. uſed it only as a ſpecious pretence to gratify their ambition, 
* and to impoſe upon the credulous. Theſe wretches, who 
had abuſed virtue itſelf, though it is the moſt precious 
gift of the Gods, were puniſhed as the mo? wicked of 
all mankind. Children who had killed their fathers and. 
their mothers, wives who had dipt their hands in their 
huſband's blood, and traitors who had violated all 
the moſt ſolemn oaths, and ſacrificed their country, 
. ſuffered lefs cruel tortures than theſe hypocrites : Such 
is the pleaſure of the three judges of hell, and their rea- 
ſon for it is, becauſe hypocrites are not ſatisfied with 
being wicked like other impious wretches; they endea- 
vour to be thought good, and make men by their coun- 
terſeĩt virtue afraid of relying on true. The Gods whom 
they mocked, and rendered contemptible to men, take 
; a pleaſure in exerting their whole power to revenge 
themſelves of their inſults. 
. Near theſe appeared others, who, though not efteemed 
_culpable by the vulgar, are proſecute by the divine ven- 
geance without mercy: Theſe are the ungrateful, the lyar, 
the flatterer who applauded vice, malignant cenſurers who 
- endeavoured to ſully the pureſt virtue, and thoſe who. 
. eaſhly judged of very phage knowing them thoroughly, 
and thereby injured the reputation of the innocent. 
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1 — 1 is Tommit- 
ted wi to the „ was puniſhed as the black- 
eſt. What ſaid Minos, 1s a man reputed a monſter, 
who is ungrateful to his father, or his friend, of whom 
he has received ſome favours, and does he glory in be- 
ing ungrateful to the Gods, of whom he holds his life, 
and alt the bleſſings it includes! Does he not owe his 
birth to them more than to the father and mother of 
whom he was born? The more crimes are winked at 
and excuſed on the earth, the more are they the objefts 
of = implacable vengeance, which nothing eſcapes, in 
hell. a 

Telemachus ſecing the three judges fitting, and paſſ- 
ing ſentence on a perſon before om, was ſo free — 
aſk them what his crimes were. Upon which the crimi- 
nal _ word, and _ I _ _ any harm; 
I placed all my delight in doing good; I was rous, 
1— 1 compaſſionate; 13 then _ I be 
charged? Whereupon Minos ſaid, Thou art charged 
with nothing as to men; but didſt thou not owe them 
leſs than the Gods? What is this juſtice thou vaunteſt 
of? Thou haſt failed in no duty towards men who are 
nothing ; thou haſt been virtuous, but thou didft aſcribe 
all thy virtue to thyſelf, and not to the Gods who gave 
it thee; for thou wouldeſt needs enjoy the fruit of thy 


own virtue, and make that the only ſpring of thy 
pineſs. Thou haſt been thy own * the Gal. 


who made all things, and made nothing but for them- 
ſelves, cannot give up their right. Thou haft forgotten 
them ; they will forget thee, and deliver thee up to thy- 
ſelf, ſince thou reſolved to be thy own and not theirs. 
Now therefore find thy conſolation, if thou canft, in thy 
own boſom; Lo! thou art now for ever ted from 
men whom thou ſoughteſt ts pleaſe. Lo! thou, who 
waſt thy own idol, art now alone with thyſelf. Be aſ- 
ſured that there is no true virtue without a reverence and 
love of the Gods, to whom all things are due. Thy 
falſe virtue, which long dazzled the eyes of men who 
arc eaſily impoſed upon, will now be put to confuſion. 
Men judging of virtue and vice by what thwarts or ſuits 
with their untereſt, are blind both as to good _— 
—F « 7 g ere 
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Here a divine light overthrows all their ſuperficial opi- 
nions, and often condemns what they admire, and jak. 
fies what they condemn. 8 

At theſe words the Philoſopher, as if he had been 
thunderſtruck, could not ſupport hicſelf, The compla- 
cency with which he had formerly contemplated his mo- 
deration, his courage and generous inclinations, was 
Changed into deſpair. A ſurvey of his own heart, which 
had an enemy to the Gods, became his puniſhment, 
He views himſelf, and cannot caſe to view himſelf, 
He ſees the vanity of the opinions of men, whom in all 
bis actions he ſought to pleaſe. There is an univerſal 
change of every * within him, as if all his bowe's 
had been turned up- ſide down ; he no longer finds him- 
ſelf the ſame man, and every prop in his heart fails him. 
His conſcience, whoſe teſtimony uſed to pleaſe him ſo 
highly, riſes up againſt him, and bitterly reproaches 
him with his miſtaken and chimerical virtues, which had 
not the worſhip of the Deity for their principal and end ; 
he is troubled, aſtoniſhed, overwhelmed with ſhame, re- 
morſe and deſpair. The Furies indecd do not torment him, 
: becauſe they are ſatisfied with giving him up to himſelf, 
{Us his own heart abundantly revenges the derided Gods. 
He ſeeks the blackeſt corners to hide. himſelf from the 
reſt of the dead, unable to hide himſelf from himſelf; 
he ſecks for darkneſs but cannot find it. A troubleſome 
light follows him every where ; every where the. pierc- 
ing rays of truth purſue him, in order to avenge the 
truth he neglected to follow. Every thing which he 
loved, becomes hateful to him, as being the ſource of 
his miſeries, which are to be eternal. O fool, ſays he 
to himſelf, I have known neither Gods, nor men, nor 
myſelf. No, I have known nothing, ſince I never 
loved the only true good. All my ſteps have been er- 
roneous; my wiſdom was but folly ; my virtue was only 
a blind and impious pride; I was my own idol. 

At laft 'Telemachus beheld the kings who had been 
condemned for abuſing their power. On one hand a 
vengeful Fury preſented a mirror which ſhewed them all 
the deformity of their vices. There they ſaw, and could 
not avoid ſeeing, their groſs vanity and greedineſs * 
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the moſt ridiculous encomiums ; their barbarity to man” 
kind, whom they ought to have rendered happy; thei® 
inſenſibility to virtue; their fears to hear the truth 5 
their affection for baſe flatterers ; their ſupineneſs, their 
luxury, their indolence, their miſplaced jealouſies, their 
pomp ; their exceſſive magnificence, founded on the ruin 
of the people ; their ambition to purchaſe a little empty 
lory with the blood of their citizens; and laſtly, their 
inhumanity, - in daily ſeeking for new delights, in the 
tears and deſpair of the miſerable multitu In this 
mirror they continually viewed themfelves, and found 
that they were more frightful and monſtrous than the 
Chimera which Belerophon vanquiſhed, than the Ler- 
nzan Hydra which was ſubdued by Hercules, and even 
than Cerberus himſelf, though he diſgorges from his 
three yawning mouths, a black venomous gore, which 
is enough to poiſon the whole race of mankind. 
At the ſame time, on the other hand, another Fury 
repeated to them in an inſulting manner all the praiſes 
which their flatterers had beſtowed upon them while 
| they were living, and held up another mirror in which 
they ſaw themſelves ſuch as adulation had deſcribed 
them: the contraſt of theſe two portraits was the punifh- 
ment of their vanity. It was remarkable that the wick- 
edeſt of theſe princes were thoſe to whom the moſt ful» 
ſome commendations had been given in their life-time z 
becauſe the wicked are more dreaded than the , and 
are not aſhamed to require the baſe incenſe of the poets 


* 10 — time. ER | Ty 
ey are heard to groan in this profound darkneſs, 
where they can ſee nothing but the inſults and deriſions 
which they are doomed to fuller, and have nothing about 
them that Joes not repulſe them, that does not thwart 

them, that does not confound them. Whereas on the 
earth they fported with the lives of men, and pretended 
that all thingg were made for their uſe; in Tartarus 
they are delivered up to all the caprices of certain ſlaves, 
who make them in their turn feel all the rigours of ſer- 
vitude. They ſerve with reluctance, and deſpair of ever 
being able to ſoften their captivity. Under the laſkes 
of theſe ſlaves, now become their mercileſs tyrants, they 
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| are like the anvil under the ſtrokes of the hammers of 
| the Cyclops, when Vulcan urges them to work in the 
burning forges of mount Etna. 

There Telemachus ſaw pale, ghaſtly, diſmayed counte- 
| nances; for gloomy grief preys on theſe guilty wretches, 
| They are terrified at themſelves, and can no more ſhake 

off this terror than their nature itſelf. They need no 
other puniſhment of their crimes than their crimes them- 
ſelves, which they continually ſee, in all their enormity, 
ſtaring them in the face, and haunting them like bideous 
ſpectres. To avoid theſe they ſeck for a more powerful 
than that which ſeparated them from their bodies ; 
they call in their deſpair for a death which will extinguiſh 
all ſenſe and conſciouſneſs ; they implore the abyſſes to 
ſwallow them up, and to ſcreen them from the vengei 
and perſecuting rays of truth. But they ate reſerved for 
a vengeance which diftils upon them drop by drep, and 
>... 1s inexhauſtible. The truth which. they dreaded 10 ſee, 
becomes their puniſhment ; they ſee it, 


only 10 ſce it riſe up againſt them. The fight of i 


; ming 3 wi | s it to 
. che uynoſt bowels. The ſoul, like metal in a flaming 
. Eurnace, is as it were melted by this vindictive fire, - 
which .deſtroys its whole texture, but cenſumes nothing; 
which diſſolves even the firſt principles of life, and yet 
makes it impoſſible to die. They are tacked with in- 
. conceivable tortures ; they can find nor comfort nor reft 
for a ſingle moment; they exift only by their fury 
againſt themſelves, and a deſpair which makes them 
Among theſe objects, which made Telemachus's hair 
. riſe upright on his head, he ſaw ſeveral of the ancient 
. Kings of Lydia, who were puniſhed for W preferred 
the pleaſures of an effeminate life to the toils of mak- 
. Ing their people happy, which ought to be inſeparable 


from royalty. 


I Theſe princes reproached each other with their blind- 
. neſs. One ſaid to another, who had been his ſon, Did 
I not often, during my old age and before my death, 
recommend to you the redreſſing the evils which I — 
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_ occaſioned by my negligence? Ah! unhappy father! 
replied the ſon, it was you who ruined me; it was your 
example that inſpired me with a love of pomp, with 
pride, voluptuoufnefs, and cruelty. Seeing you reign 
in ſuch luxury and with a crowd of flatterers about 
you, I was habituated to love flattery and pleaſure; L 
thought that the reſt of men were with reſpect to kings, 
what horſes and other beaſts of burden are with reſpect to 
men, animals which we value only for their ſervice, and 
as they contribute to our convenience, This I be- 
heved ; it was you that made me believe it, and I 
now ſuffer theſe numberleſs miſeries for imitating you. 
To theſe reproaches they added the moſt ewes E= 
precatipus, ;apd. med in a rage 40 tear each othe- in 
ieces. 8 . 
8 Around theſe kings ftill hovered, like owls in the 
night, cruel jealouſies, groundleſs alarms, diffidence 
which revenges the people of the cruelty of their princes, 
an inſatiable thirſt of nches, falſe gory, which is always 
tyrannical, and ſhameful luxury which doubles all t 
miſeries of men, and has it not in her power to yield 
them ſubſtantial pleaſures. ; - 

Several of theſe kings were ſeverely puniſhed, not for 
the evil which they had done, but for the omiflion of 
3 _— they ought — have done. All the m_ 
of the people that proceed from a negligent execution o 
the laws, were imputed to their MS ke ought to 
reign only that the laws may reign by their miniſtry, 
To them alſo were imputed all the diſorders which ariſe 
from pomp, loxury, and all other exceſſes which reduce 
men to extremity, and tempt them to violate the laws 
for the ſake of money. Thoſe kings eſpecially were 
treated with the greateſt rigour, who inſtead o — 
good and ackbel ſhepherds of the people, had ſtudi 
only to worry the flock like ravenous wolves. 

But what aſtoniſhed Telemachus yet more, was to ſee, 
in this abyſs of darkneſs and miſery, a great number of 
kings, who having paſſed on the earth for tolerably good 
kings, had been condemned to the pains of Tartarus for 
ſubmitting to be governed by wicked and crafty men. 
They were puniſhed for the evils which they had ſuffered 
to be committed by their authority, Moſt of mg == 
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been ſo weak, that they had been neither good nor bad 
they had never been afraid of knowing the truth, but 
they had not reliſhed virtue, nor placed their delight in 
doing good. | 
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The ARGUMENT, 


Telemachus enters into the Elyſian fields, where he is known 
by Arcęſius his great-grandfather, who aſſures him that. 

| 22 is living, that he will ſee him again in Ithaca, 
and reign there after him. Arcefius gives him 4 oe 
tion of the felicity which men enjoy, and eſpecially 
good kings, who in their life-time ſerved the Gods, and 
were a bleſſing to the people they governed. He makes 
him obſerve, that the heroes who excelled only in the art 
of war, are much leſi happy in a place by themſelves, 
He gives Telemachus ſome inſt ruct iums, who then returns 


with ſpeed to the confederate camp. 
W HEN Telemachus came out of this place, he 
found himſelf relieved, as if a mountain had 
been removed from his breaſt; he was ſenſible by this 
relief of the miſery of thoſe who are confined there with- 
out hopes of ever being releaſed, and was terrified to 
ſee how much more rigorouſly kings were tormented than 

other offenders. What! ſaid he, ſo many duties, ſo 

many dangers, ſo many ſnares, ſo many difficulties in ' 
getting at the truth in order to guard againſt others and 
againſt one's felf alſo! and at laſt ſo many tortures in 
hell, after one has been ſo envied, ſo diſquieted, ſo 
| thwarted 


i 
* 


1 
| 
| 
1 
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in her boſom and around her arms, nor jealouſy, nar 
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thwarted during a ſhort life! O how ſetiſeldfh is be who 
is ambitious of reigning! Happy the man who confines 


himſelf to a _ and peaceful ſtation, in which he may 


with leſs difficulty be virtuous ! | 

As he made theſe reflections his ſoul was difordered ; 
he trembled and fell into a conſternation, which made 
him feel ſomething of the deſpair of the wretches he had 
juſt ſeen; but as Foros away from this doleſome man- 
ſion of darkneſs, horror and deſpair, his courage began 
ainſenſibly to revive : He already felt, and had a glimpſe 
of the pure and ſwert light of the #bode of heroes. 

Here reſided; ſeparared from the reft af the juſt, all 
the good kings that had ever ruled over mankind. Ae 


wicked princes ſuffered puniſhments in Tartarus infinitely 


more ſevere than private offenders; ſo good kings en- 
joyed in the Elyſian fields an happineſs. infinitely greater 
_ that of other men who had loved virtue on the 

 Telemachus advanced towards theſe princes, who were 
in fragrant groves on an ever-ſpringing and flowery turf. 
A thouſand limpid rills watered, and diffuſed a' deli- 
cious freſhneſs over theſe enchanting ſcenes, An in- 
finite number of birds made the groves ring with their 
tuneful chantings. One beheld the vernal flowers ſpring- 
ing beneath one's feet, at the ſame time” that the richeſt 
autumnal fruits weze hanging on the trees. There were 
never felt the raging dog-ſtar's heats; there the lower- 
ing boreal winds never Turf to breathe. the ſeverities of 
winter. Neither þblood-thirſty war, nor cruel envy that 
bites with an invenomed tooth, and bears writhen adden 


difidence, nor fear, nor vain deſires, do ever approach 
this happy manſion of peace. Here the day never ends, 
and night with her ſable veil is a ranger, A pure and 
grateful Jight is diffuſed around the boſics of theſe righ- 
teous men, and inveſts them with its rays as with a gar- 
ment. This light does not reſemble the glimmering 
light, which enlightens the eyes of wretched . mortals, 
and is nothing but darkneſs; it is rather a celeſtial glory 
than a light. It more thoroughly penetrates the groſſeſt 
bodies than the rays of the ſun penetrate the pureſt = 
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ſtal, It never dazzles: on the contrary, it ſtrengthens 
the eyes, and conveys an inexpreſſible ſerenity — 
all the receſſes of the ſoul. his is the only food of t 
bleſſed. It proceeds from and enters into them; it pe- 
netrates and is incorporated with them, as aliments are 
incorporated with us. They ſee it, they feel it, they 
. it ; it _— an 1 fountain of tran= *© 
ility and joy to ſpring up in them. They are im- 
— in this abyſa of delights as fiſhes in the ſea, They 
covet nothing more; they bave all things without hav-- 
ing any thing, for the taſte of this pure light appeaſes 
the hunger of their hearts. All their defires are ſa- 
tified, and their plenitude raifes them above every thing 
that empty greedy mortals purſue on the earth. All the 
ſurrounding delights are nothing to them, becauſe the 
conſummate happineſs which comes from within, leaves 
them no cravings for any thing they ſee of delightful. 
without. They are like the s, who, repleniſhed” 
with nectar and ambrofia, would not deign to feed on 
any groſs aliments which might be ſet beſore them at the 
moſt ſumptous tables of mortals. All evils fly far from 
theſe ſerene abodes: Death, ſickneſs, want, pain, ſor- 
row, remorſe, fear, hope itſelf which often gives us as 
much trouble as fear, diviſions, hatred, quarrels can 
have no admiſſion here. | 
Should the lofty mountains of Thrace, whoſe brows, 
covered with ice and ſnow from the beginning of the 
world, cleave the clouds; ſhould they I fay be thrown 
from their foundations: rhat are fixed in the center of the 
earth, the ſouls of theſe righteous men would not even 
be moved: They only pity the miſeries which depreſs 
thoſe who live in the world ; but it is a ſweet and peaceful 
pity, that does not in the leaft leſſen their unchangeable 
telicity, Eternal youth, endleſs happineſs, a glory 
wholly divine, is painted on their faces ; but their joy 
has nothing of wanton or indecent. It is a ſweet, a 
noble, a majeſtick joy; it is a ſublime, a raviſhing 
taſte of truth and virtue. They every moment ex 
rience without interruption that extaſy of ſoul which a 
mother feels at the fight of a beloved fon whom ſhe 
thought dead ; but the rapture which quickly ——_ 
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the mother, never flies from their ſouls. It never lan- 


guiſhes a moment! it is always new ! they taſte the tranſ- 
ports of 3 joys without their diſorder and ſtu- 
pefaction. They diſcourſe together of what they ſee and 
af what they taſte. They deſpiſe and deplore the ſoſt 
pleaſures, and the vain grandeur of theit former condi. 
tion; they review with pleaſure the few but ſorrowful 
years, in which they were under a neceſſity of combat- 
ing againſt themſelves, and againſt a torrent of corrupt 
men, in order to be virtuous ; they admire the aſſiſtance 
of the Gods who led them, as it were by the hand, 
through innumerous dangers to virtue. Something in- 
conceivably divine flows inceſſantly through their Fouls, 
— of the Divine Nature itſelf which is united 
to them. They ſee, they taſte that they are happy, and 
are conſcious that they ſhall always be ſo; they ting the 
praiſes of the Gods, and make ha her but one voice, 
one mind, one heart : The ſame tide of felicity ebbs and 
flows as it were in their united ſouls, 1 

In theſe heavenly raptures ages roll away more ſwiftly 
than hours among mortals; and yet a ä and a 
thouſand ages ſubftra nothing from their happineſs, 
which is always new and always perfect. They all rei 
together, not on thrones which the hand of man can ſu 
vert, but in themſelves and with an unalterable power ; 
for they no longer need to make themſelves formidable by 
a power borrowed of a vile and wretched people. They 
no longer wear thoſe vain diadems, whoſe luſtre concealy 
numberleſs fears and anxious cares; the Gods themſelves 
having crowned them, with their own hands, with crowns 


which nothing can tarniſh. 


Telemachus, who was ſeeking his father, and ex- 
pected to find him in theſe enchanting regions, was ſo 
raviſhed with this taſte of peace and An. that he 
would have been glad to have found him there, and was 
Torry that he himſelf was obliged to return to the ſociety 
of mortals. Here, ſaid he, is life indeed, whereas ours 
is but death. But he was aſtoniſhed as he had ſeen ſo 
many kings in the tortures of Tartarus, that he ſaw fo 
few happy in the Elyſian fields; he was hereby con- 
vinced that there are very few princes reſolute and cou- 
rageous 
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rageous enough to reſiſt their own power, and to repulſe 
the — Fn who are uſed to ſtir up all their 
paſſions. Good kings therefore are very rare; and moſt 
are ſo wicked that the Gods would not be juſt, if having 
ſuffered them to abuſe their power in their life-time, they 
did not chaſtiſe them after their death. 

Telemachus not ſeeing his father Ulyſſes among all 
theſe kings, looked for the divine Laertes his grandfire. 
While he was ſecking him in vain, a venerable majeftick 
old man came towards him, whoſe age did not refemble 
that of mortals, who are bowed down with the weight of 


| _ on the earth, One perceived only that he had 


old before his death; for all the gravity of age 
was now blended with all the graces of youth, which re- 
vive in the moſt decripid the moment they are introduced 
into the Elyſian fiel This ſenior advanced haſtily, 
and viewed Telemachus with complacency, as one who 
was very dear to him. Telemachus, who did not know 
him, was in pain and ſuſpence. 
I excuſe, my dear fon, ſaid this ſenior, your not 
knowing me; I am Arceſius, the father of LaErtes. I 
finiſhed my courſe a little before my grandſon Ulyſſes 
departed for the fiege of Troy. Though thou wert then 
but an infant in thy nurſe's arms, 1 conceived great 
hopes of thee, and they have not deceived me; fince I 
ſee that thou art deſcended into Pluto's kingdom in queſt 
of thy father, and that the Gods ſupport thee in this en- 
terprize. O my happy child ! the Gods love thee, and 
are preparing a glory for thee which will equal that of 
thy father. And happy I to ſee thee again! Ceaſe to 
ſearch for Ulyſſes: here; he is ſtill alive, and is re- 
ſerved to be the reſtorer of our houſe in the iſland 
of Ithaca. Labrtes himſelf, though bowing under a 
weight of years, ftill enjoys the light, waits for 
his ſon's coming to cloſe his eyes. Thus mortals paſs 
away like flowers which bloom in the morning, and 
wither and are trodden under foot in the evening. The 
generations of men roll away like the waves of a rapid 
river, nothing can ſtop the tide of time, which draws 
after it eve —_ ſeems the moſt immoveable. 
Thou thyſelf, my fon, my dear fon, thou who now 5 
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dere ſuch a ſprightly pleaſurable youth, do thou remem- 
r that this gay ſeaton is hut a flower which will wither 
almoſt as ſoon as it is blown. Thou wilt perceive thy. 
ſelf inſenſibly alter. The ſmiling graces, the ſwear plea- 
furcs which attend thee, — health, joy, will va- 
niſh like a pleaſing dream; nothing but a regretful re- 


membrance will be left thee. Languid old age, that 


enemy to pleaſure, will come and wrinkle thy brows, 
bow down thy body, weaken thy limþs, dry up the 


ſource of joy in thy heart, and make thee loath the pre- 


ſent, and apprehenſive of the future, and inſenſible to all 
things but pain. This time appears to you at a'diſtance, 
Alas! thou deeeiveſt thyſelf, my ſon ; it comes with haſty 
wings; lo! it is here. What advances with ſuch' rapi- 


- dity is not far from thee, and the preſent fleeting mo- 


ment is already at a diftance, ſince it ceaſes to be the in- 
itant we ſpeak, and can approach us no more. Never 
rely therefore, my ſon, on the-preſent; but ſapport thy- 
ſelf in the rugged thorny path of 'virtue by viewing the 
future. Prepare thyſelt a manfion, by purity of man- 
ners and a love of juſtice, in this blifsful abode of peace. 


_ !Thou ſhalt quickly ſce thy father reſume his authority in 


Ithaca; thou wert born to reign after him; but alas! my 
ſon, how deceitful is a crown ! When one views it at a 
diſtance, one fees nothing but grandeur, luſtre and plea- 

ſures ; but when near, it is all beſet with thorns. A pri- 
vate perſon may without reproach lead-a life of eaſe and 


- obſcurity ; but a king cannot, without diſhonouring him- 


ſelf, prefer a life of pleaſure and indolenee to the pain- 
ful duties of government. He owes himſelf to his ſub- 
jects; be is never permitted to be his own maſter, a 
his leaſt over-fights are of the greateſt conſequence, be- 
cauſe they make his people weetdlied, and that ſometimes 
for ages. He ought to curb the audaciouſneſs of the wick- 
ed, to ſupport inuocence, to ſuppreſs calumny. It is not 
encugh for him not to do any evil; he muſt do all the poſſi- 
ble good of which the ſtate ſtands in need. Nay it ts not 
enough that he does good himfſdf; he muſt likewiſe prevent 
all the evils which others would da, were they not reſtrain- 
ed. Be apprehenſive therefore, my ſon, be apprehenſive of 
ſo 1 fituation; arm thyſelf with reſolution againſt 
thy ſelf, againſt thy paſſions, and againſt — 8 
reeſius 
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. Arceſius, as —_— theſe words, emed animated 
by a divine fire, and let Telemachus ſee by his counte- 
nance that he greatly pitied kings on account of the mi- 
ſeries which are inſeparable from a crown. When it is 
aſſumed, ſaid he, to gratify one's ſelf, it is a. monſtrous 
tyranny ; and when it is aſſumed to diſcharge the duties 
of it, and to govera a numerous 1 as a father go- 
rerns his children, it is a grievous 'thraldom, which re- 
quires an heroick fortitude and patience: And it is ac- 


| — certain, that they who have really reigned 
* 


virtuouſly here, enjoy every thing which the power of 
the Gods ean beſtow in order to render their — 
complete. : 3 fs 1 | 

While Arceſius was ſpeaking in this manner, his words 
ſunk deep into Telemachus's heart, and were engraved : 
upon it, like the figures which a ſkilful artiſt engraves 
on braſs, and defigns to tranſmit to the view of the 
lateſt poſterity. - This ſage diſcourſe was like a ſubtle 
flame that penetrated into the bowels of the young Tele- 
machus; he found himſelf moved and on fire; ſomething 
divine ſeemed to melt his heart within him. What he 
had in his inmoſt parts ſecretly conſumed him; he could 
neither contain it, nor ſupport it, nor reſiſt ſo violent an 
impreſſion : It was. a lively pleaſing ſenſation, ĩinmixed 
with pains capable of depriving one of life. *' 

Telemachus beginning at length to breathe: more freely, 
eee. in the countenance of Arceſius à great reſem- 

lance of Laërtes; nay, he fancied that he had a con- 
fuſed idea of having ſeen the like features in his father 
Ulyſſes, when he departed for the ſiege of Troy. 

This remembrance” melted his very heart; ſweet and 
joyful tears ſtreamed from his eyes. He was dufirous of 
embracing ſo dear a perſon, and ſeveral times | 
it in vain, Ihe empty ſhade cluded his arms, as flatter- 
ing objects flip from a man in a dream when he thinks 
himſelf ſure of them: One while the thirſty mouth of the 


| fleeper purſues a fugitive ſtream; another while his lips 


move to form words which his ſtiffened tongue cannot 
utter; then his hands are eaperly extended, and catch 
nothing. So Telemachus * unable to gratiſy . 
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neſs: He ſees Arceſius, he hears him, he talks to him, 
he cannot feel him. At __ he aſks him who the per- 
ſons are whom he ſees around him. 

You ſee, my ſon, replied the ſage ſenior, men who 
were the ornament of their times, and the glory and hap- 
pineſs of the human race; 4 ſee the ſmall number of 
— who were worthy to be ſo, and who faithfully diſ- 
charged the office of Gods on the earth. The other 
whom you ſee near, but ſeparated from them by that lit. 
tle cloud, enjoy a much lower degree of glory. Thoſe 
indeed are heroes; but the reward of their valour and 
military expeditions cannot be compared with that of wiſe, 
Juſt, .and beneficent princes. 

Among theſe heroes you ſee Theſeus, whoſe face is 
ſomewhat melancholy. He had the misfortune to be 
too credulous with regard to an artful wife, and is ſtill 
grieved for having requeſted of Neptune the cruel death 
of his ſon Hippolytus. Oh how happy ! had he not been 
ſo paſſionate and ſo eaſily provoked ! You likewiſe be- 
hold Achilles leaning on his ſpear, by reaſon of the 
wound he received in his heel by the hand of the effemi- 
nate Paris, which put an end to his life. Had he been 
as juſt, wiſe, and moderate as he was intrepid, the Gods 
would have granted him a long reign; but they pitied 
the ians and 1 over whom according to 
the courſe of nature, he would have reigned after Peleu 
and determined not to deliver ſo many people to the 

y of a fiery man, who was more eaſily enraged than 
the moſt ſtormy ſea, The fatal fiſters ſhortened the 
t of his days, and he reſembled a flower, which 
when hardly blown is cut down by the plough-ſhare, and 
falls beforc the cloſe of the day which gave it birth. The 
Gods made uſe of him, as of floods and tempeſts, to 
puniſh the crimes of men; they made Achilles their en- 
| gine to throw down the walls of Troy, in order to re- 
venge Laomedon's perjury, and Paris's unlawful love. 
Having made this uſe of the inſtrument of their venge- 
- ance, were appeaſed, and refuſed, notwi 
the tears of Thetis, to ſuffer this young hero to continue 
longer in the world, who was fit only to diſturb mankind, 
2 overturn cities and kingdoms, 85 | 
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But doſt thou ſee that other perſonage there with that | 
fierce countenance ? It is Ajax, the ſon of Telamon, 


and the couſin of Achilles. You undoubtedly are not 


ignorant of his glory in battle. After the death of 
Achilles he pretended that his armour could be given to 
none but himſelf; your father did not think: that he ought 
to yield it to him; the Greeks adjudged it in favour of 
Ulyfſes. Ajax killed himſelf through rage and vexation, 

and indignation and fury are ſtill viſible in his face. Do 
not approach him, my . for he would think that you 


intended to infult him in his misfortunes, though he really 


merits pity. Do you not perceive that he looks upon 
us with uneaſineſs, and is entering abruptly into that 
gloomy grove, becauſe we are odious to him? On tte 
other fide you ſee Hector, who had been invincible, it 
the ſon of Thetis had not lived at the ſame time. But lol 
there goes Agamemnon, who ſtill bears the marks of 
Clytemneſtra's perfidy., O my ſon, I tremble when 1 
think of the af any of the impious Tantalus's family. 
The enmity of the two brothers, Atreus and Thyeſtes, 
filled that houſe with horror and blood. Alas! what a 
multitude of others does a ſingle crime draw after it? 
Agamemnon returning at the head of the Greeks from 
the hege of Troy, had not time to enjoy 1n peace the 
glory he had acquired: Such is the fate of almoſt all 
conquerors. All the perſons you ſee there were formida- 
ble in war; but they were not amiable and virtuous. 
Accordingly they are admitted only into the ſecond man- 
ſion of the Elyfian fields. 

As for theſe, they reigned with juſtice, they loved their 
ſubjects, and are the favourites of the Gods, While 
Achilles and Agamemnon, who were ſo prone to difſen- 
tion and war, do ſtill even here retain their pains and 
natural failings, while they vainly regret the loſs of 
their lives, and are grieved at their being now but em 
and impotent ſhadows ; theſe righteous princes, being 
purified by the divine light, on which 1 feed, have 
nothing more to wiſh for the completion of their happi- 
neſs. They view the anxious cares of mortals with pity; 
and the greateſt affairs which diſquiet the ambitious, ap- 
pear to them like the ſports of children, Their ſouls are 


repleniſhed with truth and virtue, which they draw at 
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the fountain head. They have nothing more to ſuffer 

from themſelves or others, no more defires, no more 
Wants, no more fears, All is at an end as to them, ex- 
cx their felicity, which cannot end. | | 
Take notice, my ſon, of old king Inachus, who found. 
ed the kingdom of Argos. What ſweetneſs! What ma- 
jeſty in his old age! Flowers ſpring beneath his ſteps, 
His eaſy gait reſembles the fiight of a bird. He holds 
an ivory lyre in his hand, and ſings in an eternal tranſ- 
port the rrarvellous works of the Gods, His heart and 
mouth breathe an exquiſite perfume. The harmony of 
his voice and ly re would raviſh both gods and* men, 
Thus is he rewarded for loving the people whom he 
aſſembled within his new walls, and whoſe legiſlator 
he was. | : 

On the other fide, thou mayeſt ſee __ ttoſe myr- 
tles, Cecrops the Egyptian, who was the firſt king of 
Athens, a city ſacred to the Goddeſs of wiſdom, whoſe 
name it bears. Cecrops bringing uſeful laws from Egypt, 
which was the ſource of letters and morality, to Greece, 
ſoftened the ſavage nature of the Attick towns, and united 
them in the bounds of ſociety. He was juſt, humane, 
compaſſionate; he left his ſubjects in affluence, and his 
own family in moderate circumftances, being unwillin 
that his power ſhould deſcend to his children, becau 
he thought that others were more worthy of it. 

In that little valley 1 muſt likewiſe ſhew you Ericthon, 
who invented the art of making money of filver. He 
did it with a view of facilitating commerce between the 
iſlands of Greece;z, but he foreſaw the inconveniences 
which would attend this invention. Apply yourſelves, 
ſaid he, to the people, to multiply the riches of nature 
among you, which are the true riches: Mannre the 
earth, that you may have plenty of corn, wine, oil and 
fruits; take care to have innumerable flocks and herds, 
which may feed you with their milk and cloath you with 
their wool, and you will thereby place yourſelves in cir- 
cumſtances of never being afraid of poverty. The more 
children you have, the richer you will be, provided you 
inure them to labour; for the earth is inexhauſtible, and 
increaſes her fertility in proportion to the number of 
inhabitants that culttvate ber with care; ſhe —_— 
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| rewards all ſuch for their toils, whereas ſhe is ſparing 


and ungrateful to thoſe who cultivate her; in a negligent 
manner. Confine yourſelves therefore chieſy to the true 
riches which ſuffice the wants of man. As for mqney, it 
muſt be eſteemed only as it is neceſſary, either in the wars 
which we are. inevitably forced to maintain abroad, or 
for the trading in ſome neceſſary commodities which are 
wanting in our own coun:ry: And it is accordingly to 
be wiſhed, that men would ceaſe to trade in all things 
which ſerve only to maintain extravagance, pomp and 


luxury. 


Ihe ſage Ericthon would often ſay, I greatly fear, my 
children, that I have made you. a fatal preſent, in com- 
municating to you the invention of money, 1 foreſee 
that it will excite avarice, araÞition,: pomp; that it will 
cheriſh an infinite number of pernietous arts, which tend 
only to the ſoftening and to the aan manners 3 
that it will give you a diſguſt of the happy ſimplicity in 
which all the-repgſe, and the ſccurity of life confiſtsz 
that it will in ort qazke, you deſpiſe agriculture, which 
is the foundation. of the life of man, and the ſource of 
all real bleſſings : But the Gods are witneſſes to the in- 
tegrity of my heart, ia imparting this invention to you, 
which is in itſelf uſeful. At laſt when Ericthon per- 
ceived that money 1 the people as he had ſore- 
ſcen, - he retired through grief to a ſavage mountain, 
where he lived poor and ſequeſtered from mankind to an 
extreme old age, and would not concern himſelf in the 
government of cities. 1 : 
A little while after bim the famous Triptolemus ap- 
peated in Greece, whom Ceres taught the art of tilling 
tae earth; and, of covering it every year with a golden 
harveſt. Not that men before him were ſtrangers to 
corn or to thę manner of multiplying it by ſowing, but 
they were not perfect in the art of tillage, till Triptole- 
mus, ſent by Pe „came with, plough in his hand, to 
offer the Goddeſs's gifts to all who ſhould have reſolution 
enough to conquer their natural floth, and addict them- 
ſelves to copſtant labour. Quickly did Triptolemus 
teach the Greeks to ſurrow the earth, and to make her 
fruitful by rending her boſom;, quickly did the ardent 


- 


292 TELE MACHus. Book XIX; 


and indefatigable reapers canſe the yellow ears which 
covered the fields, to fall beneath their ſharp-edged 
fickles, Even wild and ſavage people, who wandered 
up and down the wocds of Epirus and Etolia, in queſt 
of acorns for their food, ſoftened their manners, and be- 
came ſubject to laws, when they had learnt how to make 
the harveſts riſe, and to live on bread. Triptolemus 
made the Greeks reliſh the pleaſure of owing their riches 
only to their labour, and of finding in one s own field 
all that is neceſſary to render life eaſy and happy. This 
ſimple, this innocent plenty, which is inſeparable from 
agriculture, made them recollect the wiſe counſels of 
Ericthon; they contemned money and all artificial riches, 
which are riches _ in the imagination of men, which 
tempt them to purſue dangerous pleaſures, and divert 
them from labour, wherein they would find all real 
bleflings,' t with purity of manners and perfect 
freedom, 'The Greeks therefore knew that a fertile and 
well-eukivated field is the real treaſure of a family, 
which is wiſe enough to chuſe to live frugally as their 
thers lived. And happy had they been had' they re- 
mained ſteady in maxims ſo proper to make them power- 
ful, free, happy, and worthy of being fo by a folid vir 
tue! But alas! they begin to admire falſe riches; they 
by little and little neglect the true, and degenerate from 
this admirable ſimplicity. O my ſon, you will one day 
reign; then remember to bring men to the prac- 
tice of agriculture, to honour that art, to encourage 
thoſe who apply themſelves to it, aud not to ſuffer men 
ro live idle, or to he employed in arts which nouriſh 
pomp and luxury. Theſe two men, who were fo wiſe 
on the earth, are here beloved of the Gods. Take no- 
tice, my ſon, that their ＋ by much ſurpaſſes that of 
Achilles and other heroes who excelled only in battle, 
as the delightful ſpring is pleaſanter than the icy winter, 
or as the light of the ſun is brighter than that of the 
moon. | : 
While Arcefius was talking in this manner, he per- 
ceived that Telemachus's eyes were fixed on a little lau- 
re}-grove, and a river bordered with violets, roſes, lil- 
lies and ſeveral other fragrant flowers, whoſe lively co- 
lours reſembled thoſe of 2 when ſhe —_ 


. 
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heaven to the earth, to declare the commands of the 
Gods to mortals. The t king Seſoſtris was in this 
beautiful grove, and Telemachus knew him again, 
though he was a thouſand times more majeſtick than he 
had ever been on the throne of Egypt. Rays of benign 
light ſhot from his eyes, and dazzled thoſe of Telema- 
chus. When one ſaw him, one would have thought that 
he was inebriated with near; ſo much had the divine 
ſpirit raiſed him above the reach of human reaſon as a. 
reward of his virtues. 5 

Telemachus ſaid. to Arceſius, O my father, I perceive: 
Seſoftris, the wiſe king of Egypt, whom 1 ſaw not long 
fince. That indeed is Seſoſti is, replied Arceſius; and- 
you ſee by him how bountifully the Gods reward good. 
princes. But you muſt know that all this happineſs is 
nothing in compariſon of that which was defigned him, 
if too great a proſperity had not made: him. forget the 
rules of moderation and juſtice.. His paſſion to. lower 
the pride and inſolence of the Tyrians,. engaged him to 
take their city. This conqueſt inſpired him with a de- 
fire of making others; and ſuffering Himſelf to be ſe- 
duced by the vanity of conquerors, he ſubdued, or to- 
ſpeak more juſtly, he ravaged ail Afia. At his return. 
to Egypt he found that his brother had ſeized upon the 
crown, and had by an unrighteous-adminiftraticon changed 
the beſt laws of the country. Thus did his great con- 
queſts only ſerve to embroil his own. 8 But: 
what made him more inexcuſable, was his being ſo in- 
toxicated with vain 22 to cauſe his chariot to be 
drawn by the proudeſt of the kings he had conquered.. 
He was afterwards ſenſible of his error, and aſhamed oft 
having been ſo inhuman... Such was the fruit of his victo- 
ries, and ſuch are the miſchiefs which conquerors bring- 
upon themſelves and their kingdoms, by endeavouring to» 
uſurp thoſe of their neighbours. I His was what ſullied 
the reputation of a- prince who was ocherwiſe ſo juſt and 
beneficent; and it is this- which diminiſhes the happineſs. 
which the Gods had prepared for him. h 

Doſt thon not ſee him, my ſon, whoſe wonnd'appe: rs. 
10 glorions? He was a king of Caria, Dicc!ides hy 


name, Who ſacrificed himſelt for his people in battle, 


O 5-- b. cauſe. 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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| 
| 
| 
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| Gods heard him, and here beſtowed a real crown upon 


what blood wilt thou ice ſhed before thou findeſt. him! 


tions and in all a 
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becauſe .the oracle had declared that the. nation whoſe 


king ſhquld periſh, would be victorious in the war be- 
tween the Carians and the Lycians. 


. 


Tale notice of that other perſonage alſo: He was a 
wiſe 1 who having enacted laws which were 
adapted to make his ſabjatis virtuous and happy, made 
them ſwear that they would never violate any of them in 
his abſence. This done, he departed, became a volun- 
tary exile from his country, und died poor in a foreign 
land, in order to oblige his people by this oath for ever 
to obſerve ſuch ſalutary laws, | 

The other whom you ſee, is Euneſimus, king of the 

Pylians, and one of the anceſtors of the ſage Neſtor, 
During a peſtilence which ravaged the whole earth, and 
covered the banks of Acheron with new. ghoſts, he lay- 
ing down his life for ſo many millions of innocent per- 
ſons, beſought the Gods to lay aſide their wrath. The 


him, of which all earthly crowns are but empty ſhadows, 

The old man whom you ſee with a —_— of flows 
ers on his head, is the famous Belus: He reigned in 
Egypt, and married Anchynoe the daughter of bt God 

Uus, who conceals the ſource of his waters, and en- 
riches the country by his inundations. He had two ſons; 
Danaiis whoſe hiſtory you know, and Egyptus who gave 
his name to this beautiful kingdom, Belas thought him- 
ſelf richer by the plenty he procured his ſubjects, and 
by their affection for him, than by all the taxes which 
he could have impoſed upon them. Theſe men, my 
ſon, whom you loox upon as dead, are alive; and the 
wretched life which men drag on the earth is death: 
The names only are changed. May the Gods render 
thee virtuous enough to merit this bleſſed life, which 
nothing can put a period to, nor diſquiet! But haſten 
hence; it is time to go and ſeek thy father. Alas! 


But then what glory awaits thee in the fields of Hefpe- 
ria! Be mindful of the wiſe Mentor's counſek : if thou 
followeſt them, thy name will be glorious among all na- 


He ſaid; and immediately conducted Telemachus to 
the ivory door which leads out of Pluto's darkſome realm. 
5 | | Telemachus 


1. 
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Telemachus departed, with tears in his eyes, without 
being able to embrace him; and aſcending from theſe 

loomy regions, haſtened back to the confederate camp ; 
— in his way rejoined the two young Cretans, who 
had accompanied him as far as the cavern, and expected. 


to ſeg him no more. . 
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BOOK 122 TWENTIETH. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Tn an affembly of the chiefs, Telemachus prevails on them not 
to ſurpriſe the city of Verufium, which had been left by bath 
parties in truſt in the hand: of the Lucanians. He ſhews 
his wiſdom with regard to two deſerters; one. f them, 
avhoje name wwas Acanghus, had undertaken to poiſon him, 
and the other, named Digſcorut, offered the allies the head 
of Adraftus., In the enſuing battle Telemachns carries 
death awherever he goes in queſt of Adraftus ; and that 
ting who feeks him alſo, meets with and kills Pififtratus,. 
the fon of Neflor. Philofetes comes to bis affiftance, and 
as be is about to kill Adraſtus, is wounded and obliged to 
retire the battle. Telemachw follows the cries of 
the confedevates, of whom Adraftus maker a terrible ho- 


wock ; be engages this enemy, and gives bim bis life on 
conditions au 2 be impoſes upon bim. Adraſuus getting 


xþ again, attempts to furpriſe Telemachns, wwho ſeizes hin 
a ſecond time, and takes away his life. 


N the mean time the chiefs of the army aſſembled w 
deliberate whether they ſhould ſeize on Venuſium, a 
ſtrong city, which Adraſtus had formerly uſurped from 
his neighbours the Peucetz of Apulia ; who had entered 

- Into the league againſt Adraſtus, * 
ä * 
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juſtice for that invaſion. Adraſtus, to 22 had 
delivered the city by way of truſt into the s of the 
Lucanians: But he had corrupted the Lucanian garriſon. 
and its commander by his money; ſo that the Lucanians 
had in reality leſs authority than he in Venuſium; and 
the Apulians, who had conſented that the Lucanian gar- 
riſon ſhould keep Venufium, had been over- in: 
this negotiation. 

A citizen of Venuſium, named Demophantes, had 
privately offered the allies to deliver up one of the gates 
of the city to them by night. This propoſal was ſo 
much the more advantageous, as Adraſtus had laid 

all his proviſions and military ſtores in a caſtle near Ve- 
nuſium, which could not defend itfelf if that city were 
taken, PhiloRetes and Neſtor had already declared that 
they ought to embrace ſo favourable an opportunity ;. 
and all the other commanders being ſwayed by their au- 
thority, and dazzled by the advantages which would 
ariſe from fo eaſy an enterpriſe, approved of their opinion: 
But Telemachus at his return did all he could to diſſuade 
them from it. EEE 5 
Lam not ignorant, ſaid he, that if ever a man. de- 
ſerved to be circumvented and deceiyed, it is. Adraſtus, 
who has ſo, often deceived all others. I plainly ſee that 
in ſurpriſing Venuſium you will only take poſſeſſion of a 
city which belongs to you, fince it. belongs to the Apu- 
lians, a nation who have entered into your league. I 
own that you may do this with a greater ſhow of reaſon, as 
Adraſtus who put this city as a pledge into the hands of 
the Lucanians, has corrupted the governor and the gar- 
riſon, in order to enter it whenever he ſhall think pro- 
per. And then I am ſenſible as well as you, that if you 
take Venuſium, you will the next day become maſters of 
the caſtle in which Adraſtus has lodged all his ftores ; 
and that you would thus in two days put an end to this 
formidable war. But is it not better to periſh than to 
conquer by ſuch means? Muſt fraud be repelled by 
fraud ? Shall it be ſaid that ſo many princes. having en- 
tered into a league to chaſtiſe the impious Adraſtus for 
his treacheries, are become treacherous like him? If it 
is lawful for. us to act like Adraſtus, he is not guilty, 
and our endeavours to puniſh him are wrong. What! 


2 TELEMACHUS: Bok K. 
has all Heſperia, ſupported by ſo many Greek "colonies, 
and rr, from the fliege ol Troy, no other 
arms againſt the perſidy and perjury of Adraſtus, but 
perſidy and perjury? Vou have ſworn by things the moſt 
— to leave Venufium as a pledge in the hands of the 
Eucanians. But their 2 y you, 19 cormpted' 
by Adraftus's money; reetve that!as well-#s or. 
But, this garriſon is ſtill in the pay of the Lavantans ; it 
has not 5 Fuſed to obey them, and "has, at leaſt in kp- 
pearance, obſerved the neutrality. Neither Adraſtus 
nor any of his ſoldiers have ever entered Venuſium; the 
treaty fubſiſts, and your oath is not forgotten by the 
Gods. Shall we keep our promiſes, only when we want 
plaufihle pretences to break them? Shall we be faithful 
and religious obſervers of oaths, only when we can 
— y violating them? If the love of virtue and the 
fear of the Gods have no influence upon you, have at 
leaſt ſome concern for your regutation and intereſt. If 
you give mankind this pernicious inſtance of breaking 
your word and of violating your oath to terminate a war, 
what wars will you not kindle by this tmpious con- 
duct? What neighbour will not be conftrained to appte- 
hend every thing from to deteſt yon? Who for the 
future, in the moſt g exigencies, will/ confide in 
you? What ſecurity will you be able te give when you 
defign to be ſincere, and when it is of; conſequence to 
you to perſuade your neighbours that you are fo? Will 
a ſolemn treaty do it? You will have trampled one un- 
der your feet, Will an oath do it? Ah! will it not be 
known that you look upon the Gods as cyphers, when 
you expect to draw any advantage from perjary ? You 
will not therefore be ſafer in peace than in war. Every 
thing which comes from you, will be received as a diſ- 
guifed or open war. Vou will perpetually be the enemies 
of all who ſhall have the misfortunc to be your neigh- 
bours. All tranſactions which require reputation, pro- 
bity and confidence, will become impoſſible to you; you 
will _ no means of making people believe what you 
romiſe. 5 | Th 3 g 
F There is, added Telemachns, a yet nearer concern. 
which muſt needs affect you, if you have any ſenſe of 
probity, or any forefigttt with regard to your own _ 
wy; 5 


„ 


means. Adraſtus, the impious Adraſtus, is in our 
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reſt, viz. that ſo treacherous a conduct would be an in- 
ternal attack upon your whole league, and quickly ruin 
it; your perjury would cauſe Adraſtus to trĩumph. 

The whole badly, murmuring at theſe words, aſked. 
him how he could take upon him to Tay. that an action 
which would infallibly make the confederates victorious, 
would'ruin the confederacy ? How, replied he, will you be 
able to confide in each other, if you once violate your fin- 
cerity, the only band of ſociety and confidence? When. 

ou have laid it down as a maxim, that the laws of pro- 
bity and fidelity may be * r with for the ſake of 
ſome ſignal advantage, which of you will truſt another, 
ſince another may find it very advantageous to falſify 
his word and to deceive vou? Where will you be then? 
Which of you will not endeavour; by his own artifices to 
pre vent thoſe of his neighbour ?: What will be the fate 
of a confederacy of ſo many ns tions, when they have 
agreed among themſelves after a general diſcuſſion af the 
matter, that it is lawful to over-reach one's neighbour 
and to vielate one's plighted faith? How great will your 
mutual jealouſies be, your diſſentions, your zeal to de- 
firoy each other? Adraſtus will have no occaſien to at- 
tack you; you wall ſufficiently worry one another, and 
juſtify his 2 Ye ſage, ye magnanimous princes, 
you who ſo wiſely govern innumerable multitudes, diſ- 
dain not to hearken to the counſels of a young man. 
Should 2 ever 2 into the moſt terrible extremities. 
into which war ſometimes precipitates men, you ; 
riſe again by your vigilance and the ſtruggles of — 
virtue; for true courage never deſpairs: Bui if you — 
once broken down the barrier of honour and probity, 
your ruin is inevitable; you can never revive the confi-: 
dence which is pepeſſary to makgipll 2 affairs ſuc- 
ceſsful, nor reglainp men to the principles of virtue which 
you have. abs +, 5. to deſpiſe. And what do you ap= 
prehend? Are yon not brave enough to without, 
treachery ? Is not your valour, together with the forces 
of ſo many nations, ſufficient for this? Let us fight, let. 
us die, if it muſt be ſo, rather than conquer by ſuch vile 


* 


provided we abhor imitating his baſeneſs and perſidy. 


| 
| 
| 


Joo LELEMACHUS. Book XX. 


When Telemachus concluded his ſpeech, he perceived 
that ſoft perſuaſion had flowed from his lips, and ſank 
deep into their hearts. He obſerved that there was a 

profound ſilence ns. - the whole afſembly ; every 
Cary chin ghts being _—_—_— not on him or t 
of his — but on force of truth, which was ſo 
ſtriking in the whole courſe of his reaſoning. Amaze- 
ment was painted on their faces. At h an hollow 
murmur was heard {| 8 itſelf by httle and little 
chrough the whole They all looked one upon 
another, being afraid to 8 firſt, and waiting till the 
principal commanders ſhould declare themſelves, though 
every one found it difficult to retain his ſentiments. 


15 — — ＋ Neſtor ronounced theſe words: 


we” — who fo neg your — 
geſted to you the wiſe and generous counſel _ = 


| — given us. I do not — youth, 
nerva in all have ſaid. You the cauſe 
.of virtue; tthout virtue the pr t advantages are 


zeal loſſes ; without virtue men ſoon draw on themſelves 
> vengeance of their enemies, the jealouſy of their 

hatred of all men, and the juſt wrath of 
_— Gods. Let us t ore leave Venuſium in the * 


of the Lucaniang, and think of conquering Adraſtus 


* by our cou rage. 

e ſaid; and the whole aſſembly: —_— _ wil. 
dom of lis words: But every one, as he ga _ 
plauſe, _ his eyes with amazement 2 


of Ulyſſes, and imagined that he ſaw the wiſdom-of Mi- 


mere, his inſpirer, ſhine forth in him. 

There ſoon aroſe another queſtion in the council of the 
kings, by which he did not acquire leſs glory, Adraſtus,. 
ever bloody and perſidious, ſent into the camp one 


Acanthus a deſerter, who was to poifon the moſt illuſ- 


trious chirfs of the army. He was particularly ordered. 
to ſpare no pains to effect the death of the young Tele- 
machus, who was already become the terror of the Dau- 
nians. Telemachus, = & had too much courage and 
candour to be miſtruſtful, readily and kindly received. 


this wretch, who had ſeen Ulyfles in Sicily, and who re- 
lated to him the adventures of that hero, He ſubfifted. 


him, 


? 
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him, and endeavoured to comfort him in his misfortunes ; 
for Acanthus complained of having been deceived and 
unworthily treated by Adraſtus. But this was cheriſhing 
and warming a venemous viper in his boſom, which was 
ready to ſting him to death. Another deſerter was taken, 
whoſe name was Arion, whom Acanthus was ſending 
back to Adraſtus, to inform him of the tate of the con- 
ſederate camp, and to aſſure him that he would the next 
day poiſon the principal kings and Telemachus, at an 
entertainment which the latter was to give him. Arion 
being apprehended, confeſſed this treaſon, and it was 
ſuſpected that Acanthus was concerned with him, be- 
cauſe they were intimate friends; but Acanthus, who 
was à deep diſſembler and not to be daunted, defended 
himſelf ſo artfully that he could not be convicted, nor 
the bottom of the conſpiracy diſcovered. 

Several of the kings were of opinion that they ought 


in this uncertainty to ſacrifice Acanthus to the publick 


ſafety, He muſt, ſaid they, be put to death ; the life 
of a ſingle perſon is nothing, when the ſafety of fo 
many princes is concerned. t if an innocent per- 
ſon periſh, when the point in debate is the ion 
of thoſe WhO repreſent the Gods among men 

What an inhuman maxim ! what barbarous policy, 
replied Telemachus! How ! are you ſo laviſh of human 
blood! O you who are appointed the ſhepherds of men, 
and who govern them only to take care of them as a 
ſhepherd takes care of his flock, you are it ſeems raven- 
ous wolves and not ſhepherds : at moſt you are ſhep- 
herds only to fleece and fly the flock, inſtead of leading 
it into good 4 According to you a man is guilty 
the moment he is accuſed ; to be ſuſpected merits death; 
the innocent are at the mercy of the envious and the 
llanderer; and the more your tyrannical jealouſy in- 
creaſes in your boſom, the greater number of victims 
muſt be ſlain. 88 | 

Telemachus ſpoke theſe words with an authority and 


vehemence that carried an irreſiſtable conviction with it, 


and overwhelmed the authors of ſuch baſe advice with 
ſhame.” He afterwards ſaid in a milder tone: As or me k 
am not ſo fond of life as to pay ſo dear for it ; I had rather 


that Acanthus ſhould be a villain than be one myſelf, _ 
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that he ſhould rob me of my life by treachery than that I 
ſhould be ſo unjuſt as to put him to death on ſuſpicion 
only. But have a little patience, ye princes, who as pou 


are appointed kings, that is judges of the people, ſhoyld | 
know bow 40, try men · with juſtice, wiſdom and modera- 


tion; haxe patienee I ſay, and giye me leave to examine 
Acanchus in 3 ur preſenſ e.. & 
ereupon he queſtions Acanthus concerning his cor- 
reſpondence with Arion; he preſſes him with a thou - 
ſand circumſtances, and ſeveral times makes as if he 
would ſend him back to Adraſtus, as a deſerter that 
deſerved to be puniſhed, to ſee whether he was afraid 
of being gent back or not; But Aganthus's voice and 
countenance continued calm and compoſed, and from 
thence .Telemachus concluded that he could not be inno- 


cent. Not being able however to draw him into a con- 


feſſion, Telemachus at laſt ſaid, Give me your ring, I 
will ſend it to Adraſtus. At this; demand of his ring 
Acanthus grew pale, and was in confuſion. Telemachns, 
whoſe eyes were continually fixed upon him, perceived it 
and took. che ring. 1 will immediately fend it, Haid be, 
to Adraſtus, by the hands, of ydur acquaintance Palytro- 
pas the Ludanian, and che ſhall pretend that he is ſent, fo; 
grethy by you. If by this means we. diſcover yqur cor- 
reſpondence with Adraſtus, you ſhall die without mercy 
in the moſt racking tortures; but if on the contrary yon 
now confeſs your guilt, you ſhall be pardoned, and we will 
content ourſelves with ſending you to an ifland where you 
ſhall waat for nothing. Upon this Acanthus made a full 
diſcovery; and Telemachus prevailing on the, kings to 
give him his life according to his iſe, he was ſent 


to one of the Echinadian iſlands, where he lived unmo- 


_ A little while after, one Dioſcorus, a Daunian of an 
obſcure birth, but of a violent and daring ſpirit, came 
by night to the camp of the allies, and made them an 
offer of aſſaſſinating king - Adraſtus in his tent. This he 
was able to effect; for a man is maſter of the lives of 
others, when he does not value his own. This Dioſco- 
rus chreathed nothing but revenge, becauſe: Adraſtus had 
taken from him his wife whom he paſſionately loved, and 
ho was equal in beauty to Venus herſelf, He had — 
1 I va 
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rately concerted meaſures to enter the king's tent. by 
night, and to be favoured in this attempt by ſeveral 
Daunian «captains ; but he thought it neceſſary that the 
confederate princes ſhould attack Adraſtus's camp at the 
ſame time, that he might in the confuſion more eaſily 
eſcape, and carry off his wife. If he could not carry her 
off, he was content to periſh, after he had killed the 
king. | N 1 | 
ks ſoon as Dioſcorus had explained his deſign to the 
kings, every body turned towards Telemachus, as -it 
were to aſk his decifion of the matter. The Gods, ſaid 
he, who have-preſerved us from traitors, forbid us to 
employ them. And though we were not virtuous enough 
to abhor treaſon, yet our own intereſt would be ſufficient 
to induce us to rezeR it; for when we have given a ſanc- 
tion to it by our example, we ſhall deſerve to have it 
turned againſt us: and: from that moment which of us 
would be ſafe ? Adraftus may poſſibly avoid the blow 
which threatens him, and make it fall on the confederate 
kings. Beſides war would ceaſe to be war; wiſdom 
and virtue would be of no uſe, and we ſhould fee nothing 
but dy, treaſon and aſſaſſination. We ourſelves 
ſhould feel, and ſhould deſerve to feel their fatal eſfecta, 
fince we ſhould authoriſe the greateſt of evils. I think 
therefore that this traitor ought to be ſent back to 
Adraſtus. I own indeed that this prince does not deſerre 
it; but all Heſperia and all Greece, which have their 
eyes upon us, deſerve ſuch a conduct from us as the price 
of their efteem. Beſides, we owe to ourſelves, we owe 
to the righteous Gods, this abhorrence of treachery. . 
Upon this Dioſcorus was ſent to Adraſtus, who trem- 
bled at the danger he had been in, and could not enough | 
wonder at the generoſity of his enemies; for the wicked 
have no idea of pure and diſintereſted virtue. Adraſtus 
could not but admire what he ſaw, thopgh he had not re- 
ſolution enough to commend it. This noble action of 
the allies recalled to his mind an odious remembrance 
of all his treacheries and\cruelties. He ſought to leſſen 
the of his' enemies, and was aſhamed to ap- 
pear ungrateful to thoſe to whom he owed his life; but 
corrupt men ſoon harden themſelves againſt every thing 
which might give them the leaſt compunction. Adraſtus 
percciving 
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perceiving that the reputation of the allies daily en. 
creaſed, thought himſelf under a neceſſity of performing 
ſome fignal . againft them; and as it was not in his 
nature to do a virtuous one, he reſolved at leaſt to en- 
deavour to obtain ſome eminent advantage over them by 
arms, and haſtened to engage them. | 
The day of battle being come, Aurora in her roſy 
progreſs ſcarcely began to open the gates of the caſt to 
the ſun, when the young Telemachus ont-ſtripping the 
Vigilance of the oldeſt commanders, broke from the army 
balmy ſleep, and put all the officers in motion. His 
helmet, crowned with waving hair, already glittered on 
his head, and the cuiraſs he wore dazzled the of the 
whole army. The work of Vulcan had, s Its na- 
tive beauty, the ſplendor of the Agis which was con- 
ccaled in it. He a ſpear in one hand, and pointed 
with the other to the ſeveral poſts which it was neceſſary 
to. ſecure. Minerva had filled his eyes with a divine 
fire, and his countenance with a noble majeſty, which 
already miſed victory, He marched; and all the 
rinces, forgetting their age and dignity, found them. 
ves hurried along by a ſuperior power, which com- 
pelled them to follow his ſteps. Impotent jealouſy could 
no longer find admiſſion to their hearts. Every thi 
_ to him whom Minerva inviſibly leads by the ha 
is behaviour had nothing of impetuofity or raſhneſs: 
he was affable, calm, patient, always ready to hear 
others and to profit by their counſels; but active, cau- 
tious, extending his views to the remoteſt exigencies, 
diſpaſing every thing in the beſt manner, never con- 
founding himſelf nor others, excuſing errors, rectifying 
. miſcarriages, obviating difficulties, never exacting tos 
much of any one, and every where inſpiring. freedom 


and confidence. If he gave an order, it was in. the 
plaineſt and moſt perſpicuous terms; he repeated it, to 


ive the perſon who was to execute it a clearer idea of 
it; he ſaw by his eyes whether he apprebended it right, 
| imam him explain in_a familiar manner, b 
he underſtood his words, and what was the principal end 
of his enterpriſe. When he had thus fou the capa- 
city of the perſon he employed, and made him r 
anderſtend his deſigns; de did not ſend him away ti har! 
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had given him ſome mark of his eſteem and confidence 
by way of encouragement, Thus all whom he employed 
were full of zeal to pleaſe him and to ſucceed in their 
commiſſions, without being cramped by any apprehen- 
fion of his imputing their ill ſucceſs to them ; tor he 
excuſed all miſcarriages which did not proceed from the 
want of good will, 

The horizon looked red and enflamed by the dawning 
rays of the ſun, and the fea blazed with the fires of the 
new-born day. All the coaſt was overſpread with men, 
arms, horſes, rolling chariots; and a confuſed uproar 
was heard, like that of the angry billows when Neptune 


in the deep abyſs ſtirs up the lowerin Ss Thus 
Nr 

ge of war, to fire every heart with fury, The plain 
was thick ſet with briſtling pikes, like ears of corn which 
hide the fertile furrows in the times of harveſt, . Already 
had a cloud of riſing duſt vally ſtolen the heavens and 
the earth from the eyes of men, and confuſion, horror, 
ſlaughter, ruthleſs death advanced. ; 

The arrows hardly began to fly, when Telemachug 
lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, uttered theſe 
words: O Jupiter, father of Gods and men, thou ſeeſt 
the juſtice of our cauſe, and that we have not been 
aſhamed to ſue for peace, We engage with reluctance; 
we would ſpare the blood of man, and do not hate even 
this cruel, this perfidious, this ſacrilegious foc. Behold 
thou and determine between him us. If we muſt 
die, our lives are in thy hands: if Heſperig is to be de- 
livered, and the tyrant overthrown, at will be thy yours 

il vive 


and the wiſdom of thy daughter Minerva which w 


us the victory; the glory of it will be due to t 
Thou holdeſt the ce, and decideſt the fate of bat. 
tles. For thee we fight; and as thou art righteous, 
Adraſtus is more thy enemy than ours. If thy cauſe is 
victorious, before the cloſe of the day, the blood of a 

whole hecatomb ſhall fiream on thy akars. | 
He ſaid, and inſtantly drives his fiery foaming courſers 
into the thickeſt ranks of the enemy. The firſt he met 
was Periander the ian, clad in the ſkin of a lion 
which he had killed in his travels in Cilicia. He was 
armed 
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armed like Hercules with an enormous club, and reſem 


bled the giants in ſtrength and ſtature. As ſoon as he 
ſaw Telemachus, he deſpiſed bis youth and beautiful 
countenance. It well befits thee, ſaid he, effeminate 


boy, to diſpute the glory of combat with us. Go child, 


go to hell, and ſeek thy father. As he ſpoke theſe 
words, he raiſed his knotty, ponderous and iron-ſpiky 
club, which looks like the mitt of a ſhip, which makes 
every one apprehenſive of its fall, and threatens the head 
of the ſon of Ulyfles; But he eludes the blow; and 
raſhes upon Periander as rapidly as an eagle cleaves the 
air. The deſcending club daſhes in pieces the wheel of 


a chariet which was near that of Telemachus. Mean 


while the young Greak wounds Periander in the throat 
with a dart ;-the bubbling blood ſpouts from the gaping 
wound, and ſtops his voice; his fiery ſteeds no longer 
feeling his fainting hand, and the reins flowing on their 
necks; carry him here and there; he falls from his cha- 
riot; his eyes are cloſed againſt the light, and pallid 
death is already ſtamped on his ghaſtly viſage. Tele- 
machus pitied him, and immediately gave his body to 


his domeſticks; keeping the club lion's ſkin as 2 


token of his victory. + 

He then ſecks Adraſtus in the throng, and in ſeeking 
him ſends a croud of warriors to hell: Hileus, whoſe car 
was drawn by a pair of ſteeds which reſembled thoſe of 
the ſun, and were: bred in the ſpacious meadows which 
the Aufidas waters: Demoleon, who in Sicily did here- 
tofore almoſt equal: Eryx in the combat of the cœſtus; 
cp Was ER and friend - + 0 when 
that ſon of Jupiter, in his way-thro ia, deprived 
the r of his life: 5 wy — was 
ſaid to reſemble Pollux in wreſtling: Hypocoon the Sa- 
lapian, who imitated Caſtor's addreſs and graceful man- 
ner in the management of ſteed: Kurymenides the 
famous hunter, who was always beſmeared with the 


blood of bears and wild boars, which he killed on the 


ſhowy tops of the cold Apennine, and who was ſaid to 
be ſo dear to Diana, that the herſelf taught him the art 
of ſhooting with arrows: Nicoſtratus, the-vanquiſher of 
the giant, who uſed to vomit fire on the rocks of _ 
4. 1 | ar- 
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Garganvus * Eleanthus, who /was. tb Harry young Pholoe; 
daughter of the river Liris. She had been promiſed by 
her father to him that ſhould deliver her from a wit 
ſerpent; which was engendered on the banks of the river, 
and was to devour her in a few days, according to the 
prediction of an oracle. This youth, through an exceſt 
of love, made a» vow to kill the monſter or to periſh in 
the attempt; he ſucceeded; but did mot taſte the fruits of 
his victory. For while Pholoe' was -preparing for hel 
happy nuptials; and impatiently expected Eleanthus, ſhe 
heard that he had followed Adraftus to the war, and that 
the · Fatal ſiſters had cruelly tut the thread of his life. 
She filled the woods and the mountains near: the river 
with her wailings; her eyes ſwam in tears; ſhe tore off 
her lovely troſſos; ſne neglected the flowery garlands ſhe 
uſed to gather, and taxed the heavens with injuſtice. As 
ſhe wept inceſſantly both night and day, the Gods moved 
by her ſorrows, and by the prayers of the river, put an 
end to: her — For ſhe: poured ſbrth fach floods of 
tears, that ſhe war ſuddenly changed into a fountain, 
which gliding into the boſom of the river, mingles her 
ſtream with that of the God her father. But the water 
of this fountain is ſtill bitter; nor ſprings the graſs on its 
banks; nor is there any ſhade but that of the cypreſs on 
its melancholy horde ꝶ s. 
Acdraſtus in the. mean time hearing that Telemachus 
ſpread terror. all: around him, ſought him with great 
eaperneſs ; he expected that he ſhould eaſily conquer fo 
young an adverſary, being ſurrounded by thirty Dau- 
nians of extraordinary ſtrength, dexterity and courage, te 
whom he had promiſed great rewards, if they could by 
any means whatever deſtroy Telemachus in the battle. 
Had they then met him, thefe thirty men, by environing 
Telemachus's chariot, while Adraſtus attacked him in the 
front. would'-undoubtedly- have'flain him without any 
dificulty; hut Minerva miſled them. 
Adraſtus thought that he ſaw and heard Telemachus 
in a valley an ite foot of a hill, where there war h eroud 
of combatants ; he runs, he flies, he longs to ſate himſelf 
with blood but- inſtead of Telemachus he finds the aged 
Neſtor, who with a trembling hand was throwing ſome 
| WIN 2 of PET; random 
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random unavailing darts. Adraſtus in his rage attempt: 
to kill him, but a band of Pylians — their 


3 a cloud of arrows darkened the air, and hid 


all the combatants; nothing was heard but the doleful 
. cries of the dying, and the clattering of the arms of thoſe 


who fell in the conflict; the earth graaned beneath an 


| of dead, and rivers of blood ſtreamed every where. 
Bella 


na and Mars, with the infernal Furies, clad in 

robes all dropping with gore, feaſted their cruel eyes on 

the fight, and inceſſantly renewed the rage of every 

wo * 1 deadly foes of mankind, 

away from parties s compaſſion, 

fedate valour; and ſoft — 5 — was nothing in 
t 


this confuſed and enraged but laughter, re- 
venge, deſpair and brutal fury. ſage and invin- 
cible Pallas herſelf ſhivered, and ſtarted back with hor. 
ror at the ſight. 


Mean time Philoctetes marching flowly, and holding 


the arrows of Hercules in his hands, advanced to Neſtor's 


aſſiſtance. Adraſtus not being able to reach the divine 


ſenior, had hurled his darts at ſeveral Pylians, and made 


them bite the d. He had already lain Euſilas, fo 
ſwift of foot Tac he bardly imprinted his footſteps in the 
ſand, and who in his own country out-run the moſt rapid 
currents of the Eurotas and Alphcus. At his feet were 


fallen Entiphron, more lovely Hylas, and as keen 


a hunter as Hippolytus ; Pterelas, who 
Neftor to the fiege of Troy, and was dear to Achille; 
himſelf for his ſtrength and courage; Ariſtogiton, who 
bathing in the waves of the river Acheloiis, is ſaid to 
have privately received of that God the power of aſſum- 
I kinds of forms: And indeed he was ſo pliant 
— nimble in all his motions, that he ſlipt out of the 
ſtrongeſt hands. But Adraſtus with a of his, ſpear 
its flight with his blood. e 
Neſtor ſeeing his moſt valiant captains. fall beneaib 
the hands of the cruel Adraſtus, like the golden ears in 


reaper, forgot the danger to which he vainly expoſed his 
age. His wiſdom forſook 
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purſuing with his eyes his ſon Piſiſtratus, who on his 
ardently maintained the fight, to drive' the d 

ook his father : but the fatal moment was come, w 

Piſiſtratus was to convince Neſtor, how wretched men 

often are by living too long. 

Piſiſtratus puſhed ſo violently at Adraſtus with his ſpear, 
that the Daunian would have fallen, had be not avoided 
it; but while Piſiſtratus, ſtaggered with the falſe thruſt 
he had made, was recovering his ſpear, -Adraſtns run his 
javelin into the midſt of his belly. His bowels came out. 
with a torrent of blood ; his colour faded like a flower 
cropt by the hand of a nymph in the meadows; his eyes 
were almoſt extingu iſhed, and his voice began to fail 
him. - Alceus his governor, who was near him, caught 
him as he was ready to fall, and had only time to con- 
vey him into his father's arms, where he endeavoured to 
ſpeak and give the laſt marks of his fondneſs ; but as he 
opencd his mouth, he expired. . 

While Philoctetes was ſpreading ſlaughter and horror 
around him to repel the efforts of Adraſtus, Neſtor 
claſped the body of his ſon in his arms, rending the hea- 
vens with his cries, and unable to bear the light. 
Wretch that I am, ſaid he, in being a father and living 
ſo long ! Ah! why, ye cruel Fates! why did ye not cut 
the thread of my life when I chaſed the Calydonian boar, or * 
in my expedition to Colchos, or at the firſt ſiege of Troy? 
] ſhould not then have died inglorious, nor. with anguifh, 1 
I now drag a painful, deſpicable impotent old age; L 
live but to ſuffer ; I have no ſenſe but of ſorrow: my 
ſon! my dear ſon Piſiſtratus! When TI loſt thy brother 
Antilochus, I had thee to comfort me; I have thee no + 
more ; nothing will comfort me now ; all is over as to 
me. Hope, the only ſweetner of human woes, is a 
M. which concerns me not. Antilochus! Piſiftre> - 
tus! O my dear children, I loſt you both methinks ta- 
day; the death of the one opens again the wound which 
the other had made in my heart. Never ſhall L behold 1 
thee more. Who hall. cloſe my eyes? Who collect my 
aſhes? O my dear Piſiſtratus ! thou as well as thy bo- 
_ didit die like 3 man of. courage; I alone cannot 
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This ſaid, he attempted to kill himſelf with a dart 


which he had: in his hand; but he was with-held. And 
the body of his fon being wreſted from him, the unhap- 
py old man'feft into a ſwoon, and was carried to his 
tent, where having a little recovered his ſtrength be 
would have retu to the battle, had he not been de- 
tained by force. | 
Mean time Adraſtus and Philoctetes were in queſt of 
each other. Their eyes ſparkled, like thoſe of a lion 
and 2a leopard: ftriving to tear each other in pieces, in 
= 1 the Cayſter waters. 3 — 
war, and bloody reve peared in their fa 
3 wherever they hurl char 
darts, and all the combatants behold them with terror. 
They are now within fight of each other, and Philoctetes 
takes one of thoſe dreadful arrows, which in his hands 
never miſt their aim, and whoſe wounds were incurable ; 


but Mars, who favored the cruel and intrepid Adraſtus, 


would not ſuffer him to periſh ſo ſoon, being defireus of 
the horrors of 
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blood and his ſtrength. Beſides, his old wound in the 
heat * the * pop read 2 bleed 972 Eq 2 
renew ains ; for the ſons culapius by their di- 
vine in Ed ct been able to cure bim entirely. Lo! 


he is ready to fall on an heap of Hoody boi w ich ſur- 


round him; but Archidamus, the moſt bold and expert 
ſoldier of all the @balians, whom he had Brought Wich 
him 10 found Perelia, forces him from the fight the mo- 
ment Adraſtus would exfily have felled him at his feet. 
Adraftus _ 2 N wy o to reſiſt him, 
or to retard his victory: Every thin} every thin 

ſes "bs Liedes ana Bein, h 


flies before Him; he refenibles a | 


having over-fwelltd its mourids, ſweepe away, with its 


_ torrent, the corn, the fibeks, the ſhepherds and 
villag | 


; he runs to 
red with the blood of 
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of enemies whom he had ftretebed on the duft; and r 


ahich made ee ntains 


Sr 
22 
* 


7 
Þ 


if 


f 


DFR 
21 


= 
7 
5 — ” 
- 
. . * — 5 
7 = 
* 5 4 = 4 * 
* ” * 
F 4 ” % 
0 ! 
* 
5 ' * 
« : 7 


[ 
BE 


EF: 


882 TELEMACHUS. Book XX.- 
ſeem ready to ſtart. out of his head; he looks like Oreſ- 
tes tortured by the Furies; all his motions are convul- 
ſive. Now he begins to believe that there are Gods ; he 
fancies that he ſees them incenſed againſt hiin, and that 
he hears a hollow voice ariſing from the deepeſt hell, and 
Citing him to dreary Tartarus. Every thing made him 
ſenſible of an heavenly and inviſible hand firetched over 
his head, and ready to fall heavy upon him. Hope was 
extinguiſhed in his heart, and his courage vaniſhed, like 
the day-light when the ſun finks into the boſom of the 
waves, and the earth is wrapt in the ſhades of night. 
The impious Adraftus, who had already been ſuffered 
to live too long, if mankind had not wanted ſuch a 
ſcourge.; the impious Adraſtus, I ſay, draws near his 
lateſt hour. He madly runs to meet his inevitable fate; 
horror, ſtinging remorſe, conſternation, fury, rage, de- 
ſpair attend his ſteps. He ſcarcely ſees Telemachus, but 
he fancies that he ſees Avernus yawn, and whirl-winds 
of flames iſſuing from dreary Phlegeton, ready to ſwal - 
low him up. He cries out, and his mouth remains open 
without being able to utter a word. So a perſon aſleep in 
e dream opens his lips, and ſtrives to ſpeak ; but 
his ſpeech — fails him, and he ſeeks it in vain. 
Adraſtus with a trembling haſty hand hurls his javelin at 
Telemachus. The latter is undaunted, like one favour- 
ed of the Gods, and defends himſelf with his ſhield. 
Victory already ſeems to cover him with her wings, and 
to hold a crown over his head. A calm and compoſed + 
courage plittered in his eyes, and one would have taken 
him. for Minerva herſelf, ſo wiſe and diſcreet he appears 
in the greateft dangers. Adraſtus's javelin is _ 
the ſhield. Upon which the Daum̃an inſtantly draws his 
ſword, to deprive the ſon of Ulyſſes of the advantage of 
throwing his javelin in his turn. Telem̃achus ſeeing 
Adraſtus with his ſword in his hand, immediately draws 
his alſo, and drops his uſeleſs javelin | 
When they were thus cloſely engaged, all the other 
combatants filently laid down their arms to gaze upon 
them, and from this ſingle combat expected the iſſue of 
the war. Their ſwords, bright as the flaſhes whence the 
bolts are hurled, frequently croſs each other, _— 
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their fruitleſs blows upon their burniſhed and reſounding 
armour. The two conibatants ſtretch themſelves out, 
ſhrink themſelves up, ſtoop down, riſe again in an in- 
ſtant, and at length grapple with each other. The ivy 
growing at the foot of an'elm, does not more cloſely 
embrace its hard and knotty trunk, with its entwining 
arms, even to its higheſt branches, than theſe two com- 
batants gralp each other. Adraſtus having loſt nothing 
of his ftrength, and that of Telemachus not being yet 
at its height; the former makes ſeveral efforts to ſta 
and throw his antagoniſt by ſurpriſe. At laſt he endea- 
yours to ſeize the ſword of the young Greek, but in 
vain ; for the moment he attempts it, Telemachus lifts 
him from the ground, and throws him on the ſand. And 
now this wretch, who had always deſpiſed the Gods, be- 
trays an unmanly apprehenſion of death; he is aſhamed 
to aſk his life, and yet cannot help manifefting his defire 
of it. He endeavours to move "Telemachus's compaſſion. 
Son of Ulyſſes ſaid he, I at length — the 
righteons Gods; they puniſh me as I have deſerved; no- 
thing but diftreſs opens mens eyes, and ſhews them the 
truth ; I ſee it, it condemns me ; but Jet an unfortunate 
prince put you in mind of your father, who wanders far 
from Ithaca, znd let him excite your pity. | 
Telemachus, who kneeled upon him, and had already 
raiſed his ſword to plunge it into his throat, immediately 
replied ; I ſought — but victory and the peace of 
the nations I came to ; I do not delight in blood- 
- ſhed. Live therefore Adraſtus; but live to repair your 
faults; reſtore every thing which you have uſurped ; re- 
eſtabliſh peace and juſtice on the coaſt of great Heſperia, 
which you have — by numberleſs maſſacres and 
treacheries; live and become another man. Learn by 
your fall that the Gods are righteous, that the wicked 
are miſerable, that they deceive themſelves by ſeekin 
for happineſs in violence, inhumanity and falſhood, a 
in ſhort that nothing is ſo delightful and happy as a plain 
and ſteady virtue. Give us as hoſtages your ſon Metro- 


dorus, with twelve ef the principal perſons of your 
nation. | | 
23 This 
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This fait, Telemachus ſuffers Adraftus to rife, and 
holds out his hand to him without ſuſpecting his erea- 
chery. But Adraftus immediately darts — * javalin 
at him, which was very ſhort and he had kept concealed. 
It was fo „ and ſo artfully thrown, * it would 
have pierced Telemachus's armour, had it not been 
divine. Adraftus at the ſame time runs behind a tree 
to avoid the purſuit of the young Greek. Whereupon 
Telemachus cries out, Lo! Daunians, che victory is ours; 
the impious wretch ſaves himſelf only by his treachery. 
Who fears not the Gods, is afraid of death; on the con. 
trary, who fears the Gods, fears notbing but them. In 
ſpeaking theſe words, he advances towards the Daunians, 
and makes a ſign to thoſe of his own party utho were on 
the other fide of the tree, to intercept the pertidious 
Adraſtus. Adraſtus is ready to be taken, makes as if he 
would go back again, and attempts to break through the 
Cretans who obſtrut his paſſage. But Telemachus, 
ſwift as a thunderbok hurled by the band of the father 


with 

as the cruel north-wind beats d 

impious wretch makes a ſecond. attempt to h 
— he plunges his ſword into ham, and hurls him 


headlong into the flames of dreary Tartarus, a puniſh- 
ment worthy of his crimes e 
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e 4 pp to give — 
Arpi to Diamedes, auly ting o arrive 
Heſperia. The raubles being thus ae. 
in. ander to cura every age to bir ne . 


A PRASTUS was. hardly dead, but all che Dav- 
nians, inſtead of bewailing their deſeat and the 
loſs of their chief, rejaiced at their deliverance; and held 
ont their hands to the allies in token of peace and man- 
ciliation, Metrodorus, the ſon af Adenſtus, whom bis 
father had bred up in maxiqs of diflimulatian, irhjuſtise 
and inhumanity, was coward enough to fly: bot « Jave, 
an accomplice in all his infamous and cruel 
he had made froe and loaded with riches, and — 2 


he had committed hi mſelf in his flight, thought only of 
P 4 . betray- 


betraying him for his own intereſt; he ſlew him as he fled 
by a wound in the back ; he cut off his head, and carried 
it to the camp of the conſederates, expecting a great 
reward for a crime which put an end to the war. But 
they abhorred the villain and ordered him to be put to 
death. 


_ Telemachus ſeeing the head of Metrodorus, who was 


a youth of wonderful beauty, and naturally of an ex- 
cellent diſpoſition, which had been corrupted by plea- 
_ ſures and ill examples, could not retain his tears. Alas! 
cried he, lo the effects of the poiſon of proſperity in a 
young prince ; the more elevated his 22 and the 
more ſprighily his temper, the further he ſtrays from 
every ſentiment of virtue. I ſhould now perhaps have 
been like him, had not the misfortunes in which I thank 
the Gods, I was born, and the inſtructions of Mentor, 
taught me to govern my paſſions, * * | 
*" Ml -r "x 2 vn von as the ＋ condi - 
tion o ce, that they might have a king of their own 
— wther might by — wipe oF the' reproach 
with which the impious Adraſtus had" ſtained the crown, 
They thanked-uhe Gods for deſtroying the any ey 
' crowded-to-kiſs Telemachus's hand which. been Uipt 
in the monſter's:blood, and their defeat wag us it wele a 
triumph to them. Thus in a moment — fell 
the power which threatened all others in Heſperia, 


and made fo many nations tremble.” As in platforms 


' which ſeem firm and immoveable, but are by little and 
little underminded, the feeble toils which attack their 
. $oungations. are à long while derided, nothing ap- 
pears: to be weakened, all is ſmooth, nothing ſhakes ; 
while all the props are gradually deſtroyed, till the mo- 
ment the earth finks, and leaves a chaſm behind it: So 
an unjuſt and fraudful power, whatever ſucceſs it may 
rocure by its violence, digs a pit beneath its own feet, 
Treachery and cruelty by degrees ſap all the moſt ſolid 
foundations of unlawtul authority. Men admire it, and 
dend it, and tremble before it, till the'inſtant it is no 
. more. It finks beneath its own weight, and nothing can 
:raifſe it up again; becauſe it hath with its own hands de- 
ſtroyed the true ſupports of probity and juſtice, which 
beget love and confidence. Rs 
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The leaders of the army aſſembled the next day to 
grant the Daunians a king, and every ane was delighted 
to ſee the two camps blended together by ſo unexpected 
a friendſhip, and the two armies which were now become 
but one. The ſage Neſtor was not in a condition to be 
preſent at this council, becauſe his grief and age had 
withered his heart, as a ſhower beats down and cauſes a 
flower ts languiſh in the evening, which in the morning, 
while Aurora was riſing, was the glory and ornament of 
the verdant fields. His eyes were become inexhauſtible 
fountains of tears. Balmy ſleep, which ſooths the acu- 
teſt pains, fled far away from them; and hope, the food 
of E heart, was extinguiſhed in him. All ali- 
ments were bitter to this unfortunate old man. The 
light was odious to him; his ſoul deſired only to quit his 
body, and to plunge into the eternal night of Plato's 
empire. In vain was all the diſcourſe of his friends ; 
his drooping heart loarhed their friendſhip, as a fick man 
toaths the moſt delicate food: To all the moſt affecting 
things which could be ſaid to him, he onl 4 by 
groans and ſighs. He now and then was to ſay, 
© Piſiſtrarus ! Pififtratus! Piſiſtratus! my ſon! thou 
calleſt me, I come. Thou, Piſiſtratus, wilt render 
death a pleaſure unto me, O my dear ſon ! the only bleſſ- 
ing I crave, is to ſet thee again on the Stygian ſhore. 
And then would he paſs whole heurs without ſpeaking a 
word, ſighing, and lifting up his hands and tearful eyes 
to heaven. 3 = TT p 
Mean while the afſembled princes were waiting for 
Telemachus, who remained with Piſiſtratus's body, ttrew- 
ing a profuſion of flowers and the moſt exquiſite perfumes 
upon it and ſhedding. the bittereſt tears. y dear 
companion! ſaid he, 1 fhall never forget my ſeeing thee 
at Pylos, my going with thee to Sparta, and my finding 
thee again on the coaſt of the t Heſperia, I am 
thy ab for a thouſand and a thouſand gvod offices; 1 
loved thee, thou lovedſt me alſo : I knew thy valoyr; it 
would have ſurpaſt that of ſeveral famous Greeks. Alas E 
it has occaſioned thee a glorious death ; but then it has 
robbed the world of a blooming virtue which would have 
equalled that of the father. Yes, thy wiſdom and elo- 
quence, wonld when * age, have been, _ 
22 8 
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| that ſenior's, the admi ation of all Greece. Thou did 
already poſſeſs that ſweet 1 which whenever be 
* irteſiſtäble; that imple mapper of narration ; 
ſage moderation, which i is a charm to ſooth the i ior 
— mind; that aythority, which ariſes from awe 
and the fore of good counſels, When thou f. 
every one an car, ev one was prepoſſeſſed in 
— by every one lhe to find 21 in the xight; 12 
Bone | thy unadorned den Role as 4 into | 
ie en nee ny 
which we enjoyed a ours are rav 
From us — ever 3 IP I embraced in the 


I 
8 in 
45 


reclined 
pale as death, bo ate which having 
covered the carth with its its flouriſhing 
branches to heaven, is wounded n axe of the 


woddman ; and having no 
or the earch, that fruitful I 
plants in her boſom, it droops and loſes its verdure ; it 
denn no longer ſupport itſelf, it falls ; its branches, which 
a — io ae heavens, arc faded, withered, dragged 
in the duſt; it is now but a mere trunk, cut down and 


Thus Piſiſtratus, a 1 


Bux 


3 - Drupal 
hic X whole ceremo- 
| i ws deer, fe Sg 22 

e . Keep theſe aſhes, ſaid | 
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Telemachus afterwards went into the aſſembly of the 
conſederate kings, where every one, as ſoon as he faw 
him, was filent in order to hear him. He bluſhed, and 
could not be prevailed on to ſpeak, The praifes which 
were beſtowed upon him by publick acclamations, on c- 
count of his late ad actions, increaſed his confuſion, and he 
wiſhed that it had been in his power to hide himſelf. 
This was the firſt time he ever . my confounded and 


I do not love — 3 22 
ſuch good judges of virtue; but becauſe 1e . | 
ſive of being too fond of it: it corrupts * 
makes them full of themſelves, and renders them - 
and prefumptuous: We ſhould Gn and ſhun 
There is a reſemblance between the juſteſt and 
groundleſs praiſes ; and tyrants the moſt wicket 
men, are thoſe who cauſe themſelves to be — 
moſt by flatterers. What pleaſure is there in — —_ 
Kee vpn Valuable praiſe is that —_— 
will give me in my abſence, if I am happy enough'to 

ſerve it. If you think me reall ö — you muſt alſo 
think me modeſt and ve of vanity. Spare me 
therefore if you eſteem me, and do not peatle as if 1 wree 


enamoured of 
thus, made no reply to 


Telemachus having 
thoſe who continued to extol him to the fries, and.by an 
e 
beſtowed him. They began to apprehend 
chat their praiſes were offenGire; Bot their admiration in. 
creaſed, every one knowing the tenderneſi he had ſhowed 
for Pifiſtratus, and 3 had taken to pay bim the 
laſt offices of friend ſhip. 1 army was more 
affected with theſe mark 2 of his beam. 
— . | ae 32388 
and valour. He is wi 2 aid they in pri- 
rate to each other; de is beloved of the Gods, and the 
true hero of our age ; he is more than human. But all 
this 3s s and matter of aſtoniſhment, He 
u humane, be is good, "be 4s #/faichfol and an-fle8ivane | 
friend ; be is ©o „ liberal, /beneficent, and 
molly an whom he e; he i ahe delight of 
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_ thoſe who live with him; he has diveſted himſelf of his 
haughtineſs, indifference and pride. This is what ig 
zuſeful, this is what touches the heart, this is what en- 
dears him to us, and makes us affected with all his vir- 
tues: This is what makes us all ready to-lay down our 
Ii ves for him. %%%ͤö;ͤ ? ĩ˙ff 8 
As ſoon as theſe diſcourſes were ended, the council 
{conſidered the neceſſity of giving the Daunians a king. 
(Moſt: of the princes who were preſent, were of opinion 
that they ought to divide Daunia, as a conquered coun- 
try, among themſelves; and they offered Telemachus 
for his ſhare the fertile territory of Arpi, which twice in 
a yeer- yields the rich preſents of Ceres, the delicious 
giits of Bacchus, and the ever-verdant fruits of the olive, 
a: tree facred to Minerva. Ihis country, ſaid they, ought 
to make you forget the barren Ithaca and its cottages, 
the frightful rocks of Duljchium, and the ſavage woods 
of Zacynthus. Go no, longer in queſt of your father, 
who without donbt periſhed in the waves at the promon- 
= of Caphareus, through the vengeance of Nauplius 
| the wrath of Neptune; nor of your mother, who has 
yiclded to her ſuitors Gnce your departure; nor of 
Four country, whoſe ſoil is not ſo favoyrcd of heaven as 
that which we offer you. He heard thelf diſcourſes with 
- patience; but the rocks of Thrace and Theſſaly are not 
more deaf and-infenſiþle to the plaints of deſpairing lovers, 
than Telemachus was to all enn 
For my part, replied he, I am not affected with riches 
and pleaſures; What profits it to poſſeſs a greater extent 
of land, and to govern a greater number of men? Ihe 
rince thereby but encreaſes his trouble, and leflens his 
— Even the wiſeſt and mpſt moderate ons 
ind miſery enough in life, without adding to it tolls 
of governing intractable, reſtleſs, unjuſt, falſe and un- 
grateful men. When, a man ſeeks to be the of 
others for his _ — * * nothing but _— 
authority, pleaſures and glory ; is impious, 4 
tyrant, 4 ſcourge of the human race. When on 
the cantrary he endeavours to govern them according to 
right maxims, and only for their own good, he is not ſo 
much their maſter as their guardian ; he gets nothing by 
5 $3 $ 
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berty;: and che Gods, who are enemies to tyranny; wilf 
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his ity farcher The ſhepherd vo does not prey = 
upon hit! flook, who defends it againſt wolves at the ha- 

zard of his'life, -and watches both night and day to lead 
it into rich paſtures, ' has no defire to encreaſe'the number 
of his ſheep,” nor to ſeize on thoſe of his neighbour ; this 
were to increaſe his:toils. Though have never governs 
ed, added Telemachus, pet have I tearvt from laws und 

wiſe legiſlators, chow painful :an office it ig id rule! eiter 
and kingdoms, I am therefore contented with (my: bar- 
ten Ithaca, .Mhough lit be ſmall and barren, I ſholl ac. 
quire fufficient glory, if 1 reign over it. with juſtice; 
courage and ys My reign will even commence bur 
roo ſoon. The Gods grant that any-father, (eſcaping 
the fury of the billows, may xeipn+ over it to the ex- 
tremeſt old age, and that I may long teaxn:unfler hint 
how to ſubdue my pafſions, ir order: u hnrlbͥ / how''to 
govern thoſe of a whole nation! 1:3 .titw Þ. 005 405 4 
Tielemachus then ſaid, Hear ye affembled: princes; * 
what I think myſelf obliged to ſay to you for: your own 
intereſt, If you give the Naunians: a juſt king, he wil? 
govern them with juſtice, and teach them how benefi- 
cial it is to preſerve their ſincerity, and neuer to uſurp 
the dominions of their -neighbours;:i which they could 
never learn under the imploug:iMdealins. While they 
are: ſwayed by a wiſe and moderatdyprinec-tyout will 
have nothing to apprehend from thein; i hey be 
indebted to. you torithe king that you will Rave 
given them; they will be indebted to yo for the peace 
and proſperity they will enjoy. Inſtesd of. attacking 
they will continually»bleſs you, and both the prince and 
the people will be the work . of your hands. If on the 


: _— you divide their country among yoarſelyes; the 
w 


evils which will enſue, and of which 1 tell. you before 
hand, are( theſe; The. Daunians S— wat. 
begin the war again ; they will juitly fight! for their liz 


fight ſar them. And if the Gods interfere, you will 
ſooner or later be confounded, and your proſperity will 
vaniſh like ſmoke. Counſel,and wiſdom will be taken 


from your-commanders, courage from your armies, and 
fertiluy from your lands. You 2 „ 
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deſert, ſome fandy ſpot, or ſtcepy rocks, where I and ny 


companions may found a city which may at leaſt be 4 
melancholy image of our loſt country. We. only defire 
ſome ſmall tract which is uſeleſs to you. We will live in 
peace and ſtrict friendſhip with yon; your enemies ſhall 
e ours; we will eſpouſe all your intereſts, and defire 
nothing but to live according to our on laws. 
While Diomedes ran gee ms Telemachus keep- 
ng his eyes fixed upon him, diſcovered all the different 
flons in his countenance. ' When Diomed began to 
mention his long ſufferings, he hoped that this majeftick 
perſon would prove to be his father. As ſoon, as he had 
declared that he was Diomed, Telemachus's countenance 
withered like a beautiful flower, blafted by the cruel 
breath of the bitter north winds. '' And at laſt Diotned's 
complaint of the implacable wrath of a Gdddeſs nictted 
his ſoul, by reviving his idea of the like calamities which 
his father and he had ſuffered; tears of Fe and joy tun 
down his cheeks, and he immediately fe upon Diomed's 
neck and embraced him. | Ow 
I am, faid he, the ſon of Ulyſſes whom you former]! 
knew, and who was not unuſeful to you when 'you — 
the famous horfes of Rheſus. The Gods have treated 
him as well as yoo without mercy. If there is truth in 
the oracles of Frebus, he is ſtill alive; bot alas; he lives 
nöt for me. 1 have abandoned Ithaca in queſt of him, 
. nor my way back 4 _— 
udge by my diſtreſs of my pity for yours. | 

7 on is to learn 8 others in their 
troubles.” Though I am bat a ftranger here, yet have 1 
the power, O mighty Diomed, (for notwithſtanding the 
miſeries which overwhelmed my country in my infancy, 
hade not been ſo ill educated as to be ignorant of your 
glory in battle;;) 1 have: the power I ſay, O moſt invin- 


elbe of all the Greeks next to Achilles, to procure you 


ſome relief, The princes here preſent are humane; they 
are ſenſible that there is no virtue, no true courage, no ſolid 
glory without humanity. Mis fortune adds a new luftre to 
the glory of the great, They are not perfeR, till they have 
taſted of adverſity ; their lives not affording examples of 
tience and fortitude, © Virtue in diftreſs melts every 
— which has any reliſh for virtüe. Leave the care 
= . | therefore 
= X 
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therefore of your conſolation to us; ſince the Gods, in 
ſending you hither, confer a favour upon us, and we 
ought to think ourſelves happy in being able to ſoften 
your miſeries. 1 | 
White he was quonng, Diomed looked ftedfaſtly and 


with aſtomſhment = im, and found his heart p_ 
affected. They embraced as if they had been long d 


in the bands of a ftri& friendſhip. O worthy ſon of the 
wiſe Ulyſſes, ſaid Diomed, I perceive in you the ſweet- 
neſs of his countenance, the grace of his ſpeech, the 
| of his eloquence, the noblepeſs of his ſentiments, 
and the wiſdom of his thoughts. | » 
Phlloctetes then embraced the great ſon of Tydeus, 
and they related to each other their diſaſtrous adventures. 
Philoctetes afterwards ſaid, You will without doubt be 
very glad to fee the ſage Neſtor; he has juſt Joſt Piſiſtra- 
tus the laſt of hi: children, and all that is now left him 
in He #6 2 tearful-path which leads him to the grave. 


ny hey e e e wo wind 
Herespon they repaired to Neſtor's'terit, whoſe: mi 

Ac dee -gepreſt by grief, that he hardly knew 
'Dionied ' ogain; At firſt -Diomed- wept with him, und 
their ate rv ie tedoubled the old man's ſorrow ; but by 
degrees the preſence of this friend reſieved his heart, and 
one might-eafthy ive that his woes were a 'Tittle ſuſ- 
3 tp pleaſure of recitiug his ſuſſterinigs, and of 
hearing in his tur What had happened to Diomed. 
Wulelehey were diſcourſing together, the aſſembled 
kings and Telemachus were conſidering what they were 
to do. Telemachns' adviſed them to give Diomed the 
country of Arpi] and to chuſe Polydamgs, Who was of 
their nation, king of the Daunians. This Pe 

Was . fameus general whom Adraſtus through jealouſy 
would never employ, 4cft the ſucceſs of his arms, of 
which he alone to have all the glory, ſhould be at- 
tributed to this ate eommbander. 'Polydamas had o 
told chitb in prfvate, At he expoſed his life and the ſafer 
of the iſtate too uch ir this war againſt fo many, conſe 
dorate nations; and had endeevoured to prevail og him 
to obſerve a more upright and moderate conduct towards 
his neighbours; but men who bate the truth, hate _ | 
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alſo ho are bold enough to ſpeak it, and are not afeg- 
ed with their fincerity, their zeal, or diſi + creftedneſs, 
The ſeducements of proſperity hardened Ac riftys's heart 


| inſt the moſt 'wholeſome counſels. By not follawj 

them, he daily triumphed over his enemies ; [65 wane 
tineſs, breach of faith and violence continually made him 
victorious. The evils with which Polydamas'had fo long 
threatened him did not ha Adraſtus laughed at an 


from all his poſts, and left to Je 
Verty. 


guiſ | nel do 30h foods tt 
Palydamas was at Sul greatly. dejected at this diſgmee : 
dut it gave him what he oa agg ts him abe 


vanity of exalted ſtations. He | wiſc at bis own 


learned 


| co; be rejoiced that he had been unfortunate; he 


his ſoul 
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This was the, man whom Pelemachus propoſed to be 
advanced to the He wry For ſome time been ac-- 
quainted with his and virtue; for Telemachus, 
according to-Mentor's advice, was every where continy- 
ally — himſelf of the good and bad qualities of 
all perſons were in any conſiderable poſt, not only _ 
among the conſederate nations who ſerved in this war, 
but among the enemy alſo. His principal care in every 
place was to find out and ſift the men who had any par- 
ticular talent or _ 


IT n 
— the throne. We have experienqed, 
1010 Fa ow formidable A king of the Daunians who 
underſtands and delights in war, is to his neighbours. 
Polydamas is a great commander, and may bring us into 
But Telemachus replied, | 

war, but be loves peace; and theſe 


, you, 
N IE . Lag Ln muſt de- 
him, or he you. Is it not more adv 8, more 
ſafe, and at the ſame time more juſt and noble to make a 
6 — 5 


ive them a worthy of 

22 er 

mas was Ton 2 
waiting for an anſwer. When they heard —— 


of Polydamas, they __ we now 1 


—— — * 
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to make an eternal peace with us, fince they give us for 
dur king a man ſo virtuous and ſo capable of governing. 
Had they propoſed to us a cowardly, an effeminate and 
2gnorant perſon, we ſhould have thought that they only in- 
tended to depreſs us, and to change the form of our go- 
vernment, and we ſhould ſecretly have retained a lively 


reſentment of ſo cruel and artful a conduct; but the 


choice of Polydamas is a proof of their real candour, 
The. allies without doubt expe& nothing from us but 
what is juſt and noble, fince they give us a king who is 


--Incapable of doing any thing contrary to the liberty and 


glory of our country. We accordingly proteſt in the 
tight of the righteous Gods, that rivers thall uproll to 
their ſources, before we ceaſe to love ſuch beneficent 
princes, May our lateſt poſterity be mindful of the be- 
nefit which we this day receive, and renew from genera 
tion to generation the peace of the golden age through 
the whole coaſt of Heſperial ' 
Telemachus then propoſed to the Daunians the giving 


7 * ” 


the fields of Arpi to Divmed,' to ſettle a colony there, 


"This new people, {aid he, will be indebted to you for 
"their eſtabliſhment in a country which you do not culti- 


vste. Remember chat all men ought to love each other; 
that the earth is tov large for them; that you muſt have 
neighbours, and that it is beſt to have ſuch as may be 
obliged to you for their ſertlement. © Pity the misfortunes 
of a prince who cannot return to his own country. Poly- 
damas and he, being united together in the bands of juſ- 
-tice and virtue, which alone are laſting, will maintain 


yon in a profound peace, and render. yob formidable to 
all the 1 nations that — of aggran- 


dizing themſel ves. Von ſee, ye Daunians, that we have 
given your nation a king 2 of raiſing its glory to 
the heaven; do you therefore on your part give, az our 
requeſt, a tract of land which is of no uſe to you, to a 
king who is worthy of all kind of ſuccour. | 
he Daunians replied, that they could refuſe Tele- 
wachus nothing, ſinee he had procured them Polydamas 
for their king. Hereupon they went to ſeck him in his 
deſert, and to place him on the threne; having firſt 
given the fertile plains of Arpi to Diomed, to found a 


new kingdom there, The allies were overjoyed at this 


grant, 
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grant, becauſe this colony of Greeks might powerfully 
afiſt their party, if the Daunians ſhould ever attempt to 


z. Wl renew the uſurpations of which Adraſtus had given an ill 
d example. 

N- And now all the princes prepared to take their leave of 
each other. Telemachus with tears in his eyes departed 
ly WM with his troop ; having firft tenderly embraced the valiant 


Diomed, the ſage and diſconſolate Neſtor, and the fa- 
1 the worthy inheritor of the arrows of 
Herc | 


END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST BOOK. . 
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The ARGUMENT. 


 Tilemachuns arriving at Salentum is ſurpriſed to fee the coun- 
5 ＋ fo well cultivated, and to find fo little 1 in 
ity, Mentor explains the reaſons of this change, points 
ant the wrong meaſures which uſually hinder a flate from 
Lau iſbing, and propeſes the condutt and government of [ds 
menen as a model for him. Telemachus afi oper 
bis heart to Mentor concerning his inclination to marry 
Antiope the dan . 
in commendin tes, ures him that . 
_— parting for Ithaca, and of freeing Pene- 
from the perſecutions of her ſuitors 


HE young ſon of Ulyſſes burnt with impatience to 
T Join Mentor again 2 Salentum, and to embark 
with kim in order to return to Ithaca, where he h 
chat his father might be arrived. When he 
. Salentum, he was greatly aſtoniſhed to fee all the coun- 
try round it, which he had left almoſt wholly waſte and 
deſert, cultivated like a garden, and full of diligent la- 
bourers. He knew that this muſt be the work of the wiſe 
Mentor. As he afterwards entercd the city, he obſerved 


that there wgge fewer traders in the luxuries of life, and 


— 


bim; but that at preſent he ought to 
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much leſs magnificence. Telemachus was not pleaſed at 
chis, for he was naturally fond of every thing wlich is 
ſplendid and polite ; but he quickly changed his mind. 
He from afar d Idomencus and Mentor coming to- 
wards him, and' his heart was —_— tranſported 


the war 
tor mi 


Idomenem inmhediately embraced Telemachus as hits 
own ſon; Telemachus afterwards threw himſelf on Men- 
tors neck, and bedewed him with bis tears. Mentor 
ſaid to him, I am fatisfied with your conduct, you have 
committed great faults, but they have taught yon to 
know and to be diffident of yourſelf. Men often reap 
more fruit from their errors than from their glorious ac- 
tions, Great actions puff up the heart, and inipire a dan- 

rous preſumption ;z errors make a man enter into him- 

f, and reftore him the wiſdom' which he loſt while be 
was ſacceſsful. What yet remains for you to da, is to 

the Gods, and not to court the praiſes of men. 


' ſomething foreign to your nature? Were you not 
like to have ruined | paſſion and im 
Did re 
i {gar — i wo yourſelt, tb mate pon ber infiro- 
| x She 1 . . a 


3 W WW W.o www, 
— 


SB ELTNF 77 KTS 


4 
= 
4 
| 


332 TELEMACHUS. Book XXII. 
are carrying on are leſs ſpacious and-have fewer orna- 
ments; arts languiſh, and the city is become a deſert. 
Mentor replied with a ſmile, Did you obſerve the con- 
dition of the rr the city ? Yes, anſwered Te- 
lemachus, I ſaw that tillage is every where eſteemed, 
and .that the fields are cultivated. Which is preferable, 
added: Mentor, a city proud of its marble, gold and ſilver, 
with an untilled and barren country, or a well-cultivated 
and fruitful country, with a city that is modeſt in its 
buildings and manners? A great city crowded with artiſts, 
who are employed in corrupting mens manners by admi- 
niſtering to their luxury, and ſurrounded with a poor and 
ill-cultivated kingdom, reſembles a monſter, whoſe head 
is of an enormous bulk, and bears no proportion to its 
ſtarved and meagre body : It is the number of the inha- 
bitants and the plenty of proviſions which conſtitute the 
true ſtrength w* 1 the true riches of a kingdom. Idome- 


neus has now innumerable ſubjects who are indefatigable 
in labour, and crowd the whole extent of his r 
x bf 


which is now but one city, and Salentum no more than 
center of it. We have tranſported from the city into the 


* 


country, men whowere wanted in the country, and who were 


ſuperfluous in the city. We have marcover allured a great 
many foreigners into the kingdom. The more theſe people 
multiply, the more are the fruits of the earth multiplied 

their labour: this calm, this gentle increaſe inlarges 
his kingdom more than a conqueſt. We have expelled 
from the city only ſuperfluous arts, which divert the poor 


from _ the earth to. ſatisfy their real wants, and cor- 
c 


ript the rich by-plunging. them into and luxury; 
w. have not ge hy leak prejudice 2 liberal arts, 
nor to men who really have a genius to cultivate them. 
Thus is Idomeneus much more powerful than he was 
when you admired his magnificence. That — 
luſtre concealed a weakneſs and indigence which wou 


| ſobn have overthrown his empire; he has now a greater 


number of ſubjefts, aud he fubſiſts them with more caſe. 
Theſe men, inuxed to labour, pain, and a contempt of life 
through their attachment t gc0J laws, are all ready to 


fight 1n the defence of a country which they have culti- 


vated with their own hands, And this kingdom which 
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you think decayed, will ſoon be the wonder of Hef. 
1 4 
en Telemachus, that there are two evils in 
the government of a nation, which are hardly ever cured. 
The firſt is an unjuſt and too violent a power in the 
prince; the ſecond is luxtiry, which corrupts the morale 
of the people. When kings accuſtom themſelves to 
know no law but their own abſolute will, and no longer 
curb their paſſions, they may do any thing; but by their 
being able to do any thing, they {ap the foundations of 
their power. They have no certain rules or maxims of 
government; every one ſtrives who ſhall flatter them 
moſt ; they have no longer any ſubjects; nothing is left 
them but ſlaves, whoſe * Sh daily decreaſes. Who 
will tell them the truth ? Who will ſer bounds to the 
torrent? Every thing gives way; the wiſe fly, hide 
themſelves, and mourn in private. Nothing but a ſud- 
den and violent revolution can reduce this overflowin 
power into its natural channel, and the meaſures whic 
might circumſcribe, often irrecoverably deſtroy it. Nee © 
thing is ſo near a fatal fall as authority ſtretched too far, 
It reſembles an over-ftrained bow, which at length ſnaps, 


of a ſudden, unleſs it be flackened ; but who will pre- 


ſume to ſlacken it? The very ſoul of Idomeneus was ſe- 
duced by the allurements of this power; he had been de- 
throned but not undeceived. The Gods were forced to 
ſend us hirher, to put him out of conceit with this blind 
and exceſſive power, which does not befit men; and a 
ſort of miracles moreover: were neceſſary to open his 
eyes. | | N — 

The other almoſt incurable evil is luxury. As too 
much power poiſons princes, ſo luxury poiſons a whole 
nation. It is ſaid that luxury feeds the poor at the exe 
pence of the rich, as if the poor could not get their bread - 
more uſefully by multiplying the fruits of the earth, 
without debauching the rich by the refinements of volup. 
tuvuſneſs, A wr. nation habituates irſclf to look upon 
the moſt ſuperfluous things as the neceſſaties of life 3 nem 


neceſſaries are daily invented, and men can no longer live 
without things which were unknown thirty years before. 
This luxury is called a good taſte, the perfection of arts, 
and the politeneſs 'of the 


nation, Thus vice, which is 
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tho ſource of an infmite number of others, is commendeil 
as & virtue, and ſpreads its contagion from the prinee 
don to the very dregs of the people. The near rela- 


tions of the king imitate his magnificence; the nobility 
that of the king's relations; the middle ſort firive to 
come up to the nobility, (for where is the man who 


forms a right judgment of himſelf?) and the loweſt de- 


ſire to paſs for the middle fort. Thus every one lives- 

above his. circumſtances; ſome through oſtentation,- and 

to glory in their riches ; others —_— a falſe ſenſe: of 
ven thoſe who are 


Thame, and to conceal: their poverty: 
wiſe enough to condemn ſo great A diſorder, are not 


.exnioagh ſo to dare to be the firit to riſe up againſt it, and 


ts ſetꝭ contrary examples, A whole nation is ruined, and 


all conditions of men confounded. The deſire vf gettin 


money to ſupport a vain expence, corrupts the pu 


minds; to-be rich is the only thing that is minded, and 


to be poor is infamous. Let a man be learned, wiſe, 


virtuous; let him iniſtruct mankind, win battles, ſave his 


country, ſacrifice all his on intereſts; yet will he be 


deſpiſed; if his talents are not ſet off with pomp and ſhow, - 


Even they who have not money, endeavour to ſeem to 
have it, and ſpend as if they. really had it; they borrow, 
they cheat, they uſe a thoufand artifices to procure it. 
But who will cure theſe evils? The tafte and cuftons 
of a whole nation muſt be changed, and new laws muſt be 
enafied. And who can attempt this but a king who is 
-— ſo:much of a philoſopher, and ſo prudent, as to put out 


.of, countenance,. by the . of his own moderation, 
of o 


all thoſe who are fond entatious expences, and to 
encourage the wiſe, who would be very glad to be au- 
thoriſed in a laudable frugality ? 


Telemachus hearin is diſcourſe, was like a man 


 coſning out of 2 nd ſleep. He felt the truth of 
theſe words, und- they were engraved on his heart, as a 


„ and gives it foftneſs, life and motion. Telema- 
chue made no reply; but revolving what he had heard in 
hia mind, he ſurveyed the alterations which had been 


made. in the city, and at length chus addreſted himſelf 


to Mentor: h 


Von have. made Idomeneus the wiſeſt of all kings; 


I neicher know him nor — again. Nay, I * 


* 


ol ftatuary imprints what features he plenſes on the 


o9 


Ali. 


intoxieated with — he had a 
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ſels, that what you have done here. is infin 

than the — which we have obtained. TT: 
ſtrength have a . — the ſucceſſes of war; we 
muſt ſhare the glory of with our ſoldiers; "bur all : 
you . 3 head: You alone 
muſt have ftru 1 Ed all bis in 
order to — them. of war ure * 
fatal and odious ; whe ora qt her 1: 
wiſdom, all is calm, ali is innocent, all is tovclyy all * 
diſcovers an authority more than human. Whew men 
chirſt for glory, why do they not ſeck it by thus applying - 
themſelves to-do good O what wrong notions hade they 
of ſolid » fince they expect to obtain it by 1 Nn 
the ea and by ſhedding human blood! « - 
countenance ſhewed —— ont. 1 * to ſee - 
Telemachus form ſo 2 — A | 
conqueſts, at an a 


2 jor — him to de 


After this Mentor added, All 2 you re here is 4 in- 
deed laudable and ; butknow chat it is poſlible td 
do 1 1 omeneus curbs his — and 
lies to govern people uſtice; hut 4 
— many fault, de e e 
conſequences of his former errors. When men defire to 1 
forſake evil, the evil ſtill ſeems to purſue them; they 
long retain bad habits, a weakneſs of nature, inveterate 
errors, and almoſt incurable 1 Happy they 
who never ſtrayed l they may 4 | 
feftion. The Gods, Telemachus, require more of you, - 
than of Idomeneus, becauſe you have known the trutly 
from your youth, and have never been delivered ap to” 
the ſeducements of too great a — 
— continued Mentor, 


— ogy rn The art of ak 
other men, does not conſiſt in do 
uu vanity to hope to do this, or 
uade the world that one is 

to r 

der him; he muſt not 


"rl 
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doing the office of his agents, he ought only to make 
them give him an account, and to know enough to ex- 
amine that account with judgment. He is an admirable 
governor, who chuſes and employs thoſe who govern, - 
according to their reſpective talents. The higheſt de- 
— and perfection of government conſiſts in governing 
who govern : they muſt be watched, tried, checked, 
reproved, - encouraged, promoted, degraded, removed 
frem one poſt to another, and always kept in dependance. 
A prince who pries into every thing himſelf, betrays a 
miſtruſtſul narrow ſoul, he abandons himſelf to jealouſy 
about trifles, which conſumes the time and the freedom of 
mind which are neceflary for affairs of importance. T'o 
form deſigns, the ſoul muſt be free and compoſed; - 
it mult think at its caſe, and be entirely diſengaged 
from all knotty and difficult affairs; a mind exhauſted 
by particulars, reſembles the lees of wine which have 
neither ſtrength nor flavour. Governors who deſcend to 
particulars, are always determined by the preſent, with- 
out extending their views. to remote futurity ; they are 
continually borne away 2 7 affair of the day, which 
being the only object of their thoughts, makes too great 
an „ x . and c their minds; for men 
never form a right judgment of things, unleſs they com- 
pare them all together, and range them in à certain or- 
der, that they may have cunnection and proportion. 
Not to obſerve this rule of government is to reſemble a 
muſician, who ſbould content himſelf with finding out 
melodious ſounds, and ſhould give himſelf no trouble to 
combine and make them harmonize with each other, in 
order to compoſe a ſweet and raviſhing piece of muſick. 
It is alſo to — 4 archii - — " 0 —_—— does 
every thing when together large columns and 
2 great — of ed wrought ſtones, without attend- 
ing 40 the order and proportion of the ornaments of his 
edifee. When he is building the ſaloon, he does not 
foreſce that there muſt be a ſuitable ſtair-caſe; when he is 
at work on the body of the ſtructure, he never dreams of 
the court-yard nor the gate; his work is only a con uſed 
jumble of magnificent- parte which are not made to fit 
each other. I his performance, inftead of doing him an 


— 
* 
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only particular things, though he fings them _ 
t 


well, is no more than a finger; he who conducts 


and who ſtudies night and day to 


2 


honour, will be an eternal monument of his ſhame; for 
it is a proof that the workman had not a ſufficient reach 
of thought to take in at once the general deſign of his 
whole work, which is the character of a bounded and ſub- 
ordinate genius. When a man is born with a mind 
thus limited to particulars, he. 1s only fit to execute un- 
der another. Be aſſured, my dear Telemachus, that the 

vernment of a kingdom requires a certain harmohy 
fe muſick, and juſt proportions like architecture. 

If you will give me leave to go on with my compariſon 
from theſe arts, I will convince you what indifferent ca- 
pacitics thoſe men have who deſcend to all the particular 
parts of government. A perſon in a' coneert who Ange 


| whole 
concert, and at once regulates its ſeveral parts, he alone 
is the maſter of muſick. In like manner he who forms 
the columns, or raiſes a fide of the edifice, is no more than 


a maſon, but he who deſigned the whole building, and 


has all its proportions in his mind, he alone is the archi- 


.tet. Thus they who toil, who diſpatch, and tranfact the 


moſt buſineſs, are thoſe ho have the leaſt ſhare in the go- 
vernment; they are but the under-workmen. The — 4 
nius that ditects the ſtate, is he who does nothing himſelf, 
and yet cauſes every thing to be done; who thinks, who 
contrives, who dives into the future, who reviews the path, 


. who orders and tons every thing, who makes carly 


preparations, who continually bears up againſt and ftzug- 
gles with fortune, as a ſwimmer _m a torrent of he. I 

cave nothing to chance. 
Do you think, Telemachus, that a great painter aſſidu- 


: ouſly toils from morning to night, .that he may difpatch 
his works the ſooner ? o, ſuch conſtraint and drudgery 
would damp the fire of his imagination; his genius would 


work no longer: every thing muſt be ſtruck off irregu- 
larly and 2 — his — leads and his fprrig 
prompts him. Do you think he ſpends his time in grind- 
ing colours, and in making pencils. No, that is che bu- 
ſineſs of his ſcholars. He reſerves himſelf for thought and 
deſign ; he only ſtudics to ſtrike bold ſtrokes, which ma 
pu. noble air, and life and paſſion to his 
head is full of the tho 


ughts and ſentiments of the he- 
rocks 
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" noes he defigns to repreſent: he tranſports himſelf to their 
times, and puts himſelf in all the circumftances in which 
they have been: To this kind of enthuſiaſm he muſt join 
he curb of judgment, that the whole may be true, cor- 


tect and proportionable. Do you think, Telemachus, 


_ That leſs elevation of genius and efforts of thought are re- 
uzred to make a great king than to make a good painter? 
Conclude therefore that the buſineſs of a king ought to be 
10 think, to form great deſigns, and to chuſe perſons pro- 
per to execute them under him. 7 | 
Telemachus replied, I comprehend methinks, a'l you 
Hy ; but if things were thus, a king not entering into 
particulars himſelf would often be impoſed upon. You 
are maſtaken, anſwered Mentor; a general knowledpe of 
government prevents their being impoſed upon. Men 
Who gbſcrve no maxims in affairs, and who have no true 
Micernmeat of men, are always groping as it were in the 
dark, and it is a chance if they are not impoſed upon. 
They do not well know what they look for, nor which way 
hey ought to direct their ſteps; their knowledge extends 
caly to miſtruſt, and they ſaoner miſtruſt men of probity 
who contradict them, than traitors ho flatter them. On 
the contrary, they who have certain principles to govern 
by, and a knowledge of man, know what they are to ex- 
pect of them, and the means — They know, 
at leaſt in general, whether the penſons they employ are 
proper inſtruments for their deſigns, and whether they en- 
ter enough into their views to hat the mark aim at. 
Bejadeg, as they do not burden themſelves with the weight 
of particulars, their minds are more at liberty to ſurvey 
at one — wet — _ to © — 
tends towards their principal deſign; i are deceived, 
it hardly ever is in eſſentials. Again, they tire above 
the little jealouſies which denote à narrow mind and 2 
groveling foul. Ibey know that it is not poſſible to avoid 
| deceived in important affairs, fince they are obli 
10 make uſe of men, who are ſo often deceitful. 
loſt by the irreſolution which ariſes from diffidence, 


Happy the man who is impoſed upon only in things of 
atzle conſequence ; the more important may go on well, 
ad a great man ought only to be in pain a - 


by ſuffering one's ſelf to be a little impoſed upon. 
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Deceit muſt be feverely-puniſhed when it is diſcovered, 
hut one: muſt expect to mect with ſome deceit, if one 
would not rrally be deceived. A mechanick fees every 
thing in his ſhop with hison eyes, and do-s every thing 
with his 'own hands; but a king can neither · do nor. fee 
every thing in 2 large ys quent He ought to do no- 
thing but what nobody elle can db under him, nor, 


ought he to ſer any thing but what coneerm 


of importunt affairs. „ | 
In r Mentor ſaid to 2 or Gods love 
you, and deſign you à reign:of wiſdom. Every thing 
— ſee here 19 done leſs-for Idomeneus cas te for” 
your inſtruction. All the wiſe inſticuzions-whieh you ad- 
walre-- at-Sajentum; are but a ſhadow. of whas you wilt 
hereafter do in Ichaca, if your virtue correſpond. to your 
high deftiny.. It is time for us to think of departing: 
lence. Idomeneus keeps a ſhip ready for our return. 
xevpon- Telemachus, though with ſame difficulty, 
opened his heart to bis friend concorning an attachment 
which nut hi ihn leave Salem, Ton will cen- 
ſure me perhaps, faid he, for too eaſily ooneriving pat - 
ſions in the places where $9 but my heart would. Sen- 
tinyally veproagh ane; ſionld I not tel yu that 1 [love 
Antiepe, the daughter of Idomeneus. This, my dear 
Mevtos, is not ſuch a blind paſſion as-you-cured me of 
in the iſſe of Calypſo. I have been 'rhoroughly ſenfible 
of the depth. of the wound I received from love, when 5 
was with |Encharis? I cannot yet pronounce her name 
withogt diſorder, nor have time and abſenee heen able 
to cilace-it. This fatal experience teaches me to be dif- 
ſident of myſelf... But hat I feel for Antiope is que 
another thing. Jr is not the pheengy of love, it is judg- 
mant, is is eſteem, it is conviction. How happy ſhould 
I be in paſſing my life with her! If ever -A Gods 
reſtore me my father, and permit me to chuſe a wiſe. 
Antiope ſhall be mine, What charms me in her, is her- 
ſllence, her modeſty, her reſerve, her aſſiduity in labour, 
her induſtry in works of wool and embroidery, ber up- 
plication to the ma meat of her father's hoaſe, fince' 


the death of her er, her coatempt of gaudy = 
beauty. 


rel, her evident — or rather ignoranoe 
oh 3 
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— I II 


— 


” 


340 TELEMAC Hus. Book XXII. 


beauty. When Idomeneus bids her lead the dance of 
the yourg Cretan maidens to the melody of flutes, ſhe 
is attended with ſo many graces that one would take ber 
for the: ſmiling Venus; when he takes her with him to 
hunt in the foreſts, ſhe ſeems as majeſtick, and as ſkilful 
in handling a bow, as Diana in the midſt of her nymphs; 
the alone is ignorant of it, while all the world admires 
it. When ſhe enters the temple of the Gods, and car- 
ries the facred offerings in baſkets on her head, one 
would think that ſhe herſelf was the. Divinity, which 
inhabits the temple, With what awe' and what: de- 
votion do we ſee her offer ſacrifices, and deprecate the 


. wrath of the Gods, when am crime is-to be- expiared, 
pr any dreadful omen to be averted! In ſine, when one 


ſees her with a company of maidens, holding à golden 
needle in her hand, one thinks that ſhe is Minerva her- 
ſelf, who has aſſumed an human form bere on the earth, 
and is teaching the polite arts io men. She encou 
others to work ; ſhe ſweetens their toils and wearineſs- 
the charms of her voice, when ſbe fings all the 
Jous.. hiftories of the Gods; and ſhe excels the; moſt ex- 
uiſite paintings by the delicacy of her embroideries. 
Happy the man whom gentle Hymen . joins with her! 
He will have nothing to fear but to loſe and ſurvive her. 
I here call the-Gods to witneſs, my dear Mentor, that 
Ian ready to * I ſhall love Antiope es long as I 
live, but ſhe ſhall not one moment retard my return to 
Ithaca. - Were another to poſſeſs. her, I ſhould \paſs the 
zeſt of my days in bitterneſs and ſorrow; but I will 


leave her, though I know that: abſence may cauſe me to 


loſe her. I will not fpeak to her nor her father of my 
loves for I ought to ſpeak of it to you only, till Ulyſſes, 
re-ſeated on his throne, gives me his conſent to do it. 
You may hereby know, my dear Mentor, how different 
this attachment is from the paſſion with which you ſaw 
me blinded for Eucharis. | | | 


Mentor replied, 1 grant, Telemachus, that there is he? 


diflerence,.-- Antiope is gentle, ingenuous, prudent ; 
her bands diſdain not labour; ſhe foreſees things long 
before they happen, ſte provides for every thing, ſhe 
knows how to be filent, and to do things regularly 
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without being in a hurry ; ſhe is always employed, but 
never in a confuſion, becauſe ſhe does every thing at a 
roper time. The good order of her father's houſe is 
— glory, and adorns her more than her beauty. 
Though ſhe has the care of every thing, and is charged 
with the office of reproving, denying, ſaving, (things 
which make almoſt all women hated) yet has ſhe ne 
herſelf the delight of the whole houſe ; becaufe they find 
in her neither paſſion, nor obflinacy, nor levity, nos 
humour, as in other women. Wich a ſingle glance ſhe 
makes herſelf underſtood, and they are aftaĩd to diſ- 
pleaſe her; ſhe gives preciſe prders, ſhe commands no- 
thing but what may be done, ſhe reproves with = 
neſs, and encourages when ſhe. reproves. - Her father's. 
heart reſts itſelf upon her, as a traveller, fainting with - 
the heat of the ſun, reſts. himſelf upon the tender graſs 


in the ſhade, You are in the right, Telemachus; An- 


tiope is a treaſure worthy to be ſonght after in the ro- 
moteſt countries. Her mind, no more than her body, 
is never decked: with vain and gaudy ornaments; her 
fancy, though lively, is reſtrained by her jud > 
ſae does not ſpeak but when it is neceſſary ; and when 
ſhe opens her mouth, ſoft perſuaſion. and native graces! 
fow from her lips. When ſhe. ſpeaks, every body is 
filent, and ſhe bluſhes ar it; ſhe can hardly help ſup- 
preſſing what ſhe deſigned to ſay, when ſhe perceives: 
that ſhe is liſtened to with ſo much attention; we have. 
ſcarcely heard her ſpeak. 

Do you remember, Telemachus, when her father one 
day ſent for her? She appeared with down-caſt eyes, 
was covered with a large veil, and ſpoke no more than 
was neceſſary to appeaſe Idomeneus's anger, who was 
going to chaſtiſe one of His ſlaves with ſeverity. She at 
tirit joined 1n- his reſentment, then ſhe calmed him, at 
length- ſhe intimated what might be alledged in the 
weetch's excuſe, and without making the king ſenfible- 
that ke was too much tranſported, ſhe inſpired into him 
ſentiments cf juſtice and compaſſion. - Thetis when ſhe 
ſooths old Nereus, does not more gently calm the an 
billows. In this manner will Antiope, without aſſumi 


any authority, or taking any advantage from her charms, 
one day manage the * bo her huſband, as ſhe now 


toughes 


* 
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touches her A. when ſhe would draw forth its ſweeteſt 
melody. Once again, Telemachus, I own that your 


— for her is reaſonable; the Gods deſign her for 
— ; ore ber with a rational paſſion, but-you muſt 
ul Ulyſſes gives her to you. I commend you for not 
diſcovering your ſentiments to her; but know that if you 
any indirect means oainted her with your de- 
the would have rej them, and have ceaſed to 
von. She: will never promiſe herſelf to any 
body ; ſhe will leave her father to difpoſe of her, and 
will take for an hufband none but a man who fears the 
Gods, and diſcharges all his duties. Have you not ob- 
ferred as well as I, that the leſs frequently appears, and 
that ſhe oftener bends her eyes on the ground fince your 
arturn ? Sbe knows all your ſucceſs in the war; ſhe is 
not ignorait of your birth, of your adventures, or my 
any qualification which the Gods have beſtowed u 
you; it is this that makes her ſo ſhy and reſerved. 
!Telemachus, let us go to Ithaca ; I have nothing 
2. dd but. to conduct you to your father, 3 
you in a condition to obtain a bride worthy of the 
age: Were ſhe a ſhepherdeſs on the frigid — 
fixad of the daughter of a hing of dean, you would 
1 fn 
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The ARGUMENT: | 


Idameneus fearing the departure of his tæus guefis, propoſes . 
veral intricate 2 to Mentor, aſſuring bim that be 
could not ſettle them ævirbaut his affiflance. Mentor tellr 
him how he ought to act, and perſiſts in his reſolution te_ 
3 — . Tdomeneus a_ a—_— to de- 
tain 1 by exciting the taſton of the latter for Antiofe +_ 
He engages them yay hunting * at which ba vr 
his daughter to be preſem. She would have been torn My" 
pieces by a wild boar, but for Telemachus who nytnet Ber. 
He it afterwards + xwwilling to forſake her, and 1 
take leave of the hi hs father ; but-being enccuraged by 
Mentor, he overcomes his reluftance, and embarks for bi + 
native cam .. 1 95 e 


DOMENE US, who feared the departure of. Ten- : 

. machus and Mentor, made it his whole ſtudy to rc. - 
tard it. He repreſented to Mentor that he could” not... 
without him adjuſt-a diſpute that was riſen between Di- 
* a rh — Jupiter 2 and * 5 
a prieſt of A concerni 4 When, are 
drawn from the flight of — b of wi 1 f 


9 


* 


Why, faid Mentor, would you intetmeddle in thifgs * 
cred ?. Leave the deoiſion of them to the Ftrurlaus, who* 

haue he tradition of the moſt ancient oracles, and are in- 
6 ſpirod, 
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ſpired, that they may be the interpreters of the Gos 
Uſe your authority only to ſtiſſe theſe diſputes in their 
birth. Show neither purtiality nor prejudice ; content 
ourſelf with ſupporting the decifion when it is made. 
— that a king is to be ſubject to religion, and is 
never to take upon him the regulation of it: Religion 
comes from the Gods, and is above kings. If kings med- 
dle with religion, inſtead of protecting tary alle it, 
Kings are ſo powerful, and other men fo weak, that every 
thing will be in danger of being changed, according to 
the fancy of princes, if they ſhould be permitted to con- 
themſelves in queſtions relating to things ſacred, 
. therefore the free deciſion of them to the favour- 


ites of the Gods, and confine yourſelf to the quelling of 


thoſe who ſhall not conform to their determination when 

it is made. | | 
Idomenevs afterwards complained of the perplexity he 

was in with regard to a great number of law-ſuits be- 


tween divers private perſons, which he was importuned 


to determine. Decide, replied Mentor, all new queſ- 
tions, which may be the foundations of general maxims, 
aud become precedents of law; but never burthen your- 

ſelf with trying private cauſes: they would come and 
beſiege vou in crowds. You would be the only judge of 


all your ow All the other judges, who are under 


von, would become uſcleſs; you would be overburthen- 
ed; trifling affairs would take you off from the impor- 
tant, and yet you would not be ſufficient to _ all the 
particulars of the trifling. Take care therefore not to 
plunge yourſelf into this perplexity ; refer the cauſes of 


private _ to the ordinary judges; do nothing -but 
what no 


diſcharge the real functions of a king. 


Jam alſo importuned, ſaid Idomeneus, to interfere 


in certain marriages, The perſons of ditinguiſhed birth, 


_. 


y elſe can do to eaſe you, and you will then 


who attended me in all my wars, and who loſt large 


eſtates in my ſervice, aim at a ſort of recompence 


| marrying certain rich. maidens ; and I need but ſpeak one 


to procure theſe fortunes for them. 


It is true, replied Mentor, that it would coſt you but 


8 
141 ab — » 


one word ; but this word itſelf would colt you wy > 


* 
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Would you deprive fathers and mothers of the liberty 
and en of chuſing their ſons in-law, and conſe - 
uently their heirs ? This were to bring all families into 
the ſerereſt ſlavery, You would make yourſelf anſwer- 
able for all the domeſtick evils of your ſubjects, Mar- 
riage is full enough of thorns without this addition of. 
bitterneſs. If you have faithful ſervants to reward, give 
them uncultivated lands; to theſe add rank and honours 
in proportion to their condition and ſervice. Add like- 
wiſe, if neceſſary, ſome money ſaved out of the funds 
appointed for your own expences: But never pay your 
Abs by ſacrificing young maidens of fortune contrary to 


4 


the inclination of their families. 
Idomeneus ſoon paſſed from this queſtion to another. 
The Sibarites, ſaid he, complain of our uſurping ſome 
lands that belong to them, and of our giving them as: 
ounds to be cultivated to the ſtrangers whom we have 
ately allured hither. Shall I yield to theſe people? If 
I do, every one will think that he needs only to form 
pretenſions upon us, to have what he (aims. . 
| It is not reaſonable, replied Mentor, to believe the 
Sibarites in their own cauſe, neither is it reaſonable to - 
| believe you in yours. Who then muſt decide the matter, 
| replied Idomeneus ? Neither of the two parties, conti- 


. nued Mentor. A neighbouring people, whom neither 
: ſide can ſuſpe& of partiality, inuſt be choſen as an um- 
. pire; ſuch are the Sipontines, who have no intereſt 


poſite to yours. But am 1 obliged, rejoined 3 . 
ö to be determined by an umpire? Am I not a king? 
f Muſt a ſovereign ſubmit himſelf to foreigners as to the: 
1 extent of his dominions? : | 
1 Mentor thus reſumed the diſcourſe. Since you per- 

fiſt in keeping the lands, you muſt neceſſarily belieye 


= a hieve - 
2 that your title to them is good. The Sibarites, on the. 
* other fide, abate nothing of their pretenſions, and 
8 maintain that their right is inconteſtible. In this oppo- 
y firion of opinions an arbitrator choſen by both parties 
e 0 


muſt make up the difference, or the fate of arms decide 
it; there is no medium. Were you to go into a repub- 
ck, where there are neither magiſtrates nor judges, and 
un where every family ſhould think it had a right to do it= + 
* fell jaltict by violence againſt all the pretenfions of its 


* 
Cs 
* 
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neighbours; you would deplore the of ſuch a 
nation, and "A ſtruck X at pr diſor- 
ders, where all families would arm themſelves one 
againſt another. Do you think the Gods would with leſs 
horror behold the whole world, which is the univerſal 
commonwealth, ſhould every nation, which is but as 2 
e family, think it had a right to do itſelf juſtice. by 
violence, as to all the preteyſions it had upon other 
neighbouring nations? A private man, who poſſeſſes a 
field by inheritance from his anceſtors, cannot maintain 
himfelf in it but by the authority of the laws and the 
decree of the magiſtrates ; he would be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed as a ſeditious perſon, ſhonld he attempt to main- 
tain by force what juſtice has given him. do you 
think that kings may immediately make uſe of violence 
to ſupport their pretenfions, without having firſt tried all 
the ways of gentleneſs and hymanity *. not juſtice 
much more ſacred and inviolable in kings with regard 
to whole countries, than in private families with regard 
to a few plough'd fields? Is a man unjuſt, and a rob- 
ber, who ſeizes a few acres of land? And is he juſt, 
and an hero, who ſeizes whole provinces? If men are 
judiced, if they are deceived and blinded in the tri-. 
ing concerns of private perſons, ought they not to be 
much more afraid of being deceived and blinded in the 
t concerns of ſtate ? Shall a man rely upon his on 
judgment in an affair wherein he has ſo much reaſon to 
miſtruſt it? Will he nat dread being miſtaken in caſes, 
wherein the error of a 1 7 perſon has ſuch terrible conſe - 
ences ? The miſtake of a prince whoſe pretenſions are 
A. grounded, often occafions devaſtations, famines, maſ- 
ſacres, loſſes, and depravation of manners, whoſe fatal 
effeQs extend to the remoteſt ages. Should not a king, 
who is continually ſurrounded by crowds of flatterers, 
fear his being flattered on theſe occaſions ? If he agrees. . 
upon an umpire to decide the difference, be gives a2 
roof. of his equity, fincerity and moderation, and pub- 
E the folkd reafany on which his cauſa is, founded, . 
The appointed umpire is a friendly mediator, and not a 
ſevere judge. His decifions, axe. not blindly. ſubmitted, 
to, but a great. deference is paid to him. 


\ to. him, not, 
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ropoſitions, and ſome things are giyen u his advice 
— the preſervation of pers. 12 bs but not- 
withſtanding all the pains which a prince takes to 


ſerve peace; he then at leaſt has on his fide the 242 
of his conſcience, the eſteem of his neighbours, and the 
juſt protection of the Gods, Idomeneus was affected by 
this diſcourſe, and conſented that the Sipontines ſhould 
be mediators between him and the Sibarites. . 

The king then perceiving that fill his attem to de- 
tain the two ftrangers were in. vain, tried to hold them 
by a ſtronger tie. He had obſerved that gere 
loved Antiope, and he hoped to detain him by that paſ- 
fion. With this view he ordered her to ſing at ſeveral 
entertainments ; ſhe did it that ſhe might BE A7 5. 
her father, but with ſuch a reſerved be melanch | 
that one eaſily ſaw the pain ſhe ſuffered by her obedi. 
ence. Idomencus went fo far as to bid her fing the vic- 
tory gained over the Daunians and Adraſtus* ; but ſhe 
could not prevail on herſelf to ſing 1 of Tele- 
machus; ſhe excuſed herſelf in a * manner, 
and her father did not think fit to conſtrain her. Her 
ſweet and raviſhing voice weat to the very ſoul of the 
young ſon of Ulyſſes ; he was quite tranſported. Ido- 
meneus, whoſe eyes were fixed upon him, took a plea- 
ſure in obſerving his tranſport; but Telemachus ſeemed 
as if he did not apprehend the king's deſigns. He could 
not help being moved on theſe occaſions ; but his reaſon 

revailed over his love, and he was no longer the ſame 
elemachus whom a tyrannical paſſion had formerly en- 
ſlaved in the iſland of Calypſo. While Antiope was 
ang ng, he would obſerve a profound filence ; as ſoon. 
e had done, he would turn the converſation on ſome 
— ſubj 

The king not being able this way to ſucceed in his de- 
ſign, reſolved at laſt to have a great hunting-match, and 
ordered his daughter to . of the 1 Anti- 
ope wept, & go to it; her father's: 
command muſt be obeyed. Ss mounts a 141 
ſteed, like thoſe which Caftor broke for battle; ma- 
nages him with caſe ; a troop of young virgins with ea- 
ger joy attend ber; and ſhe a in the midſt of 
them like Diana in the foreſts, ang ths hey, 2 2 
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cannot tire his eyes with the fight, which makes him 
forget all his paſt misfortunes. Telemachus ſees her 


alſo, and is more ſtruck with Antiope's modeſty, than 


with her dexterity and all her graces. FE SIR 
The dogs chaced a wild boar of an enormous bulk, 
and furious as that of Calydon. His lengthful briſtles 
were hard and ſtood ppright like darts; his glaring eyes 
were red and fiery ; lus breath was heard from afar, like 
the murmurs of ſeditious winds, when ZEolus recalls them 
to his cave to ſtill the ſtorms; is tuſks, long and 
crooked as the keen ſcythe of the mower, cut the trunks. 
of the trees. All the dogs, that veatured to approach 
tim, were torn in pieces. The boldeſt hunters were. 
afraid to overtake him in their purſuit. Antiope, as- 
ſwift in the chace as the winds, was not afraid to ap- 
proach and attack him. She hurls a javelin at him, 
which pierces him above the ſhoulder; the blood of the 
fierce animal guſhes out like a torrent, and makes him 


more outrageous. He turns towards her who has 


wounded him, Upon which Antiope's courſer, notwith- 
ſtanding his great courage, trembles and ſtarts back. 
The monſtrous boar ruſhes _ him, like ponderous 


engines which ſhake the walls of the ſtrongeſt cities. 
The courſer ſtaggers, and is thrown down. Antiope lies 
on the earth, incapable of a oiding the fatal gripe of 
the fangs of the exaſperated boar. Eut Telemachus, 
 fering Antiope's danger, had already leapt from his 
horſe ; he, ſwifter than lightning, darts between the fal- 
ten ſtee] and the boar, which was going to revenge bis 


blood ; he halds a lengthful ſpear in his hand, and buries 


it almoſt entirely in the flank of the terrible animal, 


which fal s raging on the ground. : 
Telemachus immediately cuts off his head, which is 
AM terrible when nearly viewed, and which aioniſhes 


all the hunters. He preſents it to Antiope; ſhe bluſhes, 
and conſults her father with ber eyes, who after his fright. . 
is Fong any with joy to ſee her out of danger, and 


makes her a fign to accept of the preſent. As took 
it, ſhe ſaid ro Telemachus, I thanktully receive from you 


à more valuable gift; for J owe you my life. She had. 
hardly ſpoken, but ſhe feared that ſhe had ſaid too much; 


ag looked on the ground, and Telemachus, who per- 
as | | ceived 


4 
t 


Book XXII. TELEMACHUS. 349 
ceived her co fuſion, ventured to ſpeak only theſe words; 
Happy the ton of Ulyſſes in 8 precious a 
life! Coe ſtill more happy, could he p 5 his With ou! 
Antiope, without replying, immediately rejoined. the 
troop of her youthful companions, and mounted her 
ſt again. i | | R Ky . p 
Idomeneus would that moment re prof Tele- 
machus his daughter, but he hoped to enflame his paſſion 
the more by leaving him in ſuſpence, and even imagined 
that he ſhould detain him longer at Salentum by his de- 
fire to inſure his marriage. Thus reaſoned Idomeneus 
within himſelf; but the Gods deride the wiſdom of men. 
What was to detain Telemachus, was the very tbi 
which haſtened his departufe; what he began to fee 
gave him reaſon to be diffident of himſelf. Mentor pe- 
oubled his aſſiduity to inſpire him with an impatience 
to return to Ithaca; he urged Idomeneus at the ſame 
time to let him go; the veſſel was now ready. Thus 
entor, who regulated every moment of Telemachus s 
Fe, in order 10 raiſe him to the higheſt pitch of glo 
did not let him ſtay in any place longer than Was Ry 
ſary to exerciſe hiv virtue, and to make him gain expe- 
rience. ds q 2 494 — 5 1 . . 
 Memtor had taken care to order the veſſel to be got 
ready as ſoon as Telemachus arrived; but Idomeneus, 
who beheld it equipping with great reluctance, fell into 
deadly melancholy and a deplorable ſtate of grief, 
when he {aw his two gueſts, from whom he had received 
ſo much afliſtance, going to forſake him. He ſhut him- 
ſelf up in the moſt private parts of his houſe, where he 
eaſed his heart by fighs and tears; he forgot his food; 
no flnmbers ſobthed his ſmarting grief; he withered, he 
— away with his uneaſineſs, like'a large tree, which 
ides the earth with the ſhade of its ſpreading branches, 
whoſe trunk a worm begins to gnaw in thoſe curious ca- 
nals, through which the ſap for its nouriſhment flows: 
As this tree, I fay, which the winds .could never ſhake, 
which the fertile earth delights to nouriſh in her boſom, 
and the axe of the; woodman always reſpected, continu- 
ally languiſhes 'without any apparent Ka 1 of its malady, 
and withers, and is deſpoiled of its leafy honours, and 
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is but a trunk overſpread with corn bar Ließ 
branches; ſo Idomeneus appeared in his ak. ME: 
Telemachus was pou but afrpid — ſpeak 10 
He dreaded the day of their departure; he N for. 
_pretences' to put it off, and woul have re 

"while in this uncertainty, had not Mentor d to _ 
2m very glad to ſee our ſo altered. Mou were naturally 
obgurate and haughty ;. your heart uſed, io be —_—_ 
only with your own N and your. own intereſts, 
bur you are at length become a: man, and begin by the 
experience of your. ou n misfortunes to comp 

_ 8 others. - Without this. ſympathy, à man bas 


ang pope nor virtue, nor a: capacity o govem. 
muſt not carry it too ye 


2 nor fink inte 
Ne 2 of merit 1 would ingly 1 
im to conſent to your 


to Idomeneus to prevail 


ure, and would ſp e ſo ark: 
r ; but wogle not haye a viele 


und ſheepiſhneſs tyrannize over your foul, You 25 


caftom. yourſelf x 
Rs and Tage . 
a few if wo cl 


— much as 

45 whi, 11 25 is in eto br Bu 
in. order to ſo 7 it, repl 

Foal rather chuſe that pan fry 

p f our departure by 27 th 


12 Ane 


— ep an. arg 
=. are FER: the children. of- 


bogs, wh ar be up 30 ftp pl nd ind that de 
be done in their on- way, hat. all.nature be 

| obe ent to — ub — not reſolution 
enough to oppoſe any une to SF It-is, not that they 


have any regard for men, or that they are tender of 
privving 8 hem thro' any E ple of goodneſs; but it is 
for their on eaſe; they not a 

diſcontented fi faces about them. The diſtreſs and mjſcries 
of mankind give them no concern, — they ate got 
under their eyes. they hear them. l the diſ- 


ge . Krng and fades den; 19 pleaſe dem uf 


* 


care to {ee ſorrowful and 


— 


1 2 


| —＋ they lead them whither Le Leg wider 


| to Idomeneus yourſelf; Bee 


to go to Idomeneus; he was aſhamed of his fears, b 
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mnſt continually be told that every tang go well; 
while are purſuing their pleaſures, they do not care 
to ſee or hear any thing which may interrupt their mirth. 
If there is a neceſſity to reprove, chaſtiſe, or undeceive 
any one, or to thwart the pretenſions and unteaſona 
paſhons of ſome troubleſome perſon, they will always 
commiffion others, rather than ſpeak themſelves wi 

" mildneſs and reſolution on theſe occafions : they wo! 
ſuffer the moſt unreaſonable favours to be extorted from 
them, and cauſe the moſt important affairs to mi 6 
for want of courage to determine contrary to the fe 
ments of thoſe with whom they have every day to ao. 
This weakneſs, which is perceived in them, prompts all 
men to ſtudy to make their advantage of it; they teaze, 
they folicir, they tire chem; and by tiring them obtain 
their ends. They at brſt fatter praiſe them in order | 
to ingratiate themſclves ; but as ſoon as f 


haye 
their confidence, and are ſeated near = ny 5 5 


„ 


* 
1. | 


1 wi er fuller you Telemachuy, to be 
failing, which unfits a man for government. 
are of ſo tender « diſpoſition as to be aſrai 
Tdomeneus, will not feet his gri ief the moment y 
got out of Salencum. 4-14 his grief whi 
you, it is his preſence which confounds you. 


der-hearted and reſolute at the Tame time. Tell him hoy 

forry you are to leave bir, but tell him alſo with . * 
remptory tone how neceſſary your departure ia. 

clemachus did not dare either to oppoſe Nentor, 


bad not courage to overcome them ; Al oy: he. tot 
a ſtep or two, and immediately retu to alle 
Meator fome new reaſon of "IF? but a . ion o 


252 TELEMACHUS. Book XXII 
Mentor deprived him of his ſpeech, and made all his 
fair pretences vaniſh, Is this then, ſaid Mentor with a 
{mile, the vanquiſher of the Daunians, the deliverer of 
the great Heſperia, and the ſon of the wiſe Ulyſſes, who 
is after him to be the oracle of Greece? He dares not tell 
Idomeneus, that he can no, longer pur, off his return to 
his own country, to ſee his father again! O ye people of 
Ithaca. how unhappy will ye one day be, if you have a 
king who is a ſlave to a criminal modeſty, and who facri- 
'fices his moſt important affairs to his weakneſſes in the 
verieſt trifles! See, Telemachus, what difference there 
is between valour in battle, and courage in buſineſs : 
_ You, were not afraid of Adraſtus's arms, and yet you fear 
Idomeneus's grief, This is what diſhonours princes who 
zhave performed the greateſt actions; having ſhewn them- 
ſelves to be heroes in war, they ſhew themſelves to be the 
loweſt of mankind in common occurrences, wherein others 
; * themſelves with vigour. . 
|  Telemachus feeling the truth of theſe words, and ſtu 
with this reproach, hurried away without giving his pat 
Lions time to ſpeak. But as ſoon as he entered where 
Idomenem was fitting with downcaſt, id, and ſor- 
row ful, eyes, they were afraid of and durſt not look at 
each otber; they underſtood one another without 2 
'a word; ** that the other * Ns 
lence, and they both began to At length Idome- 
neus, prompted by his exceſs of fer, cried out, What 
profits it to pay one's court to virtue, if ſhe Jo ill requites 
her lovers? I am made ſenfible of my weakneſſes, and 
then deſerted! Well! I ſhall ſoon relapſe into all my 
former misfortunes. Let no man talk to me of govern- 
ing well; no, I am incapable. of it, I am fick of man- 
kind. Whither would you go, Telemachus ? Your: fa- 
. no — you ſeek him in * Ithaca is 2 
1 of your enemies; they wi roy you, if you 
cnn chicks. Some one of them ns ate your 
mother. Stay here, you ſhall wed my daughter and be 
my heir; you ſhall reign after me: Nay, during my life 
you ſhall have an abſolute power here ; my confidence 1n 
you ſhall be unbounded. If you are unmoved by #ll 
theſe advantages, at leaſt leave me Mentor, who i my 


only reſource, Speak, anſwer me, harden not your 


heart, 


9 


* 


FFC ²˙·-— A 


heart, pity the moſt wretched of men. How! filent ! 
Ah! 1 teel how cruel the Gods are to me.; I have even 


a quicker ſenſe of it than I had in Crete, when I flew wy - 


own ſon. 3 

At length Telemachus replied with a diſordered and 
timorous voice, I am not at my own diſpoſal, Deſtin 
recalls me to my country. Mentor who is endued wi 
the wiſdom of the Gods, commands me in their name to 
depart : What would you have me do? Shall I renounce 
my father, my mother, my country, which ought to be 
yet dearer to me than they ? As I am born to be a king, 
I am not dt ſigned for a life of pleaſure and repoſe, nor 
to follow my own inclinations. Your kingdom is richer 
and more powerful than that of my father; but I ought 
to prefer that which the Gods have allotted me to t 


which you have the goodneſs to offer me. I ſhould think 
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myſelf happy, were Antiope my wife, without any hopes 


of your kingdom ; but to render myſelf —— her. 
I mutt go where my duty calls me, and it muſt 

ther who demands her of you. Did you not promiſe to 
ſend me back to Ithaca? Was it not upon this promiſe 
that I, with the allies, fought for you againſt Adraſtus ? 
It is time for me to think of repairing my domeftick miſ- 


fortunes. The Gods who gave me.to Mentor, gave 


my fa- 


Mentor alſo to the ſon of Ulyſſes, that he might fulfill 


the decrees of fate. Would you have me loſe Mentor, 


after having loſt every thing elſe? I have now neither 


eftate nor place of retreat, nor father, nor mother, nor 


any certain country; nothing is left me but à wiſe and 


virtuous man, Who is the moſt precious gift of Jupiter. 
Do you yourſelf judge if I can renounce him, and conſent. 
that he ſhould torſake me. No, I would ſooner die. 
Take my life, my life's a trifle, but take not Mentor 


from me. 


As Telemachus ſpoke, his voice grew ſtronger, and 
his fears vaniſhed, Idomeneus knew not what to anſwer, 
nor could he conſent te what the ſon of Ulyfles ſaid... 


When he could no longer ſpeak, he endeavoured at leaſt 


by his looks and his geſtures to move his pity, The ſame 


moment he ſaw Mentor appear, who made him this fe- 


rious addrefs : 
e Do 


F * 
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. Do not grieve ; we quit you, but the wiſdom which pre- 


fides in the councils of the Gods will remain- with you ; 
believe that you are very happy, in that Jupiter has ſent 
us hither to ſave your kingdom, and to reclaim you from 

r errors. Philocles, whom we have reſtored to you, 
will ſetve you faithfully. The fear of the Gods, a tafty 
for virtue, a love of the people, and compaſſion for the 
miſerable, will always > his heart. Hearken to 
him and employ him with confidence and without jea- 


louſy. The ſervice which you can receive from 
him, is to obhge him to tell you. of all your failings with- 
out any ſo The greateſt fortitude of a good king 


$ 
conſiſts in his B for real friends, who may point 
out his miſtakes to him. If you are endued with this 
our abſence will be no prejudice to you, and 
| will live bappy ; but if flattery, which infinuates 
like a ſerpent, finds the way to your heart, and 
makes you miſtruſt difintereſied counſels, you are ruined. 
Do not ſuffer yourſelf to be dejected by grief; but exert 
vourſelf in the purſuit of virtue. I have told Philocier 
every thing which he ought to do to aſſiſt you, and never 
to abuſe your confidence; I can anſwer for him. The- 
Gods have given him to you, as they have given me to 


Telemachus; every one ought courageouſly to follow 


where his deſtiny leads; it profits not to grieve, Should 
you ever want my aſſiſtance, after I have reſtored Tele- 
machus to his father and his country, I will vifit you 


I would only aſſiſt thoſe who'ſeck after juſtice and virtue. 
Can I ever forget the. marks of confidence and friendſhip 
which you have ſhewn me ? . 


At theſe words Idomeneus became of a ſudden quite 


another man; he felt that his ſoul was calmed, as Nep- 


tune with his trident calms the angry u aves and the moſt: 


ing tempefts : There remained only a gentle peace-- 
ful forrow, which was rather a concernand a of fond- 
neſs than anguiſh. r | irtu 
reliance on the aſſiſtance of the Gods, 
within him. | | 
Well then, ſaid he, my dear Mentor, I muſt loſe every 
Thing, and not be di 


Idomes 


again: And what could I do that would afford me a more 
enſible pleaſure? I ſeek not riches nor power on the earth; 


virtue, and a 


began to. revive 


ged! At leaſt be mindful of 


Bok XXII. TELEMACHUS. 


| c0d14d utter none 


355 


Idomeneus, when you ariye at Ithaca, where wik. 


dom will erown you with - happineſs ; do not. forget that 
Salentum is the work of your hands, and that —— 


left an unhappy king, whoſe only hope is in you. Go, 
worthy ſon of Ulyſles, I detain you no longer; I am far 
from o g the Gods, who lent me fo great a treaſare, 
Goz „ Alſo, thou greateſt and wiſeſt of mortals, 
{if humanity can indeed perform what I have ſeen in you, 
and if you are not forme Deity who have botrowed this 


form to infirut weak and ignorant mankind) go, be a 
guide to the ſon of Ulyſſes, more happy in the poſſeſſion 
of you, than ir being the vanquiſher of Adraſtus. Go 


oth, I dare fay no more, excuſe my fi Go, live, 
be happy together ; nothing in the world is left me now 
but the remembrance of having enjoyed you here. O 
happy, thrice happy days! days of whoſe value I was not 
ſuliciently ſenfible1 O days which are too ſwiftly fled 


ou will never return! Never will my eyes again 
What they fee now! 5 * 
- Metitot laid Hold of this moment to get away; be em- 


braced Philocles, who bedewed him An 


ont being able to ſpeak. Telemachus would have taken 
hold of Mentor's hand to get out of thoſe of Idomeneus; 
but Idomeneus advancing towards the port, interpoſed 
between Mentor —— ; he gazed upon them, 
he ſighe; v0 ſpeak ſome broken words, but 
Arid now a confuſe murmur is heard on the ſhore, 
which is crowded with mariners ; the cordage is ſtretched, 
the ſails are boiſted, 'a favourable gale begins to blow. 
Telemachos and Mentor take leave of the king, who 


holds them a long while locked in his arms, and purſues 


chem as far as he can with hit eyes, 


; . 
" e 

. * 
p 
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The. ARGUMENT. © 


During their voyage, Telemachus gets Mentor to explain te 
him ſeveral difficulties concerning gevernment; among 
others thoſe of knowing men, in order to employ only the 
good, and not to be impoſed upon by the bad. Towards the 
end of their converſation a calm obliges them to put in at 
a land where Ulyſſes was juſ landed. Telemachus ſecs 
him there, and tales to him without knowing bim. But 
having ſeen him embark, be feels a ſecret uncafineſs of 
which he cannot conceive the cauſe, Mentor explains it to 
| him, comforts him, aſſures bim that he will ſaom be wich 
Bit father again, and makes à trial of his piety aud patience, 

by putting off his departure, to offer a ſacrifice to Minerva. 
Ar laft 5 Goddefs, concealed under the figure of Mentor, 
reſumes her awn form and diſcovers herjelf, She ou 
"Felemachus ber laſt inſtruct iaus, and diſappears, Telema- . 

chus departs, arrives at Hthaca, and finds his father in 
the houſe of the faithful Eumæus. 


HE fails already ſwell, the anchors are weighed, 
1 the land ſeems to fly, and the ſkilful pilot deſeries 
at a diſtarce the mountains of Leucate, which hides its 
head in whirling ſtorms of freezing ſnow, and the Acro- 

ceraunian hills, which ſtill uplift thrir haughty brows to 

fo often been ſhattered by 


heaven, though they have 
thunder. 
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During this voyage Telemachus ſaid to Mentor, I 
now underſtand the maxims of government which you. 
have explained to me. At firſt they appeared to me 
like a dream, but their obſcurity ually vaniſhed, 
and I now view them in a clear light. So all objects 
look dark at the firſt dawnings of Aurora in the morn-. 
ing, but afterwards ſeem to come as it were out of a 
chaos, when the light, which inſenſibly increaſes, dif. 
tinguiſhes them, reſtores them, to uſe the expreſſion, i 
their figures and natural colours. I am thoroughly: con- 
vinced that the eſſential point of government is to dife; 
cern the different characters of men, in order to chuſe 
and employ them according to their reſpective talents; . 
but 1 am ſtill at a loſs to know how one may obtain ſuch 
an inſight into mankind. Ge . 

Hereupon Mentor replied, You muſt ſtudy men in or- 
der to know them; to know them, you muſt often 
ſee and have an intercourſe with them. Kings ought to 
converſe with their ſubjects, to make them ſpeak, to con- 
ſult them, to try them by little employ ments of which 
they ſhould make them give an account, in order to ſee 
if they are capable of higher functions. How, my dear 
Telemachus, did you in Ithaca acquire your ſxill in 
horſes ? It was by often ſeeing them, and by taking no- 
tice of their faults and perſections in the company of 
perſons of experience. In the ſame manner ſpeak fre- 
quently of men's good and bad qualities with other 
wiſe and virtuous men, who have long ſtudied their cha- 
racers, and you will inſenſibly learn the turn of their 
minds, and what may be expected from them. Who 


know them, if he does not converſe with them? It js 
not converſing with them, to ſee them in public, where 
nothing is ſaid on either fide but what is indifferent, 
and prepared with art. The buſineſs is to ſee them i 
private, to draw out to view all the ſecret 

their hearts, to probe * on all ſides, to ſound 
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in order to diſcover their maxims. But to form a, right 
judgment of men, it is neceſſary to begin b — 
what they ought ta be ; it is neceſſary to 

real and-dolid merit is, in order to diſti ih thoſe wks 
| — e 1 it not. Mes ate — 

talking virtue mexit, without knowing pre 

aſdy what-merit and virtue are. They. ate only Kar 
wirds and indefinite terms in the mouths, of the genera- 
ly of :mankind, who take a. pride in talking of them 
eternally. It it neceſlary to have. certain principles of 
reaſon and virtue, to know who are rea 
IONS | It —— underſtand the maxims 
af a wiſe and government, to know men who are 
furniſhed with them. and hk who. depart from. them 
through a falſe ſubtilty, In a word, to meaſure ſeveral. 

bodice, i is rieoſary to have, a fixed meaſgre ; to form a 
| dgment of; men's. minds, it is likewiſe -neceflary. to 
ng gs arm ot 

Hour It is to know g 
what is the end of human life, and what end we ought 
to propoſe to ourſelves in the government, of men. Now 
chiz' ſole this eſſential end is.nevex to covet power and 
— rn own. ſake, for or N purſuit 
would to a tyrannical pride; — 

to ſacrifice. — n 

met, to make men virtuous apd happy : he ot 
— in darkneſa and at random 4 — 
drives like a ſhip on the open ſea, that has no pilot, that 
does not con! ate no. know. ag of the neigh» 
bouring coaſts ; he cannot but be wrecked. 

Prices many times, for want of knowing herein trug 

virtue bonſiſts, know not; what they ought. to look, for 
3n men. True virtue has ſomething of harſhneſs for 
them ĩt ſecs to. too 
1 and ſours them.: they incline. to Raney. 
From moment then can no longer find either ſince- 
rity or virtut; 2 ue an ge 
Phantom of glory, which renders them unworthy, of 
the true, and they ſoon. habituate themſalves to think 
that there is no true virtue in the World. For the good 
Gs in ; diſcern the 'wickefl;; but the wicked do. not 
. K 


any. 
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any. Such princes ſuſpect every body alike; they hide 
N. they ſhut 1 up, they are jealous om 
the moſt trifling occaſions, they dread: mankind and make 
themſclves dreaded by them. They ſhun the light, and 
dare not appear in their natural colours. Though 
would not be known, they always are fo ; for the — 
Aug of their ſubjetts pries znto and. 
, but they themſelves know nobody. 
beſets them, is overjoyed to ſee them — 
— who is inacceſſible to men, is inacceſſible. to truth 


4 
— — bl an by infamous tales, and remove 


8. oy 23223 
ers, a baſe malicious tribe, who feed upon venom, who 
poiſon! the moſt innocent things and magnify the leaſt, 
who invent the evil rather than ceaſe to injure, and who 
for. their o intereſt play 2 the jealouſy and baſe 
curdoliry oflaaveak and ſu us prince. 

Get a knowledge cherefore, my dear Telemachus, get 
a. knowledge of men; fift them, make them ſpeak of 
22 try _ by little and little; deliver your- 

up to none; ; rote by your own experience when you 
_ ng miſtaken. in your judgment, (for you will 
ſometimes be miſtaken) and thereby learn not raſhly-to 

2 any 2 Ne 0 

rs not to im 1 ix 
guiſes; but your — kes will 3 leſſons of 
Inſtruction. When you finda man of ability and virtue, 
employ him with confidence; for men of integr — are 
Pleaſed to ſee others conſeieus of their la ws 
prefer eſteem and confidence. to riches : — 
them by — them with an unbounded power. 
a man would have continued virtuous, who is ap 
longer ſo, becauſe. hig mater has given him too much 
' wealth and power. A who is ſo beloved of the 


Gods as to ſind in Ins: two or three real 
friends 
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friends of a ſteady wiſdom and integrity, quickly finds 
y their means other perſons who are like them, to fill 
inferior poſts; by the men of virtue in whom he con- 
 -fides, he learns what he could not of himſelf diſcern in 
his other ſubjects. | 76 
But is it right, ſaid Telemachus, to make uſe of ill 
men when they have- talents for buſineſs, as I have often 
heard it is? One is often, ſaid Mentor, under a neceffity 
to make uſe of them. In a convulſed and diſordered 
ſtate one often finds unjuſt and crafty men who are alread 
in authority; they are poſſeſſed of important poſts which 
cannot be taken from them; they have inſinuated them- 
ſelves into the confidence of certain -perſons of influence 
with whom one muſt needs keep well: nay, one muſt 
joy dy with the villains themſelves, becauſe they are 
to be feared, and have it in their power to throw every 
thing into confuſion. It is highly neceſſary therefore to 
make uſe of them for a time: but it is neceſſary alſo to 
Have in view the rendering them by degrees unneceſſary. 
As for the real and intimate confidence, take care never 
to repoſe it in them; for they may abuſe it, and hold 
ou faſt whether you will or not by your ſecrets, a chain 
Lender to be broken than any chains of iron. Employ 
them in temporary negociations, treat them kindly, and 
engage them to be faithful to you by their paſſions them- 
ſelves, for you have no other hold of them ; but never 
admit them into your ſecret counſels. Always have ſome 
ſpring ready to put them in motion whenever you pleaſe, 
but never give them the key either of your heart or your 
affairs. When your kingdom is quiet, ſettled, 
verned by wiſe and upright men on whom you can 4 
-pend, the wicked men, whom you were conſtrained to 
make uſe of, become uſeleſs by degrees. You muſt not 
then however ceaſe to treat them kindly, for it is never 
allowable to be ungrateful even to the wicked, but at the 
ſame time that you treat them kindly, you muſt endea- 
vour to make them virtuous, It is neceſſary to wink at 
certain human frailties in them; but you muſt however 
by * aſſume more authority, and check the growth 
of evils which they would commit openly, were they ſuf- 
fered to go on. After all, the doing good by wicked 
inſtruments is an evil; and though this evil is often 5 
. evita 


Book XXIV. TELEMAC HUS. 361 


evitable, we muſt proceed gradually to put an entire ſt 
to it. A wiſe prince, who aims only at good order a 
juſtice, will in time be able to do without — and 
treacherous men; he will find good men enough who 
have ſufficient abilities to.ferve him. © 
But it is not enough to find good ſubjects in a nati- 
on; it is neceſſary to make others ſo. That, anſwered 
Telemachus, muit needs be very difficult, Not at all, 
replied Mentor; your diligence in ſeeking for able and 
virtuous men, in order to prefer them, excites and ſpurs 
on all perſons of abilities and ſpirit ; every one exerts 
himſelf, How many men are there u ho Janguiſh in idle- 
neſs and obſcurity, who would become great men, were 
they ſpurred on to induſtry by emulation and hopes of. 
ſucceſs! How many men are there whom indigence and 
an impoſſibility of riſing by virtue, tempt to raiſe them- 
ſelves by vice! If therefore you annex rewards and ho- 
nouxs to genius and virtue, what numbers of your ſub- 
jecu will of themſelves become eminent and virtuous! * 
ut how many will you render ſo, by making them riſe 
ſep by ſtep from the loweſt employments to the higheſt ? 
You will exerciſe their talents : you will prove the ex- 
tent of their genius, and the fincerity of their virtue. 
The men who arrive at the higheſt poſts, will have been 
trained up under your eyes in the inferior. You will 
have followed them all your life ſtep by ſtep, and will 
form your judgment of them, not by their words; but” 
by the whole courſe of their actions. 

x While Mentor was reaſoning thus with Telemachus, - 
they perceived a Phzacian veſſel that had put in at a lit- 
tle iſland, which was deſert, wild, and ſurrounded with + 
frighiful rocks. The wiads at the ſame time were huſh- 
ed, the gentle Zephirs themſelves ſeemed to hold their 
breath, the ſca ,was become as ſmooth as a mirror, the 
flagging ſails could no longer animate the veſſel, and the 
efforts of the weary rowers were vain; it was neceſſa 
therefore to land in this iſland, which was rather a rock 
than earth proper to be inhabited by men. In leſs calm 
weather it would have been impoſſible to have landed 
there without the utmoſt danger. The Phzacians; who 
were waiting for a wind, did not ſeem leſs impatient than 
the Salentines to proceed in their voyage, Telemachus 
#64 I W advances ” 
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advances towards them on thefe rocky ſhores, and imme- 
diately afks the firſt man he meets, if he had not ſeen 

Ulyſſes the king of Ithaca in king Alcinous's palace. 
The perfon to whom he accidently addreft himſelf, 
was not a Phaacian, but an unknown ftranger, of a ma- 
jeſtick but melancholy and dejected air. He ſeemed 
thoughtful, and at firft hardly heard Telemachns's queſ- 
tion; but at length he anſwered, You are not miſta ken, 
Ulyſſes was entertained in king Alcinous's palace, a 
2 where Jupiter is revered, and hoſpitality practiſed; 
t he is not there now; you would ſeek him there in 
vain ; he is departed in order to reviſit Ithaca, if the ap- 
pune Deities will at length ſuffer him to ſalute his 

ouſhold Gods again. | | 13 

This ſtranger had hardly ſpoken theſe words in a me- 
lancholy manner, but he ruſhed into a thick grove on the 
top of a rock, whence he ſtedfaſtly viewed the fea, fly- 
ing from evety one he ſaw, and ſeeming uneaſy at not 
being able to proſecute his voyage. Telemachus looked 
ſtedfaſtly upon him, and the more he looked the more he 
was moved and aſtoniſhed. This ſtranger, ſaid he to Men- 
tor, anſwered me like one who does not much attend to 
what is ſaid to him, and who is oppreſt with grief. 1 
ity the unſortunate, fince 1 have been ſo myſelf, and ] 
Fa that my heart is concerned for this man, without 
knowing Why. He was not ev=r-civil to me, hardly 
vouchſafing to hear and anſwer me; and yet I cannot 
help wiſhing that his miſeries were at an end. 1 8 
Mentor replied with a ſmile, Lo the uſe of the evils of 
life ; they ſoften the hearts of princes, and make them 
feel the woes of others. When they have taſted only of 
the ſweet poiſon of proſperity, they fancy themſelves 
Gods; they will have mountains become lains, to gra- 
tify them; they eſteem mankind as nothing, and make 
all nature their port. When they hear of ſuffering, they 
know not what it means; it is a dream to them; they 
have never ſeen the diſtance between good and evil: 
misfortune alone can teach them humanity, and change 
their hearts of ſtone into hearts of fieſh. They then 17 
that they are men, and that they ought to be tender of 
others who are like them. If a r excites ſq much 
pity, becauſe he is a wanderer on this ſhore „ 
CE ms how 
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how much more otight you do have for the 
ple of Ithaca, _ hereafter ſee them ſuffer ! 
bis people, whom the Gods will commit to yobr care, 
us a Rock is committed to a ſhepherd, will ps be 
rendered miſerable by your ambition, or pride, or im- 
prudence, for the people ſuffer through the faults 
1 who ought to be watchful to prevent their 
ſufferin | 


While Mentor was b po. thus, Telemachns . was 
overwhelmed with grief and trouble, and at length te- 
plied with ſome emotion: If all theſe things are. true, 
the condition of a king is very unhappy; he is the ſlave of 
all whom he ſeems to command; he is not fo much born to 
command as to ſerve them; he owes himſclf etrircly to 
them; he is burdened with all their wants; he is the ſer- 
vant of alt the people, and of every one in particular; 
he muſt accommodate himſelf to their weakneſſes, an -l 
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Ijuſtice, unbounded ambition, a jealouſy 


taſte the pureſt and moſt ſolid of all pleaſures, in toiling 
in the ſervice of virtue, and in the expectation of an 
eternal recompence from the Gods. 

Telemachus, who had a ſecret uneaſineſs in his heart, 
ſeemed as if he had never underſtood theſe- maxims, 
though his mind was well ſtored with them, and he had 
himſelf taught them to others. - A melancholy humour 
inſpired him, contrary to his real ſentiments, with a ſpirit 
of contradiction and ſubtilty, to oppoſe the truths which 
Mentor explained. To theſe arguments Telemachus 
oppoſed the ingratitude of men. What! ſaid he, take 
ſo much pains to win the affections of men, who perhaps 
will never jove you, and to do good to wretches who will 


make uſe of your benefits to your prejudice! 


Mentor made him a calm reply: We muſt expect men 
to be ungrateful, and yet we muſt do good to them : 
we muſt ſerve them leſs for their owh ſakes, than for the 
love of the Gods who command it. The good which a 
man does is never loſt : if men forget it, the Gods re- 
member and reward it. Beſides, if the multitude is un- 
grateful, there are always ſome virtuous perſons who are 


affected with your virtue: nay, the multitude itſelf, 


fickle and capricious as it 18, never fails ſooner or later 


to do a fort of juſtice to real virtue. But would you pre- 


vent the ingratitude of men? 'Do not labour ſolely to 


make them powerful, rich, formidable in arms, 
| In their pleaſures: this glory, this abundance, 


pleaſures corrupt them ; they will only be the more 
wicked for them, and conſequently the more ungrateful ; 
It is ing them a fatal preſent, it is offering them a 
delicious poiſon : But apply yourſelf to reform their man- 
ners, and to inſtill into them juſtice, fincerity, a fear of 
the Gods, humanity, fidelity, moderation, and diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, By making them ou will hinder 
them from being ungrateful, con virtue, a real 
good, upon them; and virtue, if it be real, will for 
ever attach them to him who has inſtilled it into them. 
'Thus by ing the real upon them, you will 
do good to yourſelf, and will have nothing to fear from 
thei titude. Is it any wonder that men are un- 


Xx 
1 rinces who never taught them ing but 
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bours, inhumanity, haughtineſs and treachery > The. 
prince ſhould expect nothing from them but what he has 
taught them to do. But on the contrary if he endeavour- 
ed by his own example and authority to render them vir- 
tuous, he would find the fruits of his labour in their vir- - 
tues ; or at leaſt he would find in his own and in the 
friendſhip of the Gods, wherewithal to comfort himſelf . 
under all his diſappointment. a | 
This diſcourſe was hardly ended, when Telemachus 
haſtened towards the Phzacians, whoſe ſhip was anchored 
on the ſhore. He addreſſed himſelf to an old man 
amongſt them, and aſked him whence they came, whither 
they were bound, and if they had not ſeen Ulyſſes. The 
old man replied, We come from our own ifland, which 
is that of the Phæacians; we are going to Epirus for 
merchandize; and Ulyſſes, as you have already been 
told, came into our country, but is departed from it. 
Telemachus immediately added, Who is that melan- 
choly man who ſeeks the moſt ſolitary places, while he 
waits for the departure of your veſſel? He is, replied . 
« the old man, a ſtranger, that is unknown to us. But it is 
ſaid that his name is Cleomenes ; that he was born in Phry- 
_ gia ; that an oracle foretold his mother before his birth . 
that. he would be a king, provided he did not regain . 
in his own country; and that if he did remain there the 
wrath of the Gods would fall on the Phrygians in d- 
ful peſtilence. As ſoon as he was born, his parents de- 
livered bim to certain mariners, who carried him to the 
iſland of Leſbos, where he was privately brought up at 
the expence of his country, which had ſo great an intereſt 
to keep him at a diſtance. He ſoon grew tall robuſt, 
handſome, and expert in all exerciſes of the body. He - 
even applied himſelf with great taſte and genius to the 
ſciences and the liberal arts; but he was not ſuffered to - 
ſtay in any country. The prediction concerning him be- 
came famous; he was preſently known wherever he went, 
and kings were every where afraid that he would wreſt 
their crowns from them. Thus has he been a wanderer 
from his birth, and can find no part of the world, where 
he may have the liberty to ſettle. He has often travelled 
into nations the moſt remote from his own ; but be hardly 
| ; R5 arriyes . 
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arrives in any city before his birth and the oracle con- 
cerning him are diſcovered. He in vain hides himſelf, 
and chuſcs in every place ſome obſcure kind of life ; his 
talents for war, ietters, and the moſt important affairs 
ſhine forth, they ſay, whether he will or not ; there al- 
ways offers in every country ſome unforeſeen occafion 
which gets the better of him, and makes him known to 
the publick. His merit is the cauſe of his misfortune ; it 
makes him feared, and excludes him from all places 
where he attempts to reſide. It is his fate to be every 
where eſteemed, beloved, admired, but expelled from 
all the known countries in the world. He is not youn 
and yet has he not hitherto been able to find any — 
either of Aſia or Greece, where they would ſuffer him to 

live in peace. He ſeems to have no ambition, and does 
not aim at greatneſs ; he would be very ha py, had not 
the oracle promiſed him a crown. He deſpairs of ever 
ſeeing his country again ; for he knows that he ſhould 
carry nothing but mourning and tears into every family. 

A crown itſelf, the cauſe of his ſufferings, ſeems not de- 

firable to him; he purſues it contrary to his own incfi- 

nations, through a ſad fatality, frum kingdom to king- 
dom, and it feems to fly before him, jn order to mock 
this unhappy men even to his old age. Fatal gifts of the 

Gods, which clouds his brighteſt days, and cauſes him 

nothing but pain, at a time when feeble man needs no- 
thing but reſt! He js going, he fays, to Thrace, in queſt 
of ſome ſavage lawle people, whom he may aſſemble, 
civilize, and govern for ſome years; after which, the 

oracle being accompliſhed, the 2 
will have nothing to apprehend from him. He On 
then to retire to ſome village of Caria, where he will de- 
vote himſelf to agriculture, of which he is paſſionately 
fond, He is a wiſe and ſober man, who fears the Gods, 
who has a thorough knowledge of mankind, and who | 
knows how to live in peace with them without eſteem- 
ig This is what is reported of this firanger, af 
W * you deſired me to inform you. 

During this converſation, Telemachus was continually 
turning his eyes towards the ſea, which began to be in 
motion. The winds raiſed the waves, which beat againſt 
the rocks, and whitened them with their foam. you 

me 
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ſarfie inſtant the old man fiys to Telemachns, I muff 
my companions cannot waft for me. As he ſpeaks 
words he runs to che ſhore; the Phæaciaus embark, and 
nothing is heard but —— — 2 of the mati. 
3 * were e impatient to be gone. 
; 2 called Cleomenes, had ſtrayed 
Gene r u 52 down the land, climbing up to the 
of all the rocks, and from thence rakin 2 
choly ſurvey of the vaſt expanſe of the ſea; 12 
had not loft ſight of him, nor ceaſed to watch his 
His heart was moved for a virtubus, wand un 
man, Who-was born to perform the greateſt actions, and 
was: made, far from is TRY country; the of ri- 
1 I pe * ſaid he to Himſelf, may fre 
— gain; ber this leomenes can never return tb 


Ph ar inſtmee of 4 man more Wi 
Phrogia.. A Telemachus's 


At length this man ering the veſſel ready, dbfcetided 

from the craggy rocks, with as much ſpect 2 

as A in the foreffs of Lytin, having ge 

locks together, flies over the precipices, — he purſbes 

_ the ſtags and wild boars with his arrows. And now this 
unknown perſon is on board the ſhip, which cleaves the 
briny wave and flies from the land. 
| n a ſecret'impreffion of ſorrow is wok 
Ternachus's heart ; he grieves | without kn 
tears trickle from his eyes, and nothing is {6 p ** 1 05 
Him as to weep. At'the ſame time he fees, all line alen- 
tine mariners on the fhore; lying faſt aſſi ? on the gran; 
they were tired and re ſpem; ace ep kad machn 
ated ĩtſelf into their fimbs, and all tlie tiunkd ps 
the night had been ſhed upon them. by Minery 
er, itr the middte of the day. Telemachus is 
to ſee this univerſat. drowſinefs of the Sete 
the Phzacians had been {6+ watchfül aut . 
improve a favourable wind; but he is more 
viewing the Penciam ftp, wich was ready, to- Mk 
in the midft of the wives, tham gu and ake the! 


tines. Amarement and ſecret angaiſh” faſten his eyes gh 
the departed bark, of ' which he now ſers-hothing But thi 
fails, which: took a lite white in the tute” wane; tt 
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does not even hear Mentor who ſpeaks to him; he is 
quite beſide himſelf, and tranſported like the prieſteſſes 
of Bacchus, when they hold the Thyrſus in their hands, 
and make the banks of Hebrus and the mountains of 
Rhodepe and Iſmarus ring with their frantick howlings. 
At length he recovers a little frem this kind of in- 
chantment, and tears again begin to ſtream from his 
eyes. Whereupon Mentor ſays to him; I am not ſur- 
priſed, my dear Telemachus, to ſee you weep; the 
cauſe of your ſorrow, .which is unknown to you, is not 
unknown to Mentor; it is nature that ſpeaks and works 
in you; it is ſhe that melts your heart. The ftranger, 
who excited ſuch lively emotions in you, is the great 
Ulyſſes. What the old Phæacian told you of him under 
the name of Cleomenes, is only a fiction, the more ſe- 
curely to conceal your father's return to his kingdom. 
He is going directly to Ithaca; he is already near the 
port, and at length ſees that ſo long wiſhed for place 
again, Your eyes have ſeen hit, as it was formerly 
foretold that you ſhould, but without. knowing him; you 
will quickly ſee him again, and know him, and he 
will know. you. But at preſent the Gods do not per- 
mit you to know each other out of Ithaca. His ſoul was 
not leſs moved than yours; he is too wiſe to diſcover 
himſelf to any mortal, where he might be expoſed to 
-the treachery and inſults of the cruel ſuitors of Pene- ' 
lope. Ulyſſes, your father, is the wiſeſt of all men; 
his heart is like a deep well; his ſecrets cannot be 
drayn out of it. He loves truth, and never ſays any 
thing that wounds it; but he ſpeaks it-ooly when it is 
— rag wiſdom, like a ſeal, always keeps his lips 
ſhut againſt all uſeleſs words. How was he moved when 
he ſpoke to you! What violence did he do to himſelf, 
that he might not be known! What did he not ſuffer 
in ſeeing you! It was that which made him ſad and 


During this ſpeech, Telemachus being greatly moved 
and trou * help ſhedding floods of tears, and 
his ſobbings hindered him a long while from making a 
reply At length he cried out, Ah! my dear Mentor, 
I felt I know not what in this ſtranger which attracted me 

| to 
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to him, and moved all my bowels within me. But why, 
as — know him, did you not tell me that it was Ulyſſes 
before his departure? Why did you let him go without 
2 to him, and without ſeeming to know him ? 
ray what myſtery is this? Shall I be wretched for ever ? 
Will the angry Gods puniſh me with thirſt like Tantalus, 
whom a deluſive ſtream derides by its flight from his 
greedy lips. O Ulyſſes! Ulyſſes! art thou gone for 
ever? Perhaps I ſhall never ſee him more ? Perhaps Pe- 
nelope's lovers may cauſe him to fall into the ſnares 
which they laid for me! Had I went with him, I ſhould 
at leaſt have died with him. O Ulyſſes! Ulyſſes! if the 
ſtorms do not throw you on the rocks again, (for 1 have 
every thing to apprehend from adverſe fortune) I trem- 
ble left on your arrival at Ithaca you ſhould meet as 
dreadful a fate as Agamemnon did at Mycenze. But 
why, my dear Mentor, did you envy me my happineſs! 
I had now embraced him, I had now been with him in 
the port of Ithaca, we had been fighting to vanquiſh our 
enemies | 
Mentor replied with a ſmile, See, my dear Telema- 
chus, the temper of mankind, You are now in the 
diftreſs, becauſe you have ſeen .your father with- 
out knowing him; and yet what would you not have 
iven to have been aſſured that he was not dead? To 
y you are aſſured of it by your own eyes, and this aſ- 
ſurance, which ought to overwhelm you with joy, fills 
you with anguiſh. Thus does the fickiy-foul of mortals 
eſteem as nothing what it moſt deſired, as ſoon as it poſ- 
ſeſſes it, and is ingenious in tormenting itſelf with re- 
gard to what it does not yet poſſeſs. . It is to exerciſe 
our patience that the Gods keep you thus in ſuſpence. 
| = ck upon this as loſt time, but know that it is the 
moſt uſeful of your whole life; for it exerciſes you in a 
virtue which is the moſt neceſſary in thoſe who are to 
command. It is neceſſary to be patient, in order to be- 
come maſter of one's ſelf and others. Impatience, which 
ſeems ſtrength and vigour of ſoul, is nothing but weakneſs 
and an inability of bearing pain. He that cannot wait 
. and ſuffer, is like a man who cannot a ſecret; they 
both want a firmneſs of ſoul to contain t ves, like 
a charĩoteer in a race, whoſe hand ot EI 
S * 
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when it is needful, to ſtop his fiery courſers: they no 
longer obey the reins, they ruſh down a precipice, and 
the feeble driver with whom they run away, is daſhed in 
ieces by his fall. So an impatient man is hurried 
is fierce an unconquerable deſires into an abyſs of mi- 
ſeries. The greater his is, the more fatal to him - 
ſelf is his impatience. He waits for nothing, he does 
ndt allow himſelf time to weigh any thing, he breaks 
through all things to gratify himſelf; he tears dif the 
hranches to gather the fruit before it is ripe ; he breaks 
down the doors: tather than ftay till they are opened to 
him; he will Needs reap when the wiſe huſband-man 
fows ; every thing which he dors in a hurry and out of 
ſeaſon is Wl done, and cannot laſt longer than his fickle 
deſires. Such are the mad projects of man who thinks 
| he can do every thing, who gives himfelt up to his im- 
petuous defires, and abuſcs his power. It is to teach you 
to be patient, my dear I elemachus, that the Gods do ſo 
much exertiſe your patience, and ſcerh to mock you in 
the vagrant life wherein they always —_ in doubt. 
The good u ich you hope for ſhews itfelf to you, and 
Mes away like an empty dream, which a man's — 
cauſes to vauiſn, to teach you that the very things whic 
you think you hold fuſt in your hands may ſlip away in 
an inſtant, The wiſeſt lefſons of Utyſles' will not be ſo 
_ uſeful to you ns his long abſence, and the hardſhips you 
ſuffer in queſt of him. 1 
Mentor afterwards reſolved to put Telemachus's paei- 
ence to a haſt and yet ſeverer trial. The moment the 
youth was running to urge the mariners to haften their 
departure, Mentor flopped him on a ſudden, and 
him to offer à great facrifive to Minerva on the thore. 
Telemachus readfy executes hut Memor defires, Two 
Altars of turf ave emfted, di incenſe ſniokes, unit the 
blood of the victims ftreams around. Telemaches ſemds 
up tender ſighs to heaven, and acknowledges the power. 
ſul peereſtion of the goddeſs, Ars foon as the ſacrifice 
way ended, be followed Mentor into the gloomy parhs of 
nu. neighbouring prove, where he faddenly' perecived! that 
the fave of h Named a new form. / The wrintdcs 
of Wis brew d „ as ſhades vaniſh Wen Arora 
. with her roſy frogers opens the gates of the caſt, and en- 
I. 4.1 4. | 2 flames 
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flames all the horizbn. His hollow and ſevere eyes are 
changed into eyes of a celeſtial azure, and filled with a 
divine fire. His white and uncouth beard diſap = 
Noble and majcftic features, tempered with ſweetneſs 
grace, preſent themſelyes to the dazzled eyes of Tele. 
machus. He ſees a woman viſage with a complexion 
more beautiful than'z tender flower juſt unfolded to the 
Fun; the whiteneſs of the lilly is there blended with the 
erimſem of the opening roſe, Eternal youth blooms on 
her face, with a plain and unaffected majeſty. An am- 
broſial odour is diffuſed from her flowing treſſes. Her 
veſtments gliſter Jike the lively colours with which the 
riſing ſon paints the dufky vaults of heaven, and gilds the 
clouds. The Gaddeſs does not touch the earth with her 
: feet, but glides with eaſe throu Ir the air, as a bird cleaves 
it with — wings. In her puiffant hand ſhe holds a glit- 
tetring, ſpear, t a would terrify the moſt warlike cities 
and LE ns; nay, Mars himſelf would rremble ät it, 
Her voice is ſweet and mild, but ſtrong and infinuating ; 
all her words are darts of fire, ' which pi 3 the ve 
ſoul of Telemachus, and make him feel * * 
of pain. On her helmet is ſeen the ler 
Athens, and on her breaſt — of —— formi 
By theſe marks Telemachus inerva. 
O Sodqdeſs! faid he, it “ * — 1 
4 Þ Condat the fon of ' Nyffes for the fake of 
the father !—He would hare W But his volce 
failed him, and his lips vainly endeavoored to exprefs 
the thoughts which impetuonſly ruſhed from the bottom 
ol his heart. The preſence of the Goddeſs overpow woot 
mim, und be was like a man whb js ſo mach op . 
ul 1gita- 


dream as to lofe his breath, and who by the pain 
tion of his lips cannot form a fingle word. 

Ar'length Minerva ſpoke theſe words ; Sol of Ute, 
hear me Tor the lat time, 1 have never inſtuRted ary 
mortal with ſo much care as you ; 1 have led you ee the 
hand through fhipwrecks, unknown countries, b 
wars, and all the Evite which can try the heart of _ 
I have — you by PT etamples the true and falte 
maxims of zovernment. © Your faults have not been ſeſs 
vfefiil to you than your misfornmes : For where is ; the 
N can govern wiſely,” ifhe has never ſuffered," arid 


never 
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never profited by the. ſufferings into which his faults have 
plunged him ? You, like your father, have filled the earth 
and the ſeas with your diſaſtrous adventures. Go, you 
are now worthy to tread in his ſteps. You have but a 
ſhort and eaſy paſſage to Ithaca, where he is this mo- 
ment arrived; aſſiſt him in fight, obey him like the 
meaneſt of his ſubjecis, and be, an example to others. 
He will give you Antiope for your wife, and you will be 
happy with her; becauſe you ſought for beauty lefs than 
for wiſdom and virtue. When you come to reign, place 
all your glory in renewing the golden age; hear every 
body ; believe a few ; ah Her not to rely too much on 
yourſelf; be afraid of being deceived, but never be 
afraid to let others fee that you have been deceived ; love 
four people, and uſe all means of winning their love. 
car is neceſſary when love is wanting; but, like the 
moſt violent, and dangerous medicines, it ſhould always 
be uſed with reluctance, Always conſider at a diſtance 
all conſequences of what you + "an to undertake.;. be 
careſul to ſoreſee the moſt terrible evils, and know that 
true courage conſiſts in facing and deſpiſing dangers. when 
ey become neceſſary. He that will. not look upon them, 
has not courage enough to bear the ſight of them with 
tranquility : he who ſurveys them all, who avoids all 
thoſe which may be avoided, and who calmly encounters 
che reſt, he alone is wiſe and magnanimops.. Fly luxyry. 
pomp, and 3 ou your glory m ſimplicity ;. 
let your virtues ood deeds be the ornaments of your 
_ perſon and palace; * them be the guards which ſur- 
round you, and let every body learn of you, wherein true 
honour conſiſts... Never forget that kings do not reign 
for their own glory, but for the good of their people. 
The good which they do, deſcends, to the lateſt ages; 
the evil, whieh they do; multiplies. from. generation to 
generation even io the remoieſt poſterity: One bad 
ib is often the cauſe of ages of calamity. Be parti- 
cularly upon your guard againſt your- own humour, an 
enemy which you. will carry every where with you as long 
_ as you live, which will intrude into your counſels, a 
betray you if, you liſten to her. Humour, makes a man 
loſe 42 moſt important opportunities ; ſhe giyes him the 
Fi and aremions, of 3, child, to the prjudice of, l 
2 8 ; 


dv 
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| guy concernments; ſhe cauſes his moſt weighty af- 


airs to be decided by the moſt trifling reaſons ; ſhe ob- 
ſcures his talents, debaſes his courage, and renders him 
unequal, weak, mean and n Be jealous of 
this enemy. And, O Telemachus, fear the Gods; this 
fear is the greateſt treaſure of the human heart; it comes 
attended by wiſdom, juſtice, peace, joy, unmixed plea- 
ſures, real liberty, delightful abundance, and ſpotleſs 


glory. 


I leave you, O'fon of Ulyſſes ; but my wiſdom ſhall 
never leave you, provided you are always ſenſible that you 
can do nothing without it. It is time for you to learn to 
po alone. I was ſeparated from you in Egypt and at Sa- 
entum, only to accuſtom you to live without me, as 
children are weaned when it is time to take their milk 
from them, and to give them more ſubſtantial aliments, 
As ſoon as the Goddeſs had ended this ſpeech, ſhe 
ſprung up into the air, and involved herſelf in a gold and 
azure cloud, in which ſhe diſappeared, Telemachus 
ſighing, amazed and tranſported, threw himſelf proſ- 
trate on the earth, and lifted up his hands to heaven, 
He afterwards went and waked his companions, depart- 
ed, arrived at Ithaca, and found his father in the houſe 
of the faithful Eumæus. 


END OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH AND LAST BOOK. . 
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